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PREFACE. 



The increased interest taken during the few last years 
in Numismatic pursuits, not only among those who have 
made them their peculiar study, but also by a widely 
spread class of the literary public, would serve perhaps as 
a sufficient apology for the compilation of the present work, 
even if the subject — ^being, as it is, so closely connected 
with the narratives of the Old and New Testament— did 
not possess a claim to attention, in some respects superior 
to that so willingly conceded to other works of a similar 
but piurely ethnical character. 

With this view I have ventured to lay before the public 
the result of a careful examination of the best and latest 
works of the continental writers on Jewish coins, with 
considerable additions of my own, by the aid of which it 
is hoped that both the numismatist and theological student 
may obtain, in a condensed and methodized form, a correct 
view of the present state of our knowledge in respect to 
Jewish and BibUcal Numismatics. 

It is as well, however, to state that not one of the 
writers consulted has embraced the entire range of the 
subject of the Jewish Coinage. Cavedoni has confined 
himself almost wholly to the coins strictly Jewish, whUst 
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De Saulcy, though admitting the colonial coins struck 
at Jerusalem, has not included the Roman series struck 
after the conquest of the Holy City, nor the coinage 
issued by the Tetrarchs. Levy also has passed over 
all these coins in a very cursory manner; and in no 
work that I am acquainted with, excepting the " Trhor de 
NumiSTnatique et de Glyptique^' are the coins not strictly 
Jewish, that is to say, of the Agrippas under Boman 
Emperors, Antipas, Philip II. etc. engraved and published. 
Even in the latter publication they may be considered as 
non-accessible for any numismatic purpose, since the work 
is a costly folio, and the plates are executed by the un- 
successful ' Collas process.' Such being the case, it has 
been thought advisable to engrave every specimen of the 
coins connected with a Jewish Prince, and an attempt has 
been made to fix dates for the mintage of the coins of the 
two Agrippas, hitherto left in an unsatisfactory state. I 
cannot, however, hope to escape the criticism already 
passed upon De Saulcy, "that he had not described 
and illustrated the equally interesting coins of the towns 
in Judaea favoured with the right of coining, Agrippias 
or Anthedon, Ascalon, Azotus, Eleutheropolis, Gaza, 
Nicopolis or Emmaus, and Eaphia, as well as the Galilsean 
and Samaritan towns. To make a Numismatique Judoilque 
complete, they should be treated upon."* My apology is, 
that I confine myself as a rule to the coins of individuals^ 
and not to the coins of places. The sole exception to this 
rule is in the case of the " Roman coins struck commemo- 

* Werlhof, Bihl. Num, vol. ii. Preef. p. xiv. 
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rative of the capture of Jerusalem/' and " the colonial 
corns of iElia Capitolina." These latter, it will be granted, 
have a more intimate relation with the subject than those 
of any of the other towns. 

An additional advantage to the numismatic inquirer 
will be found, I trust, in the arrangement adopted in the 
present work, of introducing the coins as woodcuts in 
immediate connection with the text, and thus avoiding the 
inconvenience that is often experienced by having the 
description in one place and the engravings in another.* 

In concluding these brief prefiitory remarks, I feel it 
incumbent on me to return thanks to those gentlemen who 
have 80 kindly assisted me in my labours. 

In the first place, my most especial obligations are due 
to Mr. Ekiward Wigan, for his great courtesy in allowing 
me the free use of his valuable cabinet of Jewish coins, 
from which I have often borrowed examples for my 
engravings. 

To Mr. John Evans, for impressions of several Jewish 
coins. 

To Mr. W. S. W. Vaux, Keeper of the Department of 
Coins and Medals, in the British Museum, for his assist- 
ance in deciphering the Phoenician inscriptions on the 
Assyrian bronze lions preserved in the national collec- 
tion. 

To Mr. W. H. Coxe, late Boden Sanscrit scholar of 
Oxford and Assistant in the Department of Oriental 

' This plan has also been admirably carried out in the work of 
M. MiUler, entitled Numismatique de VAncienne Afrique, 3 vols. 4to. 
Berlin, 186062. 
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Antiquities in the British Museum, for deciphering the 
cuneiform cliaracters on ike Assyrian lions and ducks. 

To my friends Mr. Morley Farrow and Mr. W. C. Dob- 
son, for valuable assistance, and to Mr. R. S. Poole, Mr. £. 
Deutsch and Mr. J. F. W. de Salis, for the obliging manner 
with which they have at all times answered my inquiries. 

Nor can I omit to tender my best thanks to Mr. F. W. 
Fairholt, for the patience and ability he has shown in 
copying so admirably some of the more diflBcult specimens 
of the Jewish coinage. 

FREDERIC W. MADDEN. 
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HISTORY OF JEWISH COINAGE. 



INTRODUCTION. 

PB0GRE8S OP THE STUDY OP JEWISH COINS. 

Subsequent to the period of the completion of the 
Tahnud, the more ancient Jewish coins with so-called 
Samaritan inscriptions have been noticed by the old Jewish 
scholars, and mentioned by them in their writings/ — 
for instance, by Hai Gaon (1020),* Maimonides (1190),* 
Nachmanides (1267),* Estori-ha-parchi (1322),* and at 
a later period, by Moses Alaschkar (1530)* and Asaria 

^ Levj, Jadiwhe MOnzen^ p* 3 ; Cf. Zunz, Zur Oeschiehte und Lite^ 
ratuTf p. 586. 

* See his Commentary wliicli appeared in Berlin in 1856, under the 
title of D^awrp D'^DtMa '•T '^ByPD V'^tp. 

' See Zunz, /. c. 

^ See the letters at the end of his Commentary on the Pentateuch, 
Fressburg, Letter I. '* I found in Aco a coin which bore on one side 
a budding almond plant, and on the other a kind of vessel. The 
Cuthseans have read the inscription D'^bptDH bpB7 and ni&'npn D''btt7')'T'" 
Nachmanides had also seen the half shekel. Notwithstanding the false 
interpretation, of the types and inscription, remarks Levy {I. 0.), the 
discovery in Aco is worthy of consideration. 

* See his mO 'H VIOD, ©d. Edelmann, Berlin, 1852, p. 66. Parchi men- 
tions a shekel (of Simon, the AsmonsBan, according to the inscription) 
weighing 4^ Dirhem and 1 Exrai* 

* See his ReehUgutaehtmy ed. Sabionetta, No. 74, p. 138, '' I have 
Been many kinds of these coins (with old Hebrew inscriptions) shekels 

B 
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de Rossi (1571);^ also by some learned Christians of 
the 16th century, as William Postell,* (who first in 1538 
transmitted to Paris a representation of a shekel in a 
wood-cut,) Arias Montanus (1572) and others. But with 
the publication of Francis Perez Bayer, archdeacon of 
Valentia, *on Hebraic-Samaritan coins,'* the road towards 
an accurate knowledge of Jewish coins was first commenced. 
Bayer had found means, during his travels in Spain and 
Italy, to collect a considerable number of these coins, and 
to arrange and mterpret them with great abiUly. The 
iUustrations also are produced in a most perfect manner. 
This book caused great excitement, as shortly before a 
German scholar, Olaf Gerhard Tychsen,* had endeavoured 
to point out the spuriousness of all the Jewish coins previ- 
ously known. Bayer, who had already in his prefiu^e refiited 
the assertions of Ty^chsen, again more thoroughly defended 
his opinions, answering farther assertions of Tychsen, in 
his * Vindication of the Hebraic-Samaritan coins.' * From 
this period to the year 1850 veiy little additional infor- ^ 
mation was given on Ihe subject of Jewish numismatics. 

and half shekelB ; many bear the inscription ' in the year of the con- 
solation (HDnsb) of Zion, and in the year of any king.' On one piece I 
saw a IMab bound in the same way aa we bind it, and near the tie an 
Ethrog, A German Jew, who understood the letters on coins, told 
me that he had seen a coin on one side of which there was a Greek 
inscription DnbtD 0723*171*) (Hermes?) and on the other one in old 
Hebrew Onn37) . . . We also possess small copper coins with the 
old Hebrew letters.'* 

^ See his Meor Enajim, chap. 56. The shekel of Simon the Asmonasan 
has been correctly read by Eossi, up to *T"tZ7 (year 4^ which he has read 
" David's shekel." 

^ Alphabeium Duodecim Linguarumy 1538. 

^De numis Sehree<hSafnaritanU, Valentiie Edetanomm, 1781. 

1 Die UnSehtheit der JUdUchen M&nzen mii Hehrauchen und Sanuh 
ritanisehen Buehataben hetneien. Bostock, 1779. 

' Niimorum JIebr<BO'SamaHtanorwn vindieia. Yalentiffi Edetanorum, 
1790. 



INTRODUCTION. Ill 

But in the latter year the distingaiahed nmnismatist Abb6 
Cavedoni wrote the * Numismatica Biblica/* and soon 
afterwards an appendix to the same. They were both 
translated into German in 1855 and 1856, by A. von 
Werlhot * In the meantime, in 1854, M. F. de Saulcy pub- 
lished a work of great excellence, entitled ^ Becherches snr 
la nnmismatique Judaique,' * which was enriched by the 
publication of all the coins he had collected in his travels 
through Palestine and Syria. The plates of this latter 
work are singularly beautifdl. The works of Cavedoni 
and De Saulcy served to keep alive the « interest in this 
branch of science till 1862, when Dr. Levy of Breslau 
published his 'History of Jewish coins,' • a work, to a 
great extent, based on the second volume of Cavedoni, 
but oflFering iu the history of the later period of Jewish 
coinage several new and important attributions. 

And what have we iu English? The only attempts 
have been some small essays by J. Yonge Akerman, John 
Evans and B. Stuart Poole. The first, entitied ' Numis- 
matic Illustrations of the narrative portion of the New 
Testament,'^ deals mostiy, as its name iudicates, with coins 
of the New Testament. The second by Mr. Evans con- 
sists only of a "review of the work of M. de Saulcy ;"• 

' NumUmatiea Bibliea, o tia dichiarazione delle monete antiehe menuh 
rate neUe Sante Seritture. Modena, 1850. 

^ Bibluehe NumUmatik^ von D. Celestino Cavedoni, mu dem Italic 
eniaehen Hbersetzt und mit Zuaatzen verseheUy von A. von Werlhof. 
Hannover, vol. i 1855 ; vol. iL 1856. 

» Paria, 1854. 

' Ghiehichte der Jaditehen MOnaen. Breslau, 1862. Since the publica, 
tion of the work of Dr. Levy, a small pamphlet by the Abb£ Cavedoni 
has appeared in Italian. I^uovi studi sopra le anHche monete OiudaicKey 
published in the AntutU delV Inst di Oorrisp. Archeolog, Boma, 1868. 

7 J. Eussell Smith. 1846. Printed also in the yumutnatie Chronicle^ 
voL viii. p. 188 seq. : and voL i^^ p. 17 seq, 

^ Numiematio Chronicle^ vol. xx. p. 8 eeq. See also two short papers 
on * The Jewish shekel* by J. Cullimore {Numiematic Journal, vol. i. 
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and the third, that of Mr. Poole, is an article (Money) in 
Dr. Smitii's Dicthmry of ^ ^i^fe, where tiie same views 
are maintained as those of Cavedoni in his second volume.' 
From the fiict, therefore, that the study of Biblical numis- 
matics has received so large a share of attention from 
the savans of other nations, and has been comparatively 
neglected in England, we have been encouraged to hope 
that our own labours will receive the appreciation which 
the importance of the subject demands, though the manner 
of treatment may feU to do it entire justice. 

The classification of De Saulcy, on account of being 
written in French, as also from the number of admirable 
plates illustrating it, has been generally received in Eng- 
land. This is much to be regretted, as we think that 
other works should have had their share of attention. 
M. de Saulcy, in our opinion, has given in his work too 
severe a judgment of the first volume of Cavedoni, when 
he says ^ a vote) that this book " n'a gu^re fait avan- 
cer la science numismatique hebraique;"* for though he 
(De Saulcy) has certainly much advanced it by publishing 
many new types, yet Cavedoni's small volume, especially 
as regards the explanation of the types, shows much 
more research, and De Saulcy himself was one of the 
committee who assigned the prix de numismaiique to M. 
Cavedoni in 1851, for this very work, as an inadequate 
recompense, "^ tant de services et k des talents aussi 
distingu^s." * As regards the second volume of Cavedoni, in 
spite of the objections again raised by De Saulcy,* some of 

p. 53), and by the Bey. H. J. Boae {Numismatic Chronicle^ vol xvi. 
p. 89). 

* Since this was written, a paper has appeared by "Mr. Noel Hum- 
phreys '' on Jewish Shekels'* in the Intellectual Observer for December, 
1863. I have already pointed out its numerous errors. (The Beader^ 
December 12th, 1863.) 

1 Num. Jud, p. 6. ' Btnue NumwmaHque^ 1851, pp. 375-378. 

* Bet. Num, 1857, pp. 280-298. 
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whicli we grant are allowable, we consider that had this 
been written in French instead of Italian and German, 
and had such plates been added as may be found in De 
Saulcy, it would have taken its place as the work j^r ex- 
ceUence on Biblical Numismatics. It is now of course 
partially superseded by the work of Dr. Levy, though even 
he has acknowledged the value of Cavedoni by quoting 
from him at almost every page. 

It will be unnecessary here to give my readers an 
account of the classification of M. De Saulcy in detail, as 
they will find a well-written abstract or resumS of the 
same, to which* I have already referred, in the Numismatic 
Chrontde^^ and in Mr. Poole's article, and his attributions 
of the coins when diflfering fi-om others more recent and 
more approved, wiU be noticed in their proper places in 
the following pages. We will therefore pass on to the 
objections of some of those who are not inclined to agree 
with M. De Saulcy's theories. 

Professor Ewald* has submitted De Saulcy's work to a 
lengthened criticism, and rejects altogether the axbitraiy 
assertion that coins were stamped in Jerusalem in the 

* Yol. xz. p. 8 seq. article by Jolrn EvauB, Esq. 

^ Gm. Qel. Am. No. 65, 1855, p. 641-655, and Eoni^l Geselheh. der 
Wusenseh, gu Qoitingen^ No. 8, 1855, quoted by Cavedoni, Bibl, HTum, 
YoL jL p. zix. Ewald himself proposes a new dassification, dividing 
the coins bearing Hebrew inscriptions into four dassee : 1. Asmon^an 
coins; 2. Antigonos coins ; 8. Siklos coins; 4. Simon coins. He places 
the Siklos coins (viz. those which have no name of King, Prince, or High- 
Priest, and the legend 'redemption of Sion,* 'freedom of Sion,' and 
' Jerusalem the Holy,*) to the time of the first of the two great Boman 
wars. If this view be adopted, shekels were not struck when permission 
was granted to the Jews, and during the quiet period of liberty, but 
during the short and stormy period of the Boman war. (Cavedoniy 
JBtbl. JTum, YoL iL p. xziii) It hardly seems worth while to enter 
into a long argument against Professor Ewald's theory, as reasons for 
not adopting it will strike the reader in the criticisms giYen of De Saulcy's 
attributions. 
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reign of Alexander the Great He says, " The author, 
De Saulcy, seems to be so sure of his theory, that he 
assigns the date of all the known coins, on which are found 
the so-called Aaron's rod that budded, and the sacrificial 
cup, and some similar ones, to the first four years after the 
conquest of the Persian Empire, and by placing them toge- 
ther on his first plate, indicates that they are of the High- 
Prie* JaddW, Le.' Wc will ody pi over wh.t7u„. 
essential, (as for instance we fiind, on the closest research, 
that this Jaddua barely lived four years after b. c. 332), 
and inquire on what rests his assertion tibat the Jews in 
Jerusalem had at this time obtained from Alexander ftdl 
tmtonomy^ and the right of stamping money. The 
author's only ground for the assertion is the account by 
Josephus of the march of Alexander against Jerusalem^ 
and his marvellous interview with the High-Priest Jaddua. 
What is the origin of this account, whose prediction it is, 
and what light it throws upon history he does not seem to 
have considered, whereas at present it is well-known on 
how little purely historical ground some of the accounts of 
Mavius Josephus rest. But even if we should take his ac* 
count as it stands, Alexander gave the Jews by no means 
such perfect liberty, that in testimony thereof they xnight 
stamp their own coins. He only gave them, what Cyrus had 
once previously granted them, liberty in all religious mat- 
ters and defence against the Samaritans, and subsequent 
history shows how little this liberty had to do with matters 
of external government. Besides, we are still less able to 
understand why the liberty granted by Alexander from b.c. 
332 should only have lasted four years, and not until the 
time of his death. Though these coins are not exceedingly 
scarce none have hitherto been found belonging to a 
later date than ' the fourth year of the deliverance of 
Zion.' 

^^ Among other proo& of Jewish coining^ at an early 
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date, referred to by the author, is the account given in 
2 Maccabees iv. 19, according to which, before the Asmo- 
naean period, the degenerate High-Priest Jason sent three 
hundred silver drachms as a gift to the Tyrian temple of 
Hercules, but which not being considered suitable for such 
a purpose, were disposed of in a different way by the per- 
sons to whom they were entrusted. * These drachms,' 
says De Saulcy, ' might only have been the half shekels.' 
But if the persons to whom they were entrusted did not 
apply them to their destined purpose for this reason, it 
would surely have been mentioned in the narrative. The 
account only states that the bearers of the money, after 
much consideration, were unwilling to bestow on a heathen 
temple in Tyre a gift sent by a Jewish High-Priest from 
the treasure of the temple at Jerusalem." 

Cavedoni* also brings forward some strong arguments 
against De Saulcy's attribution of the coins, which have 
always been given to Simon Maccabaeus, to the time of 
Alexander the Great " Alexander certainly allowed the 
Jews to live according to their own ordinances, but in no 
way did he permit them full self-government, and still 
less the right of stamping their own coins, which depended 
on a special permission.' The shekel which has hitherto 
been ascribed to Simon the Asmonsean, contained a sixth 
of copper mixed with the silver,' and so do the coins of 
the last Syrian kings, and of the Parthian kings contem- 
porary with Simon the AsmonsBan. • This proves tibat 
Simon regulated the size and alloy of the money he coined 
by that of the neighbouring contemporary kings, so that 
Jerusalem in Alexander's time would have coined tetra- 
drachms of the same weight and value of silver as the 

• Bibh 2fum, voL iL pp. 7 — ^9. 

7 Eckhel, Dad. Num. Vet. vol. i. p. bod. ; 1 Maccab. xr. 6. 

® Bayer, De Num. Seibr. p. 66. 

9 Eckhely Doet, Nun^. Vet, vol. i. p. zzr. ; toL iii. p. 542. 
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Macedonian conqueror. * With the view that the shekel in 
question first was coined in the year of Alexander s visit 
to Jerusalem, De Saulcy can give no reason for the 
absence of the shekel from the fourth* and following 
years, still less is he able, according to his new view, to 
give a reason for the utter absence of Simon's coined 
money, when certainly he was the first of the Asmonasan 
princes who stamped coin, as Scripture testifies. ' . • • 
Simon also paid a numerous army,^ and it was therefore 
necessary that he should remain in firm and legal posses- 
sion of the coins which were called shekels and half- 
shekels, and distinguished by the name of ^ Jerusalem the 
Holy,' as those of the fourth year were by the inscription 
of ^ the deliverance of Zion.' " • 

The answer that M. De Saulcy has made to these, as we 
think, conclusiye argumente, may best be giyen in his 
own words : " Quant aux monnaies que j'ai r^tir^es k 
Simon, frfere de Judas Machab^e, pour les reporter au 
temps d' Alexandre le Grand, je persiste plus que jamais k 
croire que j'ai eu raison d'adopter cette classification, et 
d'autant plus qu'il n'y a que M. Cavedoni, qui ait refris6 

^ Alexander suppressed all the weights in his empire, excepting the 
Attic, which he made the lawful standard, and it is not at aU likely that 
he would have allowed the coinage issued by Jaddua to have been on a 
system different from the Attic (R S. Poole, Art. Maneff in Dr. Smith's 
Diet of the Bible,\ol ii. p. 410.) 

' The shekel of the fourth year has recently been discovered. (See 
under Simon Maccabeus.) 

' 1 Maccab. xr. 6. 

^ Kal UiaKty ahrdic ojpwvia, 1 Maccab. xiv. 32. 

^ '^ In the important prophecies of Zechariah, where he mentions the 
happy condition of the Jews under the Asmomeans, we read, ex ipeo 
(Judah) egredietv/r omnia exactor [UeXavvwy] eirnul (x. 4), which means 
that Israel had its own exchequer, and that taxes were not paid to a 
foreign power, but for its own commonwealth (Patritius, Comment, I. 
de Zaehar» p. 58), and therefore it seems natural that from this time 
the Jews should first have had money of their own." 
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de se rendre k Tevidence de cette nouvelle distribution des 
monuments I Puisque les raisonnements founds k Tap- 
pui de ma classification ne Tont pas touchy, il serait, il 
me semble, inutile de cherclier k le convaincre de la r6alit6 
d'un fait g^n^ralement admis aujourd'-hui, mais que lui 
seul se refiise encore k Taccepter " ! I • 

We have now to deal with the copper coins. De Saulcy 
has assigned coins to Judas Maccabaeus and Jonathan, and 
gives none of any metal to Simon, of whom we should 
chiefly expect to find coins. The coins which are given to 
Judas bear the title of priest and perhaps high-priest, and 
it is not at all certain that Judas ever had this office. ' 
All objections, however, to De Saulcy's attributions are 

^ Bev. ITiirn, 1857, p. 286. De Saulcy doubtless makes these asser- 
tions from the fact of no objections haying been raised in France or 
England. Perhaps not one in ten, in England at least, ever saw Cave- 
doni's work on ' Jewish coins,' or haying seen, could read it, whilst eyery 
numismatist could read De Saulcy's. M. de Longp^rier in a note to this 
passage has ingeniously attempted to account for the existence of shekels 
for three years only. In B.C. 832 Alexander entered Jerusalem, and 
in this year the shekels of the first year were struck. In B.C. 881 
those of the second year were struck, and in b.c. 880 those of the 
third year. During this last year, Alexander succeeded Darius III., 
(Codomonus) to whom the Jews had formerly sworn fealty (Joseph, 
Antiq. zi 8, 9), as King of Asia, and the monetary autonomy ceased. 
Copper coins of the fourth year were struck, but their issue was soon 
stopped. This argument will not hold its ground, now that we possess 
shekels of tiie/ourth year. 

7 Josephus calls Judas ' high priest of the nation,' and says that he 
was elected by the people after the death of Alcimus {AnHq, xiL 10, 6). 
But in the Maccabees (1 Maccab. x. 20), we find that Alcimus did not 
die tiU after the death of Judas Maccabnus, and that Alexander con- 
ferred the priesthood on Jonathan, the brother of Judas. Indeed, 
Josephus elsewhere says that ' the^«^ of the sons of Asmonnus, who 
was high-priest, was Jonathan' (VU. sect. 1). The authority of the 
Maccabees is most to be depended on, though Judas may haye held an 
inferior office under Alcimus, or if elected by the people in opposition to 
AldmuB, was neyer confirmed in his post by the Syrian kings. 
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trifling, in comparison with one which never seems to 
have struck any inquirer, Mr. Poole says, ' " These small 
copper coins have for the main part of their reverse type 
a Greek symbol, the united comu-copiae, and they therefore 
distinctly belong to a period of Greek influence. Is it 
possible that Judas the Maccabee, the restorer of Jewish 
worship and the sworn enemy of all heathen customs, 
would have struck money with a type derived from the 
heathen, and used by at least one of the hated family tibat 
then oppressed Israel, a type connected with idolatry, and 
to a Jew as forbidden as any other of the representations 
on the coins of the Gentiles? It seems to us that this is 
an impossibility, and that the use of such a type points to 
the time when prosperity had corrupted the ruling family, 
and Greek usages once more were powerftd in their influ- 
ence. This period may be considered to commence in 
the rule of John Hyrcanus, whose adoption of foreign 
customs is evident in the naming of his sons &r more 
than in the policy he followed." • 

The coins then tibat are attributed by De Saulcy to 
Judas Maccabseus must be assigned to Judas Aristobulus, 
and those given to Jonathan belong to Alexander Jan- 
naeus. ^ After the statements of the various numismatists 

^ Art. Money ^ Smith's Diet, of the Bible, yoL ii. p. 412. 

* Por the origin of the type of the comacopiffi> see under John Hyr- 
canus. 

^ De Saulcy objects to these attributions on the ground that Judas 
Aristobulus and Alexander Jannieus each took the title of ' king/ and 
therefore these coins, which bear that of ' high-priest/ cannot belong to 
them. He also raises doubts as to the name of Judas belonging to 
Aristobulus (Bev, Num, 1857, p. 288). Josephus, however, says that 
Judas kept ^e priesthood, together with the royal authority^ and that 
Alexander was both king and highprieet for twenty-seven years (Antiq. 
XX. 10). The quarrel with the Pharisees might have made Alexander 
abandon the kingly title and assume the sacerdotal. (See under Judas 
Aristobulus and Alexander Janmeus.) It is Josephus who expressly 
gives to Aristobulus the name of Judas (Antiq. xx. 10). 
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which we have given above, there can be no doubt that 
Simon Was the first Maccabee who issued Jewish money, 
and that John Hyrcanus was the first who coined the 
small pieces with the type of the double comucopise. This 
theory, which was that of Bayer and Eckhel, is carried 
out by Cavedoni, who makes besides several new attri- 
butions, nearly all of which are adopted by Levy, and 
this latter numismatist has thoroughly again investi- 
gated the whole subject of Jewish coinage, and fi-om the 
admirable plates of the work of De Saulcy, formed a com- 
plete history of Jewish coinage, the various novelties of 
which will be noticed in their respective places in the fol- 
lowing pages. 



CHAPTER I. 

EABLT USE OF SILVER AS A MEDIUM OF COMMERCE AND 
TRADE AMONG THE HEBREWS BEFORE THE EXILE. 

The earliest mention, after the Flood, of the use of the 
precious metals in the Bible is in the history of Abraham, 
who came back from Egypt "very rich in cattle, in 
sQver and in gold." ^ Though this passage does not imply 
anything more than ^ bullion/ yet we soon find a notice 
of the use of silver as a medium of exchange. " He 
that is bom in thy house, and he that is bought with 
thy money (^ps silver) must needs be circumcised."* 
More explicit still is the account of the actual pur- 
chase by Abraham of the Cave of Machpelah, in which 
is related that " Abraham weighed (bpttJ^.5) to Ephron the 
silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons of 
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver current with the 
merchant (^nbb nai)» LXX. Soki/wv ifiTropoig)" * Silver as 
a medium of commerce may also be met with among the 
nations of the Philistines. Abimelech, In'ng of Gerar, is 
said to have given to Abraham ^^ a thousand [pieces] of 
silver." * The Lords of the Philistines persuaded Delilah to 
find out wherein the great strength of Samson lay, on the 
promise of "eleven hundred [pieces] of silver,"*whichmoney 
(^ra silver) she afterwards received.* Abimelechthe son 
of Jerubbaal (Gideon) was enabled to form his conspiracy 
by hiring ' vain and %ht persons' with the three-score and 
ten [pieces] of silver taken from the house of Baalberith,^ 
and the eleven hundred [shekels] of silver which Micah 

^ Qen. xiii. 2 ; zxiy. 85. ' Gen. xviL 13. ' Gen. zziii. 16. 
^ Gen. XX. 16. '^ Judges xvi. 5. ^ Judges xvi. 18. 

7 Judges ix. 4. 
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stole and then restored, two hundred of which were melted 
down to form a graven and a molten image, ^ also prove 
the use of silver in its pecuniary character. The purchase 
of Joseph by the " Ishmeelites" (Midianites) who " came 
from Gflead with their camds bearing 'spicery and balm, 
and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt," and who 
paid for his purchase, " twenty [pieces] of silver," * proves 
that silver was recognised as a medium of exchange from 
* Gilead to Egypt^ By the laws of Moses, men and cattle,' 
the possessing houses and fields,^ provisions,' and all fines 
for offences' were regulated by the value of silver money. 
The same may be said of the contribution to the Temple,'^ 
the sacrifice of animals,' the redemption of the first-bom,' 
and the payment to the seer. " 

From these passages it appears that silver was the metal 
usually employed for currency, whilst gold seems to have 
been generally used for ornaments and jewellery, or kept 
in masses ready for use." The jewels borrowed from the 
Egyptians were of both metals, " but Pharaoh put a gold 
chain round the neck of Joseph ; ^' and the earrings and 
bracelets given to Eebekah were also of gold. " At the 
siege of Jericho mention is made of two hundred shekels of 
silver and of a wedge {Heh. tongue) of gold (LXX.yX(3crcraif 
liiav yfivorjv) of fifty shekels weight." Gold is mentioned 
in the time of David, as being used by weight to purchase 

^ Judges xvii. 2-4. * Gen. zzxvii. 25, 28. 

' Levit. xrm.8«^<2'. > ^^^nb. ill. i&seq. ^ Levit. xxvii. 14 Beq^, 

^ Deut. ii. 6, 8; xiy. 26. ^ Exodus xxi. ; xxii. 

7 Exodus xxz.18,15 ; xxxyiii.26. ^ Levit. y. 15. 

^ Numb. iii. 45 seq. ; xyiiL15«^9. ^^ 1 Sam. ix. 7 ieq. 

^^ In 2 Kings y. 5, mention is made of ' six thousand [pieces] of gold ' 
(LXX. iloKiaxiKlovQ 'xpwovc) wbich Naaman took with him on his 
journey to the King of IsraeL The Authorised Version should doubt- 
less have here read shekels, for a weight must be intended. 

" Exod. iii. 22 ; xii. 35. " Gen. xH. 42. 

" Gen. xxiv. 22. ^^ josh. yii. 21. 
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the threshing floor of Qmam " for 600 shekels of gold, by 
weight." * The passage in Isaiah^ has usually been held to 
refer to gold money — " They lavish gold out of a bag, and 
weigh silver in the balance." There is, however, no proof 
that, because gold was kept in a bag, therefore it was coined 
vwney. Eings of gold, however, may have been employed 





A ^^ 




as among the Egyptians,' and though there are some who 
deny the existence of a ring-currency, yet a singular con- 
firmation of the fact occurs in the Old Testament The 
words am Dta (A. V. " earring of gold") are rendered by 
the LXX. " a tetradrachm of uncoined gold" {rerpaSpax/iou 
Xpva-ov KCii acn^/iov)^ thus bearing out the idea that the 
earring or ring presented to Job could be employed as a 
medium of exchange. * 

There can thus be no doubt that silver by we^ht was 

^ 1 Chron. zzi. 26. This is the only example in the Old Testament 
oigold being used as a medium of commerce, if we except the passage 
in Job xlii. 11. It is worthy of remark, that in the parallel passage 
in 2 Sam. xxir. 24, the price paid for the threshing floor and oxen was 
' fifty shekels of nlver.^ 

■ Is. xlvi. 6. 

' The woodcut of the rings is from Wilkinson's Popular aeeount of 
the Ancient EgyptianB, vol. ii. p. 149. The hieroglyphics signify * gold ' 
and 'white gold,* d>. silver. 

^ Job xlii. 11. For the question of ' Eing-currency' see several articles 
in the Numitmatie Chronicle, most of them by W. B. Dickinson, Esq. 
Also consult Mr. Vaux's reply to Mr. Dickinson's theories. {Nim. 
Chron. vol. xvi. p. 128 ieq.) 



4 EARLY USE OF SILVER. 

adc^ted as a medium of exchange hy the Hebrews. 
"Thou shalt have a perfect and a just w«ght"* The 
money' of the sons of Jacob, which thej had taken to 
Egypt, was returned to them, and they found it *' of [full] 
weight." ^ Among the Egyptians there were public 
weighers,' whose business it was to see t^t the weight 



was just, and their money conasted of rings of gold and 
silver, which, though represented on many of the monu- 
ments of Thebes, have never yet been discovered in 
the tombs or mins." Although tiie Bible in many places 
makes mention of a balance, it seems hardly likely 
that it was employed in every transaction of bufdness. 
Without we suppose l^at some fixed weight was assigned 
to single pieces, so as to place it in the form of ' money,' 
many of the above-quoted passages would be difficult of 
interpretation. In the large sum of 603,550 half-shekels, 
which was accumulated by the contribution of each 
Israelite to the Tabernacle, each individual piece could 

' Dent. xiT. 15. ^J^, a stone, yer. 13. 

* ' Bundles of money,' LXX„ liaftot, Gen. xlii. 35. 

T G«n. iliii. 21. 

^ The woodcut is from L^ius, Denkmaler, Abtheilnug, iii. lib. 89, 
No. 8. See Wilkinaon'B Ancient Hgi/ptiane for weights in the fonn of a 
crouching antelope. 

■ Wilkinson, Papular account oftheAneimtEsyptutnM, vol. i^^ 149. 
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hardly have been weighed,* nor could the priests, who 
had charge of the chest set up by Jehoiada near the 
altar, have weighed eveiy half-shekel before putting it 
into the hole of the lid, but when the box was full, they 
put up {Heh. bound up) the bags and told (t. e. counted) the 
amount.' No mention is here made of weighing, though 
we may suppose that, after the money was in the bags, it 
was weighed and the amount told. That there were pieces 
of different denominations we learn from the half-shekel 
which was to be paid as the atonement-money, and from 
the command " the rich shall not give mare and the poor 
shall not give lessJ^ ' Again the quarter-shekel is men- 
tioned as being ' all the silver' the servant of Saul had, 
wherewith to pay the seer.* It seems impossible to believe 
that pieces of silver were carried about by men in bags 
(as was the custom*) or otherwise, without having their 
weights marked on them. K not so, the arrangement of 
business transactions, the presentation of gifts, or any mode 
in which the metal was passed from one person to another, 
must have caused an amount of trouble that we cannot 
suppose to have existed. 

Taking the whole of these &cts together, it seems most 
probable that the Hebrews had even before the Exile silver 
pieces of a definite weighty and used them in trade. By this 
I do not mean cains^ which are pieces struck under an 
authority. It being then admitted that pieces of a certain 
weight were current before the Exile, why have not the 
numerous excavations in Palestine, Syria, and Phoenicia 
discovered an example ? Because " the idea of money in 
modem times, being attached to medal money only, such 

^ Exod. mviii. 26. 

* 2 Kings adi. 9 Beq, ; Cf. 2 Chron. xxiv. 8 seq. The half-shekel that 
was paid was the amount at which every man was taxed. (Exod. xxx. 18.) 

* Exod. xxx. 15. ^ 1 Sam. ix. 8, 9. 

* Of. Gen. xlii. 35;2 Kings t. 23; xii. 10. 

C 
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pieces, if found, would not have been noticed, but melted 
domnr^ Even whilst current they were melted down. 
Shaphan the scribe came to the King Josiah and said "Thy 
servants have gathered together (^^"^i^n j LXX. ixtoucvaaUf 
Toelted)^ the money that was found in the house and have 
delivered it into the hand of them that do the work, that 
have oversight of the house of the Lord." * The same 
plan was followed by Darius, who melted the gold and 
silver into earthen vessels, which when full were removed 
(e. e. broken off), leaving the metal in a mass. When any 
was wanted, a piece was broken off as necessity required.* 
These passages go far to prove that the bullion before 
re-issuing was melted and cast into pieces of a certain 
weight, perhaps even being stamped with some impress.* 

Some other terms occur in the Old Testament which 
have been thought to signify some kind of money. It is 
recorded of Jacob, that he bought a parcel of a field at 
Shalem "for an hundred peaces of money."* The word 
here employed is kesttak (ntD'^to}:). The same word also 
occurs in Joshua' and Job.* Now what is the kesttak ? 
The ancient interpreters have understood it to signify ' a 
lamb,' and the Septuagint renders the word in these three 
passages by iKarou cifipoii/y a/Mi/dScDu eKarouy and afiudSa 
fiiai^. Hence it has been inferred that it was a coin 
stamped with the figure of a lamb, and representations of 
the supposed coin have often been given. The coins, how- 
ever, that are quoted as examples of the kesitah belong 
probably to Cyprus and were not struck till after B. c. 450. 

• W. B. Dickinson, Num, Chron, N. S. vol. ii. p. 180. 

7 O'^ipn melted ?, but see Ezek. xzii. 20 ; also cf. Job z. 10, wbere the 
same word is employed in the sense of ' pour out* (Gesen. Thee. b« t. 
^n^, p. 926). 

8 2 Kings xxii. 9 ; 2 Chron. miv. 17. » Herod, iii. 96. 
^ W. B. Dickinson, Num, Chron. vol. vii. p. 94. 

• Gen. xxxiii. 19. * Josh, ixiv, 82. * Job xliL 11, 
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The real meaning of kesttah seems to be ' a portion/ and 
it is evidently a piece of silver of miknown weight.* Mr. 
Poole, speaking of this word, says, " the sanction of the 
LXX, and the use of weights having the forms of lions, 
bulls, and geese, by the Egyptians, Assyrians, and probably 
Persians, must make us hesitate before we abandon a ren- 
dering so singularly confirmed by the relation of the Latin 
pecunia and pecus.^^ ^ 

The terms ^05 ^gn Ratsee hesefph? (LXX. apyvpiov)^ and 
^M^t^Haw Agorat Jceseph^ {JLjKX.. o^oXos)^ rendered in our 
version by ' piece of silver,' may be considered merely 
as expressive of any small denomination of money, and 
the former in no way implies a coin. The word ^^3^ 

Jceseph^ which usually is translated apyvpiou^ though some- 
times xpv(rov9,'iB also in some passages represented in the 
LXX. by crticXos'.* 

A very remarkable passage is that in Ezekiel, * which is 
supposed to signify brass money. ^ The Vulgate renders 

' Hussejy Stsaif on ancient Weights and Monetfj p. 194 ; QueipOy 
Iksai sur les Systimes Mitriques, vol. i. p. 91 and p. 544, note 25. 

^ Smith's Diet of the Bible, art. Money, cf. "pi^ of lead.** 

7 Pb. kviii 80. 

» 1 Sam. ii. 36. The nnH2l4 (g probably the same as the nna. The 
LXX. interpret both by o/3oXoc, and the Vulg. interprets the former by 
nummiiSf and the latter by obelus. The Targum has upon this passage 
of Samuel the explanation ^ppl H7P^» pro obolo argenteo. The Chal- 
dee word S3713 or ni72D has been explained by Waser (JDe Num. Hebr. 
1. ii. c. 19) as ^ a small coin equal to four issarim.' {Bev. Num. 
1858, p. 864.) See note on the obolue, under Soman money, at the 
end of volume. 

* Glen, xzxvii. 28 ; xlv. 22. Yossius (De LXX. Internet, p. 89) 
defends this translation, but it does not seem clear why it was adopted. 
Josephus {Antiq. ii. 3, 3) says that Joseph was sold by his brethren for 
twenty mina. This does not make the first passage more intelligible. 

^ In Isaiah vii. 23, the word ^03 is rendered by eUXoQ in the LXX. 
by argenteue in the Yulg. and by eilverling in our version. 

* Ezek. xvi. 36. . • Gesenius, Lex. s. v. ril^n? 

c 2 
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the Hebrew reading iTif??>n3 ifCB^n ]vi by * quia effiisuin est 
aes tuum/ and the Authorised Version ^because thy 
filthiness was poured out.' Brass money at this period is 
very unlikely to occur, as it was the latest metal intro- 
duced for money into Greece. Nor indeed is coined money 
found in the time of Homer, but trafl&c was carried on 
either by simple barter/ or by means of masses of un- 
wrought iron, like lumps of iron, * or by quantities of gold 
and silver, especially of gold, ^ which latter metal, men- 
tioned in the expression ToKavrov xpvcrov^ seems to have 
been the only one measured by weight. 

* 21 vii. 472 ; xxiii. 702 ; Odyss. I 430. 
« II mii. 826 ; Orfyw. i. 184. 

« II ix. 122, 279 ; ziz. 247 ; zziii. 269 ; Odyss. i. 184 ; iy. 129 ; yiii. 
393 ; iz. 202, etc. 



CHAPTER II. 

WHAT PEOPLE FIRST COINED MONEY? — ^THE MATERIALS 

EMPLOYED FOR MONEY. 

The invention of coined money * is a question which has 
been often discussed. In the countries where we should 
have expected to have found the earliest coins, not a single 
coin has yet been discovered. Egyptian money, as stated 
in the previous chapter,* was probably composed of rings of 
gold and silver, and Egypt never had a coinage' till intro- 
duced when conquered by the Persians * and afterwards by 
the Greeks. In Assyria and Babylonia only clay tablets 
commemorating grants of money specified by weight have 
been found in considerable numbers, and in Phoenicia, a 
country most likely to have produced a coinage, no pieces 

^ The tenns employed by the Greeks for ' money,' are iipyvpioy, XPW^' 
rof and ydfufffm, -It was called Apyvpiov from &fyyvpoc silver, and this 
latter word was itself sometimes used to signify ' money ' (Soph. Antig. 
295). All words connected with ' money ' were derived from &pyvpoc 
and not from ypwroCf as Karap'/vp6w * to bribe with money/ ipyvpa^ifitA 
' money-changers/ etc. though there is one example of the employment 
of •xpvvhQ in JSschylus, b ypvaafwl(ioc ^'"Apiyc vwfidnay {Agam. 436, see 
Hussey, Weights and Measures, chap, v* sect. 2 ; and Bawlinson, Herod, 
voL i. Ap.)f but with allusion to weight (Kal raXayroirxpc iv fidxj^ ^op6c 
ver 437). XpiifiaTa signifies all that is needful for the employments 
of life, especially property, money (Cf. Pindar, Isthm. B. v. 17.) ^6fiiafia 
from y6twCi anything recognised by established law, hence current coin, 
(Cf. Deinosth. contra Timocrat. ed. Didot, p. 867 ; Aristoph. Nub, 247.) 
For the terms employed by the Bomans, see below under Sotnan money.- 
' ' See p. 8 and woodcut. 

' Sir G. Wilkinson says that the papyri state that the Egyptians had 
unstamped copper money called ' pieces of brass,' which, like the gold 
and silver, was taken by weight even in the time of the Ptolemies. 
(Pop* Aeet, o/Ane. Egyptians, voL ii. p. 150.) 

* Herod, iv. 166. 



10 WHAT PEOPLE FIRST COINED MONEY? 

of an antiquity earlier than the Persian rule have hitherto 
come to light/ 

Before the introduction of coined money into Greece 
by Pheidon, king of Argos, there was a currency of o^cX/cr- 
KO'^ * spits' or 'skewers/ six of which were considered a 
handful {8pay)irj). Col. Leake • thought that they were 
pyramidal pieces of silver^ but it seems more probable that 
they were nails of iron or copper^ capable of being used as 
spits in the Homeric fashion. This is likely from the &ct 
that six of them made a handful, and that they were 
therefore of considerable size.^ 

There are two accounts relative to the invention of 
coined money, one that it was first struck in ^gina, the 
other that it was due to the Lydians. The former opi- 
nion has been maintained by a distinguished numismatist 
recently deceased.* The principal authority appealed to, is 
that of the Parian marble. This states *A(f>o5 $ . . Sodu 
6 *Apy€io9 • • . • aj/€(rK€vaa€ Kal uo/ua/ia apyvpovp 
cV hlylvrj eTTolrjo'eUj iudeKaro^ a>u d(f> *H/)a#cX€OW.* But 
this chronicle only declares that Pheidon stamped silver 
coins, not that he was the first who did so, and that he 
struck them in jiEgina, but it is not said that this was not 
also done elsewhere or at an earlier date, nor does it 
determine that the ^Eginetans had not coined money before 
Pheidon.* Ephorus expressly states that Pheidon employed 

^ Bawlinson, Herod, vol. i. App. pp. 684, 685. 

^ i\r»fii. Chron, YoL xyii. p. 203 ; Num. Hell. App. p. 1. 

7 BawlisBon, Herod. yoL i. App. p. 688. 

^ Leake, NumUmata Helleniea^ Appendix ; Numismatic Chronicle, 
Yol. xvii. p. 202 8eq. 

• Draff. Hist. Ormc. vol. i. ed. Didot, p. 646. 

^ The date of Pheidon according to the marble is b.o. 895, but Bockh, 
Clinton, and MiiUer place him between B.C. 783 and B.C. 744, and Grote 
between b.o. 770 and B.C. 730 (Grote, Hitt. of Greece, yoI. iv. p. 419). 
Herodotus says that Pheidon only regulated the weights and measiires 
among the Peloponnesians (?i. 127). 
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the u^glnetans to strike money for him,* and the inference 
is that the people of Argos were at this time ignorant of 
the method of stamping money, and that the ^ginetans 
had made some progress in the art.' This supposition has 
been shown to be highly probable by Mr, Borrell, who 
attributes a coin on which are two dolphins, and on the 
reverse an incuse square, to Pheidon king of Argos, while 
the known -^ginetan coins, marked with a turtle or a 
tortoise, are from their workmanship of an earlier date. 
The weight, and the general form and fabric of the corns 
seem also to favour this conclusion. The reason of the 
adoption of this device of two dolphins for coins of Pheidon 
is unknown, but Mr. Borrell has ingeniously, but not con- 
clusively, conjectured that " it would neither suit the 
-^ginetae to impress the coins they fabricated for Pheidon 
with the private mark or symbol of their own people, nor 
for Pheidon to have permitted it."* 

The other account is derived from the authority of 
Herodotus, who says, " they (the Lydians) were the first 
nation to introduce the use of gold and silver coin," * a 
statement confirmed by Xenophanes of Colophon.* His- 
tory certainly is in favour of a Lydian origin, which has 
been successftilly argued, in a short essay on the re- 
spective claims of the Lydians and Greeks,^ but in order 
to arrive at a satisfectory conclusion, it is necessary to 
examine the coins of these respective countries that have 
been preserved to us. 

" The earliest eledrum coins have the appearance of 

' ""E^iopoc h^ kv Aly/i^ Apyvpov wptHroy Koniival ^ritriv inro ^ti^uivoc, 
Eplionis ap. Strabo, lib. viii. cap. vi. ed. Didot, p. 323. 

' Kal frpioTOi (Aiytv^rac) y6fiitrfia MrpavrOf kclL c£ ahr&y eKXififi 
rdfuvfia Alytvahy, .Mian. Var» Hut, xii. 10. 

^ NumUmatie Chronicle^ vol vi. p. 42 seq, 

« Herod. I. 94. « Pollux, ix, 83. 

7 Bawlinson, Herodotus, voL i. App, p. 683 ieq. 
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greater antiquity than any in the whole Greek eeries, which 
will eatiafactorily explain the remark of Herodotus con- 
cerning the Lydians having first struck money, and it seems 
more probable that the invention was of Asiatic orig^, as 
the part of Asia to which this eledrum class belongs was 
at this early period subject to the Lydian Kings. The 
oldest pieces are staters and smaller 
coins, with rude and seemingly un- t 
meaning incuse stamps on the ob- 
verse, and on the reverse a mere '' 
mark of the rough surface of the 
anvil. These are followed by coins with a rude design on 
the obverse, and irregular - — 

incuse stamps in a square on 
the reverse."' After a time 
there are coins of Lydia 
with Lydian types. On the 

obverse the heads of a lion and a bull feeing each other 
are represented, and on the reverse a rude incuse square 
{quadratum tncusuvt). The coins with the type of the lion 
and bull, both of which seem to have been Lydian 
emblems,* have been attributed by Mr. Borrell to Croesus, 
king of Lydia, and have been 
thought to have been struck (j 
at Sardis, which is somewhat 
corroborated by the feet that all that have been discovered 
have been found within a radius of thirty males fi^m that 
capital. ' These coins are of gold and silver. The gold 
have nearly the same weight as the gold Barics, 124 to 126 
grains, and the principal silver ones have the same weight 
as the so-called silver Danes {sigh'), viz. 80 to 83 grains. 
There is, however, a silver Lydian coin given by Borrell, 

B R S. Poole, art. Numi»matict, Encyd. Brit. 8th ed. p. 376. 

» Herod, i. 50, 84. . • ^bih. Chron. vol. ii. p. 216 9eq. 
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weighing 161 grains, and one in the Britieh Musemn weighs 
163 grains. These last two are doubtless pieces of two 
tigli.* 

The coins of jEg^a do not appear so rude as those of 
Lydia. They are, however, of extreme antiquity ; on the 
obTcrse is a turtle or a tortoise, — /^^^ 

and on the reverse a rude incoae h^^^ ^ * K^m??^ 
stamp. Gradually the rude stamp w«Ljf^ V^ i^r 
gives place to an indented square ^w^'^ ^•■S^P' 

divided into four compartments by raised lines, one quarter 
bdng again divided by a diagonal line, so as to form five 
compartments;' and shortly after the letters AIF or AIFI 
for AiriNHTON are introduced into the upper part of 
the square, and a figure of a dolphin generally into one of 
the lower parts. On the 
specimen here engraved 
the AI is on the obverse, 
and the IN[riN ?] on the 
reverse. It may then be 

feirly assumed, as has already been remarked by a gentle- 
man, who has paid much attention to ' Bullion and Medal 
currency,' that the first idea of impress and the invention / 
of an actual coin may be assigned to Lydia, while the per- 
fecting the coin by adding a reverse design^ thereby com- 
pleting the art of coinage, may be given to the jEginetans. * I 
These coins are struck according to the weight of the talent 
of .^Igina, of which the drachm at the time of the earliest , 
pieces weighed 96 grains. 

We diall not then be wrong in supposing that Greek i 

* See chapter on " "Weights," 

* There are ucmally only Sve compartments on the .£ginetan rareraeB, 
but in the sale catalogue of the coins of Henry Pershouse, Esq. lot 68, 
a reverse of eight divisions is mentioned {2fum. Chron. N. S. vol. ii. 
p. 127, wfe). 

* W. B. Dickinson, Num. Chron. N. S. vol. ii. p. 128. 
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coinage may be carried up to the 8tli century b.c,, though 
I purely Asiatic coinage cannot be taken up to so early a 
^ate. The use of coined money in Palestine cannot have 
Existed till after the taking of Samaria by the Assyrians 
(in B.C. 721.) 

The three metals employed by the Greeks and Bomans 
for the fitbrication of their coinage were, as at the present 
day, gold, silver, and copper. Other metals and materials 
were however sometimes used: Iron is mentioned as 
having been used by the Lacedaemonians and Byzantines.* 
Aristotle says that the people of Clazomense had iron 
money .^ Several other authorities have been collected with 
reference to iron money, but no specimens have come down 
to the present day, probably owing to the metal so easily 
perishing.'^ Tin is said to have been struck by Dionysius I. 
tyrant of Syracuse,® and there is a notice of false tin coins 
in a law of the Digest' British and Eoman tin coins are 
known to exist. Leaden money is frequently mentioned 
by the poets. Whether the leaden money was true money 
is doubtful ; * but a leaden pattern of a stater of Philip IT. 
king of Macedonia is in the British Museum. LeaiJier 
money is said to have been used by the Carthaginians, 
Spartans, and Bomans, and wood and shells are also quoted 
as materials for money. In modem times leather money 
was more prevalent. 

Under WUliam I. king of Sicily (1154—1166), the 
Sicilians were compelled to bring gold and silver to 
Palermo and other towns, and received in exchange a kind 
of leather money bearing the monogram of the king.* The 
earliest specimen that I have seen is that struck by the 

* Pollux, vii. 156. * Oeconom, li. 2, 16. 

7 Eckhel, Doct Num. Vet. voL i. Proleg. vi. 
« Aristot. Oeeonom. ii. 2,20; Pollux, ix. 79. » xlviii. TU. 19, 

^ Eckhel, /. c. * Betme Numimatique, 184i2, p. 52. 
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town of Leyden when besieged by the Spaniards in 1574 ; 
and the British Museum has recently acquired an example 
of a sequin in leather of Francesco Comaro (1656). It is 
of great rarity. At the present day countries Uttle ad- 
vanced in civilization use ornamental articles, as sheUs, 
glass beads, <S:c. In 1851 more than 1000 tons of cow* 
ries were brought from the East Indies to Liverpool, to be 
exported thence to the West coasts of Africa and exchanged 
for pakn oil. In the British West-Indian islands, pins, a 
sKce of bread, a pinch of snuff, a dram of whisky, and in 
the central parts of South America, soap, chocolate, cocoa- 
nuts, eggs, &c. serve the same purpose.' 

' J. Yates. " Descriptive Cat, of a collection of current Coins of all 
countries, exhibited in the JEshibition 0/1862.^^ 
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CHAPTER m. 

l^HE MONEY EMPLOYED BY THE JEWS AFTER THEIR RETURN 
FROM BABYLON UNTIL THE REVOLT UNDER 

THE MACCABEES. 

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia (b.c. 536), an 
edict was issued throughout his whole kingdom ; — " Thus 
«uth Cyrus, king of Perda, The Lord God U heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he hath 
charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people, 
his God be with him and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of 
Israel (he is the God), which is in Jerusalem. And who- 
soever remaineth in any place where he sojoumeth, let the 
men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and 
with goods, and with beasts, beside the free-will offering 
for the house of God that is in Jerusalem." * This decree 
was immediately responded to, and 42,360 persons set 
forth for Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel and 
the high-priest Jeshua, carrying with them the vessels of 
the old Temple, which had been preserved at Babylon. 
Shortly after the return, an altar was erected upon the 
ruins of the Temple, and the customary sacrifices were 
offered, and in the second year (b. c. 535) the foundation of 
the Temple was laid. Amidst frequent interruptions from 
the Samaritans, the people, aided by the encouragements 
and rebukes of Zechariah and Haggai, and by numerous 
contributions, at last completed the Temple in the sixth 
year of Darius the son of Hystaspes (b. c. 516), who ordered 

^ Ezra i. 2 — 4. 
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that the expenses of the work should be defrayed out of the 
pubKc revenue.* The contributions are especially men- 
tioned : — " and some of the fetthers, when they came to the 
house of the Lord, which is in Jerusalem, offered freely for 
the house of God, to set it up in its place. They gave after 
their ability unto the treasure of the work threescore and 
one thousand drams of gold (D'»3te?'^? Darkemonim; LXX. 

Xpvaiop KoOapop /jlpou] Cod. Alex, ^vcriov Spax/id^] Vulg. 
9olidos\ and five thousand pound of silver, and one hun- 
dred priests' garments."' About fifty-eight years later 
(b. c. 458) Ezra led home a second colony of Jews from 
Babylon, and thirteen years afi«r (b. c. 445) Nehemiah, the 
cupbearer of Artaxerxes Longimanus, obtained his leave 
to go up to Jerusalem to build the walls of the city. 
Soon aftier the arrival of Ezra, he had committed the care 
of the treasures to the priests; "and I (Ezra) weighed 
unto them the silver and the gold and the vessels, even 
the offering of the house of our God, which the king and 
his counsellors, and his lords, and all Israel there present 
had offered ; I even weighed unto their hand six hundred 
and fifty talents pf silver, and silver vessels an hundred 
talents, and of gold an hundred talents; also twenty 
basons of gold, of a [t. e. to the value of a] thousand drams 
(D'^ahanTH. Adarkonim; LXX. xpvaol eh ttjp 68op, yiXioi ; 
Cod. Alex. €4^ T^u 68ov Bpa-jQmv yjXioi ; Vulg. $oltdos\ 
and two vessels of fine copper, precious as gold."* Nehe- 
miah also informs us that ^^some of the chief of the 

• Ezra vi 8, 16, 16, 19. * Ezra ii. 68, 69. 

* Ezra yiii. 25 — 27. KcU aKtvri ^^oXjcov arlXjioyrot iiyaOov iiA^opa 
irtdvfsnro. iv x(>vff/f» (ver. 27). These YeBsels may have been like those 
of * bright brass ' in 1 Kings vii. 45 ; Dan. x. 6. Perhaps they were 
composed of oriehalcum. Josephus speaks of '' copper more precious 
than gold," of which Solomon made the brazen vessels in the Temple 
{AnUq. yii. 5, 8 ; zL 5, 2.\ and Cicero reckons orielu^m a thousand 
times the worth of gold. {Qffie, iii. 28.) A ' fine brass' (xoXxoXi^ai^oy) 
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• ____ ___ 

fitthers gave unto the work. The Tirshatha* gave to 
the treasure a thousand drams of gold (D'^ptesn? {Parke- 
Tnonim ; LXX. 'xpvaovs xi\iov9\ fifty basons, five hundred 
and thirty priests' garments. And some of the chief of 
tlie feithers gave to the treasure of the work twenty 
thousand drams of gold (D'*3^r>?'i"5, Darhemonim ; LXX 
•Xpvaov uofiiafiaros 8vo fivpidSas^j and two thousand 
and two hundred pound of silver. And that which the 
rest of the people gave was twenty thousand drams of 
gold (D''5bfi?7? Darhemonim; LXX. xpvcrioi; hvo /wpi-* 
dSas)y and two thousand pound of silver, and threescore 
and seven priests' garments." ' 

Though there are several opinions concerning the deri- 
vation of ' Adarkonim' and ' Darkemonim/ it is in any 
case agreed that by these words the Persian ^ Daric ' is 
intended. That the Hebrew word is the name of a coin 
and not of a weight is evident from its similarity to the 
Greek word ' Daric' (AapciKo^). The origin of this coin has 
been sought in the name of Darius, either Darius the Mede, 
or Darius son of Hystespes. Salmasius connecte it ^di 
the Arabic dirhem^ and Gesenius' suggests the Persian 
word Dara^ * King.' This seems the most likely, as the 

is mentioned in Bev. i. 15 and ii. 18. Some suppose it to be optlxaXxoCf 
others to be x^^f^oc \iirap6cy others ' deep-coloured frankincense.' (Smith's 
IHct. of the Bible, s. w. Brass and Copper,) 

B Wyjjhn (always written with the article KTI^nrin) LXX., 
udep<raada^ Ezra ii. 68 ; Neh. yii. 65, 70 ; viii. 9 ; iifn-apvaaSa, x. 1 ; 
Marg. A. Y. gowmor. A title of the Persian governor of Judiea, 
perhaps derived from the Persian ^J^j torsh, * severe, austere ;' comp. 
Gestrenger Serr^ * His severity,' a title formerly given in Germany 
to the consuls of free and Imperial cities. (Gtesenius, Lex. ed. TregeUes, 
B. V. ^1^^). 

^ Nehemiah vii. 70-72. At the time of David the people gave 
for the service of the house of Ood ' five thousand talents and ten 
thousand drams,' etc. (D'^SID'l'TQ Adarkonim ; LXX. ^pveovQ ; 
Yulg. soUdos.) 1 Chron. xxix. 7. 7 Sandw. 8. v. 
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figure represented on the Dane is not any particular king, 
but ' the King of Persia ' in an abstract sense. Dr. Levy- 
does not seem satisfied with the result of these various 
opinions, and has thrown out a suggestion which may be 
considered ingenious, but which cannot, I think, be adopted. 
" The root-word (he says) is evidently '^Tl j but this signi- 
fies * to stride,' ' tread,' ' step forward,' by reason of the 
forward placing of one foot, which a man does in bending 
the bow ; fiJ^i? ij^T ' to bend the bow;' (see the striking ob- 
servation of Koster in explanation of the Hebrew expression 
^oJp tfii for * to bend the bow,' in Ewald's '^Jahrbiicher 
der hibl. Wissenschafi^^ Gottingen, 1861, p. 13, sq.) Accord- 
ing to Koster the construction ^^'i?. ^^^ is a 'paratactic,' by 
which is set forth a significant accessory motion, instead of 
the verb proper — * to tread a bow,' instead of ' to bend the 
bow with the forward step of the foot.' Similar is ^^t "Htt^o 
for ' drawing forth the seed,' to scatter it abroad with a 
drawing motion of the hand, ' with a regular drawing.' 
(Amos ix. 13.) We think then that from ^^ " to bend 
the bow" was formed a noun pDm, or, with the Aleph 
prefixed, ^i^itm ' archer.' Thus by reason of the * archer' 
that was struck upon them the coins have received the 
name, for in fact the ancients called the old Persian gold 
coins TO^oTcUf Sagtttariz. Also that, in this case a more 
expanded form ]ir>Dm may have formed itself from the 
simple prrr is very possible, for the mem is easUy inserted."* 
The Persian daric was a thick piece of gold of archaic 
style, as the following woodcut shows : — 





Ohv. Figure of a king with bow and javelin, (or bow and dagger) 
kneeling. Beu. An irregular incuse square. 

* JUd. M&nzen, pp. 19, 20, note. 
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The fiill weight of these coins is 129 grs. troy, and the 
ordinary Danes are common. Levy, however, gives a 
copy of a dovhle piece, of which, he says, only three are 
known, thus calling the usually received Daric, a AaZ/'Daric. 
There is, however, no specimen of this larger Daric in the 
British Museum, and from the extreme ease with which 
these pieces could be forged, we must decline to believe in 
their existence till we have actually seen and tested them.' 

Besides these gold Darics, there was a silver coin circu- 
lating in Persia, called by the Greeks ' The Siglos/ Mention 
also is probably made of this piece in the Old Testament 
" But the former governors that had been before me were 
chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them bread 
and wine, beside forty shekels of silver (LXX. apyvpiov 
SiSpax/ia TeaaapaKOPTajJ^ ^ Of these silver pieces, twenty 
went to one gold Daric, * which would give a ratio of gold 
to silver, 1 to 13.' They were, like the gold coins, im- 
pressed with Uie figure of an archer. 

After the death of Nehemiah, the administration of 
Jewish affairs was left in a great measure to the priests. 
This circumstance was fer from keeping up the sacred 
office, ihe temp»«l power veated k Lm .tintag ^ 
many aspirants, whose object was solely that of temporal 

aggrandisement, and who were entirely wanting in the 

« 

• See chapter on * Weights,' and the note on the * Daric' 
^ Nehemiah y. 15. 

' Mommsen, Qeschichte des Eomiachen MUnzweaens^ pp. 13 and 
855 ; QueipOy Eaaai tur lea Syatkmea Mitriquesy vol. i. p. 100. The 
' siglos ' is described by Xenophon {Andb. L 5, 6) as equal to 7^ Attic 
oboli, 6 le <rly\o^ Ivvarai. eirra o^Xovc Jcai j^fiijSoXiov. Gllie oboluB of full 
weight was 11-25 grs. (Leake, Num. Selly Europe, p. 21) ; 1125 X 75 
= 85'375, and 84 is about the weight of the silver Darics. It will thus 
be seen that the triyXol has no connection with the oIkKo^ (weighing 220 
grams), excepting in name. The silver Darics mentioned by Plutarch 
(Cm. 10) are probably * sigli.' (See chapter on * Weights.') 

• Herod, iii. 95. 
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higher qualificationB necessary for the office. The negli- 
gence and wickedness of the priests are complained of by 
Malachi, and a heavy threatening denounced against 
thenu^ Li the reign of Darius 11., first named Ochus 
and then Nothus, who had assumed the throne on the 
death of Sogdianus (one of the illegitimate sons of Arta- 
xerxes), the Egyptians expelled the Persians from Egypt, 
and chose a king of their own, Amyrtaeus (b.c. 414). To 
bring them again into subjection the Persians marched 
through Judaaa : and though the Jews remained Mthfrd to 
the Persian sway, it is impossible to suppose that they 
were not in some measure sufferers from this intrusion. 
Artaxerxes IL Mnemon, the son and successor of Darius 
Nothus, made vigorous efforts to restore the Persian power 
in Egypt, and the invading army on its way towards 
Egypt took its course along the coasts of Palestine, which 
caused considerable disquiet to the Jews. With perhaps 
this exception they enjoyed peace during the reign of this 
king. At the time of this invasion {circ. B.c. 373) John 
was High-Priest at Jerusalem. He had, however, a rival 
in his brother Jesus, whose claims were &voured by the 
Persian governor Bagoses, who promised to procure for 
him the nomination to the priesthood. But before he 
could assume this office, he was slain by his brother. The 
insult was avenged by Bagoses, who harassed the Jews 
for seven years.* 

In the year b.c. 336, Alexander, son of Philip of Mace- 
don, ascended the throne. In the same year Darius HI. 
ascended the throne of Persia in the place of Arses (son 
of Artaxerxes HL Ochus), who had been murdered by 
Bagoas. These two kings, Alexander and Darius, were 
destined to be rivals, and the result of their wars effected 
the overthrow of one of the great Eastern kingdoms. The 
battle of Issus in b.c. 333 decided the &.te of the Persian 

^ Malachi i. and ii. ^ Joseph. Antiq. zi. 7, 1. 
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Empire ; but Alexander, not waiting to pnrsne Darius, 
advanced into Phoenicia. With the exception of Tyre, 
all the cities tendered their submission. Angry with the 
obstinate defence which this city made, Alexander laid 
siege to it, and took it in B.a 332. After his success 
here he advanced towards Jerusalem, the High-Priest of 
which city had refiised to violate his oath of fealty to Darius 
in &.vour of the king of Macedon. At Sapha he was 
met by a solemn procession, headed by Jaddua the High- 
Priest, in whom he recognised the likeness of a person who 
had appeared to him in a dream, and believing that the 
incident was due to Divine interposition, he is said to have 
saluted him with reverence and afterwards to have sacri- 
ficed in the Temple. Whether this story is truthftJ or 
not, is open to doubt It is certain, however, that Alexan- 
der, by some means or other, was led to abandon his 
intention of chastising the Jews, that the Jews were 
allowed the enjoyment of many considerable privileges 
during his reign,* and had much cause for regret when he 
died (b.c. 324). 

At this period the coinage was a very rich one. It con- 
sisted of gold, silver, and copper.^ The usual gold coin 

was the stater^ called by Pollux * AXe^wSpcio^y and the 
silver coins were tetradrachms and drachms. These coins 
were struck afi«r the Attic standard, introduced by Alex- 
ander the Great, instead of the Phoenician and -^ginetan 
standards, which were largely used in Macedonia and 
Greece, except Athens and Corinth* Of the tetradrachms 
of this period struck in Palestine two specimens are 

^ He permitted the Jews to hold Samaria free from tribute (Joseph. 
contra Apion, ii. 4), a privilege offered at a later time to Jonathan by 
Demetrius I. [See our Introduction.'] 

^ For an account of the coinage of Alexander the Great, see Nwnu- 
maiiquc ^Alexandre te Orand^ 8yo., with plates and tables 4to., by L. 
Mttller. Copenhagen, 1856. 
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extant in the Paris and Gotha Museums, struck at Scytho- 
polis and Sycamina. Scythopolis in Samaria was a 
town of considerable importance, at which three roads 
met, the first northward from Damascus, the second east- 
ward from Bostra in Arabia, and the third westward from 
Jerusalem; and a fourth route placed it in communication 
with the towns of Ace,® Sycamine^ and Stratonis Turns 
(Caesarea Palsestinae). From this it may be inferred that 
Scythopolis had a considerable commerce with these 
maritime cities. At a later period (a.d. 64) the number of 
Jews in Scythopolis was very considerable, and 13,000 
are stated to have been murdered by the inhabitants.^ 
Sycamina [Hepha or Haifa) was situated between Acre and 
Csesarea PalaestinsB. Of Joppa there are tetradrachms of 
Alexander in the collections of Vienna, Berlin, Paris, and 

Copenhagen, bearing the initials I 11, and it no doubt 
suppKed Jerusalem witii money, being a town of import- 
ance and the seaport of that city. A considerable number 
of coins seem to have been struck also at Ace. 

After the death of Alexander the Great, his large pos- 
sessions were divided among his generals. The scope of 
this work renders it impossible to describe the dissensions 
amongst them. Until the Jews fell into the hands of 
Ptolemy I. Soter they had much cause of complaint in con- 
sequence of their country lying between the two great king- 
doms of Syria and Egypt, and liable to be harassed by 
invaders. Under the first Seleucidae the same system of 
coinage as under Alexander the Great, seems to have been 
adopted. There are coins of Seleucus I. Nicator, with the ini- 
tials AI, supposed to have been struck at Diospolis (Lydda). 



^ Aecho, now called 8L Jean d^Acre, It was named Ptolemais after 
one of the Ptolemies, probably Soter. 
> Joseph. Bell Jud. ii 18, 3. 

D 2 
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This dty was utuated at no great distance &om Joppa, on 
the grand road leading from thia town to Jerosalem, and 
was probably a place of great commercial importance. The 
recovery of Babylon by Selenoas L Nicator, took place in 
B. a 312, and it is fix>m this date that the Seleomdan era waa 
reckoned. It Beems vety probable that the coins of Tyre 
Mid Sidon, with names of the Seleucldte, and bearing the 
dates of the Seleucidan era were in circulation in Palestine 
at this period. So also under the Lagidee we find money 
of the Egyptian kings retained on the old Macedonian 
or Phoesucian standard. Ptolemy L struck coins towards 
the end of his reign at Tyre, Sidon, Ftolemais ? (i£ indeed 
' Ptolemais was fomided by him) and Faphos;^ and it was 
not till the Jews finally gained their independence that 
any national Jewish coinage was struck and adopted. It 
wUl be necessary to give a short epitome of the events 
which led to their independence. 

About B. c. 320 Ptolemy L Soter made an -attack upon 
Jerusalem, and obtained the city by stratagem, having 
entered it on the Sabbath day, as if to offer sacrifice. 
Palestine was wrested from Ptolemy for a short time by 
Antigonus, king of Asia, with whom the fiirmer was con- 
tinually at war, till in the year b. c. 301 Antigonus was 
completely defeated at the decisive battle of Ipsus. Under 
the first two Ptolemies Palestine was in a tolerably pros- 

' For the coins of tbe Seleudde and Ftolemiee see EcUiel, Doet. 
ilTtHn. Vet. Tol. iii. p. 210 teq, ; vol. iv. p. 1 teq. 
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perous condition, especially under Philadelplius, who 
treated the Jewish colonists settled in Alexandria with 
great toleration, and placed them in many respects on a 
level with his Greek subjects.' A new rival now appeared. 
Antiochus IIL the Great, king of Syria, on his return 
from the East, commenced war on Ptolemy IV . Philopator, 
but, though at first successful, he was defeated in a great 
battle at Baphia, near Guza, in b. c. 217. It was after this 
successful campaign that Ptolemy visited Jerusalem, and 
against the advice of the High-Priest is said to have 
advanced towards the hmer sanctuary of the Temple, with 
the intention of entering it, but, either through some super- 
stitious dread, or from some supernatural visitation, he 
was overcome with fright, and before he could perpetrate 
his unlawful purpose was carried out in a nearly senseless 
state. In revenge for this he instituted the most cruel 
persecutions on the Jews in Egypt, depriving those in 
Alexandria of the civil privileges they had hitherto 
enjoyed, but who were afterwards reinstated in their 
former privfleges. The whole story, however, is not free 
from suspicion. When Ptolemy IV. Philopator died in 
ac. 205, leaving a son, a child of five years of age, Ptolemy 
V. Epiphanes, Antiochus HL the Great, took advantage 
of this state of affairs, and entered into an arrangement with 
Philip V. king of Macedonia to divide the dominions of 
Ptolemy. Philip, however, was shortly after engaged in 
war with the Romans, but Antiochus obtained complete 
possession of Palestine and C!oele-Syria by his victory 
over the Egyptian general Scopas, at Paneas, b.c. 198, in 
consequence of which Jerusalem and the citadel, through 
the aid of the inhabitants, who drove out the Egyptian gar- 
rison, fell into the hands of Antiochus, and at the peace 

* This privilege had also been granted to the Jews bv Ptolemy L Soter 
(Joseph. Jniiq. xii. 1), and by Seleucus I. Nicator earlier (ArUiq. xii. 3, 1). 



26 MONEY EMPLOYED BY THE JEWS 

whichi waa then concluded, Antiochus gave his daughter 
Cleopatra in betrothal to Ptolemy, giving her the con- 
quered province as a dowry. To requite the services of 
the Jews Antiochus remitted the taxes for a short time,' 
which was also the case under Seleucus IV. Philopator, 
who succeeded his father in b.c. 187. In b.c. 176, Antiochus 
IV. Epiphanes* succeeded Seleucus, instead of the latter's 
son Demetrius. His first act was to sell the office of High- 
Priest to the brother of the pious High-Priest Onias DI. 
Jesus, or as he was called by his Greek name Jason. He 
oflFered to the king 440 talents of yearly tribute, if he 
v^rould invest him with the High-Priesthood, and 150 more 
"if he might have a Ucence to set hun up a place for exer- 
ci^ ^Tlr the .raining np of ,oua> inVolwon of fl.e 
heathen, and to wnte them of Jerusalem by the name of 
Antiochians.'" This offer was immediately accepted by 
Antioclius, and Jason set about Grrecising the Jews. An 
attempt was made again to cause the Jews to ' become 
uncircumcised' ; the service of the temple was neglected, 
and the very priests were partakers of the iniquities of Iteir 

' He also allowed them to live according to the laws of their countij, 
and issued a decree that no one should come within the limits of the 
Temple, excepting by permission (Joseph. Antiq, zii. 3, 4). 

^ Epiphanes signifies ' illustrious.' Appian gives a curious reason 
for the adoption of this name. On the murder of his brother Seleucus 
by Hdiodorus, who seized the kingdom, Antiochus, who was on his way 
to Some, was assisted by Eumenes 11. and Attains IL kings of Per- 
gamus, to obtain back the throne of Syria. Heliodorus was killed and 
Antiochus iQounted the throne the same year. '£irwn;/ioy ^y '£iri- 
^av])c, oriy r^c apx^C dpiraCofurric vwo aXKorpltav, (iaffiKtvc oUtioc &^Bii^ 
{DeBeb. Sfr, 45). There is evidently a connection here meant between 
the aorist passive ofOfjyai and (f^rofiai ('ETrc^v^c)- They both have the 
same signification, to let oneself he seen, appear^ especially in aorist. 
(See liddell and Scott, s. v. hpam,) He was also called Epimanes (mad- 
man) in parody of Epiphanes, on account of his wicked deeds. KaXcI 
ahroy ^Etrtfiayfi, koI ovk '£ir£0ay$, 5ia rac irpdfcic. (Polyb. JReliq, xxvi 106, 
Atheneeus, v. 4; x. 10.) ^ 2 Maccab.iv. 9. 
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chief. Jason also sent his Jerosalemites, the newly elected 
Antiochians, as special messengers to the sports celebrated 
in Tyre in honour of Hercules, bidding them cany three 
hundred drcuchms of silver® to the sacrifice of Hercules, 
which, though sent with that object by the High-Priest 
Jason, was employed by Uie bearers in making gallies. 
Li B.C. 172 Antiochus visited Jerusalem, and a great festival 
was given by Jason in his honour. The prosperity of Jason 
was not, however, of long standing. A yet more cunning 
lin^ removed' hin W M, lee Jd.e ^ way I 
he had removed his brother Omas. A younger brother of 
Onias and Jason (or, as some say, brother of Simon the 
overseer of the Temple), by name Qnias, which he changed 
for Menelaus, being sent by Jason to the king, knew 
how, through flattery and by bidding more than Jason 
by three hundred talents of silver, to obtain for himself 
the office, and Jason was compelled to fly. To obtain 
the money which he had promised to the king was 
a matter of some difficulty; and all other sources 
&iling, Menelaus caused his brother Lysimachus to 
obtain possession of some of the sacred treasures in the 
Temple. This act of sacrilege was not kept from the know- 
ledge of Qnias, whose indignation at the act so roused the 
people that Menelaus grew apprehensive of his safety, and 
compassed the death of the ex-High-Priest. This only 
served the more to heighten the indignation of the Jews, 
who demanded justice of Antiochus for the atrocious act 
which had been perpetrated. Justice was promised, but 
for sometime Menelaus continued to avoid paying the 
penalty for his crime. On Lysimachus, however, his 
partner in gmlt, the fiuy of the Jews was spent, who, out- 
raged again and again by his continual exactions, slew 
him in the Temple, whither he had fled for protection. 
When the Jews sent deputies to Antiochus to justify their 

' See Chapter XI. vmdor drachm. 
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act, and had almost succeeded in satisfying him, Mene- 
laus, through the agency of Ptolemy Macron, the king's 
&yourite, was enabled to invalidate their cause, to secure 
their execution, and finally to get himself reinstalled in his 
office at Jerusalem. 

In B» a 170 a second war broke out between Ptolemy 
VI. of Egypt and Antiochus, in which the latter was 
successfuL About this time Jason, the deposed High^ 
Priest, encouraged by the Mse rumour of the death of 
Antiochus, advanced against Jerusalem, caused the expul- 
sion of his brother Menelaus and resumed his former 
dignity. The approach of Antiochus, however, with a 
laige army, forced him to flee, and he afterwards perished 
miserably in Sparta. The wicked Menelaus contrived to 
persuade Antiochus that the invasion of Jason was made 
on a secret understanding with the Jews, and that they 
had made great rejoicings, when the rumour of his death 
reached the city. Upon this Antiochus took Jerusalem 
by assault, slaughtered great numbers, and plundered the 
Temple of 1800 talents. This was only the first step to 
greater deeds of violence. Two years later Antiochus 
sent Apollonius to Jerusalem, in the guise of peace ; he 
entered the city, and attacking the people on the Sabbath 
day, slaughtered numbers of the Jews. Mount Zion was 
then fortified, and those of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
who were still true to their religion, fled to the mountains. 
An edict was now passed by Antiochus, enjoining the 
inhabitants of the whole empire to profess but one reli- 
gion. Many of the Jews, fearftJ of the penalty which 
disobedience to the edict would entail upon them, apos- 
tatised; the majority, however, refiised to purchase any 
indemnity by forsaking their faith. The Temple of Jeru- 
salem was dedicated to Jupiter Olympius,^ tiie rite of 

7 The temple on Mount G^rizim was dedicated to Jupiter, the 
defender of strangers (LXX. Zevc Sevios; Vulg. Jupiter haspitaUif 
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circnmcifiion was abolished, and the copies of the Law 
burnt. 

Wh^Q this persecution had continued some months, a 
champion was found for the dishonoured religion and the 
afflicted people, in Mattathias, a priest of the fionily of 
Joarib. His five sons, Joannan, called CSaddis, Simon, called 
Thassi, Judas, called Maccabaeus,^ Eleazar, called Auran, 
and Jonathan, whose surname was Apphus,^ were also true 
to their religion. When Apelles, the officer appointed to 

2 Maccab. vi. 2). JosephuB (Aniiq. xii. 5, 6), however, says that the 
Samaritans requested permission of Antiochus to dedicate their temple, 
kUkerio wUhoui a name^ to Jupiier HeUenius. The iivmyvfMv Upoy of 
Josephns furnishes a singiilar agreement with the words of Our Lord, 
* Ye worship ye know not what ' (John iy. 22). A coin of Antoninus 
Pius, struck at NeapoUs Syri®, probably represents Una temple (Aker- 
man, ITum. III. ofNiT. p. 29). 

" The surname of Maccabsras is supposed by some to have been 
adopted &om the device upon his standard, which is said to have been 
com{>06edof the six letters M, CH« B, A, I» the initial letters of a verse 
of Exodus (xv. 11). 

''Who is like unto thee,0 Lord, among the godsP (mory. ^mighty 

ones.*)" 

It seems, however, more probable to suppose that the name was 
derived from the Hebrew 11^}::^ ' a hammer,' and adopted on account of 
his glorious victories, as in a similar manner in later times the name of 
Martel was given to Charles for his brilliant victories over the Arabs 
(733— 737).— This &mily is usually called the ' Maeedbeei! but *' Jsnuh 
fUBons*' or ** Haamorueam^* is the proper name of the fiumly. The 
derivation of this latter name has been disputed, but the derivation 
from Chashmon (^Z^t^n, 'A^a/iwvaioc, c£ Gesen. l^hes. 534 h.) great- 
grandfather of Mattathias, seems the most correct. (Sev. B. E. 
Westoott, Smith's Diet, of the Bible^ s. v. Haecabees.) Herzfeld 
{OeseMeJL d. Jud. L) derives the name from DDM 'to temper steel,' 
so that, as Mr. Westcott remarks {I. «.), it becomes a synonym of 
* Maccabee.' 

' Joeephus (Jntiq, xii. 6, 1) gives the names of the five sons as 
' Oaddisy Matthes, Maccabeus, Auran, and Apphus.' 
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persuade Mattathias to sacrifice on an idolatrous altar^ 
came to Modin, where he and his sons were living, and 
attempted so to do, Mattathias indignantly refiised, and 
struck down a Jew who was maMng preparations for the 
required sacrifice. This was the commencement of the 
rebellion which followed. Mattathias and his sons fled to 
the mountains of Judaea, and the numbers of his followers 
rapidly increased. In due time these devotees, in their 
ardour to maintain that religion which had been pre- 
scribed to them, at a terrible risk emerged firom their 
hiding places, and headed by Mattathias proceeded through 
several of the Jewish cities* The altars were destroyed^ 
and the officers of Antiochus slain. For more than a 
year Mattathias led his victorions foUowers, whea finding 
that his end was approaching, he called his sons together, 
and after having conjured them to continue valiant and 
to show themselves men in the behalf of the Law, he said, 
^^ Behold I know that your brother Simon is a man of 
coimsel, give ear unto him alway; he shall be a fisither 
unto you. As for Judas Maccabeeus, he hath been mighty 
and strong even from his youtii up; let him be your 
captain and fight the battle of the people."* Mat- 
tathias then blessed his sons and died, in the hundred 
and forty-sixth year of the Seleucidan era (b.c. 166), and 
was buried by his sons in the sepulchre of his fisithers at 
Modin.* 
Judas immediately took the command, and pursuing the 

^ 1 Maccab. ii. 65 ieq. 

* The site of Modin has always been considered uncertain^ but 
medinval and modem tradition place it at Sc^a. Mr. Orove has sug- 
gested that it may be identified either with LatrUn or Kubdb, The 
former is fifteen miles from Jerusalem^ and the latter two miles further. 
For this question and also that raised by the description of the tomb 
in 1 Maccab. (xiii. 27 — 30) and Josephus {ArUiq. xiii. 6, 6), see Mr. 
Grove's art. Moditij in Dr. Smith's Diet, of the Bible, 
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war, vanquished ^e large army of the Syrians under 
ApollonitLs, and another under Seron, at Bethhoron. Anti- 
ochus had entrusted the management of the war to his 
general Lysias, with orders " to root out the strength of 
Israel and the remnant of Jerusalem, and to take away 
their memorial from that place, and to place strangers in 
all their quarters and divide their land by lot." * But the 
forces of this general were completely defeated in two 
battles, the last time at Bethzur, and Judas, returning to 
Jerusalem, in b.c. 165, took it, and repaired the dishonoured 
and deserted Temple. He then waged war, in conjunction 
with his brothers Jonathan and Simon, against the Idu- 
maeans, Philistines and Ammonites, and transplanted from 
Gkdilee to Judsea those Jews who still had remained &ith* 
ftiL Antiochus, who had already been repulsed in Persia, 
heard of the defeat that his generals had suffered, and 
hastened back to attempt in person the capture of Judas 
and the insurgents. His threat, that he would make 
Jerusalem " a common burying-place * of the Jews," was 

' 1 Maccab. iii. 85. 

* UoXwiy^pioyf 2 Maccab. ix. 4. This word was evidently used in an 
insulting sense. It is related bj ^.lian {Var. Mist jjL 21) that the 
Spartan women used to examine the bodies of their sons after a battle, 
and if the wounds were in front they were buried in theit paternal 
sepulchre (dc rac UarpuKLg iftfioy r^^g) but if the wounds were behind, 
showing that they must have been cowards, their bodies were cast 
into the common burying-place (caroXcxoufrc raic rtKpoig kv rf xoXu- 
ayfylf 6<i^t). We find apparent mention of cemeteries for the people 
in the Old Testament (riu^y r&y v\&y rov Xaov^ 2 Kings xziiL 6 ; /jtyfifia 
vlAy Xaov ahrw, Jerem. zzvi. 23). In Ezekiel also we read, ^ I will give 
unto Gog a place of graves (jArnfutoy) in Israel, the valley C^ i iroXvay- 
dpioK, LXX.) of the passengers on the east of the sea, and there shall 
they bury Gog and all his multitude " (zxxix. 11 ; c£ ver. 15). In the 
sixteenth verse of the same chapter, the name of the place is given 
where the slaughter is to take place. '' They shall call the name of the 
city Hamonah" (nSiDn [multitude] ; woXvawipiorf LXX.). The word 
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not of much avail, for on the way he was stricken with a 
sore disease, and, before he could execute his purpose, died 
in the hundred and forty-ninth year of the Seleucidan era 
(B.C. 162). » 

His confidant Philip was appointed guardian to his son 
Antiochus V. Eupator, who was only nine years of age. 
Lyda. .na aiUp no; contended for 4e 'regency, Za 
Demetnus L Soter, the son of Beleucus IV. Philopator, 
who had hitherto Uved at Rome, laid pretensions to 
the Syrian crown. In a battle that took place between 
the Jews and Syriam, Hxe fonner of whom were 
defeated, Eleazar, the brother of Judas Maccabaeus, 
met his death by bravely creeping under the largest 
elephant, upon which he thought the king might be, and 
stabbing him, was crushed by the animal Mling upon 
him. Lysias now persuaded Antiochus to make peace 
with the Jews, and accordingly he sent to Judas pro- 
mising them peace, and giving them permission to 
live according to the laws of their &thers. Antiochus 
upon entering Mount Sion immediately broke his word, 
and ordered the wall round about it to be pulled down. 
He also took away the High-Priest Menelaus, and re- 
turned to Antioch. By the persuasion of Lysias Menelaus 
was put to death, as the origin of all the mischief the 
Jews had done to the king, and Alcimus, who was 
also named Jacimus,^ was made High-Priest. Antiochus 

woXvdyiptov in these paasageB Beems to indicate a cemetery or place for 
the common people to be buried in, and AntiochoB evidently employed 
this word in its worst sense. 

^ The hatred of Tacitus for the Jews is shown in his remarks on 
Antiochus. ' Bex Antiochus, demere superstitionem et mores Ghne- 
corum dare adnixus, quominus teterrimam gentem in meliui muiaret^ 
Farthorum bello prohibitus est ' {Hist. v. 8). 

^ "AXccfioc Kal 'Icurec/ioc, Joseph. Antiq, ziL 0, 7. These were the 
Greek forms of the Hebrew names Jachin, Jakim and Eliakim. 
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then made war against Philip, subdued him and killed 
him. Subsequently Lysias and his ward Antiochus 
Eupator Ml into the hands of Demetrius, who had 
arrived from Rome, and they were immediately put to 
death. To this new king, Alcimus and the unfaithM 
Jews came, and complained of Judas Maccabaeus and his 
brethren. Demetrius sent an army under Nicanor to 
support the traitor party and to capture Judas; but it 
was defeated by the valiant Maccabee. By a second army, 
under Bacchides, Judas was overthrown, after a valiant 
resistance, in the year b.o. 161. His body, which his 
brothers Jonathan and Simon had rescued, was buried 
in the sepulchre of his Others at Modin. 

Jonathan was immediately chosen as ihe leader of the 
national party, while Alcimus was reinstated as High- 
Priest. This latter did not live very long, being seized 
with an attack of paralysis, whilst pulling down the wall 
of the iimer court of the sanctuary. The Jews then had 
a short respite. In the hundred and sbctieth year of the 
Seleucidan era (b.c. 153) Alexander Balas, who pretended to 
be ihe son of Antiochus Epiphanes, set himself up as king 
in opposition to Demetrius. Both of these rivals had 
written letters to Jonathan, asking his assistance, but 
Alexander Balas conferred upon him the High-Priesthood^ 
and sent him a purple mantle and crown of gold, calling 
him in the letter, ^brother and friend.'^ Jonathan did 
not hesitate to accept the offers of Alexander and to 
reject those of Demetrius, who again made splendid pro- 
mises which were not regarded by Jonathan as smcere.^ 

7 1 Maccab. x. 18—20. 

^ Demetrius offered to release the Jews from all tributes, crown 
taxes, etc. (see p. 22) in Judsa, Samaria, and Oalilee. Jerusalem was to 
be ' holy and firee ' (see below under Simon Maccabieus), and many other 
immunities were to be granted to them (1 Maccab. x. 25 — 45). Alexander 
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A battle soon after took place betweep Alexander and 
Demetrius, in whicb the latter was killed. The son of 
Demetrius, who was also called Demetrius (Nicator), took 
the field against the usurper. Alexander applied for 
assistance to Ptolemy VL Philometer, who declared in 
favour of Demetrius. Alexander then attacked Ptolemy, 
who was killed in the battle, though the former was defeated. 
Alexander Balas was killed by an Arabian, with whom he 
had taken refuge. The new king Demetrius was obliged 
again to send for assistance to Jonathan, to quell an insur- 
rection that had broken out at Antioch. But when he 
thought he was sufficiently firm on his throne, he wished to 
retract all the promises he had made, and threatened Jona- 
than with war if he did not immediately pay him the ordi- 
narjr tributes. Jonathan now found an unexpected fiiend. 
Diodotus (or Tiyphon), a general of the former king 
Alexander Balas, made an attempt to obtain the throne for 
Antiochus, the son of the same, and found in Jonathan, to 
whom he conceded the same privUeges as Demetrius had 
done, a powerfiil ally. Demetrius was compelled to retire 
to Seleucia, fi*om whence he made a warlike expedition 
against the Parthians, was defeated and he himself taken 
prisoner. Tryphon, now lliat his power was firmly 
established, found Jonathan an obstacle to his transferring 
the crown from Antiochus VL to himself, as doubtless 
was always his intention. He determined in consequ^ice 
to get rid of Jonathan. With this idea, he came to 
Bethsan with an army, and Jonathan came out to meet 
Un, ^*h for^ d.ou«.Len. T^h« ™. ^d to l.y 
hands upon him while he was at the head of so large a 
force, and by protestations of friendship invited him to 

the Great had formerly granted the Jews the same privileges at 
-Samaria. (Joseph, contra Apion. ii. 4; see p. 22.) 
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Ftolemais, under the pretext that he was going to entruBt 
this city to his protection. Immediately on entering the 
city Jonathan was made prisoner and killed, and all those 
who had accompanied him (1000 men) were put to deatL 
(b.c. 144.) At a subsequent period the bones of Jonathan 
were buried by Simon in the &mily sepulchre at Modin. 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE, 
bhoworo those of the 
Maccabjean Family of whom thebe abb Coikb. 



Mattathias. 
Joaiman. Simok. Judas Maccab»us. Eleazar. Jonatliaii. 



^ 



JoHK HTBCAinJS. 

I ' 1 

Judas ABiSTOBULrs L ALEXAin>EB JAinsjsuB. 

= Alexandra (Salome). = Alexakdba.^ 

HyrcanuB II. AristoDulus 11. 
I . r ' 



Alexandra. = AiiEXAimsB IL AirriGOirus. 

.1 ' : — « 

Mariamne Aristobulus. 

= Heeod I. 

(See table of Herodian fiEumly 
for continuation.} 



' See note further on, under Alsxaitdba, iect. E. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SIMON THE MACCABEE FIRST STRIKES COINS. 

The attempts of Try^lioii to invade the land of Judaea 
were continually frustrated by Simon, who had been 
unanimously elected by the people as leader and high- 
priest. Favourable negociations were also entered into by 
Simon with Demetrius 11. king of Syria, who sent him the 
following reply : " King Demetrius unto Simon the high- 
priest and friend of kings, as also unto the elders^ and 
nation of the Jews, sendeth greeting : the golden crown and 
the scarlet robe' which ye sent unto us we have received, 
and we are ready to make a stead&st peace with you, yea, 

^ Tlpeir(ivrepoi (cf. apxovTt^ kclL xpe^jSvrcpoi, 1 Maccab. i. 26 ; vii. 83 ; 
xii. 35; xiv. 20; Joseph. Antiq. ziii. 4, 9). The yepovtria, or Jewish 
senate, which was composed of icptv^vrtpoi or &px^iTcc> is mentioned in 

1 Maccab. xii. 6 ; 2 Maccab. i. 10 ; iy. 44 ; and zi. 27. Antiochns the 
Great in his decrees calls the senate yepovtrla (Joseph. Jntiq. xii. 3» 3), 
and Josephus himself applies the same name to the elders at Alexan- 
dria {Bell Jud. yii. 10, 1). 

> Ihv vri^voy rov j^pwrovr xai r^v jSaiviyv (1 Maccab. xiii. 37). The 
m^Kocisthe crown tax (see below, ver. 39; cf. 1 Maccab. x. 29 ; xi. 35 ; 

2 Maccab. xiv. 4) given by the Jews every year to the king. The 
same word occurs in the same sense in Folybius (xxii. 17, 4). Josephus 
calls one of the taxes remitted by Antiochus the Great art^virn^ 
fopoc {Antiq. xii. 3, 3). The /3aic, translated in this passage of the 
Authorised Version ' scarlet robe ' (though the word /3aiwy occurs in 
1 Maccab. xiii. 51, and is there rendered correctly * branches of palm- 
trees ') is in all probability an Egyptian word. Porphyry {JDe Abati' 
nentid, iv. 7), speaking of the Egyptian priest, says, Kolni ^e oirroic U 
Tuy ffwaiiKuy rod ^oiViicoc, Ac KoKoviri j3af £, iwiirXtKro. The words ra fiaia 
occur in John xii. 13. ^dly^ is the usual word for ' palm-branch ' 
(c£ 2 Maccab. x. 7 ; xiv. 4). 

E 
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and to write unto our officers to confirm the ixmnnnities 
we have granted. And whatsoever covenant we have 
made with you shall stand ; and the strongholds which ye 
have builded shall be your own. As for any oversight or 
fault committed unto us this day, we forgive it, and the 
crown tax also which ye owe us, and if there were any 
other tribute paid in Jerusalem, it shall be no more paid. 
And look who are meet among you to be in our court, let 
them be enrolled, and let there be peace between us."' 
" Thus the yoke of the heathen was taken away from 
Israel, in the hundred and seventieth year (b.c. 142)," and 
" fl.a p«.ple of UrsA began io ^A thlir instrLents 
and contracts, ^ In the first year of Simon the high-priest, 
the governor and leader of the Jews.' " * Several cities of 
JudsBa were also fortified by Simon, among them Beth- 
sura, Joppe, and Gazara, and after a three years' siege the 
citadel (oKpa) of Jerusalem was taken, the garrison being 
obliged to capitulate from famine. At last, on the twenty- 
third day of the second month in the hundred and seventy- 
first year of the Seleucidan era (b.c. 141), he " entered in 

» 1 Maccab. xiii. 36—40. 

^ 1 Maccab. xiii. 86 — 42. Kal Hp^aro 6 Xooc ItrpariX ypat^ty iy rale 
trvvypafilCf Kcd evvaWayfiairiyj "Erouc vpitrov kic\ 'LlfitatyoQ iipxupiiaQ 
fieyciXov jcal arparrfyov Koi fiyovfiiyov *Iov^aiwy, JosepbuB says, ' In tbe 
first year of Simon tbe benefactor and etbnarcb (tSyafyxpc) of tbe Jews ' 
(Antiq. xiii. 6, 7). Simon is also called ' etbnarcb ' in 1 Maccab. xiy. 
47, and xv. 1, 2. Hyrcanus II. was also bigb-priest and etbnarcb ( Josepb. 
Antiq. ziy. 8, 5), and Augustus bestowed tbis title upon Arcbelaus after 
bis fatber s deatb, a fact confirmed by bis coins (Josepb. Antiq, zyii. 
11, 4 ; Bell. Jud. ii 6. 8). Tbis title was also used as tbe designation 
for tbe magistrate allowed to tbe Jews in Alexandria and otber cities 
(Joseph. Antiq. xix. 5, 2), and according to Strabo (Josepb. Antiq. xiy. 
7, 2), be appears to bave been an independent ruler. It is employed by 
Lucian as a title inferior to tbat of king ( "Airay^poQ ^e o, vvo rov Oiov 
^putTTov ayri iBydpxov fiatriXevQ &i'ayop£v6eiC9 Macrch. sect. 17 ; ed. 
Didot, p. 642). For tbe * etbnarcb of Aretas/ tbe Arabian king of 
Damascua (2 Cor. xi. 32), see Alford*s note in loc. 



SIMON THE MACCABEE FIRST STRIKES COINS. 39 

with thanksgiving and branches of palm-trees, and with 
harps and cymbals and with viols and hymns and songs ; 
because there was destroyed a great enemy out of Israel." * 
A £a.vourable alliance was also concluded with the 
Eomans by Simon, who sent Numenius to them with a 
great shield of gold of a thousand pounds weight. Pales- 
tine thus, during the government of Simon, attained a 
degree of prosperity that it had not known for a long time : 
^' Then did they till their ground in peace, and the earth 
gave her increase and the trees of the field their fruit. 
The ancient men sat all in the streets, communing together 
of good tiungs, and the young men put on glorious and 
warlike appareL He provided victuals for the cities, and 
set in them aU maimer of munition, so that his honourable 
name was renowned unto the end of the world. He made 
peace in the land, and Israel rejoiced with great joy, for 
every man sat under his vine and his fig-tree,* and there 
was none to fray them. Neither was there any left in the 
land to fight against them : yea, the kings themselves were 
overthrown in those days. Moreover, he strengthened all 
those of his people that were brought low ; the law he 
searched out ; and every contemner of the law and wicked 
person he took away. He beautified the sanctuary and 
multiplied the vessels of the temple," and all the people 
said, ^^What thanks shall we give to Simon and his 
sons?^'^ 

About the year b.c. 139, Antiochus VII. Sidetes, the son 
of Demetrius L, also sent letters to Simon the priest and 
prince of the Jews, granting to him still more fevourable 
privileges. Not only were the former ones renewed, but 
a considerable addition was made, inasmuch as he accorded 

^ 1 Maccab. xiii. 49 — 51 ; xiy. 83, 34 ; cf. Joeeph. AtUiq, ziii. 6, 7. 
* Cf. 1 Kings iv. 25 ; Micah iv. 4 ; Zechariah iii. 10. 
^ IMa^cab.xiv. 8— 15,25. 

E 2 
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to the Jews the right of coining money. " King Antio- 
chus to Simon the High-Priest and prince of his nation, 
and to the people of the Jews, greeting : Forasmuch as 
certain pestilent men have usurped the kingdom of our 
fathers and my purpose is to challenge it again, that I may 
restore it to the old estate, and to that end have gathered 
a multitude of foreign soldiers together, and prepared ships 
of war, my meaning also being to go through the country 
that I may be avenged of them that have destroyed it, and 
made many cities in the kingdom desolate ; now therefore 
J confirm unto thee all the oblations which the kings before 
me granted thee, and whatsoever giftsbesides they granted. 
I give thee leave also to coin money for thy coimtry 
with thine own stamp {kou eirerp^yj^d aoi iroirjarou Ko/i/jua 
tSiop vofucTfia rg x^P? 0*01;), and as concerning Jerusalem 
and the sanctuary, let them be fi*ee ; and all the armour 
that thou hast made, and fortresses that thou hast built, 
and keepest in thine hands, let them remain imto thee. 
And if anything be, or shall be, owing to the king, let it be 
forgiven thee from this time forth for evermore. Fur- 
thermore, when we have obtained our kingdom, we will 
honour thee, and thy nation and thy temple, with great 
honour, so that your honour shall be known throughout 
the world." ® This document was issued in the hundred 
and seventy-fourth year of the Seleucidan era, b.c. 139.9 
We have seen that earlier privileges were granted by De- 

8 1 Maccab. xv. 2—9. 

^ It does not seem to have been noticed that Antiochus must have 
granted the privilege of coinage to the Jews before his brother Deme- 
trius IL was taken prisoner by Mithridates I. king of Parthia, (Arsaces 
YI. ; 1 Maccab. xiv. 1) in B.C. 138, and he obtained the throne in B.C. 
137. The third year of Simon commenced before the eighteenth of the 
month Elul in the 172nd year (1 Maccab. xiv. 27). Elul was the sixth 
Jewish month, and would correspond to the eleventh month of the 
Macedonian year, which commenced in autumn. The month Elul would 
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metiius ; it does not, however, follow that Simon made use 
of the privilege of coining before Antiochus actually con- 
ferred it upon him, though it is more than probable that 
he did so. 

In the same year Antiochus besieged Dora, where Try- 
phon had taken refiige, and Simon sent to Antiochus two 
thousand men, and some large sums of money. Antiochus 
however forgot the kind assistance that Simon had aflForded 

then fall in the August and September b.o. 140, from which the com- 
mencement of Simon's goyemment can be traced to the beginning of 
B.C. 142 or the close of b.o. 143 (Clinton, E. H. yoL iii. p. 829, note, r). 
This being the case, the fourth year of Simon's pontificate (17drd qf the 
Seleucidan era) will end in (August) B.C. 139, and as Antiochus set out 
against Trjphon in the 174th year of the Seleucidan era (Noyember b.o. 
139 ; 1 Maccab. xy. 10), he must haye granted the permission to strike 
coins in this year. The coins of Simon are then struck in the 174th year 
of the Seleucidan era, from (November?) b.o. 139 to February B.C. 135, 
the 177th year of the Seleucidan era and the year of the death of Simon. 
This will giye three years and the commencement oi 9k fourth for the/(mr 
years of Simon of which we possess coins. (For the whole question of 
the dates of the Syrian kings, see Olinton, yol. iii. passim^ especially his 
Table, p. 346.) By this it will be seen that the dates on the coins refer 
rather to the years of their issue than to the years of Simon, for we haye 
seen that his first year was in B.C. 143 (1 Maccab. ziii. 42). It is, how- 
eyer, worthy of remark, that in the same year of the permission being 
granted to Simon, yiz. Ann. Sel. 174 (b.o. 139; 1 Maccab. xy. 10 — 26), 
Antiochus ' brake aU the covenants which he had made with him afore.' 
Does this proye that Simon struck coins preyious to the actual permis- 
sion being granted, yiz. from his first year (b.c. 143) for the coins of 
the four years would then be struck during the most prosperous period 
of his reign P (c£ 2fum, Joum. yol. i. p. 61). In this case, the dates 
on the coins would refer to the years of Simon's reign, and not to the 
years after the special permission of coining was granted. Would it 
not also better account for the introduction of a copper coinage at the 
fourth year P As then Simon reigned eight years, and the four years of 
coinage will, as I haye pointed out, apply to either four years of his 
reign, I leaye the * choice ' to those who would wish to further investi- 
gate the subject. 
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him, and after defeating Tiyplion, in b. c. 139, sent Athe- 
nobius with the following message : — " Ye withhold Joppe 
and Gazara, with the tower that is in Jerusalem, which 
are cities of my realm. Now therefore deliver the cities 
which ye have taken, and the tributes of the places, or 
else give me for them five hundred talents of silver : and 
for the harm that ye have done and the tributes of the 
cities, other five hundred talents; if not, we will come 
and fight against you."^ Simon refused to agree to aU 
these proposals, but sent one hundred talents for the cities 
of Joppe and Gazara. Antiochus immediately sent an 
army into Judsea under Cendebseus, and the aged Simon 
confided the management of the war to his two eldest 
sons, Judas and John. Cendebseus was put to flight, and 
2000 Syrians were killed. 

It was not, however, permitted to the aged Simon to end 
his days in peace. While taking a tour with his wife and 
two sons, Judas and Mattathias, he paid a visit to his son- 
in-law Ptolemy, governor of Jericho, at the fortress of Doch. 
There, in the middle of a feast, Ptolemy treacherously 
murdered him and his two sons (b.c. 135). He then wrote 
to inform Antiochus of what he had done, begging him to 
send an army to assist him in taking the country. He 
also sent some men to Grazara to kill John, who, being 
forewarned, was enabled to finistrate the wicked designs 
of his brother-in-law, and to destroy those who had come 
to slay him.* 

^ 1 Maccab. xv. 28, 80, 31. 

' 1 Maccab. zv. 82 aeq. ; xvi. 1 seq.; Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 7, 2, 8. 
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A. Simon Maccarsus. 

B.0. 143— B.C. 139, or B.C. 139— B.C. 135. 



1. Obo.btrm'- bpm Shekel Israel. "Shekel of Israel." A 
cup or chalice : above, the letter h, i.e. the numeral 1 (the 
first year of Simon's reign or of coinage). 

Jiev. jwrp DbtPl-r*, Jerushalem kedoshak. " Jerusalem 
the Holy." A triple lily or hyacinth. (De Saulcy, pi. I, 
no. 1.) AR 6. 

Besides the shekels .of the year one, ihere are also half- 
shekels; 



2. Obv. VpBjn 'an, Chatzi ha^SheM. " Half-shekel." A 
cup or chalice : above, the letter H, i.e. year 1. 

Bev. nvxp ahwrf, Jerushalem kedoskah. " Jemsal^n 
the Holy." A triple lily. (De Saulcy, pi. L no. 2.) AE. 4. 

The shekels of the year tioo and th^ee are nearly the 
same in the inscriptions ; 



3. Obv. \trvD> bpr. Shekel Israel. " Shekel of Israel." 
A cup or chalice; above, the letters 30) (for y'raa Shenatk 
Shethcam) year 2. 

Bev. ntonpn a-^bm-n^Jeruskalaimka-kedoshah, "Jera- 
salem die Holy." A triple lily. (De Saulcy, pi. I. no. 3.) 
AR.6. 
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4. Ohv. hpmn ""sn, ChxUziha^Shehel. " Half-Bhekel." A 
cup or chalice ; above, the letters aw, z.e. year 2. 

Rev. nffiTpn D^bom'', Jerushalaim ha~kedoshah. " Jerusa- 
lem the holy." A triple lily. (De Saulcy,pl. I.no.4.) AR4. 




5. Oho. ^iTW 'spB, Sh^l Israel. " Shekel of Israel." 
A cup or chalice : above, the letters a» (for a"ro», Shetmtk 
Shelosh) year 3. 

Bev. nwnpn D'hwrv, Jerushalaim ha-kedoshak. " Jeru- 
salem the Holy." A triple lily. (British Museum: cf, 
De Saulcy, pi. I. no. 6.) AE. 6. 

Of the half-shekel of the year three, M. De Saulcy 
remarks, "Le demi-sicle de Van IIL s'il existe, n'a pas 
encore &t6 retrouv^." The Eev. H. C. Eeichardt has 
recently published in the Nmrmmo^ Chronicle* one 
of two specimens firom his cabinet, both found in the 
neighbourhood of Jerusalem, and both decidedly genuine. 




6. Ohv. bpnm -"sn Chatzi ha- Shekel. " Half-shekel." A 
cup or chalice : above, the letters atu, i.e. year diree. 

Mev. ntPlTpn d^'joit', Jerushalaim hor-kedoskaJi, " Jeru- 
sal^n the Holy." A triple lily. AR. 4. 



• N. S. voL il p. 268 ; pi. yi. 1. 
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The mode of writing D^bam^ instead of dVbtp from the 
year two, has been supposed by Cavedoni* to allude to 
the taking of the fortress of Sion from the Syrians, and 
that the fortress constituted a second town, and therefore 
necessitated the employment of a dual name. This opinion 
is repudiated by M. De Saulcy.' 

It has also been oflen doubted whether the Jews issued 
^ver coins after the third year of Simon's reign, and no 
alver piece was known till the Eev. H. C. Reichardt re- 
cently published an entire shekel of the fourth year, which 
was obtained from a peasant living in the neighbourhood 
of a village called Beit-Zakarieh, about 3^ miles S.W. of 
Jeruflalero,' The reverse inscription is similar to that of 
the second year; and the obverse has VMnnr" VpB, Shekel 
IsraeL "W year 4. 



7. O&o.VHno-' hpm, Skekellsrael " Shekel of Israel." A 
cup or chalice ; above, the letters "TO (for Tna», Shenatk 
arid) year 4. 

Eeo. rwMTpn n^btPiT', Jemskalaim ha-kedoshak. " Jeru- 
salem the Holy." A triple lily. AE, 6. 

Mr, Beichardt also possesses a plated coin of the same 
size and same description as the above, but weighing con- 
dderably less. 

The title ' Holy ' appears to have been attached to 
Jerusalem at a very early time' and in the decree of 
Demetrius Soter, it is expressly stated that it should 

* Bibl. Num. vol. i. p. 23. 

' Num. Jud. p. 16, note. 

' Numitmaiio Chronicle, N. 3. Tol. ii. p. 269 ; pi vi. 2. 

7 Isauh xlviii. 2 ; lii. 1 ; Don. ix. 24 ; Nohem. xi. 1, 18 ; Joel iii. 17. 
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be ' holy and free.' • The right of asylum was also 
granted to it' In the Gospel of St. Matthew it is 
also called the ' holy city/ ^ and it retains this appellation 
in its present Arabic name, EUKuds^ — ' the holy/ The 
titles of holy (tcpa) and inviolable (acri/Xoy) were adopted 
by many Greek cities, especially the coast cities of the 
Mediterranean, which had been exempted from taxes, and 
these words are inscribed upon the coins. * It is probable 
that the inscription on the shekels of Simon was employed 
in the same sense. 

Besides these silver shekels there are also copper coins, 
but only of ih^faur^ year. The entire piece, which was 
first published by the Eev. H. C. Beichardt, ' has on the 
obverse the legend bKn»>bp» Shekel Israel. Shekel of 
Israel. The type is a chalice over which are the letters 
T'B^ i.e. year 4, and on the reverse mriTpn D>b»'n'» Jeru- 
shalaim Jui-hedoshah^ " The Holy Jerusalem ;" and the type 
a triple lily. It will be seen that this piece has the same 
inscription and type as the silver coins. 

The Half-piece may be described as follows : 

^ Ka^ 'IcpovffoXi^fi Una &yia Kal iu^ifiiyrj, 1 Maccab. X. 81 ; cf. XY. 7 ; 
Upay Koi aavXov Kal eXcvOcpav, Joseph. Antiq. zii. 2, 3. 

^ 1 Maccab. x. 43. 

^ i^ &yia ir6\icy Matt. iv. 5 ; xxvii 58 ; 4 r6\ic li Ayia, Bev. xi. 2. 

> On tbe coins of Tyre and Sidon, and also on those of Laodicea 
and Seleaciay etc. Mionnet, Description de Medailles, yol. ▼. pp. 65, 80, 
93, 272. 

' ZeiUchrift der DeuUch, Morg, GeselUeha/t, 1857, p. 155. I cannot 
understand why Mr. Eeichardt has left out this coin in his paper com- 
municated to the Numismatic Chronicle (N. S. vol. ii. p. 268), as all the 
other coins which were published in the above-named German periodi- 
cal are reproduced in the Chronicle. Is there a mistake in the German 
paper, and can we consider this copper shekel as the plated coin of the 
year 4, weighing 11*005 grammes (169 grains), and mentioned in Mr. 
Beichardt's paper in the Chronicle (p. 269) ? See some remarks on this 
copper shekel later (pp. 47, 48). 
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8. Obv. isnS3-iwra», Shmoih arba ChatzL "In the 
fourth year — one-halt" Two bunches of thickly-leaved 
branches, between which a citron.* 

Mev. 7VS n'sHaV, Ligulh^ Zion. *' The redemption of 
Zion." A palm-tree between two baskets filled with dates 
and other fiiiits. (De Saulcy, pi. L no. 6.) ^. 10. 

There are also quarter pieces of copper : 



9. Oh), m 53-iM n3», ShmaJOi arha Hehta. " In the 
fourth year — one quarter." Two bundles of branches. 

Sev. 71^3 n'sKiV, lAgullath Zixm. *' The redemption of 
Zion." An E^rog. (De Saulcy, pi. I. no. 7.) M. 6. 

The smallest piece is the sixth' of the shekel in copper : 




10. Ofm. jvs nbwb, lAgullaiJi Zum. " The redemption 
of Zion." A cup or chalice. 

Rev. "S-siA ram ^^ Skenath arba. "In the fourth year." 
A bundle of branches between two Etkrogs. (De Saolcy, 
pL I. no. 8.) M. 5. 

* The bunch of brandies is caUedZuZoi and thecitron, £VAn>7(p.50). 
' See chapter on ' WeightB,' § iii. 

* The Seki* on these coins is sometimes formed w, Bometimos to. 
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From the feet of an entire copper shekel having been 
discovered of the fourth year, in which year we now know 
that silver shekels were also struck, it would appear 
as if some financial embarrassment had compelled the 
Jews to issue a copper shekel. ^ History, however, gives 
no information, though the operations agamst Antiochus 
Sidetes, which must have put the Jews to great expense, 
seeing that they sent into the field an army of 20,000 
infantry with cavalry, may have caused a scarcity of 
money.® It seems excessively unlikely that a copper 
shekel of the fourth year should have been struck, 
seeing that we now know for certain of the existence of a 
sUver one of the same year. Cavedoni, who haa written 
a short review of Levy's work, in speaking of this copper 
shekel says, " being aware how prevalent the art of felsi- 
fying ancient money has become, I am inclined to believe 
that the copper shekel of the fourth year is nothing else 
but Varmna di un Siclo dargento suberato^ and so much 
the more because two instances of the silver shekels with 
the type of the lulab and tetrastyle temple were already 
known as suherati in the time of Bayer (pp. 142, 149), one 
in the Bouterone collection, the other in the Pembroke." * 

The type of the obverse of the silver shekels and half 
shekels and on the sixth of the copper shekel of the 
fourth year, has been usually considered to be the pot of 
manna. " And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and 
put an omer fiill of manna therein, and lay it up before 
the Lord, to be kept for your generations." *® In this 

7 JUd. MUnzen, p. 45. 

® 1 Maccab. xvi. 4 : Joseph. Antiq, xiii. 7, 3 ; Bell, Jud, i. 2, 2. 

* Nuovi attidi sopra le antiche monete Oiudaiohe, pp. 11, 12. Levy's 
note (Jud, Afdasr«»,p.45) is not very intelligible, for he refers to Cayedoni, 
vol. i. p. 50, note 29, for the weight of the copper shekel. Afl far as I can 
make out, the shekel of which Cayedoni there speaks is the large bronze 
coin engraved on the title page of Bayer's book, and in the TrSear de 
NumUmatique, Des Sots Orecs,]^!, Ivii. 15, and has nothing whatever to 
do with the shekel in question. '^ Exod. xvi. 33. 
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passage the manna pot is called Zinzeneth ( nasas), a 
word most probably derived from 735 (= 722) ' to protect/ 
which would infer that the vessel had a cover. Now the 
vase upon these coins has no cover. Perhaps it was a 
flat one, or else only indicated the representation of some- 
thing likfe the pot of manna, of which at this time there 
could be only a traditional recollection.^ The vessel may, 
however, represent some other piece of the furniture of 
the Temple, such as, perhaps, a chalice. Cavedoni * and 
Levy' are inclined to take this view of it, and the former, 
states that there is a chalice similar to the one on these 
coins, which was on the golden table of the sanctuary at 
Jerusalem, and which was carried to Bome, and repre- 
sented on the triumphal arch of Titus, together with the 
golden candlestick. 

The reverse type has usually been considered to repre- 
sent Aaron's rod that budded. " And behold the rod of 
Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought 
forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds." * 
The triple blossom has certainly not much resemblance 
to the almond-blossom, and Cavedoni prefers seeing a 
hyacinth or lily, according to the words of Holy Writ, 
" I will be as dew upon Israel, and he shall bloom like a 
lily."» 

The selection of the palm-tree on the copper coins was 
peculiarly appropriate, as it was famous as a product of 

^ E. S. Poole, Smith's Diet of Bible, art. Maney. 
3 Bihl. Num, vol. i. p. 29. 
' Jad. MUnzen, p. 138. 

* Numbers rviL 8. 

* Hosea xiv. 6 ; cf. Isaiah xrvii. 6 ; xxxv. 1. Mr. Poole does not 
consider Cavedoni's arguments conclusive, either with regard to the vase 
or to the three blossoms, and prefers considering them still as * the pot 
of manna' and * Aaron's rod.' (Kitto's Ch/cL of BihL Lit, p. 215, 9. v. 
Ark of the Covenant.) 
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Palestine,^ and is found on other coins of Judaea.^ The 
branch of the pahn-tree may also be found on the coins 
of some of the princes of Judaea,® and of those struck 
during the revolt of the Jews.^ The pahn-branch, in 
conjunction with the myrtle, the willow, and the Ethrog^ 
represented the Festal branch which every Israelite was to 
carry at the feast of Tabernacles. " And ye shall take 
you on the first day the boughs {Heh. fiiiit) of goodly 
trees, branches of palm-trees, and the boughs of thick 
trees, and willows of the brook ; and ye shall rejoice before 
the Lord your God seven days."^ According to tradition 
the myrtle (nn^ yv «jar) and willow, with the palm-branch, 
tied together in a bunch* were to be carried in the right 
hand, and the Eikrog (anriM-nin v^ >nD) in the left} Such 
a bimch may be seen on Nos. 8, 9 and 10, and close by it 
the Eihrog^ excepting on No. 9, where the bunches are on 
the obverse, and the Ethrog on the reverse. This finiit is 
only found on the coins of Simon Maccabseus. The palm- 
branch was attendant upon aU festive occasions, as, for 
instance, the taking of the citadel by Simon,* and on the 
purification of the Temple by Judas Maccabeeus.' The 
baskets with dates and other fiiiits on No. 8 no doubt bear 
reference to the offerings of the First-fiiiits (d^iidd), which, 

^ ' Judflea vero inclyta est vel magis |7aZmM.* Plin. N. H. xiii. 4. * Ex- 
uberant fruges nostrum ad morem ; prsBterque eas, balsamum etpalma,* 
Tac. Hist, y. 6 ; cf. Joseph. Antiq, ix. 1, 2. 

^ See below, the coins of Herod Antipas, also the coins commemo- 
rative of the capture of Jerusalem. 

^ See the coins of Herod I. 

* See the coins of Eleazar, Simon son of Glorias, etc. 
^ Levit. xxiii. 40 ; cf. Nehem. viii. 16. 

^ This bunch was called lulab (2blb) which strictly means only a 
palm-branch (Buxtorf, Lejp, Talm, c. 1143). 

* Levy, Jud, Munzen, pp. 134, 135. 

* 1 Maccab. xiii. 61. See p. 38, * 2 Maccab. x. G seq. 
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on ascending the mount of the Temple, each person was 
compelled to take upon his shoulder, and proceed to the 
court of the Temple, where he was met by the Levites 
singing,* Should these types not be intended to have re- 
ference to the festivals, they at any rate fully indicate the 
peace and prosperity of the land. " Then did they till the 
ground in peace, and the earth gave her increase, and the 
trees of the field their finut.'"^ 

B. John Hyrcanus. 

B. 0. 136 — B. 0. 106. 

Immediately on the murder of Simon, John Hjn'canus* 
assumed the dignity of High-Priest, and made an ex- 
pedition against Ptolemy, his father's murderer, who 
had fled to Zeno Cotylas, the tyrant of the city of Phi- 
ladelphia. It seems excessively probable that Ptolemy 
and Antiochus Sidetes had arranged this assassination 
between them, for immediately after the flight of Ptolemy, 
Antiochus undertook an expedition against the Jews. 

' For an account of these offerings, see Smitb's Diet, of the Bible, 
art. Ftrat-fruits, 7 \ Maccab. xiv. 8 8eq. 

® The reason for the assumption of the name of Hyrcanui by John 
is uncertain. In the Arabic book of Maccabees (xx. 1-3) it is said 
that he received it on account of his slaying a certain man who was 
called Hyrcanus. Eusebius (Chron, lib. ii. ed. Mai, 1818, p. 359) and 
Sulpitius Severus {Hitt. Sacr. lib. ii. 26) say that he adopted it in con- 
sequence of a victory gained over the Hyrcanians. John had accom- 
panied Antiochus YII. Sidetes into Farthia (as stated further on), and 
a trophy was erected at the river Lycus (in Assyria) to commemorate 
the victory over the Parthian general. (Joseph. Antiq, xiii 8, 4.) The 
Hyrcanians were a nation whose territory was bounded on the north by 
the Caspian Sea, and would thus be at no great distance from Parthia. 
Josephus, however, gives no explanation of the name (Antiq, xiii. 7, 4 ; 
Bell. Jud. L 2, 3), and John is nowhere called Hyrcanus in 1 Maccabees. 
There is another Hyrcanus (LXX. 'Ypicoyoc ; Vulg. Hircanue) a son (?) 
of Tobias, mentioned in 2 Maccabees (iii. 11) and in Josephus (Antiq, 
xii. 4, 2, 5, 1). See Kitto^s Cyclop. o/Bibl. Lit. new ed. a. v. Hircanus, 
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As he came with a very large army Hyrcanus did not 
venture to oppose him, and was consequently closely 
besieged in Jerusalem, Famine would soon have com- 
pelled him to surrender, had not an opportunity offered of 
making peace with the king. The feast of Tabernacles 
being near at hand, John sent to Antiochus, and desired 
a truce for seven days, which Antiochus not only granted 
but sent in animals to be used for the sacrifices. Pleased 
with this friendly behaviour John again sent to make terms 
of permanent peace, which Antiochus, contrary to the 
wishes of his generals, agreed to, on the conditions, that 
they should deliver up their arms, pay tribute for Joppa 
and the other cities which bordered upon Judaea, and give 
him hostages and five hundred talents of silver. Three 
hundred talents and the hostages were immediately sent, 
for Hyrcanus preferred this latter condition to allowing a 
Syrian garrison to be placed inside Jerusalem. This took 
place in B.C. 133. Four years afterwards, John Hyrcanus 
accompanied Antiochus in his expedition against the Par- 
thians, and Antiochus, though at first successM, was even- 
tually slain by Phraates H. in b. c. 128. Immediately on 
hearing of the death of Antiochus, HjTcanus was enabled 
to recover his independence, and reduced several cities. 
Sichem was stormed, and the hated temple on Mount Ge- 
rizim was destroyed. Idumaea was subdued, and the people 
compelled to become Jews. Hyrcanus was now desirous 
of making a league of friendship with the Eomans, and 
sent an embassy to them, which was favourably received by 
the Senate, and the alliance that had been concluded with 
Simon was again renewed. In the meantime in the Syrian 
kingdom there were continual dissensions, and Hyrcanus 
not only concluded an alliance with the pretender Alex- 
ander Zebina, b.c. 126, but extended his power in every 
direction. Several years elapsed, till at length he laid siege 
to Samaria, which city he destroyed entirely in b. c. 109. 
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Hiis rule towards the close of his life was not so success- 
fol at home as abroad, for there were constant distur- 
bances between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and 
Hyrcanus, who had been at first attached to the former 
party, quarrelled with them and inclined towards the 
opposite faction. He did not experience the sad results 
of his proceedings, dying after thirty years' reign in 
B.C. 106. • Josephus says that he was esteemed by 
God worthy of three privileges— the government of his 
nation, the High-Priesthood, and prophecy.* 

Of the reign of John Hjn-canus there are a large 
number of coins, but they are only struck in copper. 

* EuflebiuB (Cfhron,) assigiui to John Hyrcanus a reign of only 26 
years. Josephus, on the contrary, gives to him thirty (rpi&Koyra V iv 
mat TTjc rifi^c &iro\av<raCy Antiq. xx. 10), thirty ^one (n)y ^f>x4^ $coijci|- 
QOfUvoQ Tov Ikpiarov rp6woy maiv iyl xal rpioKovraf Antiq. xiii. 10, 7), and 
thirty'three years of reign (jccu ra rara r^v dpr^v rdXXcora ^coir^^ac €v 
Tfnol KoX rptoKoyra SkoiQ ireaiv, Bell, Jud, i. 2, 8). We have two certain 
dates to calculate from. We know that the first year of Hyrcanus I. was 
contemporaiy with the fourth year of Antiochus Vil. Sidetes (Joseph. 
Antiq, xiii. 8, 2 ; the date following this passage is corrupt, Clinton, E. 
H. YoL iii. p. 830, not^ z), and that Simon died in Feb. B.C. 135, conse- 
quently the first year of Hyrcanus I. ended in Feb. b.c. 134. We also 
know that Hyrcanus II. succeeded Alexandra in 01. VJl^ 3, Sartetuio 
et MeteUoamtulibui^ B.o. 69 (JosepL Antiq, xiv. 1, 2), Allowing then 
one year to Judas Aristobulus (/3affiXev«roc cycavreSv, Joseph. Aniiq, xiii. 
11, 3 ; BeU. Jud. i. 8, 6), 27 years to Alexander Jannaeus, b.o. 105 to 78 
(/3aaiXfv<rac ciT} imd tak ciKoo'i, Joseph. Antiq, xiii. 15, 5 ; Sell, Jud. i. 
4, 8), and 9 years to Alexandra, B.C. 78 to 69 (fiatn\ivtya9a Irii iwia^ 
Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 16, 6 ; Bell. Jud, i. 5, 4), we obtain a term of 30 
years (Feb. B.C. 135 to end of B.C. 106) for the reign of Hyrcanus. 
Cayedoni has already published a ooin with the date L'A (year 30). 
See its description later (p. 60.) 

^ Antiq, xiii. 10, 7 ; Bell. Jud. I 2, 8. 
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JOHN HYRCANUS. 




1. Ohv. mm 

3n::naa 
mbian 

i.e. Dn[i]mn nnm bn^n inrn pnim, JehocTidnan Hakkohen 
Haggadol Vecheber* Hajehudim. " Johanan High-Priest 
and the Confederatioii of the Jews/' within a wreath of 
laurel or olive. 

Rev. Two comna-copiae, between which a poppy-head. ' 
(Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq.) iE 3. 

The name of John Hyrcanus is written in three ways 
upon his coins, 73mn> JehocJianan^ * 73Din> JehoTcanan^ * and 
73im Jehonan. • De Saulcy ^ reads the legend ' Jehouhanna 
le cohen suprime et rami des Juifs^ but Cavedoni* cannot 
understand why a king of Jewish descent and of the 

* This word 16 usually written as here described nsm (cf. De Saulcy, 
pi. ill. noB, 2, 3, 7, 11 ; xx. no. 8), but sometimes "iDnm Vehackeher (De 
Saulcy, pi. iii. no. 6, and xx. no. 1), and in one instance "Qm Veheher 
(De Saulcy, pi. iii. no. 1). Levy observes that the permutation of Jle 
and Cheih is not elsewhere to be met with, but that of Chefh and ICoph 
is to be found in the Biblical writings, as /TTin and riTID ; *)Dn and 
1M, etc. (JUd, Miinzen, p. 50, note 2.) 

* De Saulcy {Num. Jud. p. 97 seq.) considers this to be a pome- 
granate, but Cavedoni (JSibh Num. vol. ii. p. 18), following Eckhel, 
describes it as a poppy-head, as it fits so well into the comua-copi®, and 
has a long straight stalk, whereas that of the pomegranate is small, 
short, and crooked. (Due de Luynes, Numumatique des Satrapies^ 
pi. iii ) 

* De Saulcy, Num. Jud. pi. iii. nos. 1, 2, 7, 12 ; xx. nos. 1, 3. 
^ PI. iii. nos. 3, 11. ^ PI. iii. nos. 4, 5. 

7 Num. Jud. p. 84. ^ BILL Num. vol. ii. p. 14u 
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lineage of Aaron should liave adopted the title ' friend 
of the Jews.* He says, " it would have been better to 
have had 4>IA0nATPIS, as was the case with Archelaus 
king of Cappadocia, and other Greeks (Eckhel, voh iv. p. 
462). Judas Aristobulus, son of this John, called him- 
self ^iXeXXrjp (Jos. Ant. xiii. 11, 3), but I do not think 
that any prince of Jewish origin called himself ^iXoiovS- 
CU09. Therefore, I think that instead of Vechaber^ we 
must read Vechebery i.e. societas^ natio^ 5^^^? popuhis^ and 
consider that these coins were struck with the name of the 
Jewish nation and its king John. In a similar manner 
are found in the records of the time of the Maccabees 
(1 Maccab. viiL 20), Judas Machahams et Jratres ejus et 
populus {to TrXrjdo^) Jitdaorum^ and in 1 Maccab. xii. 3, 
Jonaikas summus sacerdos et gens Judaorum {kcu to edvos 
T&v *IouSai(ov)J^ Levy, * however, though agreeing with 
this interpretation, suggests " that cheber means a limited 
associaiionj and that if the whole people of the Jews were 
meant, the form would be Wehxijehvdim^ and not Wecheher 
hajekvdim. Also among the Phoenicians (viz. the inscription 
of Marseilles), the iTcupeiai (Societies) are denoted by vsn^n 
Chebrontm (the plural of 7*)an). In this inscription the 
Suffetes mentioned in the beginning of the decree are the 
representatives of the Senate^ and by their side stand the 
Chebromm^ as with the Greeks the ^paTpiou^ and with the 
Bomans the CuruB. As the Suffetes and Confederation 
together issue a decree to the Carthaginians^ this is accord- 
ingly equivalent to Suffetes and Elders (yepovresi) or 
Senators. So now at this time among the Jews is there a 
combination of authority for the issue of edicts, ' The 
High-Priest and the Confederation of the Jews.' "^ Cave- 

' JUd. MOnzen^ p. 50, noie S. 

^ See the prodamation of Demetriiia to the «Towr, in which mention 

F 2 
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doni* fiirther suggests that it might be translated by the 
phrase TTO A ^rev/m *Ioi;5a/tt)v, which occurs in a well-known 
decree of the Jews of Berenice in the Cjrrenaica, * but does 
not like entirely to resign its connection with the Greek 
€6vo^ ^lovSauoi/^ especially as the title idvapxo^ was given 
by Augustus to one of the sons of Herod the Great * 

Apiece recently published in the Numismatic Chronicle^ 
by the Eev. H. C. Reichardt seems to favour this idea. Its 
description is as follows : — 

2. Oho. ^Tr^ 

[3n]3n33n 

i,e. [D^Tin]'»n nnnn B7fcn ^rryn \vri\Dn 73nin>, Jehjochxman 
Hakkohen Haggadol Bosh Hacheher Hajehvdim. " Johanan 
the High-Priest and Prince of the Confederation of the 
Jews," written within a wreath. 

Rev. A double comu-copise. -^. 3. 

The obverse legend has been interpreted by Beichardt, 
' Johanan the High-Priest and chief of the doctors among 
the Jews/ but Cavedoni reads it ' Head or Prince of the 
nation of the Jews.* 

Taking into consideration these various views concern- 
ing the word *)sn Cheber^ we think that Levy's translation 
* Confederation ' is the most expressive, and it will therefore 
be adopted in describing the coins that follow. 



6 



is made of the dp\pyT€c or irpeafivTipoif of whom the ytpwivla was 
composed. (P. 37, note 1.) 

' Nuovi Hudi 9opra le antiche moneie Qiudaiche^ pp. 13, 14. 

' Corpus Inse. Orwc, no. 5361 ; cf. 2 Maecab. xii. 7. 

* See Archelaus. (Chap. V. Sect B.) « N.S. vol. ii. p. 2G9. 

^ Ewald (quoted by Cavedoni, BihL Num. vol. ii. p. 15) says that the 
latter part of the inscription ("n^n) would be more correctly ren- 
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Pectdiar among the coins of John Hjn'canus are certain 
specimens which have above the Hebrew inscription a 
Greek A. 




3. Obv. A 

DnanDn 
['.]msnib[i] 

he. D^TtnM" ^^^"^ ^ W^^ ^"^" 13mn> Jehochanan Edkko' 
hen Hdggddol Vecheber Hajehudtm. " Johanan the High- 
Priest and the Confederation of the Jews^" written within 
a wreath. 

Rev. Two comna-copiaB, between which a poppy-head 
(Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq.) M. 3. 

The Greek A upon this coin relates, according to De 
Saulcy/ to an alliance between John Hyrcanus and 
either Antiochus VH. Sidetes (in the year b.c. 134) or 
Alexander H. Zebina (B.a 126), iJie A being the initial 
letter of the name of one of these princes. Cavedoni, ® how- 
ever, conjectares that this letter has a connection .nth the 

dered bj ' GeneluL of the Jews,' as XSn is used in its warlike meaning 
of gathering together the leader with his troops (Ghen. xiv. 8), there- 
fore inn may denote '* the leader or commander." This agrees with 
the words of 1 Maccab. xiii. 42, ' the governor and leader of the Jews.' 
I find, however, in Tregelles' English translation of Gesenius («• v, *13n» 
p. cclviiL) that the passage in Genesis is interpreted ^ all these eame 
together at confederates unto the valley of Siddim.' ' Confederation ' is 
the word we want. TheEev. H. G. Beichardt, quoting from the Babbi 
E. Levita, in his book called ' Thishbi,' e. r. 1!2n, explains it as '^ chief 
of the doctors (amongst the Jews)." {Num, Chron. N. S. vol. ii. p. 
269.) 
7 Ifum. Jud, p. 99. ® Bibl Num. vol. ii. p. 17. 
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wreath, and that it denotes a corona aurea^ which was 
given to John Hyrcanus by a Syrian king, as it is known 
that Alexander L Bala, to strengthen his friendship with 
Jonathan, sent him besides other distinctions a purpura et 
cororuz aurea.^ Antiochus Sidetes may have given the 
golden crown to Hyrcanus when he came to offer gold 
and silver vessels to the Temple at Jerusalem,^ or when 
Hyrcanus accompanied him on his expedition against the 
Parthians.' We prefer, however, considering that the 
A designates an alliance between one of these Syrian 
kings, and John Hyrcanus, unless indeed it denotes the 
* year 1 ' (see the ' year 30,' p. 60). 

There is a coin given by De Saulcy which, though con- 
taining the usual legend, has some letters which he has 
left unexplained. 




4. Ohv. Dim 

narrDnaa 

t.e. D'*[ni]mn nnni ... bian ^rt^n 7aDin> Jehokanan Hak- 
hohen Ha^gadol . . . Vecheher HajelmdiTru *' Johanan the 
High-Priest and the Confederation of the Jews," written 
within a wreath. 

Rev. Two comua-copisB, between which a poppy-head. 
(Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; cf. De Saulcy, pL HI. no. 3.) M. 3. 

Ewald'has supposed that only two letters are of doubt- 
ful reading in this coin, whereas there are really three. He 

• "A purple robe and golden crown." 1 Maceab. x. 20. 

^ Josepb. Jntiq. xiii. 8, 2. ^ Joseph. Antiq. ziii. 8, 4. 

» Qmt.gel. Am. 1856, article 65, p. 643. 
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has suggested for the two on, and Levy * has supplied the 
third \ making oni ' pious, upright' * Ewald also suggests 
that the word should be an ' the highest general/ and 
quotes a corresponding term in the Maccabees." This pro- 
position is, according to Levy/ quite unjustifiable. He 
however hints that perhaps the letters may be wvn ' head or 
prince/ and interpreted according to the passage in Chro- 
nicles. * From the specimen of this coin in the cabinet of 
Mr. Wigan, an engraving of which is given above, I can 
safely say that the three letters OJ)^^\{= WKn) do occur. 
This fiw^t is ftirther corroborated by the coin of John 
Hyrcanus, which was first communicated by the Eev. 
H. C. Beichardt^ 

The type of the two comua-copiee first occurs on the 
Egyptian coins, ^ and was probably adopted on the coins 
of the Seleucidse on the occasion of a marriage with an 
Egyptian princess. * The type on these Jewish coins seems 
to be an imitation of some of the coins of the kings of S3nia. 
The two comua-copisB are first met with on coins of Alex- 
ander, which Mionnet ' ascribes to Alexander IL Zebina 
(b.c. 128 — 122), but which Cavedoni* thinks might more 
correctly be attributed to Alexander I. Balas. They also 
occur on a unique tetradrachm of Cleopatra, and the type 



* Jud. MUruien, p. 52, note* ^ Job, panim. Cf. Esp. Gen. xxy. 27. 
^ '£ir2 • • • . . iLpxupit^ fuyaXov icol orpaTriyov koI ffyovfiivov 'lovdalfay. 

1 Maccab. xiii. 42. 
7 Jud. Munzen, p. 52, note. » i^y^nn )n^ 2 Chpon. xix. 11. 

* See p. 56. Since writing the above, Dr. Levy baa written to Mr. 
Yauz, stating tbat, after seeing the description of Beichardt's coin, be is 
certain tbe disputed word sbonld be read B7Kn. 

^ On tbe golden octodracbms of Arsinoe, wife of Ttokmy Fbiladel- 
pbus (b.c. 279 seq.). 

> B. S. Poole, art. Money, Smitb's Diet, of ike Bible. 

* Vol. V. p. 83 ,no8. 730, 731. 

* BibL Num. vol. ii. p. 16, note 9« 
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may have been adopted on her marriage with Alexander 
I. Balas, B.C. 150.* The wreath which encircles the in- 
scription on the above-described coins of Hyrcanus, pro- 
bably takes its origin from the coins of Antiochus VI., the 
son of Alexander 1/ If the coins with the two cornua- 
iJopisB really originate with Alexander 11. Zebina, then 
John Hyrcanns made this type a sign of his alliance with 
Zebina/ and in this case the Greek A on some of his 
coins would refer to the latter king. • The type of the 
double comu-copias is itself perhaps emblematical of the 
prosperity of the reign of John Hyrcanus,* 

The small coin with a Hebrew inscription within a 
wreath and with two comua-copiae and poppy-head, and 
over the comua-copisB the Greek letters L . A, which was 
previously assigned by Cavedoni* to king Alexander, is 
now attributed by the same numismatist ^ to his father 
John Hyrcanus. The date instead of being L . A (year 
1) is L.A (year 30), and Alexander only reigned 27 
years, whereas Hyrcanus was High-Priest for 30. * The 

* E. S. Poole, /. <?. 

« Eckhel, Boot. Num. Vet vol. lii. p. 233. ^ Joseph. Antiq, xiii. 9, 3. 

^ See p. 57. In any case, the earliest of these dates is after the death 
of Judas, and in the middle of that of Jonathan ; whilst Alexander 11. 
Zebina was contemporary with John Hyrcanus. It would be very 
singular to have the type of the two comua-copiffi on coins of the Macca- 
bsean princes before it was adopted on those of the kings of Syria. 
(See Introduction^ p. x.) The same type occurs on the coins of the 
Herods, and on the coins of Tiberius struck by the procurator in ▲.!). 
33, and also on the coins of Agrippa II. (described, Chap. Y. 8eet. G-. ; 
no. 4, under Nero, A.n. 59 ; no. 8, under Domitian, a.i). 86 ; no. 10, id. 
A.D. 87 ; no. 11, id, a.I). 94r. This last has a single comu-copisB.) This 
is ahnost the latest example of its use, but Mionnet (vol. y. p. 484 seq.) 
gives it on a coin of Trajan struck at Tiberias. 

^ Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 10, 1. 

^ Bibl Num, vol. ii. p. 21, note 13 ; Levy, Jud, Munzen, p. 60, note 1. 

* Nuovi Studi sopra le antiche Monete Oiudaiche^ p. 13. 

* Joseph. Antiq. xx. 10. See note on p. 53. 
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only remaining Hebrew letter is Nun^ which is appli- 
cable either to Jehonathan or Jehochanan. It is much to 
be regretted that no engraving of this coin is given. 

C. Judas Aristobulus, 
B.C. 106— B.C. 105. 

Immediately after the death of John Hyrcanus, Judas 
Aristobulus* succeeded and took the title of King, being 
the first instance of the assumption of that name since the 
Captivity.* His mother, to whom Hyrcanus had left the 
government by will, wished to reign, but Aristobulus put 
her in prison and caused her to be starved to death. He 
also imprisoned three of his brothers, but the fourth, 
Antigonus, was his favourite, and with him he shared 
his kingdom. During his reign he subdued the Iturseans, 
and compelled them to embrace the Jewish religion; 
During the progress of this expedition, illness forced him 
to return to Jerusalem, and he resigned the command to 
Antigonus, who, being calumniated by the intrigues of the 
Queen and others, was assassinated the day after he 
returned to Jerusalem. Not long after, Judas Aristo- 
bulus also died, as it is said, in remorse for his misdeeds, 
having reigned only one year.® He received the nam& 

of ^iXcAAi;!/^ (lover of the Grecians). His coins inform 

* JosephuB gives him the Hebrew name, Judas, as well as the Greek 
one, Aristobulus, Antiq, zx. 10, 1. 

^ Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 11, 1 ; zz. 10, 1 ; JBelL Jud. 3, 1. Also 
Eusebius, 'Apc9r($/3ovXoc v2oc *Iut&vdov irpot ry dpx^^f^oovyn hddrifia wepUOeTO 
^oiXtKoy xpwroc {Chron. ii ed. Mai, 1818, p. 360). The Arabic yersion 
of the Maccabees (chap. zzii. ed. Cotton), however, contains a decree 
of the Boman Senate in which John Hyrcanus is styled Song, whilst 
Strabo (lib. zvi. 2, 40, ed. Didot, p. 649) asserts that Alexander JannsDus 
first assumed the regal title. 

* Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 11 ; Bell. Jud. i. 3. 
7 Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 11, 3* 
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US that he did not place upon them the title of Eang, 
though, as above observed, he had usurped that title. 

The coLQs now attributed to Judas Aristobulus by 
Cavedoni® and Levy,' were formerly attributed, and incor- 
rectly, by De Saulcy * to Judas Maccabseus, and the two 
examples given by him mutually supply the following 
legend : — 




Oho. Within an olive wreath — 

Tin> 

t.e. [Dntn]''n -)nm btba in^ rwm^ Jehudah Kohm Galulf 
Vecheber Hajehudim. " Judas, High-Priest, and the Con- 
federation of the Jews/' 

Beo. Two comua-copisB : in the middle a poppy-head. 
(Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; De Saulcy, pi. 11. nos. 1, 2.) 

De Saulcy* has read this coin b'ibn ]n3 Kohen Galulf 
but it seems more probable that the correct form is \t(x 
GadoV The blunders in these small copper coins make it 
however very ^cult to say which is the correct reading. 
After the attention of M. De Saulcy was called to the fact^ 
he again examined the coins, ^ and on one of them he 
read very clearly and distinctly b'iba Galul; on three 
others very clearly btTi Gadol^ and on a fourth bix He 

8 Bibl, Num. vol. ii. p. 18. 9 Jad. Munzen^ p. 64. 

^ iVtim. Jud. p. 84. > JVkm. Jud, I. e. 

* Cavedoni, JBibL Num. vol. ii. p. 19, note 11 ; Levy, Jud. Munzen, 
p. 55. 

* Bevue NumUmatiquej 1857, p. 290. 
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was therefore inclined to think that the b {Lamed) ought to 
be replaced by the i {Daletk). Mr. Beichardt* states that 
on two coins in his cabinet the adjective bna is quite 
clear. Mr. Poole has suggested to me that the word 

btba Galul^ may be compared with the Arabic root j)^ 
' he or it was illustrious/ 

From the shortness of the reign of Judas Aristobulus, 
his coins are of great rarity, and they prove that he con- 
tented himself with the title alone of * High-Priest.' 

D. Alexander Jann^us. 
B.C. 106 — ^B.c. 78. 

Alexander Jannaeus/ the eldest of the three surviving 
brothers of Aristobulus, when released from prison, took 
the government and put to death one of his brothers, who 
disputed his right to the throne, leaving the oAer one to 
lead a private life. His first act was to lay siege to the 
cities of Ptolemais (Acre), Dora, Stratonis Tunis and 
Glaza. The inhabitants of Ptolemais applied to Ptolemy 
Lathyrus, king of Cyprus, who entered Palestine at the 
head of thirty thousand men. A great battle was fought 
near the river Jordan, and Alexander was totally defeated. 
Ptolemy then overran all the country, which experi- 
enced the barbarous cruelty of the conqueror. Alexander 
would have been entirely lost, had not Cleopatra, the 
Queen of Egypt, who was frightened lest her son should 
attempt to enter her kingdom, sent to the assistance of 

* Num. Ohrm. N.S. vol. li. p. 270. 

^ ^layyaioCf 'lav viae ( Joaeph. Antiq, xiii. 12, 1 ; cf. Luke iii. 24, ^Jayya^ 
'lavvai). Josephus also calls him Alexander (Z. c). He is known in the 
Talmud under the name of Jannai OSS*^)^ and his coins give ns the 
names of ' Jonathan/ or ' Jehonathan.' The proper form is ^3^, as the 
Aleph is only a mater lectianis, as for instance the Biblical name *^DB7 
(1 (3hron. ii. 28, 4A ; iv. 17) is written later '»KOa7. But '^3'^ or '•Ka^ is 
only an abbreviation of 1^3*^. The name ^M3^ means a * Teacher' in the 
Talmud. (See OUiin, 60 a; Levy, Jud. Mutuien, p. 115, notel.} 
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Alexander an army under Chelcias and Ananias. Ptolemy 
was thus obliged to return to Cyprus (b.c. 101). Soon after- 
wards Alexander invaded Coele-Syria, and took several 
cities above Jordan, but being taken by surprise by the 
enemy, he was defeated, losing ten thousand men and all 
his baggage. In these and other struggles passed away a 
third of his reign, whilst at home the old dissension 
between the Pharisees and Sadducees continued to rage 
with violence. The former, who were jealous of the in- 
creasing power of Alexander, attacked him while he was 
ofl&ciating as High-Priest, rushing at him with their palm- 
branches, and pelting him with the Ethrogs (citrons) : this 
outbreak was soon quelled, and 6000 of the insurgents 
were killed. After several years of civil war, he gained 
two decided victories, and having taken a great number of 
prisoners, he massacred eight hundred in the presence of 
his concubines while banqueting. This war cost the lives 
of 50,000 men. In consequence of his cruelties the Jews 
sumamed him 4he Thracian.' Towards the end of his reign 
he seems to have been on a better footing with his sub- 
jects. His conquests included * cities that had belonged 
to the Syrians, Idumaeans, and Phoenicians' ; and whilst 
engaged in his attack on the fortress of Eangaba, in Gere- 
sena, he took to excessive drinking, which soon caused 
his death. He left the government of the kingdom to 
his Queen Alexandra.^ 

Of the reign of Alexander Jannaeus there are a large 
number of coins. Cavedoni® and Levy^ attribute to him 
all the coins which De Saulcy has given to Jonathan 
Maccabasus, and the same idea has been adopted by Mr. 
Poole in the article Money, in Dr. Smith's Diclionary of 
the Bible^ printed but not published previously to Levy's 
book, owing to the long delay in the production of the 

7 See note under Alexandra, Sect. E. p. 71. 

8 Bibl. Num, vol. ii. p. 12. • Jud. Munzen, p. 57. 



ALEXANDER JANNiEUB. 66 

second volume. Levy arranges his coins in the following 
manner : 

First coinage. Copper coins with Hebrew inscription, 

* Jonathan the High-Priest and the Confederation of the 
Jews/ 

Second coinage. Copper coins with bilingual inscriptions 
— Hebrew, * Jehonathan the King ;' Greek, * Alexander 
the King/ 

Dr. Levy supposes this second coinage was struck on 
his quarrel with the popular party, and that he here 
appears as an independent ruler. 

Third coinage. Copper coius with Hebrew inscription, 

* Jehonathan the High-Priest and the Jews.' 

This coinage Dr. Levy attributes to the time of Alex- 
ander's reconciliation with the Jews, and says that the 
legend * is by no means a contemptible testimony of this 
brazen memorial, that the king wished to make the 
irritated people attached to him.'* 

The collections of the British Museum, however, 
recently became enriched by the purchase of several 
restruck Jewish coins, and Mr. Poole,* in examining 
them, discovered that they bore traces of Greek inscriptions 
under the Hebrew. Barthelemy, quoted by De Saulcy,' 
mentions a coin of * Jonathan the High-Priest,' with the 
traces of the words BA2IAEQ2 AAESANAPOY and 
holds that they mark the alliance between Jonathan and 
Alexander L Balas. This idea is out of the question. One 
of these double struck coins in the British Museum bears 
distinctly ANAP.Y [AAESANAPOY] and another GQC 
{fiaxriKito^) * From this fact it is certain that Dr. Levy's 

^ Jud. Munzen, p. 60. 

• Art. Money, Smith's Diet, of the Bible. • Nam, Jud. p. 87. 

* Another coin of Alexander Jannseus, which has been recently 
acquired for the British Museum, shows distinct traces of the Hebrew 
legend on its reverse, Dn ]na (ibon ]rotn^). 
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suggestion about the three coinages is not correct, and that 
we must accept the arrangement given by Mr. Poole. 



First Coinage. 




1. Ohv. iban irotn'^ Jehmathan Hammelek. " The King 
Jehonathan." A half-opened flower. 

Eev. AAESANAPOY BA2IAEQ2 (of the King 
Alexander), written round a circle, within which is an 
anchor with two cross-timbers. (De Saulcy, pi. II. no. 8.) 

JEi. 3. 




2. Obv. [ibiDn]]n3tn'^ Jehonaihan [Eammelek']. " The 
King Jehonathan.'' A half opened flower. 

Hev. AAESANAPOY BA2IA[EQ2] round a circle, 
within which is an anchor. (De Saulcy, pi. IL no. 7.) JE. 3. 




3 Obv. iban "tn^^rr^ Jehmathan Eammelek. " The King 
Jehonathan." written round a palm ?-branch. 

Rev. A flower {Num. Chrcm. N. S. vol. ii. pi. vi. no. 3.) 

JEa^ 3. 




4. Ohv. nban iroin*^ Jehmathan Bammelek. " The 
King Jehonaihan,'' written within the intermediate spaces 
of a star with eight rays. 
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Beo. AAESANAPOY BA2IAEQ2 written round 
an anchor. (De Saulcy, pi. 11. no. 9.) M. 3. 

The type of the anchor is probably borrowed from 
coins of the Seleucidse. It may also perhaps allude to 
the possession of the sea-ports which Alexander had gained 
and joined to his kingdom.* The types of Nos. 1 and 2 
seem to have been copied from one of Antiochus VII. 
Sidetes, with the dates of the Seleucidan era, BllP (182) 
and AIIP (181), which De Saulcy* conjectures were struck 

at Jerusalem, and which 
correspond to b.c. 132 
andB.al31.« The half- 
opened flower on the 
obverses of Nos. 1 and 2 (and probably the same flower 
on the reverse of No. 3) is, according to Cavedoni,^ very 
similar to the flower found on the reverse of a small brass 
coin* of Antiochus VIII. Epiphanes, sumamed Grypus, or 
Hook-nosed, and may allude to an alliance between 

^ Gkiza, Baphia, Anthedon, etc. (Joseph. Antiq^. xiii. 15, 4). 

• Num, Jud. pp. 100-102, pi. III. nos. 13, 14. 

* Antiochus Sidetes laid siege to Jerusalem in B.C. 133, and met with 
great resistance from John Hyrcanus, with whom he was obliged to 
form a league of friendship. (Joseph. Antiq, xiii. 8, 2, 3.) Shortly after* 
wards Hyrcanus accompanied Antiochus in his expedition against the 
Parthians. (See p. 62.) Cavedoni (Bibl. Num, vol. ii. p. 18, note) does 
not consider these coins as struck at Jerusalem, but as analogous to 
some with the head of Cupido and lotus-flower, which were struck in 
Syria^ and especially as some of them bear the date AUP (184), and 
Antiochus would not have struck money in Jerusalem during four years. 
De Saulcy, in reply {Rev. Num. 1857, p. 289) says that the lotus-flower 
is the coiffure of Isis, and that the head of Cupido would of course 
exclude these coins from Jerusalem. As regards the date AUP, he 
has examined more than thirty of these coins coming from Jerusalem, 
and has never seen it. Cavedoni has most probably mistaken A for A. 

7 Bibl. Num. vol ii. p. 22. 

8 Trdeor de Num. et Olyp. pi. lii. no. 10, 
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Alexander and this king. The object on the obverse of 
No. 4, in the intermediate spaces of which is written ' The 
King Jehonathan/ has been described by most numisma- 
tists* as a wheel. Eckhel/ however, considers it to be a 
star^ an opinion adopted by Cavedoni,* who suggests that 
Alexander, in consequence of his first conquests, may 
have prided himself that he was fulfilling the prophecy of 
Balaam.' 

The title of 'King,'* occurring in Hebrew and in 
Greek, evidently show that these coins were struck before 
his quarrel with the Pharisees,* though the adoption of 
the Greek characters was probably one of the causes of 
the feud. 



* De Saulcy, 2^um. Jud, p. 89 ; R. S. Poole, Art. Moneif, Smith's 
Diet of the Bible, vol. ii. etc. 

^ Doet Num. Vet, vol. iii. p. 477. 
« Bibl Num. vol. ii. p. 22. 

• * There shall come a tiar out of Jacob/ etc. 'AyorcXcT aarpov 
(Stella, Vulg.) I{ 'Iaic«;»j3 r. r. X. (Numb. iiiv. 17.) See Chapter IX. 
* on the second revolt of the Jews/ for Barcochab, * the son of the star.* 

^ The Talmud frequently names this king as *7bDn *^K3^ Jannai 
Mammelek, ' The King Jannseus.' (Levy, Jud. Munzen, p. 59, note 2.) 
See p. 68, note 6. 

'^ In the coin-cabinet of Marseilles there is the following remarkable 
coin. It was kindly communicated to Dr. Levy by M. le Comte de 
Vogu6. 

Obv. AAE^ANAPOY BA2IAEQ2. Two comuarcopifls tied together 
and poppy-head. JSev. No legend. A wreath. M. 3. 

This coin shows how much the king must have deviated from 
the usual custom, to make use of Greek characters only. 

The remarkable coin of which I here give a woodcut, is in the 
British Museum ; no one, I think, can deny that it 
is a Jewish coin, notwithstanding that it bears a 
portrait. But to whom shall it be attributed ? Mr. 
Poole has suggested to me that it should be given 
to Alexander Jannnus, and if so, it may have been struck during 
his quarrel with the Pharisees. The small coins, however, of the same 




ALEXANDER JANN^US. 



Second Coinage. 
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1. Obv. roro^ 

ie. [D'»]inm "nnnt bian )n:^n ^ro'^ JcmalJian HcJckohen 
Edggadol Vecheber Hajehttdtm. ^* Jonathan the High-Priest 
and the Confederation of the Jews/' written within a 
wreath of laurel or olive. 

Bev. Two comua-copiflB and a poppy-head. (De Sanlcy, 
pi. n. no. 5.)* M. 3. 




2. Obv. "^m 

bTinan 
nnnm 

tie. [o'^Jin'^n •nsm bian )n:in ^n^n"* Jekonathan HcJckohen 

size and fabric, and with the same style of star are now attributed 
to Alexander 11. (See under Alexander 11. p. 75.) Is this coin then 
the first attempt of coinage of Alexander II. after his escape from 
Bome, or do all these small coins really belong to Alexander Jannieus ? 
It is to be regretted that no legend is visible on the coin, though Mr. 
Poole wishes to see on the obverse either a final Nun^ similar to the Nun 
on the coins of Alexander Jannieus, or else the Ghreek letters HPQ! 
There is only one other Jewish coin on which a portrait is represented, 
and it is attributed to Agrippa U. (Chap. Y. Sect. O.) 

' Coins with less complete and sometimes incorrect legends are given 
by De Saulcy (pi. II. nos. 3, 4, 6). No. 3 reads an ODn bian ]nDrT 
)na^ ; no. 4 ha« at the end n*^ for inn*^ ; and no. 6 apparently asnv 
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Haggadol Vecheber Hajehudim. " Jehonathan the BGgli- 
Priest and the Confederation of the Jews," within a 
wreath. 

Rev. Two comua-copiae and poppy-head. (Cab. of E. 
Wigan, Esq. ; of. De Saulcy, pi. 11. no. 11.) JEi. 3. 




3. Ohv. yf^'s 

i.e. [D'^TnJ'^m bian yn'sn ^ro'in'^ JeJumaihan HaJckohm 
Haggadol Vehajehvdim. "Jehonathan the High-Priest 
and the Jews," within a wreath. 

Rev. Two comua-copiaB and poppy-head. (De Sanlcy, 
pi. U. no. 10.)' M. 3. 

These last three coins were struck after the reconciliation 
of the king with the Pharisees, as he abandons the regal 
title and recurs to the sacerdotal, already used upon his 
fether's coins. No. 3 shows an even greater concession 
on the part of Alexander Jannaeus, inasmuch as he couples 
his name with the * Jews' in general, and leaves out the 
word iDTTt ' Confederation.'® 

E. Alexandra. 
B.C. 78— B.C. 69. 
Alexander Jannaeus, upon his death-bed, counselled 

7 Coins with variationB of this legend are engraved by De Saulcy, 
pi. n. nos. 11-14. 

^ On a eoino£ King Alexander, in the posseBsion of Cayedoni {Bibl, 
Num. vol. ii. p. 21, note 13), bearing the types of the star and anchor, 
this numismatist wishes to read L. S* (year 6). Unfortunately no 
representation of the coin is given. 



ALEXANDRA. 71 

his wife Alexandra* to place a share of her authority in 
the hands of the Pharisees. Acting upon this sug- 
gestion she spoke to the Pharisees, and succeeded so 
well, that the same men, who during the entire life of the 
defimct king had pursued him with an implacable hatred, 
honoured his memory with the highest veneration, and 
decreed to him a ftmeral more splendid than any of the 
kings before him. Her first act was to make her eldest 
and weakest son Hyrcanus XL, High-Priest, but the 
younger, Aristobulus H. who was an active and a 
bold man, she kept back from public aflFairs. She 
consistently left the management of the government to the 
Pharisees, who, abusing the power bestowed upon them, 
put to death or threw into prison many of their former 
enemies. 

In B. c- 70, Alexandra feU ill, and Aristobulus H. re- 
solved to attempt to seize the government. In a short time 
he made himself master of several important towns. The 
Pharisees, frightened, denounced to the dying queen what 
had taken place, but Alexandra, who had no more energy 
to undertake the government, named Hjrrcanus II. her 
heir, leaving the Pharisees to carry into effect whatever 
they thought proper. She died in b. c. 69, after having 
reigned nine years. 

* Alexandra, the wife of Alexander Jannffiiis, must not be confounded 
with Salome (who was also called Alexandra), the wife of Judas Aris- 
tobulus. Upon the latter's death Salome released his brothers, who had 
been confined in prison, and advanced Alexander JannaBus to the throne. 
Those who suppose that Salome Alexandra and Alexandra are the same, 
and that Alexander JannaBus married his brother*s wife to raise up 
seed to his brother, according to the Jewish law, forget that Hyrcanus 
n., son of Alexander JannsBus and Alexandra, was past eighty when he 
died in b.o. 30, and therefore must have been bom several years before 
the death of Judas Aristobulus. (Smith's Diet of Biog, s. v. Salome,) 
Alexandra, the wife of Alexander JannsBus, is thus unknown, except 
from her history in Josephus and from her coins. 

g2 
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Of the reign of Alexandra there is only one coin extant, 
which was first published by De Sanlcy.* 




Ohv. AAES ANA- BASIAIS. written round an anchor. 

Eeo. A star with eight rays. In the intermediate spaces 
are the traces of a Hebrew legend, of which only a n {Tav) 
is discernible. (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq.) JE. 3. 

In the engraving given by De Saulcy these traces are 
not visible, but on examining the coin there appears to 
have been some legend, and the suggestion of De Saulcy 
may not be far from wrong. The n {Taii) may probably 
belong to a word n^ba (Meleketh) Queen^ or to the 
Chaldaean form of this title, kti^Vd.* 

F. Hyrcanus II. 

B.C. 69 — B.C. 65. 

On the death of Alexandra, Hyrcanus II. immediately 
took possession of the throne, but his brother Aristobulus 
raised an army, and attacking him near Jericho, defeated 
him, and compelled him to flee for refuge to the citadel 
of Jerusalem. There Hjrrcanus was obliged to sue for 
peace, and resigning the government into the hands of his 
brother, retired into private life. 

G. Aristobulus IL and Alexander H. 

B.C. 65 — ^B.c. 49. 

The peace that had been founded between the two 
brothers was only too soon destroyed. The Idumasan An- 
tipater, father of Herod L, wishing to acquire the fiiend- 

^ Num, Jud, pi. IV. no. 13. ^ Levy, Jud, Munzen, p. 61. 

• Cavedoni, BibL Num. vol. ii. p 23. 
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ship of the weak-minded Hyrcanus II., persuaded him that 
his brother intended to put him to death, and ultimately 
induced him to fly from Jerusalem, and take refoge with 
Aretas, the king of Nabathaea. Aretas in consequence in- 
vaded Judaea. Aristobulus was defeated and besieged in 
Jerusalem, and the city would doubtless have been taken 
had not Scaurus and Gabinius, Pompey's lieutenants, 
whose assistance Aristobulus had purchased, arrived at 
the scene of action and compelled Aretas to raise the 
siege.* In b. c. 63 Pompey himself arrived in Judaea, and 
the rival brothers laid their claims before him. Pompey 
declared in favour of Hyrcanus ; for he saw, in this weak 
prince, the surest means of sooner or later getting pos- 
session of Judaea for the Eomans. Aristobulus refused 
to abide by this decision, and was besieged by Pompey in 
Jerusalem. The city was taken, and Aristobulus and his 
sons, Alexander IL and Antigonus, were carried away to 
Rome.* After this victory Hjrrcanus was reinstated in 

* In B.C. 64 Aretas submitted to Pompey for a time, but after Pom- 
pey's departure from Asia, Scaurus invaded Arabia Petrssa, but withdrew 
on Aretas paying 300 talents (Joseph. Antiq. xiv. 5, 1). This event is 
commemorated on a coin (Cohen, Mid. Cons, pi. I. jEmilia^ 1). The 
name of Aretas was inscribed upon the tablet of kings conquered by 
Pompey (Appian. Bell, Mith. 117). 

' The Due de Luynes (Rev, Num. 1858, p. 384) has suggested that 
this Aristobulus, son of Alexander Jannseus, who was brought to Eome 
and compelled by Pompey to follow his triumphal car (Appian. Bell. 
MUh, 117), is no other than the Bacehius Judaus represented on a coin 
of the family FlauHa (Cohen, Med, Cons. pi. xxxiii. Flautia, 6). Upon 
the obverse of this coin he wishes to recognise the head of the town of 
Jerusalem personified, and not that of Cybele, and on the reverse the 
conquered Aristobulus delivering himself up to Pompey. Besides, 
Bacehius the Jew on this coin wears the pointed tiara of a Jewish high- 
priest, and his name in Hebrew could not but be ^pn Bueehi (jSaicxtpi 
LXX. Numb, zxxiv. 22), or inp3 Buechiahu (/Socn, LXX. 1 Chron. vi. 
5), of which the Eomans would thus have made Bacehius. Cavedoni 
thought that Bacehius was the name of Silas, tyrant of Lysias, which was 
a small town taken by Pompey in his victorious march from Damascus to 
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the nominal sovereignty and BGgh-Priestliood, having An- 
tipater the Idumaean placed over him, to watch the interest 
of the Eomans. In B.c. 57 Aristobulus and his son 
Alexander made their escape from Rome. The former was 
re-captured whUst entering the fortifications of Machserus, 
and was sent back to Rome by Gabinins. Alexander 
fortified several strong towns, but Gabinius, who came 
to the assistance of Hyrcanus and Antipater, defeated 
him with great loss near Jerusalem, and it was only 
through the intercession of his mother that he obtained his 
freedom. Gabinius then divided Judaea into five parts, 
and appointed five councils, one at Jerusalem, one at 
Gadara, one at Amathus, one at Jericho, and one at 
Sepphoris. The monarchic authority was thus abolished, 
and the Jews governed by an aristocracy. Another 
attempt of Alexander during the absence of Gabinius was 
again frustrated. In b.c. 49 Julius Caesar set Aristobulus 
and Alexander at liberty, in order that they might recover 
back the throne of their fathers; but Aristobulus was 
poisoned by some of Pompey's friends, and Alexander 
was seized by order of Pompey, and beheaded at Antioch. 

Of Hyrcanus IL and Aristobulus 11. there are at present 
no coins known, and the numerous vicissitudes of this 
period may perhaps partly explain the reason. Further 
excavations will probably fill up the many voids that now 
exist. 

The small bronze coins, ascribed by De Saulcy ® to Alex- 
ander Jannaeus, are now attributed to Alexander IL 

Jerusalem (Josepb. Jntiq. ziv. 8, 2). He does not bowever bold with 
this opinion now, and says, ** it is clear that it is the Greek name jSorxe^oC) 
and this name is not connected with any Hebrew form of the period." 
(Bev. Num. 1863, p. 205.) The name jSaxxeioc was borne by the 
uncle of St. Justin (Euseb. JSiat. Eccl, iv. 12), by an author of a 
musical treatise (Fabric. Bihl. Orae, ii. p. 260), and by a commentator 
on the writings of Hippocrates (Smith's Diet, o/Bioj, s. vv.). 
6 J^fuffi, Jud. pi. IV. 2—12. 
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1. Oh). AAESANA . BASIAEQS written round an 
anchor, 

Reo. A star inside a beaded circle, with eight rays : 
between the rays, traces of letters, but whether Hebrew 
or not it is difficult to say. (De Saulcy, pi. IV. nos. 11, 
12.) M. 3. 





2. Oh). BACIAEY2 within a beaded circle. 

Reo. An anchor within a wreath, or within a cirple. 
(De Saulcy, pi. IV. nos. 9, 10.) 

The fabric, style, and difference of weight, make it pro- 
bable that they do not belong to Alexander Jannaeus. ' 

H. Hyrcanus IL be-established. 

B.C. 47 — B.C. 40. 

Hyrcanus, on his restoration, was ruler® only in 
name. Antipater possessed the real authority, and gave 
to his two sons, Fhasael and Herod, the governments of 
Jerusalem and of Galilee. On account of some severities 
committed by Herod in his government, he was sum* 
moned by Hyrcanus before the Sanhedrim, but he appeared 
before them armed, and bearing in his hand a letter from 
Sextus Caesar for his acquittal. The feebleness of the cha- 
racter of Hyrcanus is shown in his consenting to the death 
of Antipater, who was poisoned by a certain Malichus, 
and then in the death of Malichus, at the request of Herod. 
In B. c. 40, on the invasion of Syria by Antigonus, aided 

7 Cavedoni, Bibl, Num. toI. ii. p. 22, note : Leyy, JQd. MUnsen, p. 64 ; 
but Bee p. 68, note 5. 
^ He was appointed high-priest and ethnarch. (See p. 38| note 4 .) 
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by Pacorus the king of Parthia, flyrcanus and Phasael 
fell into the hands of Antigonus. Hyrcanus had his ears 
cut off, in order to incapacitate him for ever from holding 
the High-Priesthood,^ and was sent to prison at Seleucia 
in Babylon, where he remained till released by the Par- 
thian king Phraates IV. (Arsaces XV.) He was put to 
death by Herod, in b.c. 30, on the pretext of having held 
treasonable correspondence with Malchus king of Arabia. 
There are at present no coins known struck during the 
restoration of Hyrcanus H. 

I. Antigonus. 

B.O. 40— B.C. 87. 

Antigonus was the younger son of Aristobulus H., and 
was with his fiither and his elder brother Alexander H. 
carried to Eome by Pompey as prisoner. In b. c. 57 he 
escaped with his fether, who found numerous followers 
among his countrymen. The war was again renewed, and 
Antigonus and his father were again taken at Machserus, 
and sent back to Eome. After the death of his father, who 
had been poisoned by the party of Pompey, Antigonus 
attempted, with the aid of the Parthians, whom he had 
won over by presents and promises, to seize Judsea. He 
found everywhere ready support. Jerusalem was taken, 
and Herod was forced to flee to Rome. Antigonus was 
at last restored to the throne by the Parthians in B. c. 40. 
Herod, who had obtained, through the influence of 
Antony, the title of Eang of Judsea, now marched agsunst 
Antigonus. After a long siege Jerusalem was taken, with 
the assistance of the Eoman general Sosius, and it was 
with the utmost difficulty that Herod could save from 
pillage the greater part of his capital. Antigonus gave 
himself up to Sosius, who sent him chained to Antony* 

» Levit. xxi. 16—24. 



^ 
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Antigonus was conveyed to Antioch, where, having been 
previoosly beaten, he was ignominiously eiecnted with 
the axe (b.c. 37), a mode of treatm^it the Komans had 
never before used to a king. ' 



OU. BACIAEQC ANTirONOY written round a 
wreath. 

-ffev. [n]''Tim[n -lam b-n]n \vsn rrnnn Matdiatktdk 
Bakkohen Saglgadol Vecheber Sa^fehudim. " Matthathias 
the High-Riest and the Confederation of the Jews." Two 
comua-copise. (Cf. Bev. Num. 1860, p. 284, note ; also 
De Saulcy, pi. V. no. 2.) M. 5. 

The reverse legend of this coin is given according to 
the correction of De Vogii^,' who has compared the five 
examples in the French cabinet. The obverse type Is 
similar to that given in De Saulcy.* Levy says, " that this 
is the meaning of the Hebrew inscription appears &om 
the whole of the eight specimens, engraved by De Saulcy. 
Some of them may have one or other of the letters 
more clearly defined, but many of them display a very 
degenerate form."* The reverse legend is placed in a 
very remarkable manner ; it commences at the bottom of 
the kji side under the comua-copise, iJien at the second 
Se turns between the two comua-copise, turns round again 
at the bottom of the right side under the comua-copise, 

* Dion. Caea. hii. 22 ; Joseph. Jntiq. xv. 1, 2. 

* Sev. Num. I860, p. 284, note. 

■ JTiim. J»i. pi. V. no. 1, * Jiid. M&nten, p. 66. 
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and finally ends at the top of the coin aJEter having formed 
a kind of oo (8). 

We thus leam, as was already long ago suggested by 
Barth^lemy," and since adopted by De Saulcy,* that 
Matthathias is the Jewish name of Antigonus, recalling 
the name of the ancestor of the Asmoncean family. The 
coins of Antigonus differ very considerably from those of 
his predecessors,' and Cavedoni' suggests that they bear 
great resemblance to those of the Parthian kings. This is 
very probable, seeing that Antigonus obtained his throne 
by the aid of the Parthians.' 

The Eev. H. C. Eeichardt has recently published' a coin 
from his collection, said to have on the reverse the rem- 
nants of a legend (""n lah Cheber Sat), and between the 
two comua-copiffi aiff, i. e. year 2. I have seen the cast of 
this coin, but I confess that I cannot decipher what really 
the letters may be ; nor can others, to whom I have shown 
the cast, venture to say that they see the letters 3tff. 

Some specimens of the coins of Antigonus have only a 
single comu-copise. 



Obv. BACIAEOG A-TIP. within a wreath. 

Bev. pmj'pTiins mnn[D] Mattatkiaa Kohen Gadol. 
"Mattathias High-Priest." Comu-copiee; on either side a 
leaf. (De Saulcy, pi. V. no. 6.) ^ 4. 



» Eckhel, Doet. Xum. Vet. vol. iii. p. 481. 

« Jfum. Jud. p. 111. 1 De Saulcy, JTum. JuS. p. 110. 

B Bill. Num. vol. ii. p. 25. 9 Joseph. AfUiq. xi?. 13. 

• Num. Chron. N. S. vol ii. p. 270. 
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The single comu-copisB most probably denotes half of 
the value of those which have the double comu-copiaB. 
The latter weigh, according to De Saulcy, * 14*2 grammes 
(209 grains) and under, the former 7*7 grammes (118 
grs.) to 7 grammes (108 grs.). Levy* suggests that the 
piece weighing 10-7 grammes (165 grs.) is a three-quarter 
piece. 

The following coin is in the collection of the Bev. 
Churchill Babington, and was recently published by him 
in the Numismatic Chronicle.'^ 




Obv. Wreath ? (side-struck and very much obliterated). 
No legend visible. 

Hev. [B]A2IA[EQ2 A]NTI[r]ONO[Y] in two 
straight lines ; between them a single comu-copiae. -^E. 3 J. 

This coin is remarkable as being the only specimen yet 
described which has a Greek inscription on the same side 
as the comu-copisB. Whether there was a Hebrew inscrip- 
tion on the obverse it is impossible to say. It is appa- 
rently the smallest coin of Antigonus yet discovered. 

With these coins the series of the Asmonaean djmasty 
concludes. 

> 2fum. Jud. pp. Ill, 112. 

' Jud. MUnzen, p. 66, note 4. The coins of Antigonus in the British 
Mosenm, and in Mr. Wigan's collection, weigh 227 grs., 192 grs. and 
183 grs. (with two comua-copi»), and 119 grs., 116 grs. (with the single 
coma-copiflB.) 

* N. S. Tol. ii. p. 64 ; pi. II. no. 1. 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE, 

BHownra those of the 

Herodian Family of whom theue abe Coins. 



Hebod I.^ 

married 

± 



Mariamne, Malthace. Cleopatra, 

granddr. of Hjrcanus. I 



AristobuluB Antipas* Abchelaijs Philip IL* 

= Berenice. = dr. of Aretas (Matt. ii. 22.) = Salome. 

= Herodias. 



Ageipfa 1.* Hebod, 

= Cypres. Sang of Chalcis. 

AoBippA n.* 



^ Herod the King (Matt. ii. 1 ; Luke i. 6). 

« Herod the Tetrarch (Matt. xiv. 1, 3 ; Luke iii. 1, 19 ; ix. 7) ; the 
King (Matt. xiv. 9) ; King Herod (Mark vi. 14). 
3 PhiUp [II.] the Tetrarch (Luke iii. 1). 
^ Herod the King (Acts xii.). 
* Bang Agrippa (Acts xxv. 13 ; xxvi. 2 aeq.). 



CHAPTER V. 



COINS OP THE IDUM^AN PRINCES. 



A. Herod L surnamed the Great. 

B.C. 87 — B.C. 4. 

Immediately on ascending the throne, after the death 
of Antigonus, Herod put to death all the members of the 
Sanhedrim, excepting Pollio and Sameas. The aged 
Hyrcanus, his wife Mariamne, to whom he was pas- 
sionately attached, and many other members of his family 
were also put to death ; and the High-Priesthood was 
given to an ignorant and obscure man from Babylon, 
named Ananel. Though Herod did not win the love of 
his subjects by his acts at home, he greatly improved his 
dominions. Yet this was done more with the idea of 
pleasing Eome than of pleasing his subjects. The beau- 
tiful Temple, commenced in the eighteenth year of his 
reign (b.c. 20), failed to gratify the people. On his 
deathbed he ordered that some of the principal Jews, 
whom he had shut up in the Hippodrome at Jericho, 
should be put to death after his decease, that mourners 
might not be wanting at his funeral. About the same 
time he ordered the massacre of the infants at Bethlehem.* 
Thus exasperated by endless atrocities the people would 
have openly revolted, had not Herod died, aged 69, in the 
year b. c. 4. ^ 

« Matt. ii. 16. 

7 Upon the death of Herod, a man named Simon put a diadem on 
his own head, and declared himself King. He was soon killed bj 
Gratus (Joseph. Antiq, xviii. 10, 6 ; Tac. Hist v. 9). Upon his death 
another, one Athronges, set himself up for King, but was eventually 
defeated and killed bj the Eomans. (Joseph. I, e.) 
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From the large extent of Herod's dominions, and the 
immense wealth that he bequeathed to his kindred and 
to strangers, we should naturally expect to find a very 
numerous and fine coinage. Though Josephus says that 
he left to his sister Salome five hundred thousand [pieces] 
of silver that was coined {apyvpiov iinarjixov)^ and to 
CfiBsar, besides vessels of gold and silver, ten millions of 
coined silver^ and to others five millions, * yet from numis- 
matic evidence we must conclude that the coinage of gold 
was interdicted in all countries subject to the Romans, 
and that the permission to strike silver was only granted 
to some of the most important cities, as Alexandria, 
Antioch of Syria, Csesarea of Cappadocia, Tarsus, &c.* 
Pompey had already forbidden a silver coinage to be 
struck in most of the Phoenician mints, only a cc^^per 
currency was to be employed.^ So in Judaea we find a 
copper coinage only from the time of the taking of Jerusa- 
lem by Pompey, excepting in the time of the two revolts, 
when the Jews again struck silver coins for a short time. 
All the copper coins struck by Herod L had Greek in- 
scriptions only, and no Hebrew. Their types, for the 
most part, present symbols connected with the service of 
God, or are borrowed from some of the Asmonaean 
coins, for all images of living creatures were forbidden 
by the Jews.' There are no coins with the title Great 

8 Joseph. Antiq. xvii. 8, 1. According to Zonaras (Annal. L. V, c. 
16) Herod coined gold and silver money from the silver and gold he 
cut off the rich furniture, and from the vessels, which he took to assist 
the people suffering by famine in Judaea and Syria. Josephus {Antiq. 
XV. 9, 2) relates about his cutting the gold and silver off, but leaves 
out the words th v^J/iicr^a, which are inserted by Zonaras. The silver 
money left by Herod must have been in denarii^ and probably there is 
much exaggeration in the account of Josephus. 

• Eckhel, Doct, Num, Vet vol. i. p. Ixxi. 

^ Mommsen, Oesehichte des B&misehen Munzwesena, pp. 36 and 717. 

> For this reason Cavedoni {BxhL Num, vol. ii. p. 30 aeq,) and Levy 
{Jad. MUnzen, p. 82), contrary to the opinion of De Saulcy {Num, Jud. 



HEBOD I. 8UBNAUED THE GREAT. 83 

belon^g to Herod I., though Ewald has supposed that 
the origin of this surname may have been derived irom 
the coins, and is only intended to mean elder^ to distin- 
guish him from the younger Herod (Antipas).' 



1. Obv. A vessel with a bell-shaped cover and stand j 
in Jield to left a palm?-branch. 

Sev. BA2IAEQ2 HPQAOY, a tripod, in the Jield 
to left L. r (year 3.) and m field to right the monogram 
^(De Saulcy, pi, VI. no 1.) M. 6. 



2. Obv. The same vessel : above, a star : on either side 
a palm?-brancli. 

Bev. Thesameaano. l.(DeSaulcy, pl.VI.no.2.) ^.6. 

The object represented on the obverse of these coins 
has been generally considered to be a helmet with cheek- 
pieces,* but Levy* follows the opinion of Cavedoni,' who 

p. 131 ; pL YI. noB. 10, 11, 12),tiuiik that the coins witb tiie repreeen- 
tation of an eagle, belong ratber to Herod of Cbalds, tbon to Herod 
the Great. (See later. Sect. F.) 

* Ewald, OntchiehU, vi. p. 473 ; Kitto's Sibl. Oye. 8rd ed. article 
Herodian Hunily. 

* Akerman, JTutn. lU. <^ JTetc Uttamenl, p. 3 ; Ifvm. Ckron. toI. 
Tiii. p. 135 ; De Saulcy, Num. Jud. p. 127. 

* Jvd. Mumen, p. 70, and note. * Sihl. Ifum. toL ii. p. 27. 
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though previously inclined to regard the object as a 
galea crtstata^ says now that the upper part of the object 
is severed from the loioer^ and the cheeks are not in the 
right place, and that, therefore, a vessel with a bell-shaped 
cover seems a better description. They are, however, 
unable to determine what vessel is intended. On the 
reverse is a tripod, on which Levy^ sees a vase, whilst 
Akerman* describes it as an altar, with a flame coming 
out of it. The occurrence of a tripod on the coins of 
Herod illustrates his paganising spirit, as he probably 
adopted it from the coins of the Seleucidee, where there 
no doubt is a connection of the tripod with the worship 
of Apollo.* Cavedoni* thinks that the object on the 
reverse is the censer,* which the Priest carried once a year 
on the solemn day of atonement into the Holy of Holies, 
especially as Herod, with the help of the Eomans, 
conquered Jerusalem on the very day of atonement, and 
the star on the top of the obverse (no. 2) may also refer to 
this successftil event. The two palm?-branches on each 
side of the star allude probably to Herod's victory, or, as 
Cavedoni supposes, to the " two olive trees" of the prophet 
Zechariah's vision.* 

The year three has been referred by Eckhel* to the year 
of Eome 718 (b.c. 36), counting from the time that Herod 
established himself in power by the taking of Jerusalem, 
and by De Saulcy* to b.c. 37, but it seems more probable 
that the years on his coins count from the time when he 
received the title of ^ King of Judaea' from the Bomans in 

7 Jud, Munzen, p. 70. 

® Num. Ill, of New Testament, p. 3 ; -Z\ra»i. Chron. vol. viii. p. 135. 

* Eev. C. H. Babington, Num, Chron, N. S. vol. ii. p. 66. 
^ Bibl Num, vol. il p. 27. 

' Uvpeioy, Thuribulum, Levit. xvi. 12. 

* Zech. iv. 2, 3, 12. * Doct. Num. Vet. vol. Hi. p. 486. 

* Num. Jud. p. 128. 
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714 (b.c. 40), and in this case his third year -would be 716 
(b.c. 38). CaTedoni' says that the monogram -p is tiie 
crtix ansataj employed not only on 
Egyptian but also on Assyrian monu- 
ments, as the sign of life, and in sup- 
port of his suggestion quotes the ^ 
opinion of M. Raoul-Eochette.^ De 
Saulcy,* however, is strongly opposed 
to this explanation, and prefers seeing 
only a monogram composed of T and 2bH, oraignof life. 
P, suggesting that it may be a mark of value and a 
contraction for TPwty or rather TPtxaAxoi'. 



3. Oh). BASIAeQS'" HPQAOY. A hebnet with cheek 
pieces. Tn field to the left L. V (year 3 = B.C. 38 ?) ; in 
field to right the monogram ^. 

Eev. The Macedonian shield. (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; 
cf. De Saulcy, pi. VI. no. 3.) M. 4. 

This coin, and the following one (no. 4), according to 

• Bill, Num. voL i. p. 50 ; vol. ii. p. 27. 

' From Wilkinaon'B Pc^ular account of the Ancient Egyptian!, toI. L 
p. 277. Sir Q-. ■Wilkinson (/. c.) sajB, " The origin of the tau I cannot 
preciaeljT determine, but thia curiouB fact w connected witb it in later 
timee— that the early Chrietiane of Egypt adopted it in lieu of the 
croH, which wae afterwards substituted for it, prefixing it to inscriptions 
in the same manner as the cross in later times ; and numerous in- 
scriptions headed by the iaa are preserved to the present day in early 
Christian sepulchres at the GJreat Oasis." 

a Eercvle Ai»j/r. 885. 

• Num. Jud. p. 128 ; Bcv. Num. 1857, p. 291 j Bull Jreh. de 
FAthen. Franc. 1856, p. 74. 

■0 The specimen of this coin in the collection of the BeT. Churchill 
Babington has BAClAEOr {Ntm. Chron. N. 9. vol ii. p. 65). 
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Cavedoni,^ give Herod L a claim to descent from the 
Macedonian kings, as the emblems of the helmet and 
Macedonian shield are foimd on the small bronze coins of 
Antigomis Gonatas, and of his son Demetrius IL, Philip 
v., and other Macedonian kings, but not on those of 
Pyrrhus, although he twice possessed this kingdom. The 
great crest which ornaments the Macedonian helmet on 
the coins of Herod L, and especially on those of Arche- 
laus, is seen on the head of Philip V., king of Macedon, 
on a denarius of Quintus Marcius Philippus,* probably 
with reference to the helmet of Alexander the Great, 
which was always distinguished by a tail and two very 
large white feathers, wliich fell sideways.' It is right 
to add that De Saulcy thinks Cavedoni's conjecture about 
Herod's Macedonian descent a little too hazardous, and 
asks, "n'est ce pas user trop largement du droit d'inter- 
preter les types des monnaies antiques ?"* It may be added 
that the name of Antigonus, the Asmonaean, shows Mace- 
donizing tendencies. 

4. Oh). The Macedonian shield. 

Rev. A helmet with cheek pieces ; in field to right and 
left of helmet, € I (year 15). M. 5. 

This piece is given by Akerman* from Mionnet* or 
Eckhel.^ Cavedoni* also mentions it, and says that the 
date is that when Herod began to build the Temple. 
This accords with one passage in Josephus,® but in 
another passage Josephus*^ says the Temple was com- 
menced in the eighteenth year, which corresponds to 

^ Bibh Num, voL ii. p. 28. 

' Cohen, MidailUa OoruulaireSy pi. zxyi. 4, 5. 

* Kal rov Kpavovt Ty X^^H? ^^^^^p^^^C 4c iKaripwBiv titrriiKti wripov 
XevKOTJiri ical fiiyiBti Bav^anrov. Flutarcli. in Alex, 16. 

* Bev, Num. 1857, p. 291. 

^ Num. Ill, of New Testamenty p. 3 ; Num. Chron. toI. viii. p. 135. 
« Vol. V. p. 666. 7 Doot. Num. Vet. vol. iii. p. 486. 

* Bibl. Num. vol. i. p. 66. » Bell Jud, i. 21, 1. 
>• Anti([ IV. 11, 1. 
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B.C. 20, and appears to be the correct date. Cavedoni * 
in his second volume writes, " it is doubtful whether the 
two letters 6 1, which are divided by the helmet, do not 
rather mean amvo X, instead of anrvo XV, if the inter- 
pretation € Tov^ I be accepted, especially as in the coins 
of Herod the small number usually follows the larger. 
The tenth year of Herod would correspond to b.c. 31, 
the year in which the battle of Actium was fought and 
probably while Herod sided with Mark Antony.' " 

It is, however, &r more probable that the coin has been 
misread, and that the letters EI should be read TP (rp/x^' 
Kov). Indeed, De Saulcy says that he possesses one of 
these coins on which is the monogram TP.* I have 
examined the coin in the collection of Mr. Wigan, and 
through the kindness of the Rev. Churchill Babington, I 
have seen an impression of a specimen in his collection, 
and on both of these there is certainly %.{'= TP). This 
being the case, a specimen with AI (d/x^Aicoi/) remains still 
to be found. I cannot doubt but that there is evidently 
some connection between the larger coins and the smaller 
ones ; but the copper series rarely offers any certainty 
when a system of weights is applied to it* In any case 
I am inclined to think that the suggestion of De Saulcy is 
preferable to that of Cavedoni.* 




5. OJi;. BA2IAEQ2 HPQAOY written round a winged 

* BM. Num. vol. ii. p. 29. 

* Considering that on Mr. Wigan'e coin may be seen the date L.r. 
(see p. 85), this suggestion of Cavedoni's is not of much value. The 
coin has never been before published with this date. 

» Ber>. Num. 1857, p. 291. 

* See chapter on " Weights." » See p. 85. 

H 2 
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caduceus. In/e/rf to left L-F. (year 3 = B.c 38?) Infsld 
to right the monogram £. 
Eev. A pomegranate with leaves? (British MuBeum).^. 4. 



6. 'Obo. A rude tripod : on each side a pabn-hranch. 
J?ev. HPUA.Y BA[Cr|AEQC (the last four letters 
indistinct.) A rude helmet ? (Front view.) ^. 4. 



7. Obv. Rude tripod. 

Hev. HPOA[OY BACIAEQC] A rude hehnet ^.4. 

The ohject on the reverse of nos. 6 and 7, we rather take 
to he a wreath, formed very lite an H, in the middle of 
which is the letter X, the initial letter of XoAxouy, as has 
already been suggested by De Saulcy.^ 




8. Obv. BACI HPUtA, written round an anchor. 
J}ev. Two comna-copia; tied together at the ends, and the 

* Xoe. 6 and 7 are in the collection of tbe Bev. C. Babington, and are 
publiehed by him in the Num. Chron. N. S. vol. ii. p. 66. Examples are 
a)BD in the collection of E. Wigan, Esq., and were puhliBhed as long ago 
as 1855 by M. De Saulcy in the SuU. Arch, de I'Athen. Franc, p. 74. 

T Bull. Arch, de VAthen. Franc. I. c. Cavedoni is not at all contented 
with the opinion given of X and f , and in his last remarks on Jewish 
coina says that the former sign is the mystical Hebrew Tau, and 
adheres to hia former opinion, that tbe latter ia the crux atttata. (iVtwm 
gtiuii Kipra le Mon. Ant. Oiud. p. 19. Cf. Sev. Mm. 1862, p. 304.) 
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poppy-head (De Saulcy, Levy), or two comua-copifle, and a 
caduceus crossed saltier-Yn^e. (Cavedoni, Akerman.)® ^.3. 

The type of the anchor occurs on the coins of Alex- 
ander Jannaeus,* Alexandra, and Alexander IL and may 
probably refer in this case to the maritime city of Cajsarea, 
built by Herod L at the place formerly called Strato's 
Tower. It may also symbolize generally his extensive 
improvements to several maritime cities.^ The type of the 
double comu-copise occurs upon coins of John Hyrcanus,* 
Judas Aristobulus, Alexander Jannseus and Antigonus. 

The following coins (9 — 14) are rather smaller : — 




9. Obv. HPUA QC (HPWAOY BACIAEQC), 

written round an anchor. 

Bev. The same as no. 8. (De Saulcy, pi. VI. no. 7.) M. 3. 




10. Obv. HPU [BA]EI, round an anchor. 

Bev. The same as no. 6, (De Saulcy, pi. VI. no. 6.) M. 3. 




11. Obv. HP (HPWAOY), injleld to right of anchor. 
Bev. The same as no. 8. (De Saulcy, pi. VI. no. 8.) JE. 3. 




12. Obv. HP BACI (retrograde), roimd an anchor. 
Bev. Same as no. 8. (De Saulcy, pi. XX. no. 9.) M. 3. 

« De Satilcy, pL VI. 6, 6 ; XX. 6, 7, 10. • See p. 66 seq. 

* Joseph, Antiq. xt. 9, 6. * See p. 54 aeq. 
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13. Ohv. HPU). BA (HPWAOY BACIAEQC), round 
an anchor. 

Rev. The same as no. 8. (De Saulcy, pi. VI. no. 9.) 

.£. 3. 




14. Ohv. HPWA written round an anchor. 
Rev. The same as no. 8. Above the comua-copiae the 
letter N- (De Saulcy, pi. XX. no. 8.) M. 3. 




15.» Ohv. BA2IAEQ2 HPQAOY. A caduceus. 
Rev. A pitcher and palm-branch ? * JE. 4. 

16. Ohv Q2 . HPQAOY. An acrostolium. 

Rev. Type not quite clear. ^. 3. 

17. Ohv. BASIAEQS HPQAOY, written round a 
garland ; within the garland the monogram P^ 

Rev. A helmet : on each side a palm-branch. JE. 4. 

18. Ohv. H^UJ (sic) . . written in ^ejield. 

Rev. A helmet. M. 3^. 

^ This and the three following coins are published by the Bey. H. C. 
Beichardt mthe 2jeit8ehrift der Deutsche Morg, OeseUchqft, 1857, pp.l65» 
166, and in the mm. Chron. N. S. toI. ii. p. 271 ; pi. VI. 4. Of the 
last three I cannot give the engrayings, as I have never seen them, and 
they are only described. 

^ This coin may be the same as the one described above and engraved 
(no. 5), though a bad specimen of it. 
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19. Ohv. No legend. Helmet to the right. 

Rev. No legend. Two comua-copiae. (Cab. of E. 
Wigan, Esq. ; cf. De Saulcy, pi. VI. no. 4.) ^. 4. 

De Saulcy* is rather doubtftd if this coin is really 
Jewish or not, but the types of the helmet and two 
comua-copiae make it more than probable that it belongs 
to Herod I. 



B. Herod Archelaus. 

B.C. 4. — JLD. 6. 

Herod Archelaus, the son of Herod I. and Malthace, 
had, by a first will, been disinherited ; but in the final 
arran£cement he was left the 'kingdom' which had 
^^Xy W aligned .0 HU ddfr broker Antipa. 
Archelaus would not accept the title of ' king,' though 
saluted as such by the army, until that title should be 
confirmed by Augustus. He therefore set out for Rome, 
and was appointed by Augustus Ethnarch^ (or Ruler of 
the nation), and Judaea, Samaria, Idumaea, and several 
cities were apportioned to him, with a promise that, if he 
reigned virtuously, the title of King might be conferred 
upon him.^ He, however, following in the steps of his 
father, committing many cruel deeds, and violating the 

» Nwm, Jud, p. 129. « See p. 88, note. 

"' The verb /3a<riXev£i is used in St. Matthew (ii. 22). Antipas, who 
was only teirarch, is called h fiaaikevQ (Matt. xiv. 9 ; Mark vi. 14) ; and 
the tetrarchy of Ljsanias is called bj Josephus fiaatXtlar h^k Avaaviov. 
(Bell. Jud. ii. 11, 5.) [See note on p. 97.] 
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Jewish laws, caused the Jews to complain loudly of his 
tyranny. Augustus at last paid attention to their frequent 
murmurs, and Archelaus was summoned to Rome, and 
(a.d. 6) banished to Vienna, in Gaul, where he died. His 
dominions were confiscated, and attached to the Eoman 
Empire, to be administered by Procurators.* 

Archelaus is called by Dion Cassius^ 'HpcoSrj^ IlaXai- 
arrjvo^i a proof that he also bore the name of ' Herod ' in 
common with other members of the Herodian family, 
and as he is the only prince of Judaea who bore the title 
of Ethnarch^ coins can be attributed to him with cer- 
tainty.* He also styles himself only ' Herod ' on the 
coins. The types are somewhat similar to those of his 
father, and of some of the Asmonaean princes. 




1. Ohv. HPU to the left of an anchor. 

Reo. ^^ (GGNAFXOY) in an oak wreath, adorned 
with a gem. (De Saulcy, pi. VH. no. 1.) M. 3. 




2. Ohv. HP written round the prow of a ship ; above, 
a trident. 

8 Gf. Joseph. Antiq. xvii. ch. 8, 9, 11, 13 ; Bell. Jud. i. ch. 1 ; iL ch. 
2, 6, 7. 1 Lib. Iv. 57. 

^ Mr. Akerman waa the first numiBinatist who restored the coins with 
the legend HPcdAOY EGNAPXOY to Herod Archelaus {Num. Ill of New 
Test. p. 4), though Dr. Kitto had already suggested, in 1841, the pro- 
bability of coins with the title ethnarch belonging to Archelaus. {HUt. 
ofFalestme, p. 716.) 
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Rev. 60N within an olive wreath. (De Saulcy, pi. 

vn. 2.) M. 3. 

3.' Ohv. HP, a double comu-copiee. 

Rev. GGN, a galley. M. 4. 

4. Ohv. HPW» a double comu-copiae. 

GGN 

Bev. PA written above a galley, all within a garland. 




5.* Ohv. HPW, a double comu-copiae. 

Rev. e GNA. Galley of five oars, without mast, having 
on deck a tower (?) near the poop; mfield^ crescent (?), and 
two letters above (NX ?). -^. 4^. 




6. Ohv. Legend illegible. A double comu-copiae. 

Rev. Legend illegible. Galley of five oars, with mast 
and sail : near the poop in field^ crescent and two letters 
above (NX?). -^.4^. 



' No8. 3 and 4 are in the collection of the Bey. H. 0. Beichardt, and 
publislied by him in the Numumatic Chronicle, N. S. vol. ii. p. 271. 
He does not give any engravings of them. 

^ Nos. 5 and 6 are in the collection of the Sev. Churchill Babington, 
and published by him in the Numiimatie Chronicle, N. 8. vol. ii. p. 66. 
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7. Ohv. HP- Type unintelligible. 
Beo. A galley and the letters PCNX in two lines. 
(Britisli Museum.) M. 2\. 

The letters on these last three coins are quite unintelli- 
gible, and possibly not Greek at all. Cavedoni* suggests N 
with an ALeph on no. 5, and N and Bosh or Tau and X 
on no. 6. but gives no further explanation. The types of 
the reverses of these coins, as has already been noticed as 
regards the anchor,* bear reference to the sovereignty 
that Archelaus had over the seaport cities of Cassarea, 
Sebaste, and Joppe, which were conferred upon him by 
Augustus, when the latter ratified the main points of 
Herod's will.^ 





8. Ohv. HPWAOY. A bunch of grapes from which 
hangs a grape and leaf. 

Beo. eGNAPXOY. A helmet with tuft of feathers 
and cheek-pieces : in jkld to left a small caduceics. (De 
Saulcy, pi. VII. no. 7.) M. 3f 




9. Obv. The same as no. 8. 

^ I^uovi studi 8Cpra le antiche Monete Oiudaiche, p. 20. 
® Alexander Jannseus, p. 67 ; Herod I. p. 89. 
7 Joseph. Antiq. xvii. 11, 4 ; Bell Jud. ii. 6, 3. 
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Reo. G0NPXOY (sib). The same type. (De Saulcy, 
pi. VIL no. 8.) ^. 3i. 




10. Oho. [HPJUAOY. Bunch of grapes with part 
of the tendrils. 

Rev. [60NAPXOY]. Unomamented cac?z^cez^5. {Of. 
De Saulcy, pi. VIL no. 5.)' M. 3. 

The helmet^ and caduceus seem to bear allusion to his 
Macedonian descent, which has also been remarked on 
some of the coins of Herod I.^ Cavedoni^ considers the 
caduceus to be a sign of Peace and Felicity. 



C. Herod Antipas. 

B.C. 4. — A.D. 89. 

Herod Antipas was son of Herod the Great by Malthace, 
a Samaritan. Though ^ the kingdom ' had been originally 

^ This piece is given bj Mionnet (vol. y. p. 564) from the Collection 
Chamillard. De Saulcj does not know what has become of it, and 
only gives an imperfect representation from a similar example in the 
collection of M. Ed. Delessert. 

^ Cavedoni {Bibl, Num. vol. ii. p. 32, nofe 19) says that De Saulcy 
and others have represented the helmet right side up, and that in that 
case the inscription is upside down and on the top of the head. Perhaps 
the hehnet is reversed to refer to the peaceful reign of Archelaus. 
But admitting this to be the case, " comment admettrait-on que les 
g^niasteres pussent se soutenir verticalement et comment le lophot (on 
crini^re) ne retomberait-il pas dans I'autre sens P" {Bev. Num. 1857, 
p. 292.) Cavedoni's reply, that the cheek-pieces might be immoveable, 
and the lapho8 composed of some metal or material, does not seem 
to be an argument of much worth. {Nuovi studi sapra le Mon* Oiud. 
p. 21.) 

> See p. 86. ^ BibL Num. vol. i. p. 58. 
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left to him, yet in the final arrangement of Herod's will, 
he was named ' Tetrarch of Galilee and Persea.' ' He was 
first married to the daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia 
Petrsea, but while on a visit to his half-brother Philip I. 
he persuaded his wife Herodias to marry him, thus 
violating the Jewish law. Upon this Aretas invaded the 
dominions of Antipas and defeated him with great loss. 
His government appears to have been milder than that 
of his brother Archelaus, of whom Joseph was afi^id, and 
* turned aside into Galilee,' * though the Evangelists desig- 
nate him as cruel, tyrannical, and imscrupulous.* He 
enlarged and adorned several places in his dominions, 
restoring Sepphoris and Betharamptha, and foimded a 
city on the Lake of G^nnesareth, which he called Tiberias^ 
in honour of the Emperor Tiberius, with whom he was in 
great favour.* After the death of Tiberius in a.d. 38, and 
the accession of Caius, he was persuaded by Herodias to 
go to Eome to obtain the title of King.^ His nephew, 
Agrippa L, who was much esteemed by Caius, opposed 
this request, and accused him of treacherous correspon- 
dence with the Parthians. He was consequently exiled 
to Lugdunimi in Gaul (a.d. 39), and eventually died in 
Spain.* His wife Herodias voluntarily shared his exile, 
and his dominions were given to Agrippa L 

' Joseph. Antiq, xvii. 8, 1 ; 'Hpoi^i^c 6 rerpcif>xi7C» Matt. ziv. 1 ; Lake 
ilL 19 ; ix. 7 ; Acts xiii. 1 : rcrpopx^^vroc r^c FoXiXa/ac 'Hpatlov, Luke 
iii. 1. * Matt. li. 22. 

^.Matt. ziv. 9; Luke iii. 19; xiii. 31. Antipas put to death John 
the Baptist. 

* Joseph. AnHq, zviiL 2, 3. 

7 'O /3airiXevc» Matt. xiv. 9 ; 6 fiaaiXivQ 'Hpiuaiyc, Mark vi. 14. 

® •* This town is probably Lugdunum Convenanun, a town of Gaul, 
situated on the right bank of the Garonne, at the foot of the Pyrenees, 
now St. Bertrand de Comminges ; a town on the frontier like the abore 
would satisfy both passages." E. S. Ffoulkes, art. Herodias^ Smith's 
Diet of the Bible, vol. i. p. 796, note. 
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Coins of Herod Antipas bear the tide Tetrarch* 



1. O&w. HP.TeTPA. (HPWAOY T€TPAPXOY.) 

Palm-branch. 

Bev. TIBePIAC, witliin a wreath. (Bibliothique, 
Paris.) JE. 3. 



2. Obv. HPWAOY xeTPAPXOY. Pahn-branch. In 
field L. AP (year 33). 

£&}. TIB6PIAC in two lines within a wreath. (C^b. 
of E. Wigan, Esq. ; TrSsor,' pi. LIX. no. 16.) ^. 6. 

• The title Tetrarch properly meane the prince of a fourth part of a 
province. Thesealy was divided into four tetrarehiei, each ruled by a 
tetrarch. (Strabo, is. p. 430.) The title waB conferred upon Antipae and 
Philip II. by Augustus, when confirming the will of Herod I. Archelaua 
had Ai^/* {two fourthe) of the kingdom, with the title Utinareh (aee note, 
p. 36), and Antipas and FhUip the remaining ialf, divided into two 
ieirarehiea. (Joseph. Jntiq. xvii. 11, 4; Bell. Jud. ii. 6, 3.) Both 
Antipaa and Philip are called Teirareha in the New Testament (see Table 
at commencement of this chapter, p. 80). Ljsaniaa (Luheiii. 1) was also 
a tetrarch, notwithstanding that JosephuB in one passage calls his terri- 
tory a kingdom (fiatriXciay njf Avaaviov, Sell. Jud. ii. 11, S ^ but see 
Jntiq. xviii. 6, 10 ; xx. 7, 1 ; xiz. 5. 1.) Herod I. was made tetrarch of 
Judffia, together with his brother Fhasael by Antony. (Joseph. Antiq. 
ziv. 13, 1 , Bell. Jud. i. 12, 6.) 

' Beferences to the Tritor are to the Tritor de Numitmatique et de 
Olyptique. Numitmatique de$Soi* Qreei. — Paris, 1849. 
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3. Obv. HPWA[OY TeTJPAPXOY. Palm-branch. 
tnjield L. AA (year 34). 

Bev. Same as no 2. {Tr^sor, pi. LIX. 17.) M. 4. 

4. Whv. HPUJAOY TeTPAPXOY. Palm-branch. In 
Jkld L. AZ (year 37). 

Sev. TIBePIAE, in two lines within a wreath of bay. 



M.2. 



5. Ohv. HPWAOY. A palm-branch. 

T 
J}ev. p within a laurel wreath. 

These coins are struck at the city of TYbenas, which, as 
aboTe stated, had been buUt by Antipas in honour of the 
Eoman Emperor Tiberius. The plant on the obverse is 
supposed to be the canna communis, and to bear reference 
to the adjacent Lake of Genneaareth, or sea of Tiberias.' 
The years 33, 34 and 37 of his reign correspond to a.d. 29, 
A.D. 30, and a.d. 33. On number 5 the title Tetrarch is 
omitted, and instead of TIB€PIAC in foil, the name is 
abbreviated, and the initial Tand final C are the only two 
letters given. This coin is in the cabinet of the Rev. H. 
C. Eeichardt, and was obtained at the vUlage of Siloam, 
near Jerusalem.* 

' This coin ie published by the late Col. Leake in bis Numumaliea 
Sellenica. Kwg» and DymuU,^. 40. 

* Cavedoni, SHI. Awn. vol. ii. p. 34. 

* Num. Ckron. N.S. toI. ii. p. 272. 
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6. Oh). HPQAHC {sic) TeTPAPXHC {sic). Palm- 
branch. In jkld L . MP (year 43). 

Bev. FAIQ KAICAPI . rePMAN[(«9)] in four lines 
witliin wreath. {Trhar^ pi. LIX. no. 19.) M. 5. 




7. Ohv TETPAPX. Palm-branch. In field 

L. MF (year 43). 

Beo. FAIQ KAlCAP[(]rEPMANIKQ in four lines 
within wreath. {Trisor^ pi. LIX. no. 20.) M. 4. 

Eckhel' has entered into a long discussion concerning 
the date MF on these coins, and has given another from 
Vaillant with L. MA (year 44). It seems to us very 
clear that the dates on these coins designate the years of 
the reign of Herod Antipas. It is now clearly established 
that the death of Herod I. took place early in the year 
A.U.C. 750 (b.c. 4), in which year Antipas became the 
tetrarch of Galilee. The year 43 would thus correspond 
to the year a.d. 39, when he was banished by Caius to 
Lugdunum. The coin from Vaillant must therefore be 
&lse or misread.' 

* Boef. Num. Vet. vol. iii. p. 480 leq. ■ See Table L 
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D. Herod Philip IL 

B.C. 4. — ilJ). 34. 

Philip IL was the son of Herod I. and Cleopatra 

(^lepoa-oXufUTi?)^ and received as his share of the king- 
dom the tetrarchies of Auranitis, Batanea, and Trachonitis, 
with certain parts about Jamnia. He is only mentioned 
once in the New Testament/ and must not be con- 
founded with Herod Philip L* the son of Herod I. and a 
second Mariamne, the daughter of Simon the High-Priest. 
He was married to Salome, the daughter of Herod 
Philip I. and Herodias.* He bmlt the city of Caesarea 
PaneL, more commonly known as C^sarea PhiKppi,' and 
bestowed the name of Julias upon the town of Bethsaida 
in Lower Gaulonitis.* He here built a fine monument, 
in which his remains were deposited after his death. He 
enjoyed a reign of 37 years (b.c. 4 — a.d. 34), and showed 
himself to be a person of moderation and quietness in the 
conduct of his life and government, always living in the 
countiy, and ruling with equity and mildness.^ As he 
left no children, Tiberius transferred his principality to 
the Eoman province of Syria. 

7 OiXimrov nrpttpx'^^^^^i Luke iii. 1. 

^ Matt. xvi. 3 ; Mark vi. 17 ; Luke iii. 19. Mr. Akerman in his 
Numiimatic Illustrations of the New Testament^ p. 18, has wrongly 
attributed coins to this Philip. No coins exist of Herod FhiUp I. It 
must be remembered that he was omitted in the will of Herod, in con- 
sequence of the discovery that his mother was conscious of the plots of 
Antipater. 

^ The editors of the Trisar Numismatique et Olyptique ha,Ye also con- 
founded the two Philips, by saying that this one was married to Hero- 
dias, who passed from her imcle Philip to her uncle Herod Antipas. 

* Matt. xvi. 13 ; Mark viii. 27. 

* This Bethsaida is mentioned in Luke ix. 10, and Mark viii. 22, and 
must not be confounded with Bethsaida of Galilee. CJf. Smith's Dtc^ 
of the Bible, and Edtto's Biblical Cychpadia, s. v. Bethsaida. 
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1. Ohv. [KAI2AP02 2EBA2T0Y]. Head of Tibe- 
rius to right, laureated ; above it a 4> in countermark. 

Rev. *IAin[nOY] TETPAXO[Y] {sic). Tetrastyle 
temple ; between the columns L . I© (year 19 = a.d. 15). 
{Trkar, pi. LX no. 1.) M. 4, 



2. Obv. KAI2APO[2 2]EBA2TOY. Head of Tibe- 
rius to right, laureated. 

Bev. $IA[innOY] [TE]TPAPXOY. Tetraatyle 
temple; between the columns L. AF (year 33^a.d. 29). 
{Trisor^ pi. LX. no. 2.) M. 4. 

Mionnet* gives coins with similar types and the dates 
L. IS (year 16) L. KS (year 26) and L. KO (year 29). 
Eckhel* ^ves similar coins with the date L. KS. Though 
I have not seen coins with these dates, there is no reason 
why they should not have been struck. 

The head upon the obverse of these coins has hitherto 
always been described as that of Augustus, in which 
case the coin with the date L. 10 (year 19), would 
have been struck one year after bis death. Remfffks, too, 
have been made upon the strangeness of die absence of the 
formula of consecration, especially on the part of a prince 

• Vol. T. p. 567 i noa. 78, 79. * I>oet. Num. Vet. vol iii. p. 490. 
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who professed the Jewish religion. It is true that did 
the coin given by Mionnet with date L. IS exist, that 
one would have the head of Augustus, but we can see no 
reason for supposing that those that we at present possess 
represent any other head than that of Tiberius. Fortu- 
nately a specimen has lately been found on which the 
name TIBEPIOC is given in full, and which will for the 
fiitiu'c set at rest all doubts on this subject. 



3. Obv. TIBEPIOE EEBALTOE KAIEAP. Head 
of Tiberius, to right, bare ; before it a branch (of laurel ?). 

Bev. *IAinnOY TET. . . Tetrastyle temple: be- 
tween the columns L . AZ (year 37 = a.d. 33), (Gib. 
of E. Wigan, Esq.) M. 4. 

The effigy of the Eoman emperor on these coins was a 
grave infringement of the Mosaic Law. But it has been 
suggested' that this infraction took place at some distance 
from the centre of religion, in a town inhabited for the 
most part by Greeks, and besides a son of Herod is not 
likely to have scrupled to break the national Law in order 
to flatter the masters of the world. 

The temple on the reverse of these coins is doubtless 
the one that his father Herod I. had built near the place 
called Panium, and dedicated to Ctesar.' 

■ Trhor de Ifiun. et de Qlyptiqtu. Let BoU Orecs, p. 126. 
• Joseiih. Antiq. zv. 10, 3 ; JBell. Jud. i. 21, 3. 
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E. Herod Agrippa I. 

A.D. 37 — A.D. 44. 

Agrippa L was the son of Aristobulus and Berenice, 
and grandson of Herod the Great. He passed his early 
life in pleasure and debauchery, as companion of Drusus, 
the son of Tiberius, and the fixture Emperor Claudius. 
His extravagance soon caused him great embarrass- 
ment, and through his sister Herodias, the second wife 
of Herod Antipas, he obtained the appointment of 
governor of the city of Tiberias. He soon quarrelled 
with Antipas, and after many adventures arrived at 
Eome, where he was favourably received by the Emperor 
Tiberius. He there formed a close intimacy with 
Caius (Caligula). One day whUst riding with Caius, 
he expressed a wish that the latter might soon suc- 
ceed to the throne. This was reported to Tiberius, 
who threw him into prison, where he remained till the 
death of the Emperor, a.d. 37. Caius on his accession 
iromediately released him, and gave him the tetrarchy 
of Philip, which had since a.d. 34 belonged to Eome. 
Whilst Agrippa was on his way to take possession of his 
new kingdom, Antipas hastened to Eome to ask for himself 
likewise the title of ' King.' This however was prevented 
by Agrippa, and Antipas, instead of gaining the royal 
title, was sent into exile at Lyons, and his principality of 
Galilee and Persea was given to Agrippa. After the death 
of Caius, Claudius continued to Agrippa the same marks of 
favour, and enlarged his dominions still fiirther by giving 
him Judaea and Samaria, and also the tetrarchy of 
Lysanias II. His possessions were now as large as those 
of his grandfather, Herod I. 

Agrippa I. was universally popular with the Jews, for 
he loved to live at Jerusalem, and was a strict observer 
of the laws of his country, which accounts for his perse- 

I 2 
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cution of the Christians. He also conferred benefits on 
several cities by enlarging them, and building amphi- 
theatres, and instituting games. During one of these at 
Ceesarea Palestinae, he was suddenly seized with violent 
internal pains, for not rebuking the people who had 
saluted him as a God, and he died five days after, a.d. 
44. Agrippa I. is called ' Herod the King,' in the Acts.^ 
There is only one type of the coins of Agrippa I. that 
may be considered purely Jewish, though there are seve- 
ral bearing profane types. De Saulcy was the first to 
restore this coin to Agrippa L It is found very fi-equently 
at Jerusalem, and was from that circumstance most pro- 
bably struck there. 




1. Ohv. BACIAEWC AFPinA,' written round an 
umbrella, surrounded with fringes. 

Rev. Three ears of com springing from one stalk : in 
the field to right and left L . S (year 6). (De Saulcy, pi. 
IX. no. 8.) M. 4. 

Eckhel* gives the following dates as occurring upon 
similar coins L . 6 (5), L . Z (7), L . (9). De Saulcy, 
quoting from Eckhel, does not believe in the existence of 
a coin of the year 8 {read 9), and Eckhel and Cavedoni** 
assert that if a coin of the year 9 does exist, it cannot 
belong to Agrippa I. but to Agrippa II., as the former only 
reigned seven years. Levy,* though acknowledging that 
other year-numerals than the year 6 have been found, and 

7 Ch.xii. 

® I have never seen this word spelt AFPinilA on these coins^ as 
given bj Cavedoni {Bibl. Nvm, vol. ii. p. 35). 
• Doct, Nvm, Vet, vol. iii. p. 493. 
^0 Num, Bibl. vol. ii. p. 37. ^ Jud. Miknxen, p. 81, note. 
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that these coins by necessity must be ascribed to the son of 
Agrippa, sees no reason to give up also to the yoimger 
Agrippa the coins with the year 6, merely because the elder 
does not on these coins call himself ^ The Great King/ His 
desire for popularity would prevent him from placing suet 
a title on those coins struck in Jerusalem. It occurs 
however on other coins, of which we shall speak pre- 
sently. It is worthy of remark that neither at Copen- 
hagen, nor at Vienna, nor at Berlin, is there a piece of 
Agrippa with a higher numeral than 6,^ nor I may add 
either at the British Museum, or in the collection of Mr. 
Wigan. Here the matter would have rested, had not the 
following coin been recently published by the Eev. H. C. 
Eeichardt, as forming part of his collection.' 

2. Oh). ArPin . . . Type obliterated. 

Meo. Three ears of com. In the field to right and left 
L.H(year8). ^.4. 

He also states that he has coins with the dates pub- 
lished by Eckhel, 5, 7, and 9. We think he has proved 
that these coins belong to Agrippa L, and take the fol- 
lowing remarks from his paper. " Eckhel and Cavedoni 
assert that if a coin of the year 9 does exist, it cannot 
belong to Agrippa L, inasmuch as the former only reigned 
seven years. Now these eminent men have forgotten that 
we have coins of the second year of Roman princes who 
only reigned a few months; nor is it likely that they 
were aware that the Jewish kings counted their reign of 
one day of the year for a whole year, commencing that 
year on the 1st of Nisan (Gemar. Bab. Tract, ' Rosh ha- 
shana,' fol. 26). So, if one king ascended the throne 
the day before the 1st of Nisan, that one day would have 
been said to be the first year of that king's reign, and on 
the following day, the 1st of Nisan, it would have been 

' Tud. MUnzen, I e, ; Cavedoni, Bibl. Num. vol. ii. p. 36, note. 
» Num. Chran. N. S. toL ii. p. 272, 
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said he entered upon hia second year. Agrippa, there- 
fore, though only reigning for the space of seven yeara, 
might put the ninth year on his coins, as may be seen 
rom the following table : — 
Agrippa made King by Caligula, 

CO. A D. TEAR 

790 before the 1st Nisan 37 counting this as his Ist 
„ from the 1st Nisan 

791 

792 

793 

794 

795 

796 

797 
when Agrippa died, in his fifty-fourth year." 

The type of the above engraved coin of Agrippa I. 
has puzzled many nmnianatlsts. Some* have thought 
that the umbrella was a tabemaculum, and had some 
reference to this feast, and that the ears of com on the 
reverse alluded to the bread offered. Levy throws out 
the su^estion that the umbrella may indicate a token of 
his dignity, as we find in all times with great men and 
princes of the East.* 

We now pass on to the coins of Agrippa I. not strictly 
Jewish. 



„ „ 


„ 2nd 


38 „ 


3i-d 


39 „ 


4th 


40 


5th 


41 


6th 


42 „ 


7th 


43 „ 


8th 


44 „ 


„ 9th 



3. Obv. BACIAEYC MEFAC AFPinnAC *IAO- 
KAICAP. Head of Agrippa to right, with diadem (?). 



* Eckhel, Docl. Num. Vet. vol. 
vol. i. p. 61. 



:. p. 493 ; Cavedoni, Bibl. Num. 
" Jiid. Manxen, p. bl. 
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Beo. KAICAPIA H. IIPOC. . . . Fortune stand- 
ing to left, holding in left hand comu-copise and placing 
right hand on rudder. {Trisor^ pi. LX. no. 3.) -^. 5. 

Mionnet reads OIAOKAAYAIOCf instead of OIAO- 
KAICAP, but no coin appears to be known with this 
reading. Belley also completes the reverse-legend from 
the coins of Ceesarea in Samaria, KAICAPIA H IIPOC 
TQ CEBACTQ AIMENI " Csesarea near the port of 
Augustus." ^ The coins are generally so badly preserved 
that this reading cannot be made out, but there is one 
engraved by Mr. Akerman in his " Numismatic Illustra- 
tions of the Acts of the Apostles," * in a perfect condition. 
It is stated to have been engraved from the specimen in 
the BibliotMque du Roi. Now as the editors of the 
Trisor remark that after the most careftd examination 
of this coin, they cannot make out the legend as com- 
pleted by Belley, it is very clear that the French artist 
who drew the coin for Mr. Akerman must have been 
instructed to add the legend. Mr. Akerman has kindly 

from a coin in the Bibliothique^ and that he took it in per- 
fect good faith from his French correspondent. Herod I. 
had built the port of Sebastos in honour of Augustus, 
and Csesarea itself was also called Sebaste.^ 

It will be seen that on the above described coin 

Agrippa bears the title of MEFAS, great. Perhaps (as 

is suggested by Ewald^) he is styled MEFAS (elder) to 

• The title *IAOKAAYAIO0 occurs on coins of Herod, king of 
Chalcis, with his portrait. 

7 The coins of Csdsarea under Nero read KAI2APIA II nP02 
SEBASTQ AIMENI. (Mionnet, vol. v. p. 487.) Of. Joseph. Antifi. 
xvii. 5 ; Bell. Jud. i. 31, 3. 8 P. 39. 

*^ Joseph. Antiq. xvii. 5, 1 ; BelL Jud, i. 31, 3. 

* Geschichte^ vol. iv. p. 473. 
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distinguish him from Agrippa n., as in the case of Helcias 
the elder,* in contradistinction to Helcias, the keeper of the 
sacred treasure.* Mionnet,* however, gives a coin from 
Sestini with the legend BA2IAEY2 ArPinilA ME- 
rAA02; head of Agrippa to the left; before L.E. 
{year 5), and on the reverse, AN0HAIQN BA2IAEY2 
ArpinnA, with the type of a double comu-copifie.' This 
coin is struck at Anthedon, a city on the coast of Palestine, 
not iar from Gaza. It was given to Herod I. by Augustus,* 
and the former changed its name to Agrippias^ in honour 
of his friend Marcus Agrippa. 

Aqrippa I. UNDBE Caius (Caligula). 



1. Ohv. [TAm KAI] 2API SEBATTa Head of 

Caius to left, laureated. 

■ffeu. BA2IA . ArP . . C^ery indistinct). Emperor 
holding sceptre in quadriga to light, {l^sor, pi. L X . 
no. 4.) M. 5. 

Froelich* has read the obverse legend of this coin 
0. KAICAP . 2EBA2TA2 . IE ... and the reverse legend 
BA2IA. ArPIIHIA. P. This is evidently incorrect 



' 'EXk/qc fUyat, Joseph. AttHq. xriii. 8, 4. 

• Joseph. Jntiq. xx. 8, H. * Si^pl. vol. Yiii. p. 864. 

' See p. 60, noU. ■> Joseph. Antiq. xt. 7, 8. 

7 'Aypiinriiia fururdfiaat, Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 18, 3 ; 'Aypirrtwy itp09- 
Hyipivmv, Bell. Jud. i. 21, 8. 

s Cf. Eckhel, Doct. Num. Vet. toI. iii. p. 491; Mionnet, Tol. t. 
p. 568, no. 83. 
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2. OU. TAIQ KA . . . . Head of Caius to left, 
laureated. 

Bev. BA2IAE (retrograde). Victory flying to right 
{Trhor^ pi. LX. no. 5.) M. 4f 

The following coin is given by Vaillant. 

3. Ohv. Head of Caiue. 

Sev. KAI2APEIA2 A2YA0Y AFPinnA BA2I- 
AEY. Male figure standing, holding volume in his hand. 
(Eckhel, vol. iii. p. 491.) M. IL 

AgBIPPA I. UNDBB ClADDIUS. 



1. Ohv. BAE[(Xn;y] ATPinAE e-IAOKAICAP. 
Emperor, head veiled, sacrificing, and crowned by two 
females, one of which is Victory. 

Eev. AHM[of] PQMAIQN. . t YMXIAT (?) [ CYN] 
KAHTON BAC[iXew'r3 AFPIIinA. Two hands joined 
together within a wreath : an imperial head in counter- 
mark. {Tristyr, pL LX no. 6.) ^. 8. 

Without a more perfect example of this rare coin, it is 
impossible to make out more than that the legend bears 
allusion to some coimection between Agrippa, the Roman 
people, and the Senate. Perhaps EYMXIAT (««) may 
represent CYNAPXIA ATTAAOY. A ma^trate of 
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this name occurs on coins of Antioch, in Caria, under 
Augustus.* This coin was certainly struck on the 
alliance of Agrippa with Claudius, when all Herod's 
kingdom was given to him, and a league made, confirmed 
by oaths in the middle of the forum of the city of 
Rome.' 



2. Ohv. [KAAYAIO]C KAIEAPE. . . . Head of 
Gaudius to right, laoreated. 

Bev. ArPinilA .... Agrippa (?) within an edifice, 
sacrificing at an altar in honour of one or two divinities, 
of which the more distinct looks like the Kana of the 
coins of Gaza. At the feet of Agrippa (?) a figure in sub- 
mission (Judeea f). (T^fyor, pi. LX. no. 7.) ^. 7. 

This coin may represent a ceremony taking place in 
the temple of the god Mama at Gaza. The early Chris- 
tian writers inform ns that the finest temple in Gaza 
(which was afterwards converted into a Christian chiu*ch) 
was dedicated to Mama, and called the Mamion. This 
Mama was the Cretan Jupiter.* 

The next coin is given by Vaillant. 

3. Obv. Headofaaudius. 

Bev. Eni BA2IAEM ArPin[nA] TIBEPIEQN, 

written within a wreath. (Eckhel, vol. iii. p. 492.) M. II. 

Tiberias was the name of the city built on the Lake of 

' MJonnet, vol. iii. p. 816. 

' 'OpKiarc alrf TtftvcTai irpoc Toy ' AyplitKar, iitl tijs oyopat fiiaqc if 
rp Pu/iaiuv Tr6Xti. (Joseph, Antiq. lii. 5, 1.) 
' EckhcI, Doct. Num. Vet voL iii. p. 450. 
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Gennesareth by Herod Antipas, and was the capital of 
the province. Agrippa I. is said to have stayed there 
some time.* 

Agrippa I. and II. 

1. Oh). BAEIAEYE ArPinnAC. Head of Agrippa I. 
with diadem. 

Reo. AFPinnA YIOC BAC[tX€w]. Agrippa II. on 
horseback. jS£i. 

This coin is described by ^Wise, * who saw it in the 
hands of a friend, David Bosanquet. There is a woodcut 
given of it, and it somewhat resembles the coins of 
Antiochus IV. Epiphanes, king of Commagene, on which 

his two sons (BA2IAEQ2 YIOI) Epiphanes and Callini- 
cus are represented on horseback.* Agrippa I. appears 
to have treated this Antiochus and other kings with 
entertainments at Tiberias.® A similar coin is described 
by Mionnet^ from Sestini, and attributed to Agrippias 
Anthedon/ Beneath the horseman on the reverse is the 
date L . B (year 2). These coins are not above suspicion^ 
and I am not aware if specimens now exist. 



F. Herod, Kjng op Chalcis. 

A.D. 41 — ^A.D, 48. 

Herod, king of Chalcis, was the son of Aristobulus and 
Berenice, and the brother of Herod Agrippa I. At 

' Joseph. Aniiq, xviii. 2, 3 ; xix. 8, 1 ; Joseph. Vit. 9. 

* Wise, Catctlogue of Coins in the Bodleian Library^ Oxford^ p. 118. 

* Eekhel, Doct, Num. Vet. vol. iii. p. 492. 
^ Joseph. Antiq. xix. 8, 1. 

7 Suppl vol. viii. p. 364. ® See p. 108. 
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the request of Agrippa L, he obtained from Claudius the 
small kingdom of Chalcis, and, after the death of his 
brother, Claudius gave him the authority over the temple, 
the money of the sacred treasure, and the choice of the 
High-Priests.* He died in a.d. 48, and his small kingdom 
was given by Claudius to his nephew Herod Agrippa H. 

The coins now given to Herod of Chalcis by Cavedoni,* 
an attribution approved by Levy,' were previously attri- 
buted by De Saulcy* to Herod the Great. De Saulcy 
foimd a reason for a live symbol (an eagle) on these coins, 
in the fact of Herod having attempted to place a golden 
eagle on the principal door of the temple, and suggests 
that the eagle might have been also placed on the coins 
struck in the name of Herod previous to and even after 
the sedition to which his bold attempt gave rise. 

It seems though excessively imUkely that Herod should 
have adopted such a type for his coins ; and if he did so, 
it is the only instance of the image of a living creature on 
Jewish coins. Levy does not hesitate to assume that this 
money is that used by the pilgrims from Chalcis to Jeru- 
salem. A flying eagle also is the emblem on a coin of 
Ptolemseus, tetrarch of Chalcidene,* and it is worthy of 
note that the inscription on these coins is written in two 
parallel lines on either side of the type, whilst on the 
coins of Herod L the inscriptions are written roimd the 
types. 






Ohv. BACIA . . HPWA written on either side of a 
comu-copisB or the horn of an ox. 

* Joseph. Antiq* xx. i. 8. ^ BibU Num, toI. ii. p. 85. 
' Jad. MBfuen, p. 82. 

' Num. Jud. p. 181 9eq, ; cf. Betue Numiitnatique, 1857, p. 292. 

* Eckhel, Doct Num. Vet. toI. iii. p. 264. 
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Bev. No legend. An eagle standing to right, similar to 
that on the coins of the Ptolemies, Tyre, etc. (De Saulcy, 
pi. VL nos. 10, 11, 12.) ^. 3. 

De Saulcy has described the object on the obverse as a 
comu-copiae,* but Cavedoni suggests that it is the horn 
of an ox, and may have some reference to the bullock's 
horn, which contained the sacred oil used for anointing 
the High-Priest, or perhaps a repository for the treasure, 
which was also in the shape of a bullock's horn. 

I have only introduced this coin of Herod, king of 
Chalcis, as it is a new attribution of a coin formerly given 
to a Jewish king. Though Herod of Chalcis exercised a 
certain authority over Jerusalem, he has left no numis- 
matic traces of it. All his coins belong to the coimtry 
of Chalcis, which Ptolemy, son of Mannseus, Lysanias, 
and Zenodorus had possessed as tetrarchs, and they have 
therefore no place in a work treating especially of the 
coins of the princes and cities of Judcea.* 



G. Agrippa n. 

A.D. 48 — A.D. 100. 

Agrippa H. was the son of Herod Agrippa I. and 
Cypros. At his father's death in a.d. 44 he was only 
seventeen years of age, and in consequence, Claudius, 
thinking that he was too yoimg to govern, sent Cuspius 
Fadus as procurator. In a.d. 48 Herod king of Chalcis 
died, and Agrippa was appointed by Claudius as his uncle 
Herod's successor. Some years after, Claudius took it away 
from him, giving h\m instead the tetrarchies of Philip H. 
and Lysanias, including Batanea, Trachonitis, Auranitis, 

* Bibl. Num. vol. ii. p. 81. 

« Cf. Tritor de Num. et Qlyp. p. 127. 
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and Abilene, with the title of Eong.^ In a.d. 55 Nero 
gave him the cities of Tiberias and Tarichefie in Gali- 
lee, and Julias, a city of Persea, with fourteen villages 
near it. 

Agrippa XL much enlarged the city of Csesarea Philippi, 
calling it Neronias^ in honour of the Emperor Nero, a fact 
also confirmed by his coins. He however made himself 
very unpopular by spending money in improving Jerusalem 
and Berytus, and transferring to these places almost every- 
thing that was ornamental in his own kingdom. About 
the year a.d. 60, Agrippa II. and his sister Berenice paid 
a visit to the Roman governor Festus at Csesarea, who, 
knowing that Agrippa was better acquainted than himself 
with matters relating to the Jewish Law, recoimted to him 
the case of the apostle Paul. In consequence, Agrippa 
expressed a desire to see him, and a day having been fixed 
for the interview, Agrippa and Berenice with their suite 
entered the audience chamber with great pomp (ttoAAiJ? 
<l>avraxTLas). Paul then made his speech to Agrippa, but 
his words only called forth the ironical and contemptuous 
answer, " Thou wilt soon persuade me to be a Christian,"' 
an answer which Paul accepted as sincere, and to which 
he replied, "I would to God that not only thou, but 
also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and 
altogether such as I am, except these bonds."* 

At the commencement of the war with the Romans, 
Agrippa used all his eloquence to dissuade the Jews from 
fighting, and his speech is given at some length by 
Josephus, with whom he appears to have been on intimate 

7 'Ayp/TTjrac 6 PaatXevCf Acts xxv. 13 ; xxvi. 2, etc. Cf. Joseph. Bell. 
Jud. ii. 12, 8 ; Antiq. xx. 7, 1. 

^ The authorised version has ' Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian,' but cv oXiy^ cannot mean almost, (See Conybeare and 
Howson, Life of St, Faul, vol. ii. p. 367, note,) 

^ Acts xxvi. 29. 
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tfefms;* he eventually sided with the Romans and was 
wounded by a sling-stone at the siege of Gamala. When 
Jerusalem was taken and the war ended, he retired to 
Rome with his sister, and there died, aged 70, in the third 
year of the Emperor Trajan (a.d. 100). He was the last 
Jewish prince of the Herodian line. 

Agrippa IL alone. 




1. Oho. [BACIA ArPinnOY.] Head, to the 

left, laureated. (?) 

Rev. L. I. (year 10), an anchor. M. 4. 

This remarkable coin is in the collection of the Rev. 
H. C. Reichardt, and is attributed by him in the Numis- 
matic Chronicle^ to Agrippa H. He first lays great stress 
upon the juvenile coimtenance of the King, and then upon 
the date, year 10. He assumes that Agrippa II. counted 
the years of his reign fi'om his father's death in a.d. 44, 
but that he did not take the government at once, till 
Claudius in a.d. 53 (being the tenth year of his (Agrippa's) 
reign) bestowed upon him the title of King, on which 
occasion he thought himself entitled to cause coins to be 
struck in his name as King. The cast I possess of this coin 
does not enable me to speak with any certainty as to the 
correctness of Mr. Reichardt's reading ; should it be true, 
the coin is one of great interest, and the only one at present 
known with the head of Agrippa U. With the date that 
Mr. Reichardt assigns to the coin, viz. a.d. 53, I cannot 
agree, as I do not believe that Agrippa coimted the years 

* Bell. Jud. ii. 16, 4 ; Josephus gives two of his letters. ( ViL sect. 65.) 

* N. S. vol. ii. p. 274. See p. 68, note 5, for another Jewish coin 
with a portrait. 
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of his reign till he succeeded his imcle Herod of Chalcis 
at the close of the year a.d. 48. This would give us for 
his tenth year, a.d. 58. The right of striking coins with 
his head must have been peremptorily put a stop to, as 
in the next year (a.d. 59) and all Aiture years his coins 
appear either with the head of the town at which they 
were struck, or with the head of the reigning Emperor. 

AgRIPPA n. UNDER NeRO. 

1. Ohv. Legend lost. Head of Nero to the right, 
laureated ; in front, the litaus. 

Rev. EHI BAEIAEM ArPinn[a] NEPQNIEM 
written in five lines within an olive crown. {Triscyr^ 
pL LX. no. 13.) M. 6. 

2. Oho. NEPQN CEBACTOC. Head of Nero to 
the right, laureated. 

Rev. Legend and type the same as no. 1. {Trisor^ pi. 
LX. no. 14.) M. 4. 




3. Ohv. NEPQN. KAI. . . . Head of Nero to the 
right, laureated. 

Rev. Legend and type the same as no. 1. (British 

Museum.) ^. 2^. 

These three coins were struck at Cassarea Paneas, or as 
it was called by Philip the tetrarch who rebuilt it, 
Caesarea PhUippi,' to distinguish it from Caesarea in 
Palestine. Agrippa H. in a.d. 55, had received valuable 
additions to his territory from the Emperor Nero, and in 
his honour changed the name of Cassarea Philippi to that 

' Kaio&ptia // ^iXiirirovj Matt. XYi. 13; Mark viii. 37. 
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of Neronias.^ The coins were probably struck in honour 
of the festivals held at Neronias, on its dedication. They 
have no dates. 

The next two coins are dated. The first was also 
struck at Neronias ; the second was certainly struck under 
Nero, though neither of them bears the head of the 
Emperor. 




4. Oho. NEPUINIAA .... KAICAPI(?) ArPinA(?). 
Turreted female head to the right. 

Reo. BA[C AFP ETJOYC AITOY KAI K. Two cor- 
nua-copisB, between them a caduceus. (Cab. of E. Wigan, 
Esq.) ^. III. 




5. Obv. BACIAEOC (sic) MAPKOY APPinnOY. 
Hand closed, holding ears of com and poppy-heads. 

Bev. ETOYC AITOY, within a circle, and written 

round a monogram ^ (K''^)* (Comp. TrSsor^ pi. LX. 
no. 15, and Cavedoni, Num. Bihl. (Italian work) pi. I. 
no. 6.) M. III. 

According to EckheP the letters AI = 11 and the TOY 
is shortened fi-om 'Ei^SeicestTOY. In proof of this he adduces 
the reverse of a coin of Antony and Cleopatra, with the 
analogous reading GTOYC KATOY KAI C, which he 
explains Erow ^Ikootov Trptorov kou Su)uco(rtoaTOv^ viz. 
anno XXI supra CC, but Cavedoni® agrees with Letronne, 
who has proved that we ought to read 6TOYC KA TOY 

* Joseph. AnHq. xx. 9, 4. 

^ Doct Num. Vet. vol. iii. p. 494 ; ef. toL iv. p. 24. Eckhd omits 
the KQ^ , as also the editors of the JCriior, but there is no doubt that 
it is the correct reading. {Cf. Cayedoni| Bibl Ifum, toI. ii. p. 88.) 

* Bibl. Num. toI. i. p. 63, note. k 
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KAI C, viz. XXI, which is also VI, according to the double 
era of Qeopatra. That the K may stand for KAI is 
not only suggested by the reverse of a coin of the 

Antiochians of Ptolemais, with the letters A2KA, which 
are equivalent to KS,vKov Kai Avropofiov^'' but is proved 
by the coin of Neronias, which I publish from the col- 
lection of E. Wigan, Esq., where the KlAI is at fiiU 
length in an analogous position. There is not much 

doubt then, that we ought to read the legends ETOYG 

AI TOY KAI K (or K K ), year XI, which is also VI, 
that is to say the 11th year of Agrippa, corresponding 
to the 6th year of the Emperor Nero, which, reckoning 
from the time when Agrippa succeeded his uncle Herod 
as King of Chalcis, will give us the date a.d. 59. 
Cavedoni has thrown out the suggestion that perhaps 
Agrippa II. computed the years of his reign with a double 
epoch of his own, and supports his theory by the account 
of Josephus, which gives to his father, Agrippa L, seven 
years of reign, and then says he died in the third year 
of his reign over all Judaea.* 

On no. 5, Agrippa 11. bears the name of Marcus. Pel- 
lerin suggests that it was given to him on accoimt of the 

7 Eckhel, Doot, Num. Vet, yoI. iii. p. 307. See also the coins of 
Alexandria, on which is 6NN6AKA for 'Ewca Koi AcVa. 

8 Aniiq. xix. 8, 2. To make the year 11 of the reign of Agrippa 11. 
agree with the 6th year of Nero, it is necessary to assume that he did 
not commence his reign at Chalcis till a.d. 49. Indeed, he was not 
appointed as Herod's successor till the very end of a.d. 48. If it 
was the 17th year of Agrippa himself, it would then correspond 
to A.D. 65. I am, however, of opinion that the former supposition 
is correct. Assuming that TOY KAI ^ means •' year VI. of Nero," 
the double date receives some confirmation from the tetradrachms 
of Antioch marked with the years of the reign of Nero below those of 
the Cesarean era. (Eckhel, Doct, Num, Vet, vol. iii. p. 281 ; Cavedoni, 
Bibh Num. vol. i. p. 63, note,) Though the kingdom of Chalcis was taken 
away from Agrippa II. in a.d. 53 (or rather at the dose of the 12th 
year of Claudius in a.d. 52), he must have struck some of his coins 
upon the Chalcian era even after he was deprived of the kingdom. 



AORIPPA II, 119 

fitmilj of the Herods being so much indebted to the 
triumvir Antonius. Eckhel,^ however, thinks that it is 
derived from Marcus Agrippa. The type of the hand 
with the ears of com and poppy-heads may perhaps refer 
to the regular payment of the tithes, which were probably 
restored through the agency of Agrippa, especially as he 
had the control of the Temple, a duty which his uncle 
Herod of Chalcis had previously discharged.^ The figure 
in the middle of this coin has been considered to be ' an 
uncertain object,' though it is described by Pellerin* as a 
small crown, and by Mionnet^as a small head of an elephant. 
Cavedoni,* who has evidently not seen the original coin, and 

who gives the legend as ETOYC AITOY K and in the 
centre 9\ , says that the latter part of the word AITOY 
[TOY] is not very distinct, and that there seems to be 
interposed between the K and ETOYC a letter like 8. 
This letter is a form of OY, and may be found on coins of 
Hadrian struck at Smyrna,* on the two assaria pieces of 
the Archon Aurelius Chrysogonos struck at Chios,® and also 
on the coins of Marcianopolis and Nicopolis in Mcesia.^ 
What this sign may mean, if it should occur on this coin, 
I am unable to say. The Collas process (which has 
been called by Cavedoni der zuverldssigen Meihode Collas) 
represents these small brass coins in such a dreadfrd 
manner, that it is often next to impossible to decipher 
the legends. By the kindness, however, of M. Cohen 

There ifl no other era to which they could possibly belong. (See 
Table II. ; ef. p. 116 ; also see under Agrippa IE. with Vespasian, nos. 
4, 6, and 6.) * Boot, Num, Vet, vol. iii. p. 494. 

* Joseph. Antiq. xx. 8, 8 ; 9, 2 ; Cavedoni, Bibl. Num, vol. ii. p. 88 
geq, : Levy, Jdd, Munzeny p. 82. 

* Eckhel, Doet. Num, Vet. voL iii. p. 494. • Vol. v. p. 671. 

* Bibl, Num, vol. i. p. 63, note, 

^ Mionnet, Suppl, vol. vi. p. 340, no. 1689. 

^ Mionnet, Suppl, vol. vi p. 398, nos. 87, 88. 

7 Eckhel, Doct, Num, Vet, vol. i. p. ci. 

K 2 
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of Paris, who has sent me an impression of this coin, 
I am enabled to say that the legend is certainly ETOYC 
AI TOY and that what Cavedoni has taken for the sign 8 
is nothing more than the ends of the ornament at the junc- 
ture of the vyreatk or hand. It seems also clear to me that 
the object in the centre represents the conclusion of the 

date, and is given in monogram ^7 which stands for K ?\ 
{kol ^ , and 6). 




6. Obv. XAAK0Y2, written roimd a dot, which is in 
the middle of the coin. 

Bev. ET. R K. Anchor. (British Museimi.) M. III. 

This interesting little coin has been assigned by Cave- 
doni* to Agrippa II. He says, ' The year E K, that is 
26, of this XoAkoSs' coin, if it denotes a year of the reign 
of Agrippa II. coincides with a.d. 73,^ at which time 
nothing but ruins remained of the Temple, but this small 
piece of money might very well have served for the oflferings 
which the Jews were compelled to bring every Sabbath to 
the synagogue during the reign of Agrippa.' This attribu- 
tion, though not proved, is not improbable, as the type of 
the anchor is of common occurrence on the coins of Herod I. 
(no. 8 seq.)^ and may even be foimd on a coin of Agrippa II. 

(no. 1.) The word XAAK0Y2 has been supposed by 
Sestini^ to indicate rather the name of a magistrate than 
the name of a coin, since, says this writer, we ought to 

have XAAKON and not XAAK0Y2 in the nominative 

case,- but Eckhel' has rightly argued that xoA^oOy is the 

8 £ihL Num, toI. ii. p. 39. Eckhel (Boet, Num. Vet. toL iii. p. 286) 
bas suggested that it may belong to Commagene. 
3 Eead^ A.D. 74. See Table J I. at end of volume. 
1 Letterty T. i. p. 63. * Doct. Num. Vet. vol. iii. p. 286. 
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proper nominative, and quotes the authority of Pausanias,* 
who, speaking of the people of Pharte {on the left bank 
of the Kameniiza^ near PrevezA*\ says that they have a 
country coinage and call it chalcus (vofucfia eirixmpioVf 
KoActreu 8t -^^oXkovs to vo/uo-fia). There cannot be the 
slightest doubt that the word x^^oyf on this coin indi- 
cates the name of the piece.* 

Aqbippa IL under Vespasian. 



1. Obv. AYTOKPA[7-o/ji] OYE0[Traa-tai;^\ KAI- 
CAPI CBACTQ (sic). Head of Vespasian to the right, 
laureated. 

Sev. ET[ot;r] AI BACtrtAeW] ArPinriA. Deity 
with Tnodius on head standing to left, holding ears of com 
and comu-copite. (British Museum; cf. Trisor^ pi. LXI. 
no. 1.) M. 8. 




2. Ohv. Legend and type as no. 1. 

* Lib. viL 0. 22. * Smith's Diet, of Qeography, i.T. Phatw. 

' Another Bpecimen of this coin is in the Hunter Museum. Three 
other coins are known with the word xo^^ouc onthem, uidthey probably 
belong to Antioch in STria (Fellerin, Lettre if. pi. iT. 2 ; Hunter, pL 
68). Two of them have on the ohverse a female head and one a male 
laureated head (perhaps Nero) ; two of them have the the date Alp, 
and all three have on the reverse a quiver and bow. (Eckhel, Hwt. 
Num. Vet. vol iii. p. 286.) 
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Bev. L. lA BAClCXeW] ArPinOY. The same type 
as no. 1. {Trisor^ pi. LXI. no. 2.) iE. 7. 




3. Ohv. Legend and type as no. !• 

Rev. ETOY[ff] HI BA[(riX€W] AFPinnA. The 

same type as no. 1. {Tresor^ pi. LXI. no. 3.) M. 7. 

The word CEBACTQ is quite plain on this coin. The 
example engraved in the Trisor has the comiter-mark of a 
human head on the neck of Vespasian. 

The first two of these coins bear the dates AI or lA 

(14), and the third HI (18). In order to make these 
dates agree with the time of Vespasian, it is necessary 
to assmne that some particular era was employed. From 
a coin of Domitian, which is described in loco (p. 130), an 
era is obtained commencing in the 8th year of Nero, viz. 
A.D. 61. This gives us for the 14th year of Agrippa's 
reign, a.d. 74, and for the 18th year, a.d. 78, the year 
before the death of Vespasian. 




4. Obv. Legend and type as no. 1. 

Beo. ETOY[ff] KS BA[(riX€W] ArPinn[a]. Same 
type as no. 1. {Cabinet des MSdaiUeSj Paris.) JE. 8. 

I am indebted to M. Cohen^of Paris for an impression 
of this coin. 
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5. Ohv. L^;end and type as no. 1. 

Hev. ETOY[f] KZ BA[(rtX«of] AFPinnA. Deity 
standing to left, holding ears of com and comu-copiae ; 
before her a star. {Trdsor, pi. LXI. no. 4.) ^. 8. 



6. Obv. Legend and type aa no. 1. 

Bev. ETOY[f] Ke BA[(riXeow] AFinnA {sic). Same 
type as no. 1. {Trdsor, pi. LXI. no. 5.) jE. 7. 

These three coins bear respectively the dates KS (26), 
KZ (27), and KG (29). It is very certain that they were 
not struck on the same era aa the three previous ones, for 
that would bring them down to a.d. 89, at which time 
Domitian was Emperor. It is necessary therefore to 
assume another era, and that of Chalcis, as in the previous 
case of the coins with the date AI TOY KAI CT, will, I 
think, fiimish ns with the correct dates. The kingdom of 
Chalcis was taken away from Agrippa II. at the end 
of A.D. 52, and pven to Aristobulus (the son of Herod, 
king of Chalcis), who is said to have still held it in the 
fourth year of Vespasian, a.d. 72.* Under Domitian, it 
seems to have been added to the Boman Empire and to 

* JoBeph. Beit. Jud. Tii. 7, 1. 
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have received the name of Flavia? Though the kingdom 
of Chalcls was thus taken away from Agrippa, he still 
appeara to have counted the yearg of his reign on what 
may be called the 'Chalcian era.' The 17th year of 
Agrippa's reign ended at the close of a.d. 65," and the 
former date can only be made to correspond with the 
latter by reckoning his reign on the ' Chalcian era.' Unless 
we assume this fact, the dates KS (26), KZ (27), and K6 
(29) on the three coins with Vespasian above described, 
and especially the latter date, could not be accoimted for, 
except we adopt the theory of Eckhel that the coins 
with the dates 26, 27, and 29 of Vespasian and Titus were 
struck ajier their death by Agrippa in memory of the 
Flavian race to whom he owed so much." It is worthy of 
notice, that there are no coins of Agrippa with the date of 
the Chalcian era after the death of Vespasian in a.d. 79, 
Chalcis, as above stated, having been added to the Soman 
fjnpire under Domitian.' 



Agrippa II. under Titus. 



1. Oho. AYTO[KPa™/) TITOC CeB]ACTOC. Head 

of Titus to the right, laureated. 

Hev. ETOY[f]ie BA[a-(A€'a)r] AFPinnA. Deity 



1 Eckhel, Boet. Num. Vet. toI. iii. p. 205. 
s Clinton, F. E. toL i. p. 48. 
• Boet. Num. Vet. toI. iii. p. 495. 
' See Table II. at end of volume. 
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with modius on head standing to left, holding ears of com 
and como-copise. {Cab. des Midailles, Paris.) M. 1. 

I am indebted again to M. Cohen of Paris, for the 
impreeeion of this coin, which, as fer as I can judge from 
the portrait (for &e name is lost), must he assigned to 
Titus ; the date I G (19), calculating from the ' era of 
Tiberias,' correaponda to A.D. 79, the year of the death 
of Vespasian and the accession of Titus. 



2. Obv. AYTOKP[aVffl/)] TITOC KAICAP CE- 

BA[<rTor]. Head of Titus to the right, laureated. 

Reo. ETO[yf] KS BA[o-iX«a)r] ArPinilA. Victory 
flying to right, holding wreath and palm-branch ; before 
her a star. (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq.; British Museum ; 
cf. TrSsor, pi. LXI. nos. 10, 11.) M. 7. 



3. Ohv. AYTOK[P«ro/>i TITQ] CEBACTO. Head of 
Titus to the right, laureated. 

Bev. ETOY[y] KG BA[a-(A«»r] ArPinn[a]. Vic- 
tory walking to the right, holding wreath and palm- 
branch. (British Museiun.) -^- 7. 

There is a similar coin engraved in the Trhor^ but the 
reverse legend commences L. K0 BA, etc. 

In order to make the two dates KS (26) and KG (29) 

of Agrippa II. coincide with the reign of Titus, it is again 

" PI. LXI. no. 6. 
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necessary to find an era that will suit both reigns. This 
is supplied by the era commencing when Agrippa II. 
received the Tetrarchy of Philip from Claudius in a.d. 53. 
Unless the dates on these coins are calculated from this 
particular era, (or from that of Chalcis, in which case 
they would be struck during his father's lifetime,) 
there is only left the supposition of Eckhel, already 
mentioned under Vespasian, that they are apoiheosistic 
coins. I think this latter suggestion very improbable. It 
is impossible to give any reasons for the adoption of diffe- 
rent eras on the coins of Agrippa II. with Vespasian, and 
on thope of Agrippa 11. with Titus. I have examined the 
subject to the best of my ability, and shall be very glad 
if any niunismatist can offer any more reasonable or 
rational conjectures. Even these two dates of Agrippa 
n. with Titus, I can only explain by supposing that the 
26th year of Agrippa 11. commenced in September a.d. 
78. The following table will show my meaning : — 

A.D. 78, Sept. = 26th year of Agrippa. 
„ 79, June = 26th „ Death of Vespa- 

sian. Accession of Titus. 
„ 79, Sept. = 27th year of Agrippa. 
„ 80, Sept. = 28th „ 

„ 81, Sept. = 29th „ Death of Titus. 

A coin with the date I A (14) and the head of Titus is 
described in the Trhor^ and engraved. A specimen of the 
same coin is also published by M. Hoffinann in his Bulletin 
Perijodique^ which he has informed me is now in the 
collection of Major Bauch of Berlin. The coins on which 
this date is described as occurring, have the legend 
A YTOKP . TITOC . KAICAP . CeB., whilst we should 

' PI. LXI. no. 7. Cf, Mionnet, vol. v. p. 572, no. 110. Mionnet 
(Z. e. p. 573, noB. 113, 117) gives coins of Titus with dates ET.K and 
ET.KZ. [SeeTABLBH.] 

* Nob. 17 and 18, Sept Oct. 1863, no. 531. 
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naturally expect to find on the coins struck during his 
father's lifetime only the title CeBsar. This is the case with 
the coins of Domitian* struck in Judsea during the lifetime 
of Vespadan and Titus. Though Titus was saluted as Im- 
peraior by the soldiers after the taking of Jerusalem, and 
reigned conjointly with Vespasian, he did not obtain the 
title AuffustMS {ScjSaoTos") till his father's death in A.D. 79. 
Through the kindness of M. Cohen, I have obtained an 
impression of the coin engraved in the Trisor^ and on it 
there is certainly a A, but it is impossible to say if any 
other letters preceded it He also sends me another im- 
pression of a coin of Titus, on which there is something in 
tkejield. M. Cohen, who has of course seen the actual 
coins, and who has therefore had a better opportunity of 
judging of these letters, says of this latter one, " il est 
possible que ce ne soit pas mie date, et en ce cas le A 
pourrait n'avoir rien de commun non plus avec une date." 
As, however, there is no reason for supposing that coins of 
Titus with the dates lA (14) or K (20) could not exist, it must 
be assumed that the designers of Agrippa's coins under Ves- 
pasian and Titus, engraved coins of both of diemaa Augustij 
especially as they were known to be reigning together. 
The date lA (14) corresponds to a.d. 74,and K(20) to a.d. 72. 

Agrippa 1L under Domitian. 



1. O&u. AOMlTI[o»'oy] KAICAP. Head of Domitian 
to the right, lanreated. 

Bev. L.IA BAC[iXfl»r] ArPinOY. Victory standing 
to the left, writing on shield. (British Museum ; c£ 7^4sor^ 
pi. LXL no. 12.) JE. 4. 

' Fide wt/V-a. 
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2. Obv KAICAP. Head of Domitian to the 

right, laureated. 

Seo. ETO[i;p] le BA[(rtA«Br] ArPinn[a]. Trireme. 
(IVhor, pL LXL no. 13.) JE. 3. 

These two coins were struck while Domitian was still 
Casar. The 14th (I A) year of Agrippa's reign corresponds 
to A.D. 74, and the 19th (10) year to A.n. 79, the year of 
Vespasian's death. Domitian received the title of Caesar 
in A.D. 69. 



3. Obv, AOM€T[«iwir] KAICAP. Bust of Domitian 
to the right, laureated, with a^is. 

Reo. ETO[w] RA BA[o-(Aefi)r] AFPinnA. Victory 
flying to right, holding crown and palm? {Trhor, pi. 
LXL no. 14.) M. 6. 



4. Ohv. AOMIT[iavor] KAICM rEPMA[i'£icoff]. 
Head of Domitian to the right, laureated. 

Beo. ETO[i;p] AK BA[(r*X«tfff] AFPinnA. Victory 
standing to right, placing left foot on helmet and writing 
on shield. In field to left crescent. {Trkar^ pi. LXI. 
no. 15.) M. 4. 

There is a coin in the British Museum of Domitian and 
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Agrippa with a similar type to no. 4, except that in the 
Jkld to right there is a star. The date is wholly ohlite- 
rated. The date is also wanting on what appears to he a 
similar or perhaps the same coin described in the Trisor.' 



5. Ohv. AOMETCtoror] KAICAP r€PMAN[«or]. 
Head of Domitian to the right, laureated. 

Reo. ETO[us-] KA BA[(riX«tfy] ArPinnA, written 
within laurel wreath. (British Museum.) M. 4J. 




6. Obv. AOMeTLifli/o?] KAlC[a/j] rEPM[awKor.] 
Head of Domitian to the right, laureated. 

Beo. ET[oyp] KE BAC[iA6ft)?] ArPIHC^ro]. Palm- 
tree. {Trisar^ pi. LXII. no. 1.) M. 3^. 



7. Ohv. AOMITIAN[of] KAICAP. Head of Domi- 
tian to the right, laureated, with two counter-marks. 

Rev. ETfovr] KS BACICxiwyJ AFPinHA. Victory 
standing- to right, placing left foot on helmet, and writing 
on shield. (TVesor, pi. LXII. no. 2.) -^. 5. 

This coin is also known without the counter-marks. 
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8. Obv. IM[perator] CA[esar] D[ivi] VES[pa8iam] 
F[Uiu8] DOM[itianus] AV[gu8tu8] GER[mamcuB] COS. 
XII. Head of Domitian to the right, laureated, with <^is. 

Bev. Eni BAttriXtwy] ArPI[3r7ra]. Two comua-copiffi ; 
between them a caduceus. In Jield to left and right 
ET[oi;y] KS. At foot of the comua-copiie, S. C. (Senatfts- 
consulto.) (Cab. of E. "Wigan, Esq. ; British Museum ; 
cf. Trdsar, pi. LXII. no. 3.) ^. 




9. Obv. Legend and type the same as no. 8. 

Sev. Eni BAC[tXe«r] AFPICffTra]. In feld S. C. 
In exergue ET[owr] KS. (British Museum; cf. Trdsor, 
pL LXII. nos. 4 and 5.) ^. 

We pause here to consider the very important coins, 
nos. 8 and 9. They are peculiar in several respects. First, 
they are bilingual ; secondly, the word EIII is placed 
before the name of the king ; and thirdly, the mark of 
the smat&sconsultum^ S. C, is found upon them, which 
three peculiarities together occur upon no other ancient 
coin. The solution of this numismatic puzzle has been 
investigated by one who, if anything could have been 
made of it, would almost certainly have discovered it 
The result of his investigations is simimed up in the 
following words, ' prcestat, in tant& caligine non ultra 
progredi.*' I also am compelled to leave the solution 

' Eckhel, Doct. Num. Vet. vol. iii. p. 495. 
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to Others. The great importance, however, of these coins 
is that they give us a fixed and certain date. The twelfth 
consulship of Domitian was in the year a.d. 86, and we 
thus gain the information that that year was the twenty- 
sixth year of Agrippa II. The commencement of this era 
would thus be in the 8th year of Nero, a.d. 61. This is the 
era of Tiberias.® As Nero presented the city of Tiberias 
to Agrippa II. in a.d. 55, one would have thought that the 
era of Tiberias would have commenced in that year. The 
coins are however convincing, and the reason for the era 
commencing in the 13th of his reign must remain unex- 
plained. On no. 4 it will be seen that the title Germani- 
cus is added to the obverse legend and that the date is 
AK (24). This is another proof of the correctness of the 
coins with the date KS (26). The 24th year of Agrippa 
n. is A.D. 84, the very year that Domitian received the 
above title. We thus obtain for the dates KA or AK 
(24), KE (25), and KS (26), the corresponding years a.d. 
84, 85, and 86.^ 




10. Ohv. AOMITIANOC KAICAP. Head of Domi- 
tian to the right, laureated. 

Eev. ET0[i;9] KZ BA[(riX€a>y] AFPinnA. Two 

comua-copiae. {Trisor^ pi. LXII. no. 6.) M. 

The 27th year (KZ) of Agrippa II. corresponds to a.d. 

* The editors of the TrSaor, in speaking of no. 8, refer particularly 
to a small brass coin of Trajan with the reverse two comua-copiiB 
(Mionnet, vol. y. p. 484, no. 54) struck at Tiberias, and say that 
from this it is easy to' see the coin in question was also struck in that 
town- (T^rhoTy p. 129.) 

* A coin of Domitian with the date KF (23 = a.I). 83), and with 
reverse similar to nos. 4 and 7, is given by Mionnet (voL v. p. 574, 
no. 122) from Sestini. 
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87. There is a coin described and engraved in the 
TrhoT^" with the date AA (31), but it is eo effaced I can 
make nothing of it. 



11. Obv. BA[o-tX«»y] ArP[t7nro]. Turreted head of 
female to the right. 

Rev. ET[oyy] AA. Comu-eopise. {Trisor^ pi. LX. 
no. 12.) ^. 2. 

12. Ohv. [AwroKpjATOf/Jor] AOM[iTiai'or] C[€(9aff- 
Tov\. Head of Domitian to the right, laureated. 

Bev. BA[(rtA«tfr] ArP[t7nra] ET[ovy] EA, written in 
two lines, witbin laurel wreath. {Trhor^ pi. LXII. no. 
8.) M. 2f 

The engraving of this coin (no. 12) is so unsatisfactoiy 
that it is impossible to reproduce it. 

13. Oh). AYTOKPCarw^ Kai\ CAP TEPMANIUm]. 
Head of Domitian to the right, laureated. 

Rea. ETOY[f]EA BA[o-iXe«ff] ArPinnOY. Victory 
marching to the right, holding a crown in her right 
hand and a palm-branch on left arm. M. 5^. 



14. Ohv. AYTOKPA[ra>/>] AOMITIA[vor] KAI- 
CAPA {sic) TEPMANIticos-]. Head of Domitian to the 
right, laureated. 

Rej>. ETOY[r] EA BACfftAew] AFPinnA. Tur- 



" PI. LXII. no. 7. 
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reted female standing to left on the prow of a vessel, 
holding m right hand ears of com (?), and in left a comu- 
copiae. (British Museum.) ^. 7. 

These last two coins are published by the Eev. H. C. 
Eeichardt from his collection.^ The representation here 
given of no. 14 is from a coin in the British Museimi, 
which is much better preserved than the coin belonging to 
Mr. Eeichardt, and supplies the entire legend.' The 
adoption of the turreted female head on no. 11, instead 
of the head of the Emperor, reminds us of the coins of 
Agrippa II. struck at Neronias imder Nero. The date, 
however, is suflficient proof that it must belong to the 
reign of Domitian. The two dates, AA (34) and EA 
(35), correspond to a.d. 94 and a.d. 95, and are the latest 
dates on the coins we possess of Agrippa II., from which 
it appears that he was ruling at the close of the reign 
of Domitian, who died in a.d. 96. 

^ Num. Ckran. N. S. vol. ii. pp. 275, 276. 

* I^um. Chron, N. S. vol. ii. pL vi. 6. The engraving is incorrect. 



CHAPTER VI. 

COINS STRUCK BY THE PROCURATORS. 

After the expulsion of Archelaus the Ethnarch in 
A.D. 6, Coponius was made Procurator of Judaea, and 
accompanied Quirinus, who had been appointed Prefect 
of Syria, to that coimtry, Coponius kept his appoint- 
ment till A.D. 10, when he was succeeded by M. Ambivius, 
who remained at the head of the government till a.d. 13, 
and was then replaced by Annius Rufiis. The next year 
Augustus died, and Tiberius came to the throne. He 
immediately superseded Eufiis, and sent in his place 
Valerius Gratus, who remained in ofl&ce till a.d. 25, when 
he was replaced by Pontius Pilate. The latter admi- 
nistered the government for ten years, but his tyranny to 
the Jews in permitting the Roman standards, which bore 
the efl&gy of the Emperor, to be kept in Jerusalem, and 
his attempting to fix his own shield on the palace itself, 
was the cause of complamt to Vitellius, the governor of 
Syria, who deprived him of his ofl&ce, and sent him to 
Bome to answer the accusations that were brought against 
him (a.d. 35). Marcellus was appointed by Vitellius to 
succeed him. Two years afterwards Tiberius died, and 
Caligula succeeded him. Marullus was sent by the new 
Emperor to take the place of Marcellus. In a.d. 41 Cali- 
gula was assassinated and Claudius came to the throne. 
Agrippa I. now received the government of Judaea and 
Samaria, and his brother Herod was named king of 
Chalcis. Immediately after the death of Agrippa I. 
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in A.D. 44, Claudius nominated Cuspius Fadus Procurator 
of Judsea. In a.d. 47 Tiberius Alexander succeeded, and 
in A.D. 49 he was replaced by Ventidius Cumanus. A 
frightful tumult taking place at the Passover of this year, 
Cumanus was recalled, and Claudius Felix appointed in a.d. 
52 in his stead. Felix was Procurator till a.d. 60, when he 
was recalled, and Porcius Festus succeeded him. Festus died 
about A.D. 62, and was succeeded by Annas, son of the 
Annas before whom our Lord was taken. Three months 
after, Annas was replaced by Albinus, one of the most 
unjust of the Boman Procurators, and in a.d. 65 Gessius 
Florus was appointed in his place. Florus was the last 
of the imperial Procurators, and the very worst of them, 
— '' duravit patientia Judseis usque ad Gessiimi Florum,' ' 
— and was the great cause of the revolt of the Jews, 
which ended in the taking of Jerusalem by Titus. 



A. Reign of Augustus, from the Expulsion 

OF Archelaus. 

A.D. 6 — A.D. 14. 

The copper coins struck in Judaea by the Boman Procu- 
rators from the expulsion of Archelaus do not exhibit any 
sign or sjnmbol that might be oflfensive to the religious 
feelings of the Jews, thus departing from the usual 
Boman custom, and though some of the Procurators, as in 
the case of Pontius Pilate, attempted to introduce images 
and other sjnmbols of abhorrence to the Jews, yet they 
forbore from placing^ such emblems on the coins. This 
may be accounted for by the coins being under the sur- 
veillance of the Emperor and senate, whereas the actions 
of the Procurators could not always be looked into, and 



1 Tac. Hist. V. 10. 
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they doubtless thought that they could introduce the for- 
bidden symbols without the matter getting to the ears of 
the Emperor. Their folly more than once caused their 
recalL The coins bear, accordingly, the representation of 
a plant, the name of the reigning Caesar, and the year of 
his reign in Greek characters. 




1. Oh). KAICAPOC. An ear of com. 

Rev. A palm-tree, from which hang bunches of dates. 
In Jkld to right and left L- AF (year 33). (Cab. of E. 
Wigan, Esq.) M. 3. 




2. Ohv. Same legend and type. 

Reo. Same type. In field to right and left L. AS (year 
36). (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; cf. De Saulcy, pi. VIII. no. 1.) 

JEi. 3. 




3. Ohv. Same legend and type. 

Reo. Same type. In fi^eld to right and left L. A0 (year 
39). (De Saulcy, pi. VIII. no. 2.) M. 4. 




4. Ohv. Same legend and type. 

Rev. Same type. In field to right and left L.M. (year 
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40). (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; c/ De Saulcy, pi. VIII. 
no. 3.) M. 4. 




6. Oho. Same legend and type. 

Rev. Same type. In field to right and left L.MA. 
(year 41). (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; cf. De Saulcy, 
pi. Vm. no. 4.) M. 4. 

De Saulcy, who has supposed that the dates on these 
coins are to be calculated by the ' era of Actium/ says, 
that the first of these coins presents a real difficulty. The 
numerals appear to be AF, as Eckhel has already given.^ 
In the year 33 of the Actian era, Judaea was not reduced 
to a Eoman province, and Archelaus still struck coins at 
Jerusalem. From this De Saulcy thinks that AF is an 
error, and that, instead of F, we should read S, which 
would give the 36th year of the Actian era, the year in 
which Coponius, the first imperial Procurator of Judaea, 
took possession of his post. Besides the date AF, Eckhel 
has given A6. This piece, according to De Saulcy, is a 
badly preserved coin of the year A0 (39). Cavedoni* also 
mentions pieces bearing the dates A (year 30), and AA 
(34), which are doubted by De Saulcy, for the reason given 
above. Till recently, this assumption of De Saulcy has 
not been contradicted. It is, however, stated by the 
Eev. H. C. Eeichardt, in a paper communicated to the 
Numismatic Chronicle^ that, whilst he was residing at 
Jerusalem, he procured two coins of Augustus, with the 
dates 33 and 35. He says, " the F on the first coin cannot 

' Doct. Num, Vet. yoI. iii. p. 497, and reaUy are bo. See woodcut 
(No. 1) and the arguments further on. 
^ Num, Bill. vol. i. p. 65, vol. ii. p. 39. * N.S. vol. ii. p. 271. 
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be mistaken. It is quite different from the C or S^ which 
stands for the numeral 6 ; there is likewise sufficient space 
to see that it is not the half of a C The other coin with 
the date AG, is equally clear and distinct, and not, as 
M. de Saulcy supposes, a badly preserved piece of the 
year A0." A solution to this enigma is now required, and 
it is necessary to examine by what era these coins were 
struck. A competent authority, Mommsen, seems to 
fiimish us with a fit solution. " If the numerals of these 
coins, so far as they were struck under Augustus, allude 
to the Actian era, then Cavedoni has proved beyond 
doubt, in opposition to De Saulcy, that the earliest of them 
would have occurred before the transformation of Judaea 
into a Koman Procuratorial province. But this accepta- 
tion is arbitrary and improbable, for the highest year of 
Augustus found on these coins is 41. We might much 
rather refer the era to the Koman ' anni Augustorum,' or 
much better to the ' anni Augusti,' which, according to 
Censorinus (cap. 21), began from the 1st of January 727 
(b.c. 27), and in which era the year 41 coincides with 767 
A.u.c. (a.d. 14), the year of the death of Augustus."* It 
will thus be seen that the highest date that could be 
found is* Ar (33=a.d. 6), theyear of Archelaus' expulsion, 
and that 34 and 35 would be quite correct, but not, as 
Cavedoni has published, the numerals A and A A.' We 
may then conclude, that previous to Judaea being under 
the Procuratorial system, this coinage had not been 
granted. 

^ Oeschichte des Romischen MSnzwesens, p. 719, note 190. 

® Three coins of this date are stated by M. Ameth to be in the Sojal 
collection at Vienna. (Caved. Btbl. Num, vol. ii. p. 40, note 22*.) 

7 Cavedoni's words are, " In the Wellenheim Catalogue (nos. 6973 — 
6974) the years A, AA are represented, and Lopez assures me that he 
has seen them on two of these small coins in the Museum of Parma." 
{BihL Nwn, vol. ii. p. 40.) 
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As regards the type of the palm-tree on the coins above 
described, Cavedoni alludes to the anointing of Herod 
palmetis pinguibus,^ 

There is a coin that has been ascribed by Sestini and 
others to Alexandria in Egypt, but Cavedoni thinks that 
it is far more likely to belong to Judaea. Its description is 
as follows : 

Ohv. K AI CAP, written between the rays of a star ; 
imder L.M. (year 40). 

Beo. CEBACTOC written in two lines. iE. III. 

The obverse of this coin greatly resembles the coins of 
Alexander Jannaeus, where his name is placed between 
the rays of a star.® The square C need not prove a 
difl&culty to the attribution, for it is also found on the coins 
of Herod I., and his sons.* The star may have been the 
symbol of prosperity, or a representation of the star of 
Julius or Dionaeus, which, according to the account of 
Virgil, shone over the head of Augustus, on the day of 
the battle of Actium.* 

Cavedoni,' as previously stated, has ascribed to Augustus 

a coin with the date L . A, which De Saxdcy* believes should 
read L . A, and be attributed to Tiberius. He imagiaes that 
it is struck in the 30th year of the Actian era, which woxdd 
answer to about B.c. 1, and brings forward several interest- 
ing remarks concerning the types. Cavedoni argues that 
if it should be given to Tiberius, the whole name TIBE- 
PIOC, or part of it, shoxdd be on the coin. He,, however, 
notices that Mionnet has described the coin with a legends 
effade on the reverse. It is, however, quite impossible 

8 Horace, Epist ii. 2, 184. » See p. 66. ^ See p. 89. 

' " Hinc Augustus agens Italos in proBlia Cssar, 

patriumque aperitur vertice sidus.** 

JEn. viii. 678-681 ; cf. Dionsi Caesaris astrum. Eel. ix. 47. 
' Bibl, Num. yoI. ii. p. 43 9eq. 
* Num. Jud. p. 141 ; pi. viii. 5. 



140 COINS STRUCK 

that this coin can belong to Augustus, nor will it answer 
to the year 30 of the era of Augustus, and I do not think 
that any of these coins were struck before the year 33 of 
this era, which is equivalent to a.d. 6, the year when 
Archelaus was deposed, and Coponius appointed as Pro- 
curator.* 

Further, Cavedoni attributes other sinnlar smaller coins 
to Judaea, which have been generally described by numis- 
matists as belonging to Alexandria. 

1. Ohv. KAIEAPOC. Two comua-copiae. 
Rev. CEBACTOY. An altar on which is a K (year 20). 

M. III. 




2. Oho. KAICAP. Comu-copiae. 

Reb. [E]6BA[CT0C]. An altar, with the date AH 
(year 38). {Rev. Num. 1853, pi. XI. 7). M. III. 

3. Oho. KAILAP02 («c), written round an altar, on 
which is KH (year 28). 

Rev. CEBALTOV (sic), in two lines within a laurel- 
wreath. (Museum of Este.) M. III. 

4. Oho. KAICAP in two lines, within a laurel-wreath. 
Reo. CEBAETO. Trireme. (Mionnet, vol. vi. p. 49, 

no. 35 bis.) -^. HI. 

5. Oho. KAI2AP02 in two lines, within a laurel- 
wreath. 

Reo. 2EBA2T . . . round an altar decorated with a 

« I find that De Saulcy states {Bev. Nwn. 1857, p. 297) that he 
received first from Spain, and then firom Jerusalem, several examples of 
this coin, and that the date is LA (year 4), and * comme en pouvait le 
pr^voir, le nom de TIBEPIOS s'y trouve en toutes lettres.* (See below, 
nnder Tiberius, p. 145.) 
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garland, between two trees. (Mionnet, vol. vi. p. 49, 
no. 35.) M. III. 

Comua-copise and laurel-wreaths are the usual emblems 
on the coins of the Asmonseans and the Herods. The 
trireme on no. 4, probably refers to the landing of Augustus 
on the Syrian coast in b.c. 20, when Herod I. repaired to 
Antioch, and afterwards accompanied him to the sea.® 
The altar between two trees (no. 5) Cavedoni thinks is 
the gateway of the house of Augustus to be seen on the 
Eoman family coins of the gens Cantnia^ placed between 
two laurel trees.^ L. Caninius GaUus was one of the 
three moneyers of Augustus in b.c. 18. It woxdd conse- 
quently follow that this coin was struck in that year or 
shortly after. 

These arguments are weU worthy of attention, but the 
fabric of the coins does not seem to us to be sufficiently 
Jewish in character. 



B. Beign op Tiberius. 



A.D. 14 — ^A.D. 37- 



The era of the ' anni Augusti ' was immediately aban- 
doned on the accession of Tiberius. 

There are coins extant of the first year of Tiberius. 

1. Obv. lOYAIA, written within a wreath. 

Bev. L . A (year 1). Diota. -^« 3. 

This piece is only known from the description of Cave- 
doni* after Mionnet.® It bears the name of Julia, the 

• Joseph. Antiq. xv. 10, 3 ; Dion. Cass. liv. 7. 

7 Cohen, MSdailles Consulavres^ pi. x. 4. 

8 Bihl Nim, vol i. p. 66 ; voL ii. p. 47. 

9 Suppl. voL viii. p. 377, no. 67. 
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mother of Tiberius, and was probably struck by the 
Procurator Valerius Gratus in a.d, 14, 

We will now pass on to coins of the second and follow- 
ing years. 




2. Obv. lOY — AIA, written in two lines, within a 
wreath, 

Hev. Ear of com : in Jield to the right and to the 

left L. B, (year 2=a.d. 15). (De Saulcy, pi. VIII. no. 7.) 

3. Obo. KAI — CAP, written in two lines, within a 
laurel-wreath. 

Bev. TIB. Two comua-copise ; between which L. B. 
(year 2=a.d. 15). M. 3. 

This coin is described by Cavedoni' from the Ducal 
Museum at Parma. 

The coins of the second year were also struck by order 
of Valerius Gratus. 




4. Obv. lOY — AIA, written in two lines, within a 
wreath.' 

Bev. A triple lily ; in Jield to the right and left L. F 
(year 3=a.d. 16). (De Saulcy, pi. VIII. no. 8.) ^. 4. 

This threefold flower, growing from one stem, seems to 

^ JBibL iTfim. vol. L p. 66 ; vol. ii. p. 48. 

* Cavedoni (Bibl. Num. vol. i. p. 70), suggests some connection 
between the name Julia or JLivia within a wreathy and the Hebrew word 
n^tb Liviah, a garland, or a wreath. 
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be a lily, but it also resembles a narcissus. Cavedoni' 
refers to the illustrations of this latter flower by MattioU, 
which were ' drawn from nature, and says, that there is 
one of them (no. 8) very similar to the flower on the coin 
of Jxdia. Pliny mentions the rubens lilium as being 
renowned in Antioch and Laodicsea, in Syria, and 
afterwards in FhasaeUs,^ a town and fertile district which 
Salome, Herod's sister, left as a legacy to Julia.* He 
has though probably confounded the rubens lilium with 
the narcissus purpureas \suave rubem\ of Virgil,® and the 
flower, whether a narcissus or a lily, on these coins of 
Julia, may refer to the valley in her possession, where very 
likely they flourished abundantly. Cavedoni quotes these 
coins of Livia, in confirmation of the translator, who 
explains the Hebrew word rh'^'zn {ChabatzeletK) by nar- 
dssusJ 

6. Oh). KAICAP, written within a garland. 

Reo. TIBEPIOY L.F (year 3 = a.d. 16). Two 
comua-copiae ; between them a cadwceus. ^. 3. 

This coin is published by the Eev. H. C. Reichardt, in 
the NumisTnaiic Chronicle^ but no engraving is given of 

* Bibl, Num, vol. ii. p. 60. 

^ Laudatissimum in Antioclu& et LaodiceA SyrisB, moz in Pliaselide. 
Nat. Hitt. xxi. 5. The town of Phasaelis was built bj Herod I. in 
a valley north of Jericho. (Joseph. Antiq. xvi. 5, 2, etc.) 

5 Joseph. Antiq, xviii. 2, 2. • Ucl v. 88. 

7 This Hebrew word occurs in the Song of Solomon (ii. 1.) and Isaiah 
(xxxv. 1). It has sometimes been translated lilj, sometimes narcissus, and 
sometimes rose, but I find stated in the English translation of Gesenius' 
Lexicon, by Dr. Tregelles, that this word is most accurately rendered by 
the Syriac translator (who uses the same word in its Syriac form), by 
autumn crocus, colchicum autwnnale, or meadow saffron, an autumnal 
fiower growing in meadows, resembling a crocus, of white and violet 
colour, growing from poisonous bulbs. 

^ N. S. voL ii. p. 274. An example of this coin was published as 
long ago as 1855 by De Saulcy. {Bull, Arch, de TAthen. Franc, Jan. 
1855, pp. 6, 6.) 
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it. A similar one is commmiicated by Dr. Friedlaender 
to Werlhof s translation of Cavedoni,' with the difference, 
however, that the one at Berlin seems to be without the 
caduceus. Apparently the same com as no. 5 was published 
by the Eev. CJhurchill Babington, in the Numismatic 
Chronicle^^ and was purchased by him at Lord North- 
wick's sale. I subjoin the engraving of it. 




Similar coins in the British Museum, and in the collec- 
tion of E. Wigan, Esq., read TIBEIPOC. 




6. Ohv. TIB— KAI— CAP, written in three lines, 
within a wreath. 

Rev. Palm. At foot of palm to right and left 
L. A (year 4=a.d. 17). The name lOYAIA was pro- 
bably written above, but has disappeared. (De Saulcy, 
pi. VIIL no. 9.) ^. 4. 




7. Ohv. lOYAI A, written above a vine-leaf. 

Rev. Diota; in t\i% field to right and left L. A (year 
4=A.D. 17). (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; cfi De Saulcy, pi. 
VIIL no. 6.) ^. 3. 



» Bm. Num. Tol. ii. p. 48. ' N. S. vol. ii. p. 67, pi. ii. no. 6. 
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8. Ohv. TIBEP . . . written above a vine-leaf. 

Rev. KAICAP written above a diota with lid; in 

field to right and left L. A (year 4=a.d. 17). (C^ De 
Saulcy, pi. Vni. no. 5.) M. 3. 

These two coins are ascribed by De Saulcy, in his 
Numismatique Jadalque^ to the year 1, but both the 
descriptions and the engravings are incorrect. A find of 
coins at Cadiz enabled De Saulcy to correct the descriptions 
he had previously given of them.' The first of these 
coins is cited by Eckhel* and Cavedoni,* with the date 
L. A. A coin of Julia, similar to nos. 7 and 8, but with 
obverse like nos. 1, 2 and 4, is also given by Cavedoni,* 

from Mionnet,^ with the date L. A. I have not seen a spe- 
cimen. The Diota on these coins is probably, according 
to Cavedoni,* one of the wine-cups, which Julia, with her 
husband Augustus, presented to the Temple at Jerusalem.* 

9. Oho. TIBePIOY KAICAPOC CG. Simpulum. 
Rev. lOYAIA C€ . Lily. 

This coin is given by EckheP and Cavedoni,* and has 
no date. De Saulcy thinks that the piece has been 

• Pp. 140, 141. 

' Bull, Archdolog. de rAthenaum Frangais^ Jan. 1855, pp. 5, 6. 

* Doet. Num, Vet, vol. iii. p. 498. 

* Bibl, Num, Tol. i. p. 65 ; vol. ii. p. 47 ; quoted by De Saulcy, JVuwi. 
Jud. p. 140. 

« Bibl. Num. vol. ii. p. 47. 7 Suppl. vol. viii. p. 377, no. 68. 

® Bihh Num. vol. ii. p. 49. 

9 T«v Wo Tov HcjSa^roD koI r^c yvvaiKVQ airrov irifiKpOivTiay di:paro^<Jp«v. 
Joseph. Bell. Jud. v. 13, 6. 

* Doci. Num. Vet vol. viii. p. 497. 

* Bibl. Num. vol. i. p. 65 ; vol. ii. p. 49. 
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misread, and that the letters following lOYAIA should 
not be C € but L. € (year 5). This is most probable. 



10. Obv. TIB — KAI — CAP, written in three lines, 
within a wreath. 

Sev. lOY — AIA. A palm. In Jield to right and 
left L. € (year 5 = a.d. 18). (De Saulcy, pi. VIII. no. 
10.) M. 3. 

11. Obv. lOYAIA, written within wreath. 

Bev. A triple lily. In feld to right and left L. S 
(year 6 = a.d. 19). 

This coin is given by Eckhel {l. c.) and Cavedoni (/. c). 
De Saulcy, though not exactly doubling it, thinks that it 
is probably badly read, and that the date should be L. F 
(year 3).' This type occurs on coins of that year. 



^^ 




12. Obv. Same legend and type as no. 10. 

Sev. Same legend and type as no. 10. In afield to 
right and left L. lA* (year 11 = a.d. 24). (De Saulcy, 
pi. VIII. no. 11.) JE. 3. 

Eckhel^ describes coins similar to nos. 10 and 12, 
with the dates L. A., 0, lA., lA. Cavedoni* also men- 
tions the date L. A. De Saulcy' thinks that these coins 

' yum. Jud. p. 142. 

* A coin in the collection of £. Wigan, Eeq. has the date L . AI. 

^ Doct. Num. Vet. toL iii. p. 498. 

< Bibl. Num. vol. i. p. 66, vol. ii. p. 49. ^ Num. Jud. f. 144. 
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really bear the dates A, € , and I A. I do not understand 

why he omits to allow L . 0. 

All the coins of Tiberius and Julia that we have 
hitherto described were struck by order of Valerius 
Gratus, excepting the coin with date L . lA, should such 
a coin be extant. 





13. Ohv. TIBEPIOY KAICaPOC L. IS (year 
16 = A.D. 29). Svmpulum.^ 

Eev. lOYAIA KAICAPOC. Three ears of com bound 
together. (De Saxdcy, pi. IX. nos. 1 and 2.) -/E. 3. 

De Saxdcy possesses a piece exactly similar, except 
that the date reads very legibly L. S.* He does not, 

however, believe that it can possibly 
belong to the sixth year, but sug- 
gests that the I (ibto) placed between 
the L and the S has disappeared, and that it is also a coin 
of the sixteenth year. EckheP and Cavedoni* cite coins of 
the same types with the years L. H and L. lA* (a.d. 21 
and 24). 

^ CaTedoni described this object as a eapeduncula before he had seen 
its true shape. He now thinks that it is certainly not a eapeduncula^ 
but some Jewish sacred vessel which Tiberius had himself presented to 
the Temple (Bibl Num, vol. ii. p. 61). 

^ See Num, Jud, pi. ii. no. 3. 

^ Doct, Num. Vet. vol iii. p. 498. * BM, Num, vol. ii. p. 49. 

' Though Eckhel and Cavedoni have cited coins with the date L . lA 
and type, a palm, similar to the coins with dates L . 6 and L . lA (nos. 
10 and 12), and also with dates L . H and L . I A, and type, a nmpulvm^ 
similar to the coins with date L . IS (no. 13), it is rather curious that 
none have yet been discovered ; a fact which somewhat confirms the idea 
of De Saulcy {Num. Jud, p. 145), that Pilate adopted on his accession a 
new type, and that consequently coins do not exist of the type of the 
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The date L. IS (a.d. 29) corresponds to the fifth year 
of the government of Pontius Pilate, and this coin is 
struck by that infamous Procurator. 

As regards the legend of this coin, Cavedoni* says, 

" Livia is here named lOYAIA KAICAPOG, and accord- 
ing to Eckhel the word firjTTjp (mother) is understood : 
perhaps, however, one might suggest the word ywrj 
(wife). If the word iirirqp was understood, it would be 
similar to the elliptic phrase Mapla ^Icoarj in the Gospel 
of St. Mark (xv. 47) ; and if yvpi^ is understood, to the 
phrase Maptd rj tov KXanra (John xix. 25). The flat- 
tering senate made the proposition to Livia, ut nommt 
[merit] Casaris adscriberetar IVLIAE FILIVS. (Tacit. 
Ann. i. 14.) Upon a stone of Carteia (Letronne, Inscr. 
de TEgypte^ t. ii. p. 370) the people honour AEIBIAN 
AYT0KPAT0P02 KAI2AP02, and upon a rare coin 
of Alexandria, Cleopatra is named F. M. A. T. viz. 
Tvvri MapKov AvTOKpdropos Tplrou (Eckhel, vol. iv. 
p. 23)." De Saulcy* prefers adopting the opinion of 
Eckhel, and Cavedoni, in his second volume, does not 
seem to hold very strongly to his first idea. To me it 
seems clear that the mother of Tiberius is intended to 
be commemorated on these coins, for the mfe was left 

simpulum or lituus preTious to a.d. 26. In this case, coins with the 
date L. lA. instead of having the type of those with the date L . lA, 
would have the type of coins with the date L . IS, and coins with the 
date L . H and L . lA, instead of having the type of those with L . IS, 
would have types of any coin previous to a.d. 25. This theory may, 
however, be incorrect, for coins of all these dates could exist, and new 
types may not have been adopted upon the accession of a new Procu- 
rator. Cavedoni {BibL Num. vol. ii. p. 39 seq.) has rejected the idea 
that any of these coins were struck by order of the Procurators, and 
certainly proved as much, till Mommsen set the matter at rest (see 
p. 138). 

* Bibl, Num, vol. i. p. 67, and notes, ^ Num. Jud, p. 145. 
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to die of hunger in a.d, 14, and if these coins belong 
to her, they were of course all struck after her death. 
The mother of Tiberius, on the other hand, lived to 
A.D. 29, the last year of which we possess these coins. 




14. Ohv. [TIBEP]IOY KAICAPOC. Utuus. 
Rev. L. IS (year 16 = a.d, 29), written within a 
wreath. (De Saulcy, pi. IX. no. 5.) M. 3, 




15. Ohv. Same legend and type as no. 14. 
Rev. L. IZ (year 17 = a.d. 30), written within a 
wreath. (De Saulcy, pi. IX. no. 6.) M. 3. 




16. Ohv. Same legend and type as no. 14. 
Rev. L . IH (year 18 = a.d. 31), written within a wreath. 
(De Saulcy, pi. IX. nos. 4, 7.) M. 3. 

The new type of the last three coins* was evidently 
adopted by Pontius Pilate after the death of Julia, in 
A.D. 29, and may have been suggested by the strong 
passion Tiberius is known to have had for augurs and 
astrologers.' 

® Cavedoni {Bihl. Num. vol. ii. p. 48) gives a coin of this type with 
the date L. lA. He also quotes one from Sestini {Deser. Num, Vet, 
p. 547, no. 7), with L . lA. I have not seen a specimen of these coins. 
(See note 3 on p. 147.) 

7 Joseph. Jjntiq^, xviii. 6, 9 ; Suet, in Tib. 69. 

M 
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Cavedoni* supposes the following coin to have been 
struck in Judaea, on account of the similarity of the 
reverse type to a coin of Agrippa I.* 

Ohv. TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC 

Reo. AYTOKPATOPOC. Three ears of com growing 
on the same stalk. J£i. 3. 

Cavedoni^ has attributed to Julia Augusta some coins 
which De Saulcy* had ascribed to Judas Aristobulus and 
Antigonus. De Saulcy has read lOYA' instead of lOYA, 
and mistakes other letters, without remarking that the C 

for 2^ and other crescent-shaped letters, woxdd have been 
incorrect at that time, as on the authentic coins of 

Alexander Jannseus the 2 and the E were always of 
regular shape. Moreover, adds Cavedoni, the inscription 
would have been in Hebrew, or at least bilingual, and 
not Greek alone. 




Oho. lOYA— I A C€ B, vrithin a wreath. 
Rev Two comua-copise, between them a poppy- 
head (?). (De Saulcy, pi. IV. no. 1.) M. 3. 

De Saulcy* is fiir from content with this new attribu- 



8 Bill. Num, vol. li. p. 48. • See p. 104. 

^ Bibl, Num. vol. li. pp. 48 and 60. 

2 Num. Jud, pp. 102, 103. 

» The legend ad given by De Saulcy (Z. e.) is lOYAA. . BASIA ? A ? 
This does not agree with his engraving (pi. IV. no. 1), for there the 2 
in BA2IA is drawn C. Mr. Poole (Art. Money ^ Dr. Smith's Diet of the 
Bible, vol. ii. p. 413) adopts De Saulcy's opinion only as a ' probable 
attribution,' and describes the coins as " copper coins with Greek in- 
scriptions, * Judah the King,' and A for Antigonus ?" 

* Eev. Num. 1857, p. 297. 
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tion. He says, "Je Tai mal lue, j'en conviens sans 
difficult^ ; mais M. Cavedoni Ta encore plus mal class^e." 
Levy* considers that Cavedoni's attribution rests on good 
grounds. As regards the types of the comua-copiae and 
laurel-wreath, similar types may be found on coins of 
Tiberius,® which is somewhat a confirmation of Cave- 
doni's suggestion, though we find on the coins of Tiberius 
a cadticeus and not a poppy-head. It is doubtful if this 
coin is correctly engraved in De Saulcy. 

C. Eeign op Caius (Caligula). 

A.D. 37 — JL.Ji. 41. 

Of the reign of Caligula no coins have at present been 
discovered. The Procurator would be Marullus, who 
was sent to take the place of Marcellus. There are, how- 
ever, coins of Agrippa I. struck .under Caligula.^ 

D. Reign op Claudius. 

A.D. 41 — ^A.D. 54. 




1. Oho. [TI . KAAYAIOC] KAICAP re[PM] L.ir 
(year 13). Two palm-branches or ears of com laid cross- 
wise. 

Reo. [lOY]— AIA AF— Pinni— NA, written in 
four lines within a wreath. (De Saulcy, pi. IX. no. 9.) 

MA. 

^ Jad, MUmen, p. 76, note 2. ^ See nos. 3 and 5. 

7 See p. 108. 

M 2 
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2. Ohv. The same as no, 1, excepting the date, which is 
L.I A (year 14). 

Bev. The same as no. 1. (De Saulcy, pi. IX. No. 10.) • 

^.4. 

The years 13 and 14 of Claudius correspond to a.d. 53 
and A.D. 54, the last two years of his reign, and in a.d. 52 
Felix had succeeded Ventidius Cumanus, as Procurator of 
Judaea. 

These coins are probably the only ones which represent 
the family name of Agrippina 11. — lOYAIA.* 

There exist also similar pieces to those we have just 
described, commemorating the Caesars Nero and Britan- 
nicus. 




Oh). NEPW. KAAY . KAICAP, written round two 
shields and two small lances placed cross-wise. 

Reo. BPIT . KAL L. lA (year 14). Pahn-tree. (De 
Saulcy, pi. IX. no. 11.) M. 4. 

This coin was also struck is a.d. 54 by the Procurator 
Felix. 

^ This coin is engraved in Conybeare and Hom^ov^f^ Life of St. Paul 
(vol. i. p. 160 ; see also p. 138), and strangely described as illustrating 
the connection between Claudius and Agrippa I. ! 

• Eckhel, DoeL ^um. Vet vol. vi. p. 259. Cavedoni (Bibl Num, vol. 
ii. p. 52, note) quotes an inscription of Ilium from Gruter (no. 8610), 
which is dedicated lOYAIAe SEBASTHe ArPinnEINHi by Claudius 
and his sons, j;he Caesars Nero and Britannicus, probably in the year 
A.D. 53 or 54. 
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EckheP has also given the date L.IA(year 11), and 
Cavedoni* has adopted it. De Saulcy' considers that this 
variety is misread for L . lA. No specimens with L . I A 
have yet been fomid. 



E. Reign of Nero. 

A.D. 54 — A D. 68. 




• 1. Ohv. L . 6 (year 5) KAICAPOC, written on either 
side of a palm-branch. 

Rev. N€P — UNO — C, written in three lines, within 
a wreath, (De Sanlcy, pL IX. no. 12.) M. 4. 

There are varieties of this coin reading N6P0N0 
and N€PUJN. Other incorrect spellings are to be found 
on Jewish coins, AFPIITA for ArPinilA, on coins of 

Agrippa I., and BACIAGOC, instead of BACIAeQC, 
on coins of Antigonus and Agrippa XL 

The year 5 of Nero corresponds to a.d. 58, the last 
year but two of the Procuratorship of Claudius Felix. 

* Doct. Nwm. VeL vol. iii. p. 498 ; vol. vi p. 254. 
« Bihl. Num. vol. i. p. 66 ; voL ii. p. 52. 

* Num. Jud, p. 150. 



CHAPTER VIL 

MONEY STRUCK DURING THE FIRST REVOLT OF THE JEWS. 

Gessius Florus, who, as previously stated,^ succeeded 
Albinus in a.d. 65, proved even a greater tyrant than his 
predecessor. Ahready, under former Procurators, had 
the enmity of the Jews towards their oppressors found 
vent in many outbreaks, which only lasted for a short time. 
These insurrections were always quickly subdued, and the 
Jews only postponed their attempts for attaining inde- 
pendence to a suitable time. The conduct of Florus in 
oppressing the people helped to increase the feeling of 
hostility to Rome. It was owing to certain events happen- 
ing at Caesarea, that the Jews were brought into direct 
hostility with Rome. Two parties laid claim to the city, 
the Greeks and the Jews. The claim of the former find- 
ing favour with the Romans, and the religion of the Jews 
having been in aeveral instances insulted by the inhabi- 
tants of Caesarea, the Jews broke out into open rebellion. 
Florus, instead of hastening to Caesarea to quell the flame of 
the war, fiirther insulted the oppressed Jews by attempting 
to obtain seventeen talents from the treasure in the 
Temple, pretending ' that Caesar wanted them.' We must 
pass over briefly the accoimt of the fearftd tumult that 
ensued, of Queen Berenice's pleading barefoot before 
Florus, and only allude to the famous speech that 
Agrippa 11. made to the Jews, entreating them to pause 
ere they made war with Rome. It was of no avail. 

^ See p. 135. 
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Hitherto it had been customary for the governor of the 
Temple to offer sacrifices for the welfare of the Roman 
Empire ; but Eleazar, the son of the High-Priest Ananias,' 
refused to do so, massacred the Roman garrison, and 
remained master of the town for some time.' Cestius 
Gallus, the governor of Syria, who had already suffered 
one defeat at Beth-horon from Simon, son of Gioras, ad- 
vanced from his camp at Scopus towards Jerusalem. The 
Jews rushing forth repulsed the advancing Romans, and 
Cestius was obliged to retire. After three days' delay, he 
again advanced, and the Roman army was completely 
defeated. This took place in a.d. 66. The part that 
Eleazar, son of Ananias, took in the history of which 
we are treating, was not of very long duration. Imme- 
diately afi«r the defeat of Cestius Gallus, he was sent with 
others into IdumsBa in military command, and nothing 
more is known of him.^ 

Already in these early struggles had Eleazar, the son 
of Simon, signally distinguished himself among the 
Zealots, and especially when he returned to Jerusalem 
with a great part of the treasures taken from Cestius and 
the Romans. Yet as he was of a tyrannical spirit, the 
office of governor of the city was not granted to him, but 

' This Ananias is the High-Priest before whom St. Paul was tried, 
and of whom he said, " Otoi shall smite thee, thou whited waU.'* (Acts 
xxiii. 3.) He was the son of Nebedsus, and was appointed to the 
High-Priesthood by Herod king of Chalcis, in the place of Joseph, son 
of Camjdus. (Joseph. Antiq, xx. 6, 2.) He appears to have been 
High- Priest with Jonathan, who was killed hj order of Felix. {JBelL 
Jud, ii. 12, 6 ; Aniiq, xx. 8, 5.) He must have been deposed just before 
the departure of Felix to Rome {Antiq, xx. 8, 8), and was eventually 
killed at the commencement of the Jewish war. {Bell. Jud, ii. 17, 9.) 
He must not be confounded with Ananias or Ananus. (See notef 
p. 158.) No distinction appears to have been made between them in 
Smith's Diet, of the Bible, and Kitto's Bibl. Cyc. (s.v. Ananias). 

« Joseph. Bell. Jud. ii. 17, 2. * Joseph. Bell. Jud. ii. 20, 4. 
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tliis post was given jointly to Joseph, the son of Gorion,* 
and Ananus the High-Priest. The Zealots, however, 
were devoted to Eleazar, for the " want of money, and 
the subtle tricks used by him, brought all so about, that 
the people were circumvented, and submitted themselves to 
his authority in all public aflfairs," Generals were also 
chosen for the provinces, and amongst them, for the two 
Galilees and the city of Gamala, Josephus the Historian, 
who afterwards assumed the name of Flavins. He ftdfiUed 
his arduous duty with great prudence and energy, and was 
continually engaged in thwarting the plots of his rival John, 
the son of Levi, of Gischala. Josephus neglected nothing in 
order to place Galilee in a proper condition for resistance, but 
his devices — with all their ingenuity — failed to hinder the 
efforts of the Eomans ; and at last the city of Jotapata 
fell. On the capture of this city, a.d. 67, Josephus was 
taken prisoner, or rather allowed himself to be taken ; and 
in quick succession the cities of Tiberias, Taricheae, 
Gamala, and Gischala, which the above-mentioned John 
held in possession, also were captured. 

After the fall of Gischala, John, son of Levi, escaped 
to Jerusalem, where he was received in the most flattering 
manner, for being a man of subtle powers, he soon 
obtained a very influential position. The character given 
of him by Josephus, with whom he was at enmity, is by no 
means favourable, and though after circumstances went 
far to justify the correctness of the Historian's views, it is 
not imlikely that personal antipathy may have sharpened 
his invectives. In the mean time dissensions were predo- 
minant at Jerusalem between the factions and their 



^ This Joseph, son of Gorion (Joseph, JBell, Jud, ii. 20, 4), is called 
in another place Gorion, the son of Joseph (JBelL Jud. iv. 3, 9). He 
was slain at the commencement of the tumults by the Zealots (BelL 
Jud. iv. 6, 1). 
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leaders^ which had no doiibt contributed much to the fall 
of the G^lilaean cities. The fugitives from these cities were 
very bitter against the cautious Moderate party, who were 
still very powerfiil at Jerusalem, and had banished Simon, 
son of Gioras, who had previously distinguished himself 
in the overthrow of the Eomans imder Cestius Gallus, 
He had, in consequence, with his band of robbers, taken 
up his abode at Acrabattine, but an army having been 
sent against him by Ananus, he retired and leagued him- 
self with the robbers {Sicarii^ who had taken possession 
^f the fortress of Masada. 

Affecting to join the party of Ananus, John of Gis- 
chala was in frequent correspondence with the Zealots, 
who continued mercilessly to oppress the people and to 
make them victims of their extortions. All power in 
the people to resist these harpies— enemies more deadly 
than the Eomans — seemed paralyzed, and it was not till 
*' Gorion the son of Joseph," ' and Simeon, the son of 
Gamaliel,* had encouraged them, and Jesus, son of Ga- 

^ The Siearii were so named from using small swords, not much 
different in length from the Persian acinaceSy but somewhat crooked 
and like the Boman siea (Joseph. JrUiq, zx. 8, 10). Thej used to 
murder people in the daytime, and in the midst of the city, with 
daggers (£i^/3(a) which they concealed under their garments. Jonathan 
the High-Priest was slain by them, and they were so cunning, that when 
those they had stabbed fell down dead, they themselves took part in 
the indignation against the murderers ! (Bell, Jud. ii. 13, 3.) They 
are called ]1p'»npD and ^^np"*© in the Talmud. (Levy, JUd, Munzen^ 
p. 85, note,) 

7 See p. 156, note. 

^ Simeon, the son of Gamaliel, was President of the Jewish Sanhe- 
drim. He was a friend of John of Gischala, and attempted to persuade 
the High-Priests, Ananus and Jesus, son of Oamala, to get rid of Jose- 
phus, but unsuccessfully (F»to, sect. 38 eeq). Nevertheless, Josephus 
speaks of him " as excelling others in the accurate knowledge of the 
laws of their country," and holds him up as *' a man of great wisdom 
and reason, and capable of restoring public affairs, by his prudence, 
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mala, and Ananus the son of Ananus, had long and elo- 
quently harangued them, that they were moved, and that 
they demanded to be led to battle against them. The 
result was a civil war in the city, into which the Idu- 
maeans, by request of Simon, soon entered, making the con- 
tests of the £ax^tions still more dreadful. Ananus, against 
whom the animosity of the Zealots was particularly di- 
rected, was slain,^ and a general massacre of the people 
followed. With the death of Ananus, of whose justice 
and vigUance Josephus speaks in high terms, all hopes of 
peace died out. At length the Idumseans left the city, 
and the Zealots, who now found themselves masters, did 
not cease to practise their iniquities. While the Holy 
City was the scene of continual and fatal dissensions, and 
the Bomans were advancing to subdue it, another enemy 
appeared, in the person of Simon, son of Gioras. As 
cruel, as relentless as John of Gischala, he was, however, 
a man of less ability. He had, during the insurrection in 

"vi^lieii they were in an ill poetnre^ (Swa/icvoc re irpay fiara icaicaic xelfuva 
fpoyfi<ni rf kavrov diopStiKratrBax. Fit. L &.). His father ^G-amaliel was 
the celebrated Jewish doctor, * the Beauty of the Law/ and grandson 
of HilleL He it was who pleaded the cause of St. Peter and the other 
Apostles (Acts v. 84 — iO), and was the preceptor of St. Paul (Acts 
xxii. 8). He is said to have died eighteen years before the destruction 
of Jerusalem. His son Simeon, of whom we here speak, perished in 
the ruins of the dty. For further particulars about Gfamaliel and his 
teaching, see Conybeare and Howson, Id/e of 8L Fauly vol. i. p. 69 9eq. 
^ Ananus the son of Ananus (or Ananias, Joseph. Jntiq. zz. 0, 2 ; 
JBelL Jud. ii. 12, 6), is probably the High-Priest who was Accused before 
Agrippa II. of the murder of James the Just, and deprive at that time 
of the priesthood (Joseph. Antiq. xz. 9, 1). He must, however, in the 
constant changes have been re-appointed, as we find him High-Priest and 
governor of the city (Bell, Jud. u. 20, 8), and, with Jesus, son of Oa- 
mala, the most esteemed of the High-Priests (Bell, Jud, iv. 8, 9). He is 
said to have plotted with John of GKschala against Josephus (Vita, sect. 
88). His speech to the people is given in Josephus (Bell. Jud, iv. 8, 10) ; 
and his death, together with Jesus, the son of Gumala,in Bell, Jud. iv. 5,2. 
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Jerusalem, collected a considerable army, and encamping 
before its walls made war upon the city from without, as 
John of Gischala within. To quote the words of Mil- 
man/ ' those who stayed were tyrannised over by John, 
those who fled massacred by Simon/ The party of 
John, however, soon divided, and the Idumaeans and 
Zealots were again quarrelling. Dreading the power of 
the latter, the Idumaeans assembled a council of ihe chief 
priests, at which it was resolved that Simon should be 
invited to enter the city, even though they introduced ' a 
second tyrant ' within its walls. Accordingly Simon granted 
them * his lordly protection,' and entered Jerusalem. 
The people, upon this, made joyfrd acclamations and 
haQed him as their deliverer and preserver. It was about 
this time that Galba, after the death of Nero, was saluted as 
Emperor, but before he could establish himself, he was 
murdered, and Otho, who had opposed him, committed 
suicide. The German legions then set up Vitellius, whilst 
the legions at Alexandria named their general Vespasian. 
Vitellius was killed, and Vespasian was decreed by the 
Senate Emperor at Rome. Amidst such fluctuating cir- 
cumstances, Vespasian did not think it adviseable to pro- 
secute the war against the Jews, but dispatched his son 
Titus to effect the conquest of the capital of Palestine, 
and so complete the subjugation of the entire country. 

In the city there were now three great factions, headed 
respectively by Eleazar, John of Gischala, and Simon, 
son of Gioras. Eleazar still held his position in the 
Temple, while John of Gischala remained in the Tower 
of Antonia. Simon, whose head-quarters were in the 
Tower Fhasaelus, held the district north of the Temple. 
While John enjoyed an advantage over Simon, Eleazar 
enjoyed a similar advantage over John. It is worthy of 

^ HUtory of the Jews, vol. ii. p. 360. 
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remark, that wliile the contests of these three factions were 
raging in Jerusalem, the usual sacrifices were being made 
upon the altar in the Temple, and that the inhabitants 
and even strangers still wended their way thither, praying 
and sacrificing as of yore, though their devotions were 
interrupted by the stones and arrows which the contending 
parties were discharging at each other. John at last 
obtained possession of the Temple by stratagem, and, 
assassinating Eleazar, thus reduced the factions to two. 

It is scarcely to be wondered at, that the intestine trou- 
bles at Jerusalem made many pray for the speedy arrival 
of the Romans. At last, in the spring of a.d. 70, Titus 
arrived before Jerusalem, thus compelling the two leaders 
to lay aside their mutual animosities, and to join in 
opposing their common enemy. The Romans gradually 
advanced the work of the siege. The Jews abandoned 
the first wall ; the second was then lost and regained. 
Still the heights of Sion, the Antonia and the Temple, 
seemed impregnable. But there was another enemy at 
work in the city, whose stealthy progress helped to accom- 
plish the work which the legions of Titus had yet failed 
to do. The dearth of provisions, from which the inhabi- 
tants had been suffering, had at last ended in famine. 
The details of this part of the siege are fiightful, and are 
well-known. When thfe siege had proceeded some littie 
. time, Titus tried to persuade the inhabitants to smrender, 
but his offers were rejected and the siege was again 
renewed. The Antonia was at length taken; and eventu- 
ally the Temple, the Jews fighting desperately, contesting 
the ground inch by inch. It was against the wish of 
Titus that the Temple should be destroyed, but a Roman 
soldier thrusting a brand between the hinges of one of its 
doors, it was soon one mass of flames. A fearful carnage 
ensued ; the treasures were plundered and destroyed, and 
the fury of the Roman' soldiers, as they ran through the 
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city, slaying indiscriminately all who came in their way, 
was mibomided. 

The two leaders, John of Gischala and Simon son of 
Gioras, fled for awhile from the Romans. John, pressed 
by hunger, soon delivered himself up, and his life was 
spared. Simon son of Gioras was less fortunate, and to 
complete the triumph of Titus was carried to Bome, exhi- 
bited at the Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, and executed 
near the Forum.* Thus fell Jerusalem, and, to use the 
words of Josephus, " the whole of it was so thoroughly 
laid even with the ground by those that dug it up to the 
foundation, that no one visiting it would believe it had 
ever been inhabited." * 

A. Eleazar. 

For the time of the Revolt under Nero, Cavedoni and 
De Saulcy have published only two brass coins, which are 
described below.* But is it not rather remarkable that the 
four years of the Revolt, during which time Jerusalem was 
continuously in the hands of the Jews (from the year a.d« 
66 — A.D. 70), should be so totally barren of Jewish numis- 
matic history ? Fortunately, the discovery of De Vogu6* has 
supplied this deficiency, and though he has not obtained 

* Bapycopac 6 Apxiav avTwV icai fidvot ye oiroe kv toIq iwtvikioiQ Uo- 
Xatrdri, Dion. Cass. Ixvi 7 ; ef. Joseph. Bell. Jud. vii. 6, 6. 

« Bell. Jud, vii. 1, 1. Josephus says that 97,000 were carried cap- 
tive during the war and that 1,100,000 perished during the siege {Bell. 
Jud, vi. 9, 3), besides the 40,000 who were allowed to go where they 
pleased {Bell, Jud. vi. 8, 2). These numbers amount to 1,237,000, It 
is certain that Josephus has much exaggerated, and that, taking the 
extreme, there may have been 60,000 or 70,000 in the city when Titus 
came against it. (Smith's Diet, of the Bible, vol. i. p. 1026.) 

* See the two copper coins ascribed to the Supreme Authority, at the 
end of section C. p. 180. 

6 Bev, Numismatique, 1860, p. 280 seq. 
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as TDBuy results from the coins of Eleazar' as lie might 
have done, this task has been undertaken by Levy, who 
haa certainly made great advancement in the history of 
later Jewish numismatics. 




1. Ohv. ■jmsn' -its'pH, Eleamr Eakkohen. " Eleazar 
the High-Priest." Vase; in field to right a palm- 
brandi. 

Rev. pw]"!©* nb«b nrw na», Shenaih Achath Ligullaih 
IsT\aeT\. "First year of the redemption of Israel." 
Cluster of grapes. {Rev. Num. 1860, pL XIU. no. 1.) 

AIL4. 

A similar coin to this bad already been published by 
De Saulcy (pi. XII. no. 7), but without die specimen above 
^ven it was impossible to decipher it with accuracy. 
But by comparing the inscriptions, there is not the slight- 
est doubt of the accuracy of the readings. 



2. Ohv. ini3n ■>[«]'?«, Eleazar Eakhjhen. " Eleazar the 
High-Priest." Vase ; in field to right a pahn-branch. 



■ De VoguS (l.e.) haa seen that only Eleasar, son of Simon, and not 
hiB cotemporarf, Eleasar, son of Ananiaa, could have struck coinB, aa 
tlie latter's r6le was only of short duiation (see p. 155). 

^ The Vau in this word b remarkable, as it does not occur upon ihe 
earlier coins. On the copper coins, the word is written without the 
Vau (see below, p. 164). 
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Rev. \y\\s)^\XD\ iSiTwow, within a wreath. (Bev* Num. 
1860, pi. XIIL no. 2 ; c/ De Saulcy, pi. XXL no. 1.^ 

AR. 4. 

The vase and palm-branch® on these coins are supposed 
by Levy to bear some resemblance to a coin of Herod I. 
It has, however, most probably been badly described. 
(See p. 90, no. 15.) 

These silver coins of Eleazar throw a great deal of 
light on the curious copper coins which have so long been 
an enigma. De Saulcy * speaks of them as decidedly un- 
readable, on account of the letters being cast here and 
there over the^?c? of the piece. Perez Bayer* published 
two coins of the same class, and thought that they were 
formed of letters composing a secret alphabet, though De 
Saulcy does not agree in this hypothesis. The description 
of these coins is as follows : 

® Both De Saulcy (^m. Jud. p. 163) and De Yogu^ (Bev. Num. 
1860, p. 282, note) consider tliis a forged specimen, manufactured in 
imitation of a genuine one. De Yogu^ thinks that the forger haa copied 
the two sides from two different coins, one of Eleazar's and one of 
Simon's, as he has taken the obverse from one and the reverse from the 
other. Levy, however, suggests {Jiid. Jffinirefi, p. 89, note 2) that a 
coin may have existed with Eleazar's name on one side, and Simon's on 
the other, and that it was in reality stamped when the two leaders were 
at peace, and stamped joint coins, and that this one may have been 
forged from one of these. 

' Levy {Jud. Muntenj p. 135) suggests that the vase and palm- 
branch, which types occur also on coins of Simon, son of Gioras (see 
below), bear some connection to a ceremony in the Temple, with the 
sprinkling of water, which took place every day, but on the seventh 
day of the Feast of Tabernacles was solemnly celebrated with illumina- 
tions. A golden pitcher, filled with three Log (a Log equals the contents 
of six eggs, G^sen. Thea. s.v. nb), was filled from the spring of Siloam, 
and when the priests arrived with it at the Water-Oate, they blew jubi- 
lant strains, etc. 

^ Num. Jud, pp. 167—168 ; ^. pL XTTT. no. 7. 

^ De Num. Hebrteis, p. 66, pi. L nos. 4, 6 ; ^ p. 155. 
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3. Obv. ^3 _ ^ i.e. Eleazar Eakkohen-. " Eleazar the 
High-Priest," written backwards, in two lines on either 
side of a palm-tree. 

Sev. [b«]"iHr' n^Ki"? nnw naip, Shenaih Achath Idgu- 
llatk Isrlael]. "Firetyearof theredemptionoflsrael." A 
cluster of grapes. {Rev. Num. 1860, pi. XIII. 3, 4.) * jE.4. 

Levy attributes to Eleazar the shekels of the first and 
second year, given by De Saulcy* to Simon Bar-cochab, 
at the commencement of the insmrection which placed 
him at the head of the Jewish nation. Levy at the same 
time throws out the suggestion that they were struck 
under the authority of the Sanhedrim.' 



Ohv. nba?!")^, Jerusalem. A tetrastyle temple. 

Rev. bsiH?' n^w"; nnw ran?, Shenaih Achath LdguUath 
Israel. " First year of the redemption of Israel." Ethrog 
andiufoft.' (De Saulcy, pi. XI.no. 1.) AE. 7. 

* These coiiu of Eleazar have been briefly noticed by the Bev. H. J. 
Boae, in Smith's Diet, of ike Bible (a.T. Shekel), and he has been pecu- 
liarly infelicitous in their description. No. 1 is stated to be of copper, 
whereas it is of tUver, and no. S is described as nleer, and said to have 
been first published by Beichardt, whereas it is of copper, and was first 
published by De Saulcy as unreadable, and afterwards by De Togiie as 
belonging to Eleazar. 

* Num. Jud. pp. 168—159, pi. XI, noB. 1, 3. 

s Jad. Mettsea, p. 91. Cf. Joseph. Sell. Jud. ii. 20, 5. See p. 179. 

* Those both occur on the coins of Simon Maccaba^us (p. 47 ; ^ p. 
50). The Ethrog alone is only found on his coins (p. 47, no. 9j, 



FIRST REVOLT OF THE JEWS. 165 

The pieces of the second year are similar in types to 
those of the first, only the reverse inscription is *)nb 3XD 
bvnixr*^ Schin heth ^= sTienath shethaim) Lacherluth] 
Israel [nn abbreviated for rmn]. " The second year of 
the deliverance of Israel/' This legend has been restored 
by De Vogu6/ who says that the representation of this 
coin given in De Saulcy is incorrect.* 

These coins are somewhat similar, both in legends and 
types, to the coins of the Maccabeean princes, yet their 
fabric, which is of much later workmanship than that of 
Simon, shows that they must not be attributed to the 
Maccabees.^ Levy says, *the representation of the 
Temple on coins which Eleazar struck, as chief of the 
sanctuary, is not out of place. Generally speaking, the 
Temple is a suitable symbol of this period, as the last 
Palladium around which men rallied, and its representation 
on these shekels can thus be explained.' " 

7 Bev. Num. Franc, 1860, p. 287, note, 

^ Fl. XI. no. 8. De Saulcy speaks of tliis coin as doubtful {Num, Jud. 
p. 159), and I should be inclined to agree with him from the fact that 
it bears the word [ni]inb, instead of nbwab, as upon the similar coins 
of the first year. This observation, however, must not be considered as 
conclusive, as upon a copper coin of Simon Nasi of the first year, we 
find nbHsb, and upon a similar one of the second year Dinnb. (See 
below, under Simon Nasi, nos. 2 and 3, p. 177.) 

* The reason that Levy would attribute the shekels of the first year 
to Eleazar, rather than to Simon, son of GKoras, or to Simon Bar- 
cochab, is that they bear a similar legend to the coins of the first year 
of Eleazar. The legend on them is bfcnny* nbMsb, '* Of the redemption 
of Israel." {Jiid, MOnzen^^, 120.) The shekels with a star have not only 
the name, " Simon," but, instead of nbbcb, * of the redemption,' the form 
ninnb, " of the deliverance," which is not found on the coins of Eleazar. 

w Jad. MUnzen, p. 92. Cavedoni {Bihl. Num. vol. ii. p. 66) thinks 
that the obverse type of these shekels represents the Saerarium of a 
Jewish synagogue, the middle being the aron^ or ark, containing the rolls 
of the sacred books. 

N 
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The shekel engraved above and now attributed by 
Levy to Eleazar and the Sanhedrim, was proposed by 
De Vogu6^ to be given to Simon, son of Gioras, and 
struck A.D. 66—67, although he was not master of Sion 
till the third year of the war." The four copper coins, 
also, with the legend, " Simon, Prince of Israel," and 
given by De Saulcy' to Simon Bar-cochab, De Vogu6 
suggests might also belong to this same Simon, though 
he prefers, " notwithstanding the difference of style that 
they present to the small coins of the Asmonseans, to 
restore them to Simon Maccabaeus," and considers them 
" as the models imitated, iirst more exactly by Eleazar, 
and then more freely by Bar-cochab, to recall their 
glorious souvenirs." This last suggestion is not likely to 
meet with much consent, and they are all four attributed 
by Levy to Simon Nasi.* 

The reverse type of these shekels of the Eikrog and 
the Lulah reminded the Jews of the Feast of Tabernacles. 
This festival happened to take place at the beginning of 
the iirst Jewish war.* Cavedoni® observes that the Eihrog 
placed on the left shows that the Lulah should be carried 
in the right hand, and the fruit in the left. 



B. Simon, son op Gioras. 

Simon, son of Gioras, struck money with types exactly 
the same or similar to those of Eleazar. 



^ Bev. Num. 1860, p. 289. 

^ 'Evcavr^ Tphf rov iroXifjiov, Joseph. JBelL Jtid, iv. 9, 12. 

* JVtm. Jud. pi. XI. no. 2 ; XIII. no. 8 ; XIV. nos. 2, 3. 

* See section C. Coins of Simon, son of GhunalieL 
« Joseph. JBell Jud. ii. 19, 1, 2. 

« Bibl Num. vol. ii. p. 66 ; see p. 60 of our work. 
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1. Obv. irana?,' Simony within a wreath. 

Sev. ubwTil<] nl^]^^^r^hy Lacherlulth [Jejntsalem.. "Tlic 
deliverance of Jerusalem." A pitcher and palm-branch. 
(De Saulcy, pi. XII. no. 4.) AR. 4. 




'*,*>' 



2. Obv. jiroa?, Simon. Ouster of grapes. 

^ This word should be written )17&tlT ; but similar tranepoBitiona are 
jreqnent on ihe coioa of Simon. Of the five coins given by De S&ulcjr 
in pi. XII. two (noa. 3 and 5) read ISIDIP, two (nos. 4 and 6) read 
ISann?, and one (no. 7) has only the two lettora 5D remaining. A spe- 
cimen in Mr. Wigan's cabinet, similar to the one here engraved, has 
1731307, with the 'ti iy(»u), a form occurring on some of the copper 
coins. (See the one engraved below, no. 12, and De Saulcy, pi. XIV. 
nos.7, 8, 9.) I have only noticed it on three other silver coins , one 
(no. 3)of Simon, son of Oioras, and the two others which arebothinthe 
British Museum, (no. 3) of Simon, son of Oioras, and no. 3 of Simon 
Bar-cochab. Cavedoni (Bibl. Jfum. vol ii. p. GO, nole 84) presumes that 
the coiner made use of moveable metal letters in the preparation of the 
die, as we know that the ancients used moveable letters of boxwood 
and ivory to teach children their alphabet. (Quintil. Itut. i. 2.) De 
Saulcy {Hitm. Jud. p. 163) observes on these coins: " Three of these 
coins, which come &om Jerusalem, are evidently forged with much 
skill in imitation of an ancient specimen ; they all three have a hole in 
the same place, and offer the same traces of a legend, which appears to 
be ISV. lASASIAN P and in which the name of Vespasian may be 
recognised. The original of the piece was then struck on a denariut of 
Tespasian. VUlalpanduB {Appar. Vrb. t. iii. p. 881) has published this 
coin, and after him Bayer (p. 29, note 88)." The one engraved above 
has, however, no traces of recoining, and Levy assigns it to Simon, son 
of Oioras. The other pieces belong to Ben-Kosiba (Bar-cochab). 
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Bev. {sic) "ntw [nijinb aw, Schin Beth (= Shenatk 
Shethatm) Lacher[uth'] Isarael (for Israel). " Second 
year of the deliverance of Israel." A pitcher and palm- 
branch. (De Saulcy, pi. XIV. no. 5.) AR. 4. 



3. Obv. JTODB, Simon. Cluster of grapes. 

Sev. (sic) hiVT' [nijinb aaj, Schin Beth (= ShemUh 
Shethaim) Lacher[ruth'] Isael (for Israel). " Second year 
of the deliverance of Israel." Palm-branch. (British 
Museum.) . AR. 4. 

There is also a coin of the second year, published by 
Reichardt,' which is very similar to no. 1, which is without 
date. 



4. Obv. [ilJsBB?, Simon, within a wreath. 

liev. (sic) MC [m]-inb a», Schin Beth {= Shenaih She- 
thaim) Lach£r\utK\ Isa (Israel). " Second year of the 
deliverance of Israel." Ktcher and palm-branch, (?) AR 4. 

Another coin of the second year is also published by 
Reichardt,' with the type of the three-stringed lyre. 



5, Obv. [)l]rDW, Simon, within a wreath. 

* Num. Ciron. N. S. vol. ii. p. 276, no. 21 ; pi. VI. n 
■ A'um. Chron. I. c. do. 2i ; pi. VI. no. 8. 
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Beo. Vhtibt* [n')]nnb nn^, ScUn Beth (= ShefnaJk She- 
thmni) Lacher\utK\ Israel. " Second year of the deli- 
verance of Israel." A three-stringed lyre. AR 4. 

In assigning these coins of the ' second year ' to Simon, 
son of Gioras, Dr. Levy lays himself open to objec- 
tions. Is it not directly contrary to the accomit of Jose- 
phus, according to which Simon, son of Gioras, did not 
enter Jerusalem until the third year, that his coins date 
from the second?^ I^^? however, has supplied a ready 
answer.* " Is it necessary to presuppose the pre- 
sence of coinage in the capital city ? The epoch of the 
* Liberation of Israel,' or the 'Freedom of Israel' or 
'Jerusalem,' was certainly one which wa^s universally 
acknowledged and spread abroad, and may have been 
valid both within and without Jerusalem. CJould not 
Simon strike coins also in Acrabattine, in Masada, or He- 
bron, or else in some part of Idumsea, where he had esta- 
blished a firm footing, and could not these coins be 
stamped with the legends, ' The freedom of Israel ' or ' of 
Jerusalem?' From the first victory of the Jews over the 
Eomans under Cestius Gallus, this dauntless leader was 
constantly in activity; he had collected rich treasures 
from his^ plundering wars, and independent as he was, he 
could without doubt strike coins, of an exactly similar 
kind to those of Eleazar in Jerusalem, whilst he was still 
outside that city." 

No coins of Simon have, however, been discovered with 
dates higher than " the year two," thus agreeing with the 
time of his government in Jerusalem, which did not 
extend over two years, — ^viz. a.d. 69 and a.d. 70. The 
coins, then, vnthout the mark of the year belong to the 

^ ^fuay fiiv oiriaQ iviavrf rfUrf rov iroXifunf XavOucf fiiivl *Iipo(ro\v^y 
iyxpari^Q iyiviro. Bell. Jud, iv. 9, 12. 
' Jud, MunseUf p. 119. 
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first year of his entry into Jerusalem. They l>ear the 
name Simon, and the legend nVtm^ nnnV, " of the deli- 
verance of Jerusalem." Those of the second year have 
the legend Vkhd?^ "inb, " of the deliverance of Israel." 

The type of the three-stringed lyre (without the year), 
also occurring again restruck at the time of Bar-cochab, 
may be found on extant specimens, bearing no traces of 
recoining, and therefore probably belong to Simon, son of 
Gioras. The following is a specimen : — 



6. Obv. )Waip, Simon. Cluster of grapes. 

Rev. Dbwri'' irnnb, Lacherutk Jerusalem. A three- 
stringed lyre. (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq.) AR, 4. 

Levy attributes to Simon the shekels which exactly 
correspond to those described above, and which are 
^ven to Eleazar or struck by the Supreme Authority,* 
The only difference is that above the temple there is a 
star. Their weight exactly corresponds. They are de- 
scribed by De Saulcy,* and attributed by him to Simon 
Bar-cochab. 




'1. Obv. twotP, Simon. Tetrastyle temple; above, a" 
star. , 

' See p. 165, note 9. * PI. XI. no. 4 j XIV. Eo. 4. 
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Bev. nbmrv rmn\ LachenUh Jerusalem. 
verance of Jerusalem." JEtkrog and Lulah. 
pi. XL no. 4.) 



"The deU- 

(De Sanlcy, 

AR7. 




8. Olv. XT^i^^^ Simon. Tetrastyle temple; above, a 
star. 

Reo. bMna?'* [n'ljnnb n», ScMn Beth (= Shmath Shethatm) 
LacherlutK] Israel. " Year two of the deliverance of 
Israel." Ethrog and Luhh. (De Saxilcy, pi. XIV. no. 
4.) AR. 7. 

It is excessively doubtful if these shekels belong to 
Simon, son of Gioras. In the first place, the star above 
the temple, would seem to bear allusion to the name of 
Bar-cochab (^3*)^ "in, son of a star). In the second place, 
these coins are also found restruck at the time of the 
second revolt on a tetradrachm of Antioch. They are 
sometimes foimd with the letters NOC, and it has been 

supposed that NOC is the last syllable of OYECIIA- 
CI ANOC, and that the shekel of the Eircher Museum was 
struck during the First Revolt. But this seems hardly 
probable, as Cavedoni has already observed,* for the tetra- 
drachm of Antioch of the first year of Vespasian could 
not have been struck at soonest before July of the year 
69, and one can hardly suppose them to have been 
restruck by the Jews, who were still fighting at the close 
of the same year. 

There are also copper coins which may be attributed to 



^ Nuofji Studi topra le Antiche Monete Oiudaiche^ pp. 28, 29. 
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Simon, eon of Gioras, with types somewhat similar to 
those of Eleazar. 



9. Ohv. ]1SBIB, Smifm, on either side of a pahn-tree. 

2iev. oVam'' nnnb, Lacheruth Jerusalem. " The deli- 
verance of Jerusalem." Vine-leaf. (De Saulcy, pi. XII. 
no. 10.)* ^. 6. 



10. Obv. ]irD», Simon, on either side of a palm-tree. 

Bev. [o\>]rirn' rnnrih, Lacheruth Jentsalleni]. "The de- 
liverance of Jerusalem." Cluster of grapes. (De Saulcy, 
pi. Xm. no. 4.)' M. IL 

Coins with similar types to no. 9, bear the date of the 
second year. 



11. Obv. 7S0B (for 715007), Stmon^ on either side of a 
palm-tree. 

Bev. bvnw> [ni]-inb aiu, Schm Beth (= Shenath She- 

• Qf. De Saulcy, pi. XIL hob. 9—12 ; XIII. noa. 1—2. 

' A similar but emaller piece is given also by De Saulcy (pi. SIIT. 
no. 6). On the obverBe, 135Qtl7 on either aide of a date-tree. The 
Teverae, according to tbe description of De Saulcy (^Nam. Jud. p. 165), 
is unreadable, but according to the plate can be read [DbjtPTI^ flVin^. 
There is a coin very like thia one in the cabinet of Mr. Wigim. 
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thaini) Lacher{?i&'] Israel "Second year of the deli- 
verance of Israel." Vine-branch. (De Saulcy, pi. XTV. 
no. 6.) M. 6. 



12. Ohv. insa?* (for jisobj), Simon^ on either side of a 
palm-tree. 

Hev, [>]H-iar' [nnn]"? =», Schin Beth {= Shenaih 8he- 
^mi) L[acherutK\ Imi{el]. Vine-leaf. (De Baolcy, pi. 
XIV. no. 9.) M. 6. 

Reichardt* has published two copper coins very similar 
to no. 10. 



13. Ohv. abvn\ Jerusalem^ on ather side of a palm- 
tree. 

Meo. [dJ^iptii nnnb, LaxiheruUi Jerma^em\. CfloBter of 
grapes. Mt. 4. 



14. Ohv, oVaJTi^, Jerusalerm^ on either side of a palm- 
tree. 

8 Two coins on pi. XIV. of De Saulcy (noa, 7 and 8) read ^ISOOJ. 
Three of tlie fonr on pi. ZV. (noi. I, 8, 4) road &9tE7, and the fourth 
(no. 2), SDO. No. 2 olao hiia on the reverse bhTi^B? for 'anBP. The 
shape of the Vau (-h) on noa. 7, 8, 9, in pL XIV. is worthy of notice. 
It also occnrs on some silver coins. (See note, p. 167.) 

9 Stm. Chrtm. N. S. vol ii. p. 276, nos. 19, 26. 
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Rev. [bMTiBT^ nnnb] sjd, Schin Beth (= Shefnath She- 
tlmim [La/;Jieruth Israel]. " Second year of the deliver- 
ance of Israel/' Cluster of grapes. -^. 4. 

Levy^ does not believe that the iirst of these coins 
(no. 13), is genuine. He also thinks the same of a silver 
coin published by Beichardt (no. 20). 

15. Oh). bMno?'* nnb vsm^^ Schin Aleph (= Shmath 
AchatJi) Lacher[uth'] Israel. " First year of the deliver- 
ance of Israel." Lyre with three strings. 

Bev B^ sib nrw rosy, Shenaih Achath I^igull- 

aJtti\ Is\raje[\. " First year of the deliverance of Israel." 
Cluster of grapes. AE. 4. 

This forgery seems to have been made up jfrom two 
specimens, and it is not improbable that the obverse 
legend never existed, especially as we know that the coins 
of Simon have his name (without the mark of the year) 
and * the deliverance of Jerusalem,' and those of the 
second year^ * the deliverance of Israel.' * 



C. Simon, son op Gamaliel, and the Supreme 

Authority. 

Those coins which have for their inscription the full 
title, ^ Simon Nasi Israel,' and which De Vogu6 proposed 
to restore to Simon Maccabaeus,' are ascribed by Levy to 
the Head of the Sanhedrim, Simon, son of Gamaliel, who 
conformably with his position bore the title of ' Nasi,' a 
title which in earlier times was used by Kings, heads of 
clans and families, but which in later times occurs only 
with the Synhedrial authority. He was, as above stated,* 



^ Jud. Munzen, p. 96. ' See p. 169. 

« See p. 166. * See p. 167, note 8. 
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the son of one who enjoyed a high reputation for virtue 
and scholarship. His dignity as Nasi, as well as that of 
his ancestors, was dated, according to the Talmud, from a 
very early period,* and he appears to have enjoyed, under 
more difficult circumstances, almost as great a reputation 
as his father. " Why then should not the supreme poli- 
tical power also have made use of their privilege to coin 
money, and that too stamped with the name of their 
President Simon (ben Gamliel) Nasi Israel?'* "For it 
cannot well be imagined that the Supreme Authority, the 
provisional government or Synhedrium, which possessed 
the highest power, should not have exercised the right of 
coining money afer the expuMon of the Romans from 
Jerusalem. The coins of that kind are, according to our 
opinion, those which are inscribed with the name of the 
Synhedrial President (Nasi), and certainly belong to the 
first two years of the revolt Only copper coins of Simon 
Nasi have come to our knowledge, and if the sUver tetra- 
drachms have not emanated from the same source, the 
Senate of Israel may in this respect have imitated the 
Boman, who reserved to themselves the right of issuing 
the copper coinage."^ "A sure indication towards the 
clearing up of these difficulties will be given, when a 
complete specimen is discovered of the defective coin 
which was first published by De Saulcy." • 

Eemarkable for its large size is a brass coin in the 
coin-cabinet at Paris. 



^ Levy, Jud, Munzen, p. 125. • * Levy, Jud. Munzen, I c, 

7 Levy, Jud. Munzett, p. 97. 

^ Levy, Jud, MiXnzen^ p. 126. See below, wet. D. p. 182. 
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1. Obv. pB[Ba?] 

K>[ib]3 

btnv 
Simon Nasi Israel. " Simon Prince of Israel," written in 
three lines within a laurel-wreath adorned with a gem. 

Hev. 'w[-iar» rhvijih nrw raw, Shemth Achatk Lig[u- 
llaffi Isr\aeh " First year of the redemption of Israel," 
written round a vase with two handles. (De Saulcy, pi. 
XIILno. 8.)* ^.10. 

This extraordinary piece is probably struck on a large 
brass Roman coin, but there are no traces of any original 
letters. It differs from all the other known Jewish coins. 

The next coins have the well-known type of the vine- 
leaf and palm, the latter of which we have seen on the 
coins of Eleazar, and both on those of Simon, son of 
Gioras. 

> CaTedoni (Bibl. Sum. vol. ii. p. 6S, note) notices the fonn of the 
1 (Fnu) in the name of Simon. It ia probablj not found on any other 
Jewish coin, and ae it resembles a star with six rays ( ^), he says that 
it may allude to Simon's second name of Eikah or SarSdiai. I have, 
however, seen a cast of thii coin,* and the Vau on it is not represented 
as a star with six rays, which Cavedoni has taken from De Saulcy's 
plate, where it is erroneously engraved. The form on the original coin 
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2. Ohv. ]W 0» 

bun V 
Simon Nasi Israel.^ " Simon Prince of Israel," written 
on either side of a palm-tree. 

Sev. bwiw rhtab nn[M ra»], IShenath Ajchath Ligii- 
Ihth Israel. " First year of the redemption of Israel." 
Vine-leaf. (De Saulcy, pi. XIV. no. 2.) M. II. 



3. Ohv. The same as the previous coin. 

Bev. [^juntr [n]i[i]n'? a», ScUn Beth (= Skenatk She- 
thatm) Lachlerjulth} Isralel\. " Second year of the deli- 
verance of Israel." Vine-leaf. (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; 
De Saulcy. pi. XIV. no. 1.) JE. II. 

Eespecting the classification of the copper coins with 
the lyre, upon which it is said that the legend iisniu 
'jHntP'- K-b:, " Simon Nasi Israel " can be read, it is necessary 
to say a few words. And first I will describe the two 
specimens I have seen. 



' On tluB coin there is a tchtn too much, probably by an overflight of 
the engraver. The obverse of the following coin (De Saulcy, pi. XIY. 
no. 1) ia correct. 
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1. Ohv. V>n iisoB. Palm-branch witliin a wreath. 

Sev. b . . tpt nVab nrw roio. Lyre with six strings. 
(British Museum.)' M. 6. 



■ 2. Obv K'Ba iwo». Palm-branch within a 

wreath. 

Rev. Stna^ . . . Lyre of same shape, but with five 
strings. (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq.) M. ^. 

From a specimen in the cabinet of M. de Vogii^, which 
is said to give the legend very clearly,' these coins should 
be read bvnw woa psoB, " Simon Nasi Israel." In con- 
sequence of these coins having the title Nasi, Levy has 
attributed them to Simon Nasi, President of the Sanhe- 
drim. To this attribution I see no serious objection, for 
if we assign them either to Simon, son of Gioras, or to 
Simon Bar-cochab, then surely all with the title Nasi 
must also be given to one of these leaders. 

But to whom are we to attribute similar copper coins 
also with the lyre — but a lyre of a totally different shape 
— and a palm-branch within a wreath? Their description 
is as follows : — 

' (y. De Saulcy, Num. Jud. pL XI. no. 2. 

* Sev. Jfum. 1860, p. 288. De ToguS wishes to restore them to 
Simon Maccabeeus ! (See coina of Eleazar, p. 166.) 
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1. Obv. psBlP, on either side of a three-Btringed lyre. 

■ff^ nh. Palm-branch, ■within a wreath. 

(British Museum.) JE. 4, 



2. Oh). Same legend and type. 

Bev. D^wii[>] Palm-branch, within a wreath. 

(British Muaemn.) jE. 4. 

The specimen of these two coins last-described in De 
Saulcy' fumiBhes us with the word nnnS in fiill. Neither 
De Vogii^ nor Levy seem to have noticed these coins, on 
the obverse of which it is perfectly impossible that the 
words bvnvr H'oa could ever have been placed, and on the 
reverse of which, in the first place, we have mnnb, instead 
of nbHa"?, and, in the second place, on one of them (no. 2) 
there is the legend D'?n7'n['' m-inV], " Of the deliverance of 
JerusalenL" Apart from this, the lyre is of a different 
shape to that on the coins bearing the tide Ncm\ and 
somewhat resembles that on a silver coin given to Smon, 
son of Gioras (no. 6), a type afterwards copied by Bar- 
cochab (nos. 3 and 4). Under these circumstances, I 
think that these coins with the three (or four-)stnnged lyre 
must be assigned to Simon, son of Gioras. 

The tetradrachms of Eleazar, which we have described 
above,' were also perhaps issued by the anthority of the 
Sanhedrim. 

To the same Supreme Authority, probably, belong the 

* Num. Jud. pL XII. DO. 8. This coin is engraved with a lyre of 
fow ttringt, bnt the lyre ia of the same ehftpe. 
' See p. 164. 
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small common copper coins of the years 2 arid 3 of tlie 
deliverance. 



1. Obv. o>nm ram, Shenath Skethaim. "Year two." 
A vessel with two handles. 

Ben. yi"t [nlnn, Gheruih Zion. " Deliverance of Zion," 
round a vine-leaf (De Saulcy, pi. X. no. 1.) ^. 4. 



2. Ohv. Bnb» row, Shenath Shehsh. " Year three." 
A vessel with two handles and cover. 

Bev. The legend and type the same as that of the year 
two. (Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. ; cf. De Saulcy, pi. X. 
no. 2.) M. 4. 

These coins are the only ones attributed by De Saulcy" 
to the time of the revolt under Nero, as they cor- 
respond in febric and weight with those of Nero of 
the year V. struck at Jerusalem. The most common are 
those of the year two ; for the first year^ the other copper 

• Num. Jud. p. 154. 

' De Saulcy (/. e.) says that in the Jint year autonomy was not 
established in Jerusaleni, but coins of the ' flnt year of the deliverance 
of Israel ' have been found. The attribution of the coins of Eleazar 
to the first year of the first revolt under Nero appears now proved, and 
equally bo that of the coins with analogous types to Simon, son of 
Oioraa. The attribution, however, of the coins to Simon Kasi, son of 
Gamaliel, is not quite so certain, and Cavedoni thinks that Levy has 
too much enriched the series of the first revolt, to the loss of that of 
the secoad {JSwrni Studi toprale Man. Ant. Qiud. p. 28). The Rev. H. 
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coins may have suflSced, and in the fourth year the emer- 
gency of the times probably did not admit of coins being 
struck, as the Supreme Authority had long been over- 
thrown. From having been found at Jerusalem, they were 
probably struck in that place. The inscription, 7V2, Zion^on 
these coins is remarkable, as dififering from the other coins 
of Nero's revolt. It is found only on the coins of Simon 
Maccabseus (p. 47), though not in connection with rxmn 
( Cheruth)j which is peculiar to the coins of the revolts. 

The vessel with two handles and fluted marks on the 
obverse of these coins is considered by Cavedoni® to repre- 
sent one of those which John of Gischala stole from the 
Temple,' as it is known that the gold and silver vessels 
presented to the Temple by Ptolemy Philadelphus were 
ornamented in this manner.^ 

D. Ananus, son of Ananus. 

The coin now attributed by Levy to Ananus, son 
of Ananus, one of the chief leaders of the revolt,* was 
first engraved by De Saulcy,* and was classed by him, 
together with the one now attributed to Eleazar,* among 
the uncertain of Bar-cochab, and supposed by Perez Bayer 
to be written in a secret alphabet.* The obverse has 

J. Bose (Smith's Diet of the Bible, a. v. Shekel) says that the attribu* 
tion of coins to Simon, son of Qioras, is scarcely probable, as he was not 
acting in concert with Eleazar. But why should we only have coins of 
Eleazar, and might not Simon have struck coins independently ? (See 
p. 169.) It is worthy of observation, that no coins are at present 
assigned to John of Gischala, who was also one of the principal leaders 
of the revolt. These suggestions are thrown out for future students of 
Jewish numismatics. [See next page.] 

^ Bibl. Num, vol. ii. p. 55. ' Joseph. Bell, Jud, v. 13, 6. 

^ 'Pd/3dfli>9ic kvtyiykvrcTo. Joseph. Antiq. xii. 2, 9. 

* See p. 158, note. * PI. XIII. 6. 

* See p. 163. ^ De Saulcy, Num. Jud. p. 167. 

O 
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quite clearly [bM-i]w> nbtcib nnn row, ShmatJi AcTiatk 
Ldgullath Is\ro£l\. " First year of the redemption of 
Israel." Cluster of grapes. But on the reverse there are 
only single letters, two Gheths^ a Nun^ a Lamed^ and per- 
haps a Jod^ The type is a palnu ^. IIL 




* Could this coin,' says Levy, ' belong to lian p 7ian, 

Hanan, son of Hanan CAj/aj/oy), of whose deeds Jose- 
phus has given us copious details ? This attribution must 
be received with reserve, and can only be satisfectorily 
decided by a well-preserved specimen being foimd. 
Moreover, it seems to me to be more likely a coin of 
Eleazar {see p. 164) badly preserved, though Mr. Poole 
has suggested to me that the original legend might have 
been pnin^ " Jehochanan," and therefore in this case it 
would be a coin of John of Gischala. This observation 
must also be received with reserve. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



ROMAN COINS STRUCK COMMEMOEATINQ THE CAPTURE 
OF JERUSALEM. 



A. Reign op Vespasian. 



I. Coins struck in Judma. 

Oho. AYTOKP. OYESn. KAI. 2EB. Head to the 
right, laureated. 

Rev. IOYAAIA2 . EAAUIKYIA2. Victory standing 
before a palm-tree, on which is fastened a shield, whereon 
she is inscribing the above legend.' JEi. 6^. 

11. Coins stuck at Rome. — Gold and Silver. 



1. Obv. IMP. CAESAR . VESPASIANVS. AVG. 
Head to the right, lanreated. 

Rev. IVDAEA. Judoea seated on ground to the right at 
foot of trophy.* (British Museum ; Cohen, no. 107.) A V. 

* Num. CKron. If. S. vol. ii. p. 114. In the collectioa of, and pub- 
lished by, the Bev. H. C. Beicbardt. It was bought at Jeruaalem. 

* These coins of ' Judjea capta' are an apt illustration of the words of 
Isaiah (iii. 26), " and she being desolate shall nt upon the ground." CJ. 
Lament, ii. 10. 
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2. The same com. (Cohen, no. 108.) AR. 

Cohen gives the following obverse varieties of this type : 
(1.) IMP. CAESAfi VESPASIANVS. AVG. TE.P. 
(No. 109.) AR. 

(2.) IMP. CAES. VESP. AVG. P.M. (No. 110.) AE. 




2 Same obverse as no. 1. 

Rev. IVDAEA. Judaea seated on ground to the right, 
her hands tied behind her back. (British Museum ; cf. 
Cohen, no. 111.) AR. 



4. 06v. niP. CAESAR VESPASIANVS AVG.TRP. 
Head to the right, laureated. 

Rec. IVDAEA . DEVICTA. Jud^a, standing to left 
near a palm-tree, her hands fastened in front (British 
Museum; Cohen, no. 112.) AR. 

5. Ohv. IMP. CAESAR . VESPASIANVS. AVG. 
Head to the right, laureated. 

Rev. The same as no. 4. (Cohen, no. 112.) AR. 



6. Oh). IMP. CAES. VESP. AVG. P.M. COS. IIIL 
Head to the right, laureated. 

Bev. No legend. Palm-tree. On the left side of tree, 
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Vespasian striding in military dress, holding spear and 
paraz&nium, and placing left foot on helmet : on the right, 
Judasa seated. (British Museum ; Cohen, no. 235.) AV. 

7. The same coin. (Cohen, no. 236.) AR. 

These last two coins were struck in the fourth consul- 
ship of Vespasian, and the second year alter die destrac- 
tion of Jerusalem, a.d. 72. 

Brass Coins. 



1. Obv. IMP. CAES. VESPASIAN . AVG.P. M.TR. 
P.P. P. COS. in. Head to the right, laureated. 

Hev. rVDAEA.CAPTA. Palm-tree; on the left side 
of tree, a Jew standing, his hands tied behind his back ; 
behind him, shields ; on the right, a Jewess seated on a 
cuirass, weeping. In exergue S. C, (British Museum; 
Cohen, no. 302.) M. I. 

2. Obv. IMP. CAES. VESPAS. AVG. P.M. TR. P.P.P. 
COS. III. Head to the right, laureated. 

Jiev. IVDAEA . CAPTA. Same type as no. 1. (Cf. 
Cohen, no. 303.) M. I. 



3. Ohv. Same as no. 1. 
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Sev. IVDAEA . CAPTA. Palm-tree ; on the left side 
of tree, a Jew standing, his hands tied behind his back ; 
behind him, a helmet, shields, &c. ; on the right, a 
Jewess seated on cuirass ; before her, shields (the arms 
differ on various examples). In exergue S.C. (British 
Museum ; Cohen, no. 304.) iE. I. 



4. Obv. Bame as no. 1. 

Hev. IVDAEA . CAPTA. Palm-tree ; on the left side 
of tree, a Jew standing, his hands fastened behind his 
back to the tree against which he is leaning, turning his 
head to right ; before him, shields ; on the right, a Jewess 
seated on shield, and leaning left ami| on another shield ; 
in Jield to left and right S. C. (British Museum ; cf. 
Cohen, no. 305.) JE. I. 




6. Obv, Same as no. 

Bm. IVDAEA . CAPTA. Palm-tree ; on the left side 
of tree, a Jewess seated on cuirass ; before her, shields ; 
on the right, a Jew standing, his hands bound behind 
his back ; behind him, shields. In exergue S. C. (British 
Museum ; Cohen, no. 306.) JE>. I. 
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6. Ohv. Same as no. 1. 

Bev. rVDAEA. CAPTA (sometimes FVDEA). Palm- 
tree; on the left ^de of tree, VeBpasian standing in 
military dress, holding spear and parazomum, his left foot 
placed on a helmet: on the right, Judsea seated on a 
cuirass. In eaxrgue 8. C (British Museum ; Ck)hen, no. 
307.) M. I. 



7. Oh). IMP. CAES. VESPASIAN. AVG. COa III. 
Head to the right, laureated. 

Rev. IVDEA . CAPTA. Palm-tree ; on the left side of 
tree, shields, cuirass and helmet; on the right, Jndeea 
seated on cuirass, leaning left arm on shield. Li exergue 
S.C. (BritishMufleum; Cohen, no. 311.) iE.II. 

8. Ohv. Same as no. 7. 

Rea. IVDAEA . CAPTA. S.C. Palm-tree ; on the left 
side of tree, Judtea seated, surroimded by arms. (Cohen, 
no, 310.) ^ II. 
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9. Obv. IMP. CAESAR VESPA8IANUS. AVG. P.M. 
TP {sic) P. P. COS. in. Head to the right, laureated. 

Reu. IVDAEA DEVICTA. Victory standing to the 
right, placing left foot on helmet, and engraving the 
letters S . P . Q . R . on a shield, which is attached to a palm- 
tree. At the foot of palm to right Jndsea seated on gromid. 
In exergue S. C. (Cab. of G. Eastwood, Esq.; cf. Cohen, 
no. 266.) M. I. 

The coins with the third consulship were struck in the 
very year of the destruction of Jerusalem, a.d. 71. 

10. Ob«. IMP. CAES. VESPASIAN. AVG. COS. 
VIII. P.P. Head to the right, laureated ; beneath, a globe. 

Rev. IVDAEA . CAPTA. Pahn-tree ; on left side of 
tree, shields ; on right, Judaea seated. In exergue S . C. 
(British Museum; cf. Cohen, no. 309.) M. 11. 

The reverse of this coin is very similar to that of no. 7, 
and the obverse type only differs in the date and the 
globe. 



11. Ohv. IMP. CAES. VESP. AVG. P.M. TR. P. 
P. COS. VIII. Head to the left, laureated. 
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Beo. WD. CAP. (Judaea capta) across ibejield. Palm- 
tree ; on the left tdde of tree, a Jewess seated on shields 
and helmet : on the right, a Jew standing, turning his 
head to the left ; before him, a helmet and shield. In 
exergm S . C. (Cab, of Dr. J. Lee ; Akerman, Num. 
Ckron. vol. viii. p. 155, pi. No. 2.) M. I. 

Coins of the eighth consulship were struck in a.d. 77 
or 78. 

The following coin is given by Cohen as being in the 
Muaee de Vtenne. 

Ohv. DIP. CAES. VESPASIANVa AVG. P. M. 
TR. P. Head to the right, laureated ; beneath, a globe. 

Rev. IVD. CAP. S.C. Judaea seated at the foot of 
ptdm-tree. (Cohen, no. 313.) M. II. 

B. Reign of Titus. 

I. Coins struck in Judaa. 

<51^ 




1. Oh). AYTOKP. TITO[C] KAICAP. Head to the 

right, laoreated. 

Rev. I0YAAIA2 EAAWKYIAZ Trophy, at the foot 
of which to the lefk a captive ; on the right side on ground 
a shield. (De Saulcy, pi. X. no. 3.) M. II. 



2. Obv. AYTOKP. TITOC. KAICAP. Head to the 
right, laureated. 
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Beo. lOYAAlAC EAAWKYIAC. Victoiy, writing on 
a shield, which is attached to a palm-tree.' (Cab. of E. 
Wigan, Esq. ; De SarJcy, pi. X. no. 5.) M. II. 



3. Obv. AYTOKP. TITOS KAI2AP. Head, to the 
right, laureated. 

5eu. IOYAAIA2 EAAQKYIAZ Pabn-tree; on the 
left side Victory standing, placing lefii foot on helmet, and 
resting on left knee a shield on which she is writing. (Bri- 
ti^sh Maseum.) ^. II. 

II. Coins struck at Borne. — Gold and Silver, 



1. Obv. IMP. T. CAESAR VESPASUNVS. Head 
to the right, laureated. 

Eeo. IVDAEA BEVICTA. Victory standing to the 
right, the left foot placed on a helmet, and writing IMP. 
T. CAE8. on a shield which is attached to a palm. (Cabi- 
net des MedailleSj Paris; Cohen, no. 45.) AV. 

This coin appears to have been struck in Cffisarea of 
Cappadocia, 



* Fellerin (Ricueit, vol. iii. pi. 134, fig. 1) gives a coin of thU type 
with HEIKK. KAIC. on the shield. 
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2, Obv. T. CAES. IMP. VE8P. PON. TE. POT. 
Head to the right, laureated. 

Sev. No legend. Palm-tree ; on the left side of tree, 
Titus standing in military dress, holding spear and parazo- 
niurn^ and placing left foot on helmet: on the right, Jndiea 
Seated on ground. (British Museum; Cohen, no. 131.) AV. 

3. Obv. Same l^end as no. 2, Bust, to the right, 
laureated, with paludamenfum. 

Rev. Same reverse as no. 2. (Cohen, no. 132.) AR. 

Brass Coins. 



1. Ohv. T. CAES. VESPASIAN. IMP. PON. TR 
POT. COS. II. Head to the right, laureated. 

Reo. IVDAEA . CAPTA. Palm-tree; on the left side 
of tree, Htus standing in military dress, holding spear 
and parazonium^ tmd placing left foot on helmet ; on the 
right, Judaea seated on a cuirass. In exergue 8. C. (Bri- 
tish Museum ; Cohen, no. 186.) M. I. 

2. Obv. T. CAES. VESPASIAN. IMP. P. TK. P. 
COS. n. Head to the right, laureated. 

Reo. IVDAEA . CAPTA. S.C. Jud^a, seated on cui- 
rass at foot of palm-tree. (Cohen, no. 188.) JEt. U. 
Tlie second consulship of Titus corresponds to a.d. 72, 
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the year afier the destruction of Jerusalem, though coins 
of Vespasian were struck in the actual year of the con- 
quest. Mr. Akerman has already called attention to this 
curious fact, and hinting that it may be attributed to the 
jealousy of Vespasian, says, " If this could be ascertained, 
it would furnish a very opposite picture to that of our 
third Edward, who refrained from taking any part in the 
famous battle of Crefy, that his son might have the sole 
honoiu" of the victory."* 

3. Oho. IMP. T. CAES. VESPASUN. AVG. P.M. TR. 
P. P.P. COS. III. Head to the left, laureated. 

Bev. IVD. CAP. S. C. Palm-tree ; on the left side of 
tree, a Jewess seated on arms ; on the right, a Jew stand- 
ing, his hands tied behind his back ; before him two spears 
and a shield. (Cohen, no. 191.) M. I. 



4. Oho. T. CAES. IMP. AVG. F. TR. P. COS. VI. 
CENSOR. Head to the right, laureated. 

Reo. IVDAEA . CAPTA. Pahn-tree ; on the left side 
of tree, arms ; on the right, Judeea seated on a cuirass, 
resting left arm on left knee. In exergue S.C. (British 
Museum; Cohen, no. 189.) jE. II. 



5. Ohv. Same legend as no. 4. Head to the right, 

laureated. 

* Sum. Chron. vol. viii. p. 154, note. 
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Hev. IVDAEA . NAVALIS. Palm-tree ; on the left 
side of tree^ arms ; on the right, Judaea seated on gromid. 
In exergue 8. C. {Num. Chron. vol. viii. p. 162 ; Cohen, 
vol. i. p. 365, note) M. II. 

This remarkable, and, according to M. Cohen, dssez 
exircuyrdiruiire coin was published some years ago by 
M. Dumersan of the Cabinet des MSdatlles at Paris, in the 
'* Numismatic Journal."* It was found at Pont-sur-Yonne, 
near Sens, in France, and was at that time and may be 
still, in the possession of M. Leys, a resident of that town. 
M. Dumersan gives the following account of it. " The 
legends JvdcBa Gapta and Jadtea Devicta are well known 
on the coins of Vespasian and Titus ; but Judcea Navalis 
was, until the discovery of this example, unknown. The 
Jews never enjoyed any great reputation as seamen ; but, I 
think, I have found in Josephus a narration of the event 
to which the legend and type of this coin aUude, the 
character of which is rather derisory than triumphal. This 
author relates in his history of the War with the Romans 
(iii. 9), that when the town of Joppa was destroyed by 
Cestius, the inhabitants, driven by famine, sought refuge 
by sea, the Eomans having destroyed the neighbouring 
towns and villages. They bmlt vessels {a-Katfyrj) and com- 
mitted piracies on the shores of Syria, Phoenicia and 
Egypt. The town being attacked a second time by the 
Roman troops, the Jews fled during the night towards their 
ships ; but a violent tempest drove them on to the rocks 
which border the coast of Joppa, and they were exter- 
minated. Soon after, they were defeated on the Lake of 
Gennesareth, their barks being unable to cope with the 
warlike vessels of Vespasian. To these events, and most 
probably to the first, the legend Judaa Navalis must 
allude; Titus, as it is well known, having accompanied his 

5 Vol. i. p. 88. 
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father in the Judaic war." Mr. Akerman, in an editorial 
note, made some objections to the authenticity of this coin, 
but they were speedily removed by the remarks of a 
French writer in the Semie Nuvmrnatique FTanQoise^ who 
had consulted M. Dumersanand M. de Longp^rier, both of 
whom had seen the coin, and were convinced of its authen- 
ticity. M. Dumersan further says, that ^' diis curious coin 
illustrates that of a large brass of Vespasian with the 
legend Judaa capta^ upon which a Boman warrior is 
represented resting his right foot on the prow of a vessel." 
No coin with this peculiarity is ^ven in C!ohen, and there- 
fore it might be concluded that such a coin cannot exist, 
but there is a curious and probably 
unique coin of Htus in the British 
Museum with only the legend S. C. 
and the type " Titus standing, his 
right foot on the prow of a vessel, 
holding Victory (?) and spear ; at his 
feet two Jews in supplication; to 
the left, a palm." This coin bears the date IMP. IIII. TR. 
POT. 11. COS. II. = A.D. 73. There are also coins 
of Vespasian,^ Titus,' and Domitian,' with the legend 
VICTORIA NAVALIS. 



6. Ohv. IMP. T. CAES. VESP. AVG. P. M. TR. P. 
P.P. COS. VIII. Head to the right, laureated. 

Rev. IVDAEA . CAPTA. Palm-tree ; on the left side 

■ J. de P. 1837, p. 317. ' Cohen, nos. 502, 506. 

» Cohen, nos. 311—316. • Cohen, no. 552. 
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of tree, a Jew staading, hie hands tied behind bis back ; 
behind him shields ; on the right, a Jewess seated on 
cuirass ; before her shields. In exergue S. C. (British 
Museum ; Ck)hen, no. 187.) JE. I. 




7. Ohv, Same obverse as no. 6. 

Rev. IVD. CAP. S. C. Same reverse as no. 3. (British 
Musemn ; Cohen, no. 192.) JE. I. 




8, Obv. Same obverse as no 6. 

Bev. rVD . CAP. Palm-tree 5 on the left side of tree, a 
Jew standing, his hands festened behind his back to the 
tree ; before him shields ; on the right, a Jewess seated 
on a cuirass. In exergue S. C. (British Museum ; Cohen,- 
no. 193.) ^. I. 



9. Obv. Same legend as no. G. Head to the ' 
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Mev. IVD . CAP. Palm-tree ; on the left side of tree, a 
Jewess seated on cuirass ; on the right, a Jew standing, his 
hands tied behind his back, and turning his head to the 
left ; before him a helmet and shield. In exergrte 8. C. 
(British Musemn ; Cohen, no. 194.) M. I. 



10. Oho. Same obverse as no. 9. 

Bev. IVD. CAP. Palm-tree; on the left side of tree, 
a Jew standing, his hands tied behind his back to the tree ; 
before him a shield and helmet ; on the right, a Jewess 
seated on helmet ; before her a shield. In field to left 
and right 8. C. (British Museum.) M. L 

11. Ohv. Same obverse as no. 9. 

Rev. rVD . CAP. Same type as no. 7, but with S, C. in 
1^% field. (British Museum ; cf. Cohen, no. 192.) ^. I. 

Coins of the eighth consulship were struck in a.d. 80, 
the year before the death of Titus. 

There is also a third brass coin relative to the conquest 
of Judeea, but without a date. 



12. Ohv. IMP. T. CAESAR DIVI. VESPA8I. AVG. 
Ilead to the right, laureated. 

Meo. IVD . CAP. Palm-tree ; on the left side of tree, 
Judfea seated on shields ; on the right, a helmet and two 
large shields. In field to left and right S. C. (British 
Museum ; Cohen, no. 195.) M. III. 
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C. Reign op Domitian. 
L Goim struck at Rome. 

Obv. IMP. CAES. DOMIT. AVG. GERM. COS. XL 
CENS. POT. P.P. Head to the right, laureated. 

Hev. IVDAEA . CAPTA. 8.0. A Jewess seated on 
the ground, and soldier standing near a trophy. (Lavy, 
Mmk de Turin; Cohen, no. 372.) M. L 

This coin was struck in A.D. 85. It is of great rarity. 
Hoffmann has published in his Bulletin Phiodiqu^ a coin 
of Domitian struck in Judtea. This I have seen, and 
it is only an Agrippa nnder Domitian, similar to the one 
engravedatp. 129,no.7. De Saulcy, however, has assigned 
to Judsea a coin without legible legends on either obverse 
or reverse, and describes the head as that of Titus or Domi- 
tian : a specimen of tins coin, in the cabinet of Mr. Wigan, 
enables me to partially fill up the obverse legend. 



Ohv. TIANVS AVG . GERMAN..., 

Head of Domitian to the left, laureated. 

Rec. Legend effaced. Victory standing to left crown- 
ing a trophy. {Cab. of E. Wigan, Esq. \ cf. De Saulcy, 
pi. X. no. 6.) M. n. 

It is certain, fi'om this restoration of the obverse legend, 
that the one on the reverse must have been in Latin, and 
therefore that the coin is not one of the lOYAAIAC 
EAAIOKYIAC class. There is, however, no reason , why 
it should not commemorate the victory over the Jews ; it 
was probably struck at Rome. 

1 Noi. 17 and 18, Sept. Oct. 1863. No. 576. 



CHAPTER IX. 

MONEY STRUCK DURING THE SECOND REVOLT OP THE JEWS. 

From the time of Julius Caesar, the Jews, when at peace, 
had always had a certain amount of liberty, and many 
privileges. Josephus tells us of some of his countrymen 
who possessed the Eoman franchise at Ephesus, and were 
Eoman citizens in the time of Julius Caesar,^ and of others, 
in the time of the tyrannical Procurator Floras, who being 
of the equestrian order, and therefore Roman citizens, were 
illegally whipped and nailed before his tribunal.' Li the 
time of Nero, Seneca could say of them, that though ' con- 
quered, they gave laws to then- conquerors.' * The grand 
revolt of the Jews, of which we have but feintly given 
a description in a previous chapter, ended in tributes being 
imposed upon them by Vespasian.* These tributes were 
enforced by Domitian with unparalleled fierceness,* and 
even Jewish converts to Christianity were unrecognized 
by the Roman government. Upon the accession of Nerva, 
many importaint measures of internal administration were 
enacted, and among them the Jewish tribute was abolished. 
Of this fact we possess numismatic records. The reverse 

* Aniiq. xiv. 10, 13. See also the decrees of Augustus and Marcus 
Agrippa in favour of the Jews, especially as regards their sacred money. 
Antiq. xvi. 6. 

« Bell. Jud. ii. 14, 9. 

* Senec. Frag. S. Augustin, de Civ. 2>«, vi. 11. " Victi victoribus 
leges dederunt.*' 

* See Chapter XL, under didrackm, 

^ Judaicus fiscus acerbissime actus est. — Suet, in Dom, 12. 
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legend, on a large brass coin of 
Nerva, is FISCI IVDAIGI CA- 
LVMNIA SVBLATA, and the 
type a palm. But the calm was 
not of long duration. The hatred 
of the Jews to Home was so in- 
tense that every advant^e was 
taken to revolt, and the Eomans, 
though they had boasted of 'Judaja capta' and ' Judeea 
devicta,' were always obliged to keep a careful watch 
over the subdued country. In the year a.d. 115, when 
Trajan was engaged in the Parthian expedition, the 
Jewish insurrection broke out in every direction, espe- 
cially in the countries where the Jews were most nume- 
rous, in Cyrene, Egypt, Asia Minor, and Cyprus. Li 
the sad revolt at Cyprus the Jews are said to have 
massacred 240,000 of the Grecian inhabitants, and to have 
obtained for a short time possession of the island. This 
rebellion was at last put down, and the Jews were not 
allowed to come to the island ; and even if they should 
unfortunately be driven there by stress of weather, they 
were immediately put to death.* At Cyrene, the Jewish 
residents wreaked their vengeance on the natives, of whom 
220,000 are said to have miserably perished. This insm*- 
rectionwas soon {a.d. 117} suppressed by Lusius Quietus, 
a man of Moorish origin, and Trajan made him governor 
of Judfiea. In Egypt the Roman prefect was several times 
defeated and compelled to shut himself up in Alexandria. 
In the same spirit of finy with which the Jews had 
broken out into open revolt, was the outbreak subdued 
and revenged. Circumciaon, the reading of the Law, 
and the observance of tbe Sabbath were strictly forbidden. 
The same year Trajan died and Hadrian ascended the 
throne. Hadrian (a.d. 117 — 138) had formed the design 

' Dion Cmbiup, liriii. 32. 

r 2 
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of restoring Jerusalem, and sent a colony of veterans for 
the defence of the new city/ This, added to the pro- 
mises of Hadrian to relax certain taxes and laws, which 
promises were never kept, caused the revolt to break 
forth with renewed vigour.* An announcement was made 
that the long promised Messiah had come. The name 
the new leader bore was Bar-cochab, " the son of a star," 
md ihe stories told of his birth were slxangely significaat 
of his future importance. The claims which he put 
forward were looked upon with favour by the Eabbi 
Akiba, whose good qualities had caused the Jews to place 
reliance upon his opinion : " Behold," he said, when the 
party of Bar-cochab were laying their plans for there- 
establishment of their nation, " Behold the star that shall 
rise out of Jacob ; the days of redemption are at hand."' 

7 The foundation of JElia CapitoUna must be placed to a.b. 131 
(Dion Cass. liix. 12 ; Clinton, F. E. vol. i. p. 118). It is, however, given 
to A.D. 119 by the Chron, JPasch (p. 264 a), but Hadrian was in Italy in 
this year. Eusebius places the foundation after a.d. 135, which, accord- 
ing to Clinton (I. c), Tillemont (vol. ii. p. 289) properly explains to 
mean that the new cityudB/»a was destroyed by Bar-cochab and restored 
by Hadrian after the war. (See notCf p. 201.) We think that the 
colony was sent in a.d. 131, and the city perhaps commenced, but owing 
to the revolt, not completed till A.n. 136. The idea that Titus was the 
founder of the colony oi Mlia is hardly worthy of notice. (St. Jerome, 
Chron, Sadr. an, xx.) 

^ Hadrian arrived in Egypt in autumn, a.p. 130, and he was in Syria 
in spring or autumn, a.p. 131. After this date the Jewish war com- 
menced. (Clinton, F.R. vol. i. p. 118.) 

• Alluding to the prophecy, Numbers xxiv. 17-24. He was, however, 
at first only a robber and a murderer, but the name Bar-cochab, which 
he had assumed, as though he were a star from heaven, and light 
bringing prosperity to the Jews (wc f^ ohpavov <l>t»Krrrip avrolc ror£X)yXv6ii>c) 
gained him a reputation (Euseb. H. E. vi. 6). It is for this reason 
that we think the shekels with a starf attributed now by Levy to 
Simon, son of Gioras, (see pp. 170, 209), should be given to Bar- 
cochab, the emblems evidently referring to his name and public opinion. 
{Of. Cavedoni, Bibl. Num. vol. ii. p. 64.) 
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At the coiimiencement of the revolt, RuAis, by the 
command of Hadrian, led his troops into Judasa, and 
Akiba, the Eabbi, was seized and imprisoned. It is said 
that, owing to the great reputation of Bar-cochab, he 
was at the head of no less than 200,000 men. That his 
followers were great in nmnber, there is no question. 
The pretensions of Bar-cochab to being the Messiah found 
of course no favour with the Christians, and for the scorn 
with which they regarded his impious claims, he revenged 
himself by subjecting them to cruel persecutions. Upon 
the arrival of Julius Severus from Britain to Palestine, in 
A.D. 134, the rebels were in possession of fifty of the 
strongest casties, nine hundred and eighty-five villages,* 
and perhaps Jerusalem.* At last, after a warfare of 
nearly two years, one place after another was taken, and 
the admirable discipline of the Boman troops, and the 

^ Dion CaB8. Ixix. 14. 

' It seems excessively doubtAil whether Bar-cochab was ever in 
possession of Jerusalem. Eusebius speaks of the city being destroyed 
(riJQ 9r6\citfc cic Iprifiiav rov 'lovZaiwv, r. r. X. H. E. iy. 6), and again, says 
that the war ended by the taking of Jerusalem, of which one stone was 
not left above another (wg filp-e \idov lirl \idoy d^eOQvai, Chron. I., 
quoted in the note to Sturz's ed. of Dion Cass. vol. vi. p. 667). St. 
Jerome also mentions this fact {Dan, iz. 27, and Ezeh, xziv. 14), and 
the historian Appian (njv luyitmiv ie6\iv 'lepocoXvfxa Kal hyuitrarriy avroig 

Kol Oh€<nra<nayQQ aiOic oiKitrdeiaav jcarc<rrai/^c, koL *AEpiay6t 

aldit <ir* kfiov, S^. 50). Dion Cassius (Izix. 14), however, who 
mentions the vtyr^Koyra ^vpia that were taken, says nothing 
about Jerusalem, which, as a colony of the Bomans, was most 
likely in their hands. Cavedoni (Bibl. Num. voL ii. p. 61), con- 
siders that the coins with the inscription Lacheruth Jerusalem (of the 
deliverance of Jerusalem), place the assertion of St. Jerome beyond all 
doubt, and that, as none of Bar-cochab's coins of the second year have 
been found with the name Jerusalem^ the Jews were driven out from 
thence by the Bomans to take refuge in the city of Bethar. If 
Bar-cochab, however, used the stamp of Simon, son of GHoras, entirely, 
the coins would afford us no authority of any worth. {Cf, Levy, Jsd. 
MUnzenj p. 104, note). See note on p. 208. 



202 MONEY STRUCK DURING THE 

great skill of Severus brought the war nearly to a 
termination. The city of Bethar,' however, still remained 
in the hands of the insm-gents, but after repeated onsets 
by the Eomans, it was captured,* and Bar-cochab killed 
(a.d. 135).* The old scenes of cruel and bloody revenge 
were now again repeated. The exasperation of the 
Eomans knew no bounds, and their fiiry was especially 
directed against the scholars and their disciples, so tiiat 
many of them died under cruel torments, and among 
them Akiba, who, while torn in pieces with red hot 
pincers, continued to cry, " Hear, O Israel, the Lord is 
our God : the Lord is God alone 1"' 

* This city is described as a very strong city, not far from Jerusalem. 
(Euseb. H. E. iv. 6.) It also appears to have been not far from Csroarea 
PaJestinsB and the sea. 

^ Bethar is said to haye been taken by T. Annius Bufus (St. Jerome^ 
Zach, yiii. 16-17). Cavedoni {Bibl, Num. vol. ii. p. 62, note 41) prefers 
reading this name Tineius Bufus^ especially as St. Jerome himself in the 
Chronicle (an. xvi. Sadr,) calls this Boman general Tinitu Bufus, whilst 
Milman says he was called by theBabbins ThfratinuSf or Shimus Bujus, 
the Wicked. It is curious that the Boman commander, to whom the 
final demolition of Jerusalem had been committed by Titus, bore the 
name of Terentius Bufus. (Milman, JECist. of the Jews, toI. iii. p. 118.) 

* Cavedoni (Bibl. Num. vol. iii. p. 61) says that the war lasted four 
years and a half, commencing in a.d. 182, and ending in August 186, 
but according to the statements of St. Jerome and Dion Cassius, it 
only lasted three years and a half. In any case Bethar was taken 
August, A.D. 135. (Of Clinton, F. B. vol. i p. 118.) 

' Salvador, ii. 577. According to Dion Cassius, the number of the 
Jews slain in battle was 580,000, and those that perished by famine and 
plague exceed all calculation, so that nearly all Judsa was left desolate 
(Ixiz. 14). These statements are as improbable as those of Josephus 
in his number of those who perished in the first revolt (see p. 161). i 

This war has usually been thought to be the last, but mention is made , 

of another during the reign of Septimius Sevbrus, after which Senatus i 

Judaicum triumphum decreverat (Spartian, in Sev. 16). St. Jerome also i 

mentions it in his Chronicle (an. v. Sev.)f Judaicum et Samariticum \ 

bellum ortum vel resumptum. It cannot have been of any importance. I 
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A. Simon Bar-cochab, 

In the same maimer as the Jewish leaders commemo- 
rated their trials and their struggles by coins in the first 
revolt, so do we find their descendants leaving memorials 
in the second. The history of the taking of Jerusalem 
by Titus must have been well known by many of the 
contemporaries of Bar-cochab, and the names of the chief 
leaders in the first revolt — especially that of Simon, son 
of Gioras — ^must have been firmly graven upon the hearts 
of the Jews in the second. It is not to be wondered at 
then, that Bar-cochab struck over the denarii of the 
heathen Caesars, the legends of the earlier struggles, and 
the name of the leader in those days, especially if he him- 
self also bore the name of Simon.^ We thus find the silver 
and copper coias which were current in the first revolt, 
revived in the time of the second, having the same 
Hebrew inscription, with here and there the remains of 
a previous Latin inscription, and a new type with some- 
times the traces of the obverse or reverse type of the 
Eoman cfer^am. 

7 The conjecture that this leader bore the name of Simon rests only 
on the testimony of the coins, for all authorities are silent on the 
subject, and the oldest (to which belong the Thosiphtha and the 
Jerusalem Talmud) call him only Ben-Kosiba; later ones (as the 
Ecclesiastical Fathers, the Babylonian Talmud and Midrasch), Bar- 
Kochba (or Bar-Chochebas, also sometimes Bar-Kosiba), from his 
quality as Messiah, as ' son of a star' (see p. 200, note 9). Taking into 
consideration whether Ben-Ex)sibaeyer did hold possession of Jerusalem 
(see p. 201, note 2), and also whether the types of the coins, which are 
evidently derived from the services of the Temple (such as the 
Trumpets, Lyre, sacrificial Vases), were well-understood symbols in the 
second century after the destruction of the sanctuary. Levy is of 
opinion that Ben-Kosiba was onty an imitator of the coins of Simon, ton 
of OioraSf and consequently that only the recoined money should be 
attributed to him. {Jud. Munzen, pp. 122, 123.) 
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These re-struck coins were thought by De Saulcy to be 
of little value, and to teach nothing new in reference to 
Jewish numismatics,® and many of them are in consequence 
omitted by him. But it is by these re-struck coins that 
Eckhel and others have argued, that a part of the coins at 
one time attributed to Simon Maccabs&us were undoubtedly 
struck under Hadrian, and now, in this last arrangement of 
Jewish coins, Levy, in these fragments of legends and re- 

coins of the second Jewish war from those of the first.® 

We now pass on to the description of the coins which 
can with certainty be attributed to Bar-cochab, and some 
of which appear even to have been struck from tte same 
stamp as those of Simon, son of Gioras. We especially 
call attention to that with the pitcher and palm-branch,* 
as also to the one with the three-stringed lyre.* 




1. Obv. I5mtt7 (for pri3»), Stmon^ within a wreath, with 
the traces of ISV. lASASIAN (Vespasianus ?) on the 
lower rim. 

Hev. [pV}wr^^ ryr)[nV} [Lache]rutk Jerus[alem.'] " The 
deliverance of Jerusalem." A pitcher and palm-branch. 
(De Saulcy, pi. XII. no. 3.)* AR 4. 

According to Levy* there is yet a possibility, if not a 

8 Bev. Num. 1867, p. 298. 

^ Cf. Cavedoni, JVuori Studi sopra le Man. Ant Qiud, p. 30. 

' See no. 1 of Simon, son of OioraSf and note thereto. 

' See no. 6 of Simon, son of Oioraa. 

' A specimen of this coin in Mr. Wigan's cabinet has on the obverse, 
under the wreath, traces of CAESAB. The legend on the reverse is 
complete. * Jad. M&ngen, p. 105. 
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probability that Simon, son of Gioraa, re-struck these 
coins during the latter time of the revolt, and he also thinks 
that the same remote probability might exist in the case 
of the re-struck denaritts of Galba with P. SEE.' 

Odier coins, however, of the time of Bar-cochab, re- 
strack by him, bear traces of the names of Titus, Domitian, 
or Trajan.* Of this kind are the following : — 




2. Obv. 13S0» (for ^WDBf) Simon^ within a wreath. 

Beo. Db»n* rm[nb] [Lackelridk Jerusalem. "The deli- 
verance of Jerusalem." Cup; round the edge of the coin 
TITUS CAES. VESP. (Cab. of E. Wigan,Esq.) AR.4. 



3. Oho. isjBir (for )wb»)' Simon^ within a wreath ; 
round it are tracea of Latin letters, TIAN AVG (Domi- 
tianus Augustus ?). 

Bev. Dbnjn[''] [mlin"? LcuAer\ittK\ \Je\rusalem. "The 
deliverance of Jerusalem." Three-stringed lyre. (British 
Museum.) AE. 4. 

■ JUd. Munten, p. 106, note ; Cavedoni, Stbl. Num. toL l p. 21, note ; 
vol. ii. 67, no. 7 6. 

' Cavedoni, Bibl. Sum. vol. ». p. 76. 

7 Ob a Bimilar coin in the British MoBeom, on which the name of 
Simon ia written 1731307, the Vmt haa the peculiar fonn -h ■ (See note 
on p. 167.) 
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4. ii[snip] iSimtm, written round a cluster of grapes; 
under them are traceB of the name of Trajan OPT (Optimo 
Principi" Trajano). 

Reo. [d]'5»i[i"'] nvrh Lach£TuOi \Jei^7iml\em^ "The 
deliverance of Jerusalem." A three-atringed lyre. {De 
Saulcy, pi. XII. no. 2.) AK 4. 

Another coin given by Cave- 
doni,* and coined less care- 
fully, shows fuller traces of 
the Latin inscription of the 
Emperor Trajan. 
There are also specimens of these coins, aa also of those 
that follow, which do not bear any traces of re-coining, and 
which may therefore show that the types originally 
belonged to Simon, son of Gioraa.' Some are also pub- 
lished by Mr. Beichardt, and Levy thinks that the second 
of them is decidedly false.* 
The next two coins are struck on denarii of Trajan. 




5. Ohv. ]w[dip] Simon, written round a cluster of 

* TbiB title waa given to Trajan in A-D. 111. (Eckhel, Doci. JVwn. Vet. 
toL ri. p. 430.) 

' Bill. JSwn. ToL i. pi. I. no. 6, 

* See no. 6 of Simon, eon of Gioras. The type of the lyre also occurs 
on a coin of Simon, son of Oioras, of the second year. (See no. 5.) 

' See noB. 13 and li of Simon, Bon of Gioras. 
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grapes ; above, the letters TR, traces of the name of 
Trajan. 

Rev. Db»n['«] nnnS Lmhmiik \Je\rusalem.. "The 
deliverance of Jerusalem," written round two trumpets. 
(De Saulcy, pi. XI. no. 7.) AR. 4. 



6. Oh}. IISOQJ. Simon. Cluster of grapes. 

Bev. nhtoTi^ nnnb. Lacheruth Jerusalem. "Deliver- 
ance of Jerusalem." Two trumpets. (British Museum.) 

AR.4. 

On the obverse of this coin are clear traces of the back 
of the head of the Emperor Trajan, and on the reverse can 
be seen an arm holding a branch, and we are enabled to 
speak with certainty as to the actual coin of Trajan, issued 
in A.D. 105, on which this one is struck. I subjoin an 
engraving of it. 



Mr. Reichardt* communicates from his cabinet two spe- 
cimens of coins which are varieties of the last described 
type. The casts that I have of them represent the coins 
to be in such a bad state of preservation, that it is impos- 
sible to ^ve engravings of them. 

7. Obv. |>Kn]iu'' [mj-in"? am. Sckin Beth i=Shmaik 
Shetkavm) Lacherluth] /s[rae/]. "Second year of the 
deliverance of Jerusalem." Two trumpets ; between them 
an oblong square. 

■ Hum. Ckron. N. S. vol. iii. pp. 276, 277. noB. 22, 28. Levy says 
of them, ' Beide bIdcI Kupfermunten.' {Jud. Minten, p. 107.) This must 
be an error. 
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Reo. []i]saB. Simon, within a laurel wreath. AE. 4. 

8. Obv. (sic) ^K»^ [mj-inb am. Same type. 

Sev. []i]snB. Simon, within a wreath. AK. 4. 

The two trumpets are warlike emblems, doubtless re- 
calling the histoiy of the command of Moses, that their 
sounding was to be the signal for the departure of the 
camp.* Their size on the coins confirms the account given 
of them by Josephua.' 

A coin of the second year, which bears traces of re-coin- 
ing, is published by De Vogii^.' Although the letters aw 
are not on the coin, irom the fact of there being a hole in 
it, just where they should be, there seems every reason to 
believe that they were there, as on the piece engraved 
above.' 



9. Obv. BB (abbreviated). Simon^ within a wreath. 

Rev. {sic) bsBT' [ni]in^ [an?]. [Sckin BeUi\ Lacker- 
\utft\ Isael (for Israel), " [Second year] of the deliver- 
ance of Israel." Palm-branch. iReo„ Num. 1860, pi. 
Xm. no. 6.) AR 4. 

Another coin is given by De Saulcy, which is evidently 
re-struck, but traces of the original legend are altogether 
lost 



10. Obv psBB. Simon. Cluster of grapes. 

* Numbera x. 1 ; t^.l Maccab. xri. 8. 

' Jsttiq. iii. 12, 8 ; Cavedoni, BUI. ilTuw. vol. ii. p. 66. 

» Bev. A««i. 1860, p. 290. 

? See no. 8 of Simon, bod of Gionu. 
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Bee. t^wr]-> nnnb. Lacheruth Jerusalem, "The de- 
liverance of Jernaalem." A palm-branch. (Cab. of E. 
Wigan, Esq. ; cf, De Saulcy. pL XI. no. 6.) AR. 4. 

Other specimenB of this coin are said to be stamped with 
the Greek letters IAN 2EB on the obverse, and with YII A 
on the reverse.* These initials would signify [TPAjIAN- 
[02] 2EB[Arr02] and Yn[AT02] A. ' Trajan Au- 
gustus, Consid for the fourth time.' 

The shekels of Simon with the tetrastyle Temple, above 
which a star, and on the reverse the Etkrog and the Lulah, 
are also found re-coined at the time of the revolt of 
Bar-cocbab, who re-struck them on tetradrachms of 
Antioch of Titus, Domitian, or Trajan, the type and 
inscription being the same as those described above.' 

A similar treatment to that of the silver coins has also 
been employed for the copper coinage, inasmuch as they 
also bear marks of re-coining ; and it is very probable 
that original coins of Simon, son of Gioras, served the 
purpose of Bar-cochab {see p. 172). 



1. Obv. i]JD[ir] (for ]wdb) Simon^ on either side of 
a palm-tree. 

Rev. [D'jBm'' n]'n[n^] [Lacke\ru\th Jerusalem^ " Deli- 
verance of Jerusalem." Vine-branch. (Cab. of E. Wigan, 
Esq. ; De Saulcy, pi. XHI. no. 3.) M. II. 

On the obverse of this coin there are the Greek initials 

B Eckhel, Doct. Hfum. Vet. toL iii. p. 474. 

B Seep. 170, where these Bhekels are diacussed ; C&yeAora, Bibl. Iftim. 
vol. ii. p. 74. A shekel of Simon Bar-cochab in the Cab. of Mr. Wigan, 
aimilAr to the one engraved at p. 170, shows evident traces of roKWining. 
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E n, and on the reverse AYT[oic/)ara)/)] KAI[rra/)] TPA- 

[^aj/oy], thus showing that this coin is struck over a coin 
of Trajan. Re-struck coins of the second year of the 
same type have not yet been found. 

Besides the tjrpe of the palm and date tree, we find 
upon the coins of the first and second revolt the vine, 
with its cluster as well as its leaf. The vine-tree flourished 
everywhere in Palestine, and the excellent quality of the 
wines which it afforded, is celebrated in many passages 
of Scripture.^ Li such abundance did it grow that at the 
building of the first Temple, wine was given to the 
Tjrrians,* and at the bmlding of the second, to them and 
the Sidonians.* At the same time, excess in the use of 
wiue is a subject firequently alluded to by the prophets.* 
The people of Israel, too, are often compared with the 
vine by their prophets,* and the vine tree itself was 
introduced at the entrance to the porch of the Temple at 
Jerusalem, for the purpose of receiving alms, for people 
hung thereon a leaf, a berry, or a grape-cluster (of gold).* 
It is not then surprising, that the grape and its leaf became 
an ornament for the coins of Palestine. 

* Ezek. xxvii. 18 ; Hob. xiv. 7, etc. * 2 Chron. ii. 9, 14. 

' Ezra iii. 7. * Isaiah v. 11, 22 ; xxviii. 7 ; Hos. iii. 1, etc. 

^ Isaiah v. 7 ; Ezek. xix. 10 ; Hos. x. 1. 

^ Mischnah Middoth, 8, 8 ; Levy, JUd, Munzen^ p. 134. Cf. Joseph. 
Antiq, xiv. 8, 1. 



CHAPTER X. 

IMPERIAL COLONIAL COINS STRUCK AT JERUSALEM. 

ARAB COINS. 

That the Jews might have no more idea of establishing 
a kingdom with Jerusalem for a capital, Hadrian, in a.d. 
136, completed the building of his new city,* giving it 
the name of iElia Capitolina ; combining with his own 
family name JElius^ the name of Jupiter Gapitolimis^ the 
supreme deity of the heathen world and the guardian of 
the colony. For in the honour of Jupiter Capitolinus Had- 
rian had erected a temple, on the site formerly occupied 
by the Temple of God.* He also built other edifices, 
among which may be mentioned a theatre, and a building 
called T€Tpdpvfi([>ov. All Jews were forbidden to enter 
the colony on pain of death, and only Christians or 
Pagans were allowed to reside there. It is affirmed that a 
sow was sculptured over the gate leading to Bethlehem, 
by the Emperor's command,* but it was probably not 
intended as an insult, that animal being one of the 
military standards of the Eomans. The Jews do not 
hesitate to affirm that the swine was " a fitting emblem 

^ A relation of the Emperor Hadrian, by name Aquila, is said to 
liave been employed to superintend the rebuilding (Epiphan. De Pond, 
et Mens, 15). For the date of the first foundation of ^lia, and the 
question whether Bar-cochab ever possessed it, see pp. 200, 201, notes 
7 and 2. ' Dion Cass. Ixix. 12. 

* In fronte ejus portas, qu& Bethlehem egredimur, sus seulptus in 
marmore, significans BomansB potestati subjacere Judsos. (St. Jerome, 
Chron, Hadr. ann, xxz.) See the coin of Antoninus (p. 218, no. 10). 
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of the colony and its founder, of the lewd worship of its 
gods, and the vile propensities of its emperor."* 

A. Hadriakus.' 
A.D. 136— .Lj). 138. 



1. Oh}. IMP. CAES. TRAIANO. HADRIANO. Bust 
to the right, laureated, with paludamenium. 

* Salvftdor, ii. 583 ; Merivale, Hitt. <\f the Somatu, vol. vii. p. 400. 
The idea that Vespaeian and Titus struck coins with the t^pe of a bow 
andyouugto commemorate their TJctoiy over the Jews is an absurd one. 
I find, however, that such an idea has been adopted. In Eitto's Sittory 
ilf I'alettine (p. 757} a coin with this type is engraved of large brass 
aise ( ! ), with others of the ' Judiea Capta' type. The genuine coin is, 
however, of silver (so also is the ' Judrea Devicta,' engraved in Eitto 
as a large brass coin), and occurs of Tespasian, with the dates IMP. 
XIII=A.D. 75, and IMP. XIX=a.d. 78 (Cohen, Mid. Imp. vol i. p. 
281), and of Titus, with the date IMP. Xin=A.D. 78 (Cohen, /. c. p. 
316). The type doubtless indicates the sow seen by .£neBs, with its 
thirty young, concerning which Tirgil speaks in his 8th .£neid (1. 43 ; 
Eckhel,J)oef. JTuffl. Vet. voL vi. p. 836) ; besides, the bow was alegionary 
emblem. 

' There were also some coins struck at £ome, commemorating the 
defeat of the second revolt of the Jews. It may not be out of place 
to give their description and representation. 



Obv. HADEIANV8 AVG. COS. III. P. P. Bust to the right, 
bare, with jM/ti(/a(n<nt^uffi and cuirass. 
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Rev. COL. AEL. KAPIT. (sw) COND. Colon driving 
two oxeai to the right \ hebind them a standard fixed in 
the ground. (De Saulcy, pi. XV. no. 5.) ^.11. 



2. Oho. IMP. HADRIAN. Head to the 

right, laureated. 

B.eQ. COND. Turreted figure standing to the left, in a 
bexastyle temple. In exergue CO. AE. CAP. {Num. 
Ckron. N. S. vol. ii. pi. III. no. 5.) M. IL 

Bev. ADVENTYL AVG. IVDAEAE. Hadrifln Btanding to right 
beforea female (Judea), who holds a^a^a and aboz; betweeothem a 
burning altar : on either side of the female a child holding a palm : 
behind the altar a bull In exergue S. C. (Brititih Museum ; cf. Cohen, 
DOS. 606.610.) -£. I. 



Ohp. Same legend. Head of Hadrian to the right, bare ■ 
Bev. IVDAEA (in exerffue). Hadrian standing to right before a 
femaleCJudffla), whoholdaafiaferaand box; on the right side of female 
sn altar, and a bull; on the left side of the female achild: two children 
holding palme are adyancing towards Hadrian. In ^Id to left and 
right S. G. (British Museum.) ^. I. 

Hadrian's third consulship commenced in a.s. 119. The title of JPaler 
Fatrite (P. P.) was given to him in a.D. 126 according to St. Jerome, 
and in A.n. 128 according to Euaebiua. These coins are struck between 
A.D. 136 and A.J). 188, the ^ear of Hadrian's death. 
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These two coinH are doubtless the first which were 
struck in the new city by its founder (conditor) Hadrian. 
The type of the reverse of the first coin is a suitable re- 
presentation of the aratum templumy as a plough "was 
passed over the ruins of the Temple by the Roman general 
Rufus.' 



3. Obv. IMP. CAEa TRAI. HADRIAN. AVG. Bust 
to the right, laureated, with paludamentum. 

Rev. COL. AEL. CAP. Jupiter Capitolinus seated to left 
in a distyle temple ; before him and behind him a figure 
standing, each holding a spear.' (De Saulcy, pi. XV. 
no. 6.) M. I. 



4. Ohv. IMP. HADRIAN. Bust to the right, lau- 
reated, with paludamentum. 

Rev. COL. AE. CAP. Roman eagle' on pole (standard). 
(De Saulcy, pi. XV. no. 7.) M. III. 

* St. Jerome, Zaeh. viii. 16, 17. 

^ Tbece figures (as has been already observed by Cavedoni, Bibt. 
Num. vol. ii. p. 69) certainly represent Juno and Kinerra, and the t^pe 
is aunilar to the braes coins of Vespasian, which were struck to remind 
the Jews of the didrachm which was required to be paid to the Temple 
of Jupiter Capitolinus, and which had formerly been paid to the Temple 
at Jerusalem. (See below, under Oreeh Money in N. T.) Tacitus, 
Varro, and Martial expressly Bpeak of the Capitoline Temple ae the 
shrine of Jupiter, Juno and Minerra. (Eckhel, Boet. Num. Vet. vol. 
y'l. p. 328 ; Cohen, JU^d. Imp. vol. i. p. 319, nos. 403^10.) 

^ The emblem of the Soman ei^le seems to have been employed in 
derision, for the Jews could not endure the Boman ensigns, and in times 



btbuck at jerusalem. 
Hadrian and Antoninus. 



Obv. L^nd obliterated. Bust of Hadrian to the riglit, 
laureated, with paludamentum. 

Hev. IMP. T. AEL. CAES. ANTONINVS. RP. Head 
of Antoninus to the right, bare. (De Saulcy, pi. XX. 
no. 11.) M. II. 

B. Antoninus Pius. 



1. Obv. IMP. ANTONINO AVG. P.P.P. (Pio Patn 
FatneB.J Bust to the right, laureated, vfith paludamentum. 

Bev. COL. AE[L]IA CAP. Bacchus standing, facing, 
head turned to right, holding bunch of grapes (?) and 
thyrsus ; at his feet to left, a panther. (De Saulcy, pi. 
XV. no. 8.) J£i. II. 



2. Ohv. IMP. AEL. HAD. ANT Head to the 

right, laureated. 

past had raised a great sedition ELgainet Herod I. who attempted to place 
a golden eagle agaiuBt the principal door of the Temple (Joaeph. Anliq. 
xvii 6, 2), and against Pontius FUate, who introduced the ' IU5man 
ensigns into Jerue^em.' (Anliq. iviii. 3, 1.) See Herod of Chalcis, 
p. 112. 

Q 2 
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Rm. [C]OL. AE. CAP. Head of Senipis to right, with 
the modins. {De Sanlcy, pi. XV. no. 9.) iE. II. 




3. OU. IMP. C (Cffisar) T (Titus) AEL. AN. Head to 
the right, bare. 

^ew. COL. AE. CAPIT. (The heads of the letters are 
turned towards the centre of the coin.) Head of Serapis 
to right, with the modius. (De Saulcy, pi. XVI. no 1.)' 

^. n. 

4. Ohv. IMP. ANT. AVG. P.P.P. Head to the right, 
laureated, with paludamentum. 

Rev. Jupiter Capitolinus with his attributes seated in a 
tetrastyle temple 5 before him a flying eagle. In exergue 
C. A. C. (Colonia ^lia Capitolina.) M. II. 

This coin is in the possession of the Eev. H. C. Reichardt 
It was obtained at Jerusalem.* 



5. Obv. [ANTJONINVS AVG. P.P.R Bust to the 
right, laureated, with paludamentum. 

Rev. A turreted figure standing to the left in a tetrastyle 

• Cavedoni (Bibl. JTum. vol. ii, p. 70), aSxr Fellerin, wishen to Rttri- 
bute this coin to CommoduB, and oaye that De Saulcy has confounded 
the letter T with L. De Saulcy, however, has examined several speci- 
mens, and says there is certainly a T and not an L, and consequently that 
coins of Commodus still remain to be fonnd. (Eev. JTum. 1857, p. 298.) 

* yum. CAr<m. N. 8. vol ii. p. 114. 
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temple, holding in right hand an uncertain object, and in 
left a spear ; the right foot placed upon a helmet (?). In 
exergue C. A. C. (De Saulcy, pi. XVI. no. 3.) M. 11. 
Mionnet,* after Vaillant' and Eckhel,* has given the 
descriptions of some coins similar to the last, calling the 
figure Astarte, and describing her as placing her foot on a 
river. These coins have been quoted in popular works," but 
it does not appear that they exist There is certainly a tra- 
dition that a temple of Venus was erected on the site after- 
wards identified with that of the Sepulchre of our Lord,' 
but even this last fact has been allowed to be doubtful.' 




6. Ohv. IMP. ANT. Head, to the right, lau- 

reated. 

Eev. CO. AE. CA. The Dioscuri standing, each hold- 
ing a spear ; between them an eagle. (De Saulcy, pi- 
XVI. no. 4.) JE.. II. 



7. Ohv. [IMP. ANTONTINVS. AVG. P.P.P. Bust 
to the right, laureated, with paluihmentum. 

' Suppl. vol. viii. p. 361, no. 7. * Wum. Aer. J«p. L p. 23d, 

* Doet Suwi. Vet. vol. iii. p. J42. 

' Dr. Smith's Diet, of Biography/, s. t. JenuaUm; ibid. Diet, of Bible, 
8. T. Jervtalem. 

* BpiphaniuB, De Pond, et Meiu. 14. 

^ Gregorovins, Sadr. p. 66 ; Merivale, Hittory of t%e Samaiu under 
the Entire, toI. vii. p. 899, note. 
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Reo. CO. A[E.C]A. The Dioscuri fltanding, each hold- 
ing a spear. (De Saulcy, pi. XVI. no. 5.) M. II. 



8. Oh}. IMP. ANTONINVS. AVG. P.P.P. Boat to 
the right, laureated, viiik paludamemtum. 

Mev. CO. AE. CA. Turreted bust of the town to the 
right. (De Saulcy, pi. XVI. no. 6.) ^- U. 



9. Ohv. ANTONINVS Head to the right, lau- 

reated. 

Beo. CO. AE. CAPI. Bust to the right, covered with 
Kon's skin. (De Saulcy, pi. XVI. no. 7.) M. II. 

10. Ohv. IMP. CAES. ANTONINO. Bust to theright, 
laureated, with paludamentum. 

Bev. Boar walking to the right; above, the letters 
K.A.C. M. m. 

This small coin is in the Paris collection, and was first 
published by Pellerin,' who read the letters over the boar 
KAC. Sestini' and Mionnet' have read K.A.C. as the 
initials of Kolmiia j^lia Capitolma. De Saulcy,* how- 
ever, reads the letters KAE, and thinks Mionnet's reading 
very doubtful. He also objects to the use of K instead of 
C as the initial letter of Colonial but Cavedoni' brings 

« Vol. ii. Saj^l. p. 52, pi. IT. no. 12. 9 Beaer. Num. Vet. p. 645. 
' Vol. T. no. 14, p. 518. » Num. Jud. p. 175. 

* £ibl. Num. vol. ii. p. 71 ; Basehe, lexicon, a. v. KOA. 
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forward the feet that KOA and KOL are found on Latin 
coins of Damascus for Colonia. De Saulcy does not inter- 
pret KAE. The type of the boar may be in fevour 
of its being a Jewish colonial coin/ and the inscription 
on the obverse corresponda to some others of the coins of 
^lia, which have the inscriptions in the dative. 

11. Obv. IMP. ANTONINVS AVG.P. Head to the 
right, laureated, with paludamentum. 

Bev. C . A . C. Three females standing, clothed in the 
stola. M. 3^ 

This coin, which is published by Mionnet,* is omitted 
by De Saulcy. Cavedoni • wishes to take the three figures 
on the reverse for three nymphs^ on account of the rerpa- 
yvfixfyov which Hadrian had bmlt in ^lia Capitolina, on 
the site of the Temple ; but " why are there only three 
nymphs, and not four, to make allusion to a temple of 
four nymphs ?"' 



Antoninus Pius and Maecus Aurelius. 



Obv. IMP. T. AEL, [A]NTONINVS. P.P.P. Bust of 
Antoninus to the right, laureated, with paludamentum. 

Rev. M. AVKELIVS. CAESAR C.A.C. (?) Head of 
Aureliufl to the right, bare. (De Saulcy, pi. ^VI. no. 8.) 

^.11. 
* But Bee note no. 8, on p. 212. 
> Safpl. vol. viii. p. S61. 
« Bm. Ifum. ToL ii. p. 69. 
' J>e Sanlcy, Beo. Nam. 1857, p. 208. 
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C. MarCUB AUBELIUS. 
A.D. ICl— A.D. 180. 



1. Obv. IMP. CAESA[RAV]R.ANTONINVS.AVG. 
Bust to the right, laureated, with paludamemium. 

Sev. COL. AEL. CAP. Trophy. (De Saulcy, pi. 
XVII. no. 1.) ^. n. 




2. Obv. ANTONINVS. Young bust to the right, lau- 
reated, with paludaTuentum. 

Rev. C. A. C. Eagle on thunderbolt. (De Saulcy, pi. 
XVIL no. 2.) M. HI. 



3. Ohv. M. ANT. IMP. CTR 0^. Head to the right, 
bare. 

Bev. COL. AE. CAPIT. Head of Serapla to the right, 
with the rnodius. (De Saulcy, pi. XVIL no. 3.) M. II. 

4. Ohv. . . CAESAR, Head to the right, laureated. 
Rev. COL. A. CA. Head of Serapis to the right, with 



This last coin is in the possession of the Rev. H. C* 
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Beichardt, and was obtained at Bethlehem, near Jerusa- 
Ian.' 

Maecus Aurelius and Lucius Verus. 



1. Obv. IMP. . . . [AN]TONINO ET VEEO. AUG. 
Heads of Aurelius and Verus fiicing each other, both bare, 
the former with palitdajnentum. 

Rev. COL. AEL. CAP. Head of Serapis to the left, 
with the modim. (De Saulcy, pi. XVII. no. 4.) ^. II. 



2. Obv. IMP. . . ANTONINO ET VERO . , Heads 
of Aurelius and Verus facing each other, both laureated. 

Bev. COL. AEL. CAP. The town seated in a tetra- 
style temple. (De Saulcy, pi. XVII. no. 5.) ^. I. 



3. Obv. IMP. CAES. ANTONINO ET VERO. AVG. 
Bust of Antoninus and Verus facing each other, botii 
bare(i^, and with the paludamerdum. 

Rev. COL. AEL. CAP. Victory to the left, holding 
wreath and palm. (De Saulcy, pi, XVII. no. 6.) M. II. 

8 Num. Chron. N.S. toI. ii. p. 114. 
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4. Ohv. IMR ANTONINO AVG. Buata of 

AntoDinus and Veins facing eacli other, lioth laureated, 
and with the paludamentum. 

Rev. COL. AE. CAP. Turreted female seated to the 
left, holding paiera and comu-copite. (De Saulcy, pi. 
XVn. no. 7.) M. 11. 

D. Lucius Vbrus. 

A.D. 161— A.D. 169. 



1. Ohv. [CAE]S. L. AVREL. VE[RVS]. Head to the 
right, bare. 

Reu. COL. AEL. CAPITO. Romulus and Remus 
suckled by the wol£ (De Saulcy, pi. XVIL no. 8.) M. L 
The group of the reverse is placed upon a base. 

2. Ohv. . . . AVR. . AVG. Head to the right, lau- 
reated. 

Bev. COL. . . CAP. Turreted female head to the 
right. M. I. 

This coin is in the possession of the Eev. H. C. Rei- 
chardt, and was obtained at Jerusalem.* 

• JV««i. Chron. N.S. vol. ii. p. 115. 
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E. Julia Dohna. 

A.D. 173— A.D. 217. 



Ohv. rVXIA. DOMNA. Head of the Empress to the 
right 

Bev. COL. CAP. COM. P.F. A turreted female seated 
to the left, holding patera and a comu-copiffi on her left 
arm. ^ IL 

This is the first known coin of this Empress struck at 
Jerosalem, and it is in the possessioD of the Bev. H. C. 
Eeichardt* It bears the title Commodmna.^ and we may- 
conclude that Commodus may have rendered the colony 
important service. There are at present no coins known 
of Commodus struck at .^lia Capitolina.* In his insanity 
he called himself SercuZes Commodtanus, and even dared to 
name the city of Rome Colonia CommodtaTia.' Perhaps 
the colony of ^lia Capitolina was ordered to adopt the 
title, or adopted it to gratify his caprices. Though no 
authenticated coins of Severus, struck at .^llia Capitolina,* 

* Sum. Chnm N. 8. vol. ii. p. 115. ' See p. 216, note 9. 

' On large and eecoad braea coins, COL. L. AN. COM. {CoUmia 
lateia AnUmmiana Commodtana.) Cohen, vol. lit. p. 127, noa. 4C9, 470. 

* There is one given by Mionnet (voL v. p. 520, no. 24) with Greek 
legends, an improbable circumBtance for a Zoftn colony. {Cf, De Saulcy, 
.ATufli. Jttd. p. 182.) CftTedoni, however {Sibl. Num. toI. ii. p. 71 sej.) 
has proved that the l^end should be read KOA AVb HAIA EA (tie), 
and the coin attributed to Colonia jElia Carrhta in Meaopotomia. There is 
also one described in the sale catalogue of Capt. Hoare's coins (July 10, 
1S61, lot 613), but its present posseesor, the Bst. Churchill Bnbio^n, 
has kindly informed me that the coin is probably one of Severus' struck 
at Ceeearea in Samaria. (Mionnet, vol. Vf p. 490, no. 23.) 
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have yet been met with, yet the discovery of this one of 
his wife, Julia Domna, leads us to infer that his coins were 
struck there, and that they may some day be fonnd. 

F. Caeacalla. 

A.D. 211— A.D. 217. 



Ohv. IMP TON . . . Bust to the right, radiated, 

with cuirass (?}. 

Rev. [COL. AEL. CAP. COMM.]. Head of Serapis 
to the right, with the rnodius. (De Saulcy, pi. XVIII. 
no. 1.) M. n. 

G. Geta. 
Ajt. 211— AJ). 212. 



Obv. P. SEP. GET. CASAR (sic) AVG. Bust to the 
left, bare, with paludamentum. 

Rm. COLONIA. AELI. CAP. COM. P. FELIK {sic). 
Bacchus standing to the left, holding a bunch of grapes, 
and a thyrsus ; at his feet a panther. {Num. Chron. N. S. 
vol. ii. pi. in. 6.) M. II. 

This coin is in the possession of the Rev. H. C. 
Reichardt, and was obtained at Jerusalem." The reverse 
type is found on a coin of Antoninus Pius." 

» Num. Chron. N. 8. vol. ii. p. 115. < See No. 1, p. 216. 
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H. DiADUMENIANCS. 
A.D. 217— A.D. 217. 



1. Obv. M. OPEL. DIADVMENIANVS. Bust to 
the right, laoreated, with paludoTnentum. 

Bev. COL. AEL. CAP. COMM. A turreted %ure 
standing to the left in a tetrastyle temple, holding in right 
hand an uncertain object, and in left a spear, and placing 
right foot upon a helmet Between the spaces of the 
pUlars on either side a Victory standing on globe. Li 
exergue P. F. (De Saulcy,pl. XVm. no. 6.)' M. II. 



2. Obv. M. OP. DIADVM Bust to the right, bare, 

ynih paludamentum. 

Beo. COL . . . Bust of Serapis to the right, with 
the vwdius. (De Saulcy, pi. XVIIL no. 7.) M. 11. 



3. Obv. M. OPE. D[IADVME]NIANVS C. Bust to 
the right, laureated, with paludamentum. 

^ See Antoninus Pius, No. 5 ; and Elagabalue, No. S. 
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Rev. COL. AEL. CAP. Male figure standing, raising 
right band, and holding spear in left ; in field II. {De 
Saulcy, pi. XVm. no. 8.) M,. U. 

I. Elagabalus. 

A.D. 218— AJ). 222. 




1. Ohv.... A . . ANTONI . . . Head to the right, 
laureated. 

Rev. COL. CAP. COMM. Romulus and Remus suckled 
by the wolf. (De Saulcy, pi. XVIII. no. 3.) M. II. 




2. Ohv. IMP. C. M. AVP. {sic) ANTONmVS. AVG. 
Bust to the right, laureated, with paludam^ntwm. 

Rev. COL. AVP. {sic) AEL. CAP. Romulus and 
RemuB suckled by the wolf. In exergue P. F. {IHa Felix) 
{Num. Ckron. N. S. vol. ii. pi. IIL no. 7.) ^. II. 

This coin is in the possession of the Rev. H. 0. 
Reichardt. The name of AVP. {AVR? Aurelia) does not 
occur on any other coin of ^Elia Capitolina. 



3. Obv ANTONINVS. 

laiu*eated. 



Head to the right, 
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Mev. COL. AEL. CAP. COM. Figure standing, 
holding spear in right hand. (De Saulcy, pi. XIX. no. 5.) 



4. Ohv.... AVE. ANTONINVS. Head to the right, 
laureated. 

Bev. COL. AEL. CAP. COMM. Head of Serapis 
to the right, with the modim. (De Saulcy, pi. XVIH. 
no 4.) M. II. 



5. Obv. IMP. C. M. AVR. ANTONINVS. Head to 
the right, laureated. 

Rev. COL. AEL. CAP. COMM. A turreted figure 
standing to the left in tetrastyle temple, holding in right 
hand an uncertain object, and in left a spear, and placing 
right foot upon a helmet (?). Between the spaces of the 
pillars on either side a Victory standing on globe. In 
exergue P. F. (British Museum.) M. H. 

6. Ohv. IMP. .... NTONIN. Head to the right, 
laureated. 

Rev. COL. AEL. CAPIT. A turreted figure standing 
to the left in a tetrastyle temple ; two other deities at each 
side of her standing on globes in the spaces between the 
pillars. In exergue, letters (probably P. F.). M. II. 

This coin is in the possession of the Rev. H. C. 
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Keichardt." The reverse types of these last two coins are 
somewhat similar to a coin of Antoninus Pius,* and to one 
of IHadiunenian.' 



J. Tbajanus Dbcius. 

^D. 249— A.I>. 261. 



1. Ohv Q.TRA. DECIVS AVG. Head to the 

right, laureated. 

Reo. COL. — AEL. KA.— [COMM] m three lines, 
within a wreath. (De Saulcy, pi. XIX. no. 1.) JSa, I. 



2. Oh). ... MES. Q. TRA. DECIVS AVG. Head 
to the right, laureated. 

Rev. COL. AEL. KA. Jupiter seated to left, at his feet 
an eagle (?).' (De Saulcy, pi. XIX. no. 2.) M. I. 

8 Num. Chron. N. S. vol. ii. p. 116. 

9 No. 5, p. 216. ' No. 1, p. 225. 

' The object in De Saulcy's plate certainly looks like the figure of 
a little man. Cavedoni {Bihl. Num. vol. ii. p. 6S, note 47) prefers con- 
Bidering the reveree type of this coin, as Mionnet {toI. v. p. 521, no. 31), 
" the seated Senipis, hie right hand atretched out as though to hush the 
three-headed Cerberus." (C/ Eckhel, Doct. Num. Vet. vol iv. p. 30.) 
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3. Obv. ... TRA DEClVaAVG. Head, to the right, 
radiated. 

Hev. COL. AEL. KAP. COMM. Turreted head of the 
town to right. (De Saulcy, pi. XIX. no. 3.) ^. II. 

The three following coins are in the possession of the 
Rev. H. C. Reichardt.' 

Oiw. Q. TR.DECIVS...AVa Head to the right, 
radiated. 

Bev. . . . L. KAP. COM. P.F. Turreted head of the 
town to the right ^. IL 

Obv. . . N. T. Ce. Q. TR. Head to the right, laureated. 

Bev. COL. AEL. KA. Female figure standing, hold- 
ing a globe in her right hand, and a sta£f in her left : 
Victory placed on a pillar behind, crowns her ; in front, 
at her feet, a vase. i£. IL 

Obv. IMP. CAES. TRAI. DEKIVS. Head to the 
right, laureated. 

Bev. COL. AEL. KAP. A female standing to the left ; 
on her left arm she holds a comu-copiee ; her right 
hand stretched out holding uncertain object. ^. IT. 

* jr«m. Chron. N. 8. Tgl. ii. p. 116. 
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K. Hebennius Etbuscus 



HOSTILIANUB. 
A.D. Sid— A.II. 251. 



Obv. AETRVSCVS. ET. QVINTVS CAE8S. Busts 
jugate to the right, that of Etniscus radiated, bolli with 



JSev. COL. AE. KAP. CO... Bacchus standing, 
holding a spear, and a bust of Serapia;* mfeld to left 
between his body and the spear, a thi/rsm (?). (De Saulcy, 
pi. XIX. no. 4.) JE. t 




M. De Saulcy* has closed the series of the ancient coins 
of Jerusalem with the first copper pieces, struck in this 
city by the conquering Arabs. One of these pieces has 
upon the obverse in Cufic 
characters, * Mohammed [is 
the] aposde of God,'* with 
the figure of a Caliph stand- 
ing, probably Abd-el-melik, 
circ. A.D. 695, or Muiwiyeh), and on the reverse, 
' Palestine' and * ^lia,' the type being a half-moon over 

* This bead Cavedoni {Bihl. I/tun. vol. ii. p. 69, note 47) considers to 
be that of Lycurgat or Pentheut (Hygin. Fab. 132 ; Eurip. Baech. ver. 
1247). ' Sum. Jud. p. 188, pi. XIX. nos. 6, 7. 

' On a similar coin in the collection of Mr. Wigan, the name of 
' Mohammed' is written correctly, but the remaining words, ' Apostle 
of God,' are revereed. 



STRUCK AT JEBU8ALBH. 231 

the letter M, which is very similar to that on the contem- 
porary Byzantine coins. Another example has the same 
legend on the obverse, but on the reverse, instead of ' Pa- 
lestine — ^lia,' it has ' Pa- 
\ lestine' expressed twice. 
I r M. De Vogii^' has also 

' published two similar 
pieces. On the obverse of 
the first is the legend in Cufic letters, ^ Mohammed [is the] 

^_^^ apostle of God,' and on the reverse, 

/S^^\ /oCBlTOiN a five-branched candelabrum. Two 

^^CMB^' Vdy'y specimens of this coin were obtained 

in Syria. On the second of these 
coins, there are only traces of a legend and a seven- 
branched candelabrum, and on the obverse four trees 
planted parallel to each other. 
(i^ifUU^ /V "wil^ "^^ '^'^"^ ^^ came fiitim Syria. 
According to De Vogii^, the can- 
delabra with five or seven branches, 
which may also be seen on other monuments of the 
Roman time,' and which have become traditional, may 
have been intended ' faire allusion anx souvenirs judaiques,' 
and the coins seem to have been struck during the period 
which separates the Arab conquest from the coining 
of the first money of the Caliph Abd-el-melit. These 
coins conveniently close the series of ancient Jewish 
money. 

T Bev. mm. 1860, p. 291, pi. XIU. noB. 7, 8. 

• Bas-relief on the column of Titus, and many other references given 
by De Togiie (t. c.) especially to the diaBertation of the late M. I'AbbS 
Or«ppo, Notice* *ur de* iiucripliom atttiquet tiriet de queljutt tombeaux 
jwifi d Borne. Lyon, 1836, 8vo. 



CHAPTER XL 



MONEY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 



A. Greek Money. 

The Greek coins mentioned in the New Testament are the 
drachm^ the stater^ and the lepton. The didrachm is spoken 
of as a money of accomit.* Money in general is also spoken 
of in several passages. When om- Lord sent forth the 
twelve disciples, he instructed them — " Provide neither 
gold, nor silver, nor brass {y^pvaov /irjSe apyvpov /ir]S€ x^A-' 
Kw) in your purses [girdles, ^j/ay]."* In the parallel pas- 
sage of St. Mark,' the word xoXkov (copper money) is only 
used, whilst St. Luke* employs the term apyvpiov (money). 
The word xoXkov is also employed to signify ' money ' in 
St. Mark,* where he speaks of the crowd coming to throw 
' money into the treasury.' St. Luke,® in the parallel pas- 
sage, has TO, Scipa avrciv (their gifts). The employment 
of xaXKov for ' money ' is accounted for from the fiict of a 
copper currency having been the chief coinage of Pales- 
tine. We have seen this in the coinage of the Herodian 
family. The silver that was current was chiefly that of 
the principal cities of Phoenicia and Syria. 

In speaking of the drachm and dzdrackm^ it is necessary 

^ The fiv&f which was a Greek weight, is also mentioned as a money 
of account in the Parable of the Ten Pounds (Lukexix. 12— 27), as also 
the ToXavToy in the Parable of the Talents (Matt. xxy. 14 — 80). Sixty 
mine went to the talent, and their weight depended on the weight of 
the talent. 

« Matt. X. 9. * Mark vi. 8. 

^ Luke ix. 3. ^ Mark xii. 41. ^ Luke xxi. 1. 
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» 

to allude to the passages in the Old Testament and Apo- 
crypha in which they occur. 

The drachm was one of the principal silver coins of the 
Greeks, and became current among the Jews after the exile. 

It occurs in the following passages of the second Book 
of Maccabees: 'Jason sent special messengers from Jeru- 
salem, who were Antiochians, to carry three hundred 
drachms to the sacrifice of Hercules ' {apyvplov Bpaxfia^ 
[Vulg. dtdrajchrncLs] rpioKoaia^ ely ttjp tov "HpoicAcow 
Ovaiav)^ 2 Maccab. iv. 1 9. 

* The seventy thousand drachms {firraKi? Se /ivpidSas^ 
Spax/xm [Vulg. didrachmts]\ which those, who were left 
by Judas in the stronghold of the Idumseans, stole/ 
2 Maccab. x. 20. 

' Judas collected two thousand drachms of silver (ely 
apyvplov hpa^fJuoL^ hi(r)(iKLa9 [Vulg. duodedm mUlia 
drachmcLS argenii])^ and sent them to Jerusalem to oflFer a 
sin-oflFering/ 2 Maccab. xii. 43. 

It also occurs once in the New Testament — * Either 
what woman having ten pieces of silver (Spax/J^^ Se/ca) 
if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle and sweep 
the house, and seek diligently till she find it,' Luke xv. 8. 

It is of different weights, according to the use of the 
several talents.^ 

1. The drachm of the -^ginetan talent, which was fre- 
quent in Greece and the islands in early times, gives a 
maximum average of 96 grains. The early coins, how- 
ever, give an average of 92*3. From the examination of 
Mr. Burgon's weights from Athens, Mr. Poole has ascer- 
tained that the drachm used for the coins of ^gina was 
of the commercial talent of Athens, and that as a weight 
it was as heavy as 99*8 grains. 

7 Eor fuller and further particulars relative to the drachm of the 
different talents, see Chapter on ' Weights.* 
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2. The drachm of the first Phoenician, Macedonian, and 
Ptolemaic talent, which is but the heavier ^ginetan, and 
which was used in Thrace and Macedon before the time 
of Alexander the Great, and restored in the coinage of 
the Kings of Egypt, weighed about 110 grains. 

3. The drachm of the late Phoenician or Persian talent 
weighed, according to Mr. Burgon,* between 58 and 59 
grains. 

4. The drachm (?) of the Euboic talent, which was an 
Eastern system, as obtained from the coins of Eubcea, 
weighed 63 grains. 

5. The drachm of the Attic talent, which became almost 
universal upon the accession of Alexander, weighed about 
66'7 grains. Mr. Burgon's weights from Athens show this 
drachm, as a weight, to have been as heavy as 71*7 grains. 
About B.C. 25 it weighed only 61*3 grains, becoming very 
nearly equal to the Soman denarius^ which averaged 60 
grains. It eventually fell to 57 grains, or even lower.* 

The drachms mentioned in the Maccabees are most 
probably of the Seleucidae, and therefore of the Attic 
standard. Those mentioned in St. Luke are doubtless 
denarii^ for at that time the Attic drachm and dertarius were 
identical. This being a recognised fact, the curious 
passage in Josephus, relative to the shekel, receives a 
satisfactory explanation. Josephus^ says, * 6 8e aiKXa^f 

pofuar/juz ^Kfipamu odVj ^Attckw 8€)(€tcu 8pa)(fia9 reaaapa^j' 
and at this period the denarius was almost equal to a quar- 
ter of a Maccabdean shekel. Josephus is therefore speak- 
ing of four of the current Attic drachms, to which four 
denarii of his time were equal. There are pieces of Nero 
struck at Ephesus, a little earlier than the time of 

® Thomas, Sale Gat, Greek Coins, p. 57. 

' See below, under Denariiu^ p. 246. 

^ Antiq, iii. 8, 2. S^ 
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Josephus, upon which may be seen the word APAXMH, 
and weighing 56 grains, the exact weight of the Boman 
d£naritis^ and also others with AIAPAXMON weighing 

113 grains, being the double. The word APAXMA 
occurs also on autonomous copper coins of Byzantium. 

Didrachm is properly the name of a coin equal to two 
drachmas. The Septuagint renders the Hebrew shekel of 
the Old Testament by didrachmon, and didrachmon is itself 
rendered in the English version of the New Testament by 
' tribute.' The extant shekels, which are of the Macca- 
baean period, have almost exactly the same weight as a 
Ptolemaic so-called tetradrachm. If then the shekel 
equals a tetradrachm, how can we account for the Septua* 
gint rendering it by didrachm ? 

The answer to this question was suggested by the late 
Col. Leake.' ^^ In Phoenicia, as well as in Judaea, it 
appears that a unity of weight existed, named shekel from 
shakal^ to weigh, that is to say, it was ' the weight' Kar 

i^ox^v^ And. this weight appears to have been the same 
as the Egyptian unit of weight, for weleam from HorapoUo 

that the Motfos or unit, which they held to be the basis 
of all numeration, was equal to two drachmae;' and 

hihpayjioi^ is employed synonymously with aUXo^ for the 
Hebrew word shekel by the Greek Septuagint, conse- 
quently, the shekel and the didrachmon were of the same 
weight. I am aware that some learned commentators are 
of opinion that ^the translators here meant a didrachmon 
of the Graeco-Egyptian scale, which weighed about 110 



> Numitmata Selleniea, Appendix, pp. 2, 8 ; KutniimaHe Chronicle^ 
Tol. xvii p. 205 9eq, 

' nap' Aiyvmotc VLovclq iariy a\ ivo ipaxfJ^al. Mov^c 9c iravroc dpidfiov 
yivioiQ, Ei^Xi^ywc ovr Zvo ipdjQiac povXSfiiyoi ifikHeai yvra ypd^v^i, 
mi n^Ttip ioKti Koi yiytoiQ cTi^ai, KaB&wtp koI ii Moyac> i 11. 
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grains; but it is hardly credible that SiSpaxfiov should have 
been thus employed without any distinguishing epithet, at 
a time when the Ptolemaic scale was yet of recent origin^ 
the word didrachmon, on the other hand, having for ages 
been applied to a silver money of about 130 grains, in 
the currency of all cities which followed the Attic or 
Corinthian standard, as well as in the silver money of 
Alexander the Great and his successors. In all these 
currencies, as well as in those of Lydia and Persia, the 
stater was an Attic didrachmon, or at least with no greater 
difference of standard than occurs among modem nations 
using the same denomination of weight and measure ; and 

hence the word SiSpaxfiotf was employed as a measure of 
weight, without any reference to its origin in the Attic 
drachma. Thus we find the drachma of gold described as 
equivalent to ten didrachma,^ and the half-shekel of the 
Pentateuch translated by the Septuagint to TJfuav rod 

SiSpax/iov. There can be little doubt, therefore, that the 
Attic, and not the Greeco-iEgyptian didrachmon was in- 
tended by them 

" The half-shekel of silver paid to the Lord by every 
male of the children of Israel as a ransom for his soul,* 
had nothing in common with the tribute paid by the Jews 
to the Boman Emperor. The tribute was a denarius^ in 
the English version ' a penny ',® the duty to the Temple 
was a didrachmon, two of which made a stater. It appears 
then that the half-shekel of ransom had, in the time of our 
Saviour, been converted into the payment of a didrachmon 
to the Temple, and two of these didrachma formed a stater 

* HeBjchius in l^yjuii. 

^ To Hixitrv TOW 2t2pax/iov o core Kara to ^l^pa\fwy to fiyiov, elro^i ofioXol 

TO ^/^pax/iov, TO Si fjfuav tov iiSpd\iJLOv eiffijfopa Kvp/^ liiKderaffdai 

irep2 tUv yj/vxiiy hfjuir. Exod. xxx. 13—15. 

^ See later, p. 247. 
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(' of the Jewish currency. This stater was evidently the 
extant ' Shekel Israel,' which was a tetradrachmon of the 
Ptolemaic scale, though generally below the standard 
weight, like most of the extant specimens of the Ptolemies ; 
the didrachmon paid to the Temple was therefore of the 
same monetary scale. Thus the duty to the Temple was 
converted from the half of an Attic to the whole of a 
Ptolemaic didrachmon, and the tax was nominally raised 
in the proportion of about 105 to 65 ; but probably the 
value of sUver had fallen as much in the two preceding 
centuries." 

We here learn that the Egyptian unit was a didrachm. 
The suggestion that the Septuagint intended the Attic 
weight involves a difficulty, for the didrachm of the Sep- 
tuagint would be a shekel, and the didrachm of the New 
Testament a half-shekel. It is, however, extremely 
probable that the Alexandrian Jews adopted the term 
' didrachm * as the common name of the coin which was 
equal in weight to the shekel, — ^the Ptolemaic didrachm 
not tetradrachm — and was not necessarily a piece of 
money, there being few, if any, Attic didrachms current 
in the time of our Lord. This observation, as has been 
suggested by Mr. Poole,^ is singularly corroborated in 
the account of the miracle of the tribute-money, where 
St. Peter finds in the fish a stofer, which he paid for our 
Lord and himself.' 

The Jews, when dispersed throughout the world, still 
continued to pay the half-shekel for the use of the Temple 
— TO T€ SiSpax/jLOVf o r^ Oetp icaro^oAAetj/ eicaorot^ Tra- 

7 Article * Money,' Dr. Smith'B Diet, of the Bible. 

s TLpotniKQoy oX TA AIAPAXMA Xa^jSdvovrcc rf O^rp^ ical elxav/O 

lilaeKokoQ vfjLwy ov reXei TA AIAPAXMA ; Xiyei No/ 7va 2e 

fi^ tTKay^aXlawfjiiy oirrovc* iropivdiic tic Oa\a<reay j3aXe Ayxiarpoy, koI Toy 
hyafiayra irpwToylxBvy ipoy' cal avo/(ac ro aTOfia ahrov etrp^mc STATU PA* 
tKeiyoy Xafiuty ioi ahrolc avri ifwv Kol aov. Matt. xvii. 24 — ^27. 
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Tpiov.^ Here again arises an apparent difficulty, for we 
have just proved that SiSpaxjJLOP was the term used as the 
common name for the coin equal in weight to the shekel^ 
and Josephus therefore should have said to rj/uav rod 
dtdpdx/iov to express the tax of half a shekel. But 
Josephus probably employs the term to SlSpaxfiop as St. 
Matthew does the plural tol BlBpayjui to express the tax^ 
and not the payment — ^the shekel-tax — rather laxly ren- 
dered in the authorised version " tribute money." Again, 
Josephus, who speaks of the shekel as equal to four Attic 
drachms, each of which drachm (or denarius) was equiva- 
lent to the quarter of a Maccabaean shekel,* here employs 
the word SlSpaxfioy to represent Svo hpayjiai^ or half a 
shekel. After the taking of Jerusalem and destruc- 
tion of the Temple, Vespasian ordered the Jews, in what- 
ever country they might be, to pay the sum of two 
drdchrruB to the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, as they had 
previously paid to the temple at Jerusalem.' Again, after 
the defeat of Bar-cochab in the second revolt, the tax, 
which is called o ip6p09 t&v aaopAToav^ is described as very 
heavy,' and even as late as a.d. 226, in the time of 
Alexander Severus, the Jews continued to pay the 
didrachm.* 

' Joseph. Antiq, xviii. 9, 1. See also Cic. Fro JBlacco, 28 ; and Mid- 
dleton's Life of Ckero, E. Moxon, 1889, p. 83. ^ See p. 284. 

^ ^opoy ^c rote oirov^^iror' oltriv *Iov^aioiQ m/3aX£, 2vo ipa^naQ €Kaaroy 
KtKevaaQ &va irav eroc etc to ^awerutXioy ^epeiv» &inc€p irp^rtpoy eic toy ly 
'lipoaoKvfioic yiiay crvvercXovv. Joseph. SelL Jud. vii. 6. 6. — Kal &ir* 
igtiyov BiBpaxpoy, Irci)(6i7, rove rarctrpta avT&yiBfi iripioriXXoyras tQ Eairc- 
rwXi^ Atf KUT €TOQ &ir(Hl>ip€iy, Dion Cass. Ixvi. 7. 

' "Avaaty o <^poQ r&y etafionay ^apvrtpOQ r^c &XX17C irepiovcrlaQ, Appian. 
8yr. 50. As regards vepiovaiaQ " ingeniosius quam yerius irepiovaiae in 
irepioiKtaQ mutatiim Toluit MYSQE." See ed. Schweighaeuser, toI. iii. 
part 2, p. 571. 

^ Ecu yvy ^lovSaiwy iiBpa'XJJioy airrocc (bc. 'Pw/iaioic) rtKovyrtity. Origen. 
Letter to Jfricanus, ed. De la Bue, vol. i. p. 28. 
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The word AIAPAXMON, as already mentioned,' occora 
upon a silver coin of Nero, Btruck at Ephesus, which has 
the weight of two denarii. The same word also occurB on 
some of the copper autonomons coins of Rhodes, as well 
as on a lai^ brass of Nerra, struck in the same island. 

We have now to deal with the stater, which, as we have 
seen, was the coin found in the fish for the payment of 
the Hebrew sacred tax.' The word staier^ which means 
standard, was a term applied to coins of gold, electrum, 
and silver. The principal gold staters were the Darics 
{aTarrjpfff Aa/)€*Atot), those of Crcesus {Kpoureioi), and those 
of Athens.^ The two former appear always to have been 
didrackms of the Perso-Euboic, and the latter a didrackm 
of the Attic talent The term stater was also applied to the 
tetradrackm of Athens, and to the gold tetradrachm (com- 
monly called octodrachm) of the Ptolemies, and firom this 
it may be inferred that it was a standard of both metals. 
The coin then that was so miraculously supplied for 
the payment of the tribute was doubtless one of the tetra- 
drachms of the cities of Syria, which were of the same 



weight as the shekel, and were current in Palestine. " It is 
observable," says Mr. Poole, "in confirmation of the minute 
accuracy of the Evangelist, that at this period the silver 
currency in Palestine consisted of Greek imperial tetra- 
drachms, or staters, and Boman denarii of a quarter their 

« See p. 235. « See p. 237. 

T For full accounta of the different staters see the ' Numismatic arti- 
cles' in Smitii'B Dict.ofAatiqmtietiKaA also Smith's Diet. <if the Bible, 
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value, didracluns having fallen into disuse. Had two 
didrachms been found by St. Peter, the receivers of tribute 
would scarcely have taken them ; and no doubt the 
ordinary coin paid was that miraculously supplied.*' He 
also has remarked to me that the tribute was always paid 
in fiill weight, and that therefore the date of this Gospel 
must be of a time when staters of pure silver were current. 
Probably none are later than the first century. 

We have already observed that the Septuagint have em- 
ployed the word apyvptop in the Old Testament to express 
the Hebrew word yn, and that this latter has been rendered 
in the Authorised Version by 'piece of silver/® a form like- 
wise used to explain the Spax/irj of St Luke.® The word 

apyvpiou is also employed in the Acts/ and again occurs 
in the account of the betrayal of our Lord for 'thirty 
pieces of silver* {jpiaxovra apyvpui).^ These silver pieces 
have usually been considered to be denarii^ but a curious 
and ingenious suggestion has recently been made by Mr. 
Poole. The parallel passage in Zechariah' may throw 
some light upon the subject. The Authorised Version 
has ' thirty pieces of silver/ whilst the Septuagint reads 
the passage, thirty silvers {rpiaKoirra apyvpow). It is 
proposed to understand this passage as meaning ' thirty 
shekels of silver,' which receives some corroboration from 
the fact of ' thirty shekels of silver' being the price of 
blood to be paid in the case of a servant accidentally 
killed.* In this case the passages in St. Matthew must also 

8 See p. 7. » See p. 233. ^ Acts xix. 19. 

* Matt. xxvi. 15 ; xxvii. 3, 5, 6, 9. 

' Zech. xi. 12| 13. In the received text of St. Matthew, the prophecy 
as to the ' thirty pieces of silver' is ascribed to Jeremiah. It has been 
thought to have been quoted from memory, and inaccurately (Alford 
in loc,), but the Syriac version omits the name of Jeremiah and merely 
says ' the prophet.' * Exod. xxi. 32. 
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be understood as shelceh^ but not as current shekels, for 
there were none current at this tune. Mr. Poole* has now 
suggested that the tetradrachms of the Greek cities of 
Syria or Phoenicia in the time of our Lord, which have 
the same weight as the shekels of Simon Maccabaeus, 
of which tetradrachms we have also seen that the stater 
was a specimen,® were the coins which composed * thirty- 
pieces of silver' for which our Lord was betrayed. 

The mite (Actttoj/), which was originally a small Greek 
copper coin, of which at Athens seven went to the xoAicoOr, 
was the smallest coin current in Palestine in the time of 
our Lord. We have spoken of it at some length in the 
Chapter on Weights. 

The KoKKvfios^ of which there is no direct mention, 

though it can be discovered in the term KoXKvfiLorrjs of 
the Gospels, has been already alluded to by Mr. Akerman, 
in his Numismatic Illustrations of the New TestamerUJ The 
word collyhus appears not only to have signified a ' small 
coin,'* but also * the changing of sQver.' • The KoXkvfiurraij 
or money changers,* were persons who exchanged foreign 
coin, brought by the Jews from distant countries, for coins 
current in Judsea. They used to sit in the porches of the 
Temple, md make their gain by charging a gmaU com- 
mission for changing the foreign money, which enabled 

* Smith's Diet, of the Bibles s. v. Pieee qfeilver. 

« See p. 289. 7 Page 18. 

• Cic. In Verr, Act, ii. lib. iiL 78 ; Att. lii. 6 ; Aristoph. Par. ver. 
1199 ; Kat r<$XXvi3ov, Xewroy ti voiuayAnov. Pollux, Onom, lib. ix. 6. See 
also Suet. In Aug, c. 4. 

^ *Apyvplov dXXayilp 6 icaXov/xevoc r(SXXv/3oc. Folluz« Onom. lib. iii. 9 ; 
ef, lib. yii. 83. Castell, in his Lexicon, at the word J7p» says, ** The 
change {collyhut) or the loss in changing a coin is an obolus of silver— 
fp^ nyn." {Rev. Num. 1858, p. 864.) 

^ Matt. xxi. 12 ; Mark xi. 15 \ John ii. 15. Cf. also the term rpa- 
vi(lT7iQ in Matt. xxv. 27. 
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the Jews to pay the half-shekel tax to the Temple.' They 
took their seats yearly on the 25th day of the month 
Adar. The tax could only be paid in Jewish money, and 
consequently explains the reason of the term KoXKvficarrj^* 



B. BoMAN Money. 

The terms employed by the Bomans to designate 
' money * are numisma^ nummus or numus^ pecunia^ aes^ 
and moneta. The first two are derived from vofios^ a 
word transferred into the Latin language through the 
Dorian Greeks of Sicily and Italy.* Suidas* and Isidorus* 
absurdly pretend that they are derived from the name 
of Numa Pompilius. Money was called pecunia from its 
meaning property, riches, wealth, from pecus^ cattle ; but 
not so called, as Pliny says,* because the ancient Boman 
coins represent an ox or a sheep. It was called aes from 
the earliest Roman money being of brass, and moneta 
— Whence our word money — ^because money was struck at 
Rome in the temple of Juno Moneta.' 

The Roman money mentioned in the New Testament 
is the 05, the dupondius^ and the qitadrans of copper, 
and the denariics of silver. We will speak of the first 
three of these in connection with each other, as they 
are all rendered in our Authorised Version by the word 
* &rthing.' The Greek name of the Roman as or assa^ 
rius is axraapiov^ and this word is the one we find in 
the LXX, rendered in one instance in the Vulgate by 
05, and in the other by dupcmdvus. The first passage 
is in St. Matthew x. 29, Oi;x^ bvo crpovOla aa-aapiov 

* Exod. XXX. 18—15. • Pollux, Onom. ix. 79. * s. V. kaoaplvu 

5 Be Orig. xvi. 17. • N. H, xviii. 3 ; xxiii. 13 : eeep. 7. 

7 Liyy, vi. 20 ; Cic. Be Nat. Beor. iii. 18. 
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wa)X€iTcu ; " nonne duo pa^seres ctsse veneunt ?" The 
second passage is in St Luke xiL 6, Ovxji irepre arpovdia 
TTfoKovvTOL acraapuov Svo ; '^ nonne quinque passeres 
veneunt dipondio f* It is very clear from the &ct of the 
word dupondttis or dtpondms^ which was equal to two 
asseSy and was a coin of itself, being substituted for the 
"two assarm of the Greek text, that a single coin is intended 
by this latter expression. This idea is fully borne out 
by the coins of Chios, The Greek autonomous copper 
coins of this place have inscribed upon them the words 
ACCAPION, ACCAPIA AYQ or AYO and ACGAPIA 
TPIA. There are also copper coins of Chios with 
the word HMYACCAPION (stc). This, according to 
Polybius, was the sum given by travellers in Italy for a 
day's living, and he adds, that it was equal to the fourth 
part of the oholus.^ The aa-adpiop would, according to 
this, be equal to half the obolus. The oboltis was the 
sixth part of the drachm^ and two oboli are stated by Poly- 
bius to have been the daily pay of a foot-soldier.* The 
Attic drachm and the denarius were at this time identical, 
and a denarius^ in paying the soldiers, was estimated as 
ten asseSj therefore two obolt a-day would be equal to 3i 
asses. In this case the aaadpiop would be equal to rather 
more than half the oholus. On an examination of the coins 
of Chios, in the British Museum, with the above denomi- 
nations, it is certain that there were two (or perhaps 
more) systems of coinage, a greater and a lesser. The 
greater gives an average assarimi of 85.45 grains, and 
the lesser, one of 36.16. The coins are probably of the 
time of Augustus.^ The specimen here engraved is the 

» Seliq. vL 89, 12. 

^ On one of them may be found the word 2EBA2T0Z (Eckhel, 
Doet, Hum. Vet, yoL ii p. 567.) 
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asmrum of the greater syBtem, 

and weighs 79 grainB, being 

; only 6.45 grains of lower 

weight than it ought to be.* 

In the passages ^ven above 

from Polybiua, the assanon and oboltts are * mentioned in 

connection with each other. The obolus was originally a 

sUver coin, and, as above stated, the sixth part of the 

drachm, yet copper oholi are known to have existed, and 

the word OBOAOC occurs on a copper coin of Chios. It 

ia also found on a copper coin of Metapontum in Lucania. 

ThiB latter is extremely curious, as from its style and 

fabric it cannot be later than B.C. 300. It has been 

suggested that it was struck in a time of extreme public 

distress.* Vitruvius, whose writings may be fixed between 

the reigns of Augustus and Titus, states that the Greeks 

employed copper oholi^* and Lucian, who was bom about 

A.D. 120, speaks of the obolus of copper as a coin of 

common occurrence.' 

The third copper piece, also rendered in our Authorised 
Verrion by ' farthing,' now claims our attention. The Greek 
word is KoSpdvTTjSj which is merely a transcription of 

* The Miarion of the N. T. must, most probablj, be sought for among 
the Greek Imperial coins. (See Chapter on "Weights.) 

' MiUingen, Num. de rAneienne ItaUe, pp. 25, 26. 

* Bin enim aereos signatos ex tequo sex, quos obolot appellant, consti* 
toenmt. IJb. iii- 1. 

* Ol&i yap Tov xaSxoy, i^\dv, 6s otaOa, Topa rwf caraTXtdtTwr JK(i<n-ov 
fxKiymy. Ltician, Contempt. Didot, ed. p. 183. On two copper coins of 
Aretaa, a cotempor&ry of Pompej, which are published by the Due de 
Luynea {Bee. Num. 1858, p. 295, no. II , p. 296, no. 18), the worda 
»1D3 nsn and *]D3 yn may be found. The Duke has explained them 
by " (value of) silver obol" and " half obol of silver." The Chaldee word 
VISH or mo answers to the Hebrew mi and nnVH, both of which are 
equivalent to the obolm (see p. 7, note 8). The words dp^x/"' '""^ 
iilpa^(jtof, which are names for silver coins, also occur on the copper. 
(See pp. 235, 289.) 
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the Latin quadrans. The quadrans^ which was also called 
teruncius^ was the fourth part of the Soman as^ and had 
three balls to denote its value. In the early times of the 
Republic there were pieces of a smaller value than the 
quadrans^ viz., the sextans^ or sixth part of the as ; the 
UTuda^ or twelfth part ; and the semi-uncia^ or half-ounce ; 
but in the time of Cicero (circ. b.c. 62) we find it stated 
to be the smallest Roman brass coin.* According to St. 
Mark it was equal to two lepta? The lepton was the 
smallest Greek copper coin ; and, according to Suidas,® was 
the seventh part of the xolKkovs? The copper currency 
in Palestine, in the time of Augustus and Tiberius, con- 
sisted partly of Roman coins and partly of Graeco-Roman 
or Greek Imperial. It is excessively probable that the 
Kobpairrqs and Xerrrou belonged to the latter. The former 
of these pieces is apparently the quarter of the assarion^ 
and the latter the eighth.^ 

Denarius^ rendered in the Authorised Version ' penny,'* 
was the name given to the principal silver coin fi-om its 
being at first equivalent to ten dsses^ but on the reduction 
of the weight of the ds it was made equal to sixteen asses j 
and though the soldier nominally received a denarius per 
diem, he was only paid ten asses.^ According to Pliny, 

' To XewrSraToy tov xoXkov vofiltrfiaroQ Kovadpdyrriv eicaXovy. Plutarch. 
in Oie. zxix. 26. 

7 Acirra ivo 6 itrri KodpavrriQ, xii. 42. 
® S. w. rdXarroy and 6fio\6g, 

* See p. 241. The phrase, ' Till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing 
{MpavTTiv)' in Matt. v. 26, is rendered in Luke xii. 59, by * Till thou hast 
paid the very last mite (Xivroy)* 

* See Chapter on ' Weights.' 

• Matt, xviii. 28 ; xx. 2, 9, 18 j xxii. 19. Mark yi. 87 ; xii. 15 ; xiv. 5. 
Luke yii. 41 ; x. 86 ; xx. 24. John vi. 7 ; xii. 6. Eev. vi. 6. 

• In militari stipendio denarius pro decern assibus datuB. Plin. K". H. 
xxxiii. 8.— Denis in diem assibus animam et corpus aestimari. Tacit. 
Ann. i. 17. 

8 
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silver was not coined at Rome till b.c. 269, but Monunsen^ 
prefers considering that the actual coinage did not com- 
mence tUl B.C. 268. The gold was not struck till some 
years later. According to some M88. 62 years later^ 
according to the Bamburg MS. 51 years. The former 
date equals b.c. 206, the latter b.c. 217. It is best to con- 
sider the date b.c. 217 as the correct one, on account of 
other extensive changes which took place in that year. 
[For this question see Mommsen.] 

There were originally 84 denarii struck to the pound, 
but subsequently, under Nero, 96. The Attic drachm 
which weighed, according to some, 66*5 Troy grains, and 
according to others 67*37, continued in use until an uncer- 
tain period after the death of Alexander the Great ; 

Troy grains. 

About B.C. 223—187 it had fallen to 65-3—65.0 
About B.C. 125—70 it further fell to 63'1— 62-8 
About B.C. 25 it weighed only . . 61*4: — 61*3 
and then became very nearly equal to the Roman denarmSy 
the weight of which may be fixed at 60 grains.* After the 
time of Nero the denarius weighed about 52 grains. There 
is no doubt that most of the silver currency in Palestine, 
during the New Testament period, consisted of denarii. 
The ' pieces of sQver ' in the Acts,* rendered by the word 
apyvpixL^ doubtless represent denarii^ as also the ten pieces 
of silver (Spaxfias SeKo) mentioned in St. Luke.^ A 
denaritis was the day's pay for a labourer in Palestine at 
the time of our Lord f and in this country a penny a day 

^ Gesehtehte des Si^misehen MutUfUfesens^ p. 289. 

^ Thomas Burgon, NumUmatie Chronicle, toI. yiii. p. 89. 

' Acts xix. 19. For the ' piece of silver* mentioned in St. Matthew , 
see p. 240. 

7 Luke XV. 8, 9. See pp. 233, 240. 

» Matt. XX. 2, 9, 10, 18. Cf. « But teU ine what wages shaU I give 
thee ? wilt thou a drachm a day ?" Tobit v. 14. 
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appears to have been the pay of a field-labourer in the 
middle ages.* 

Under the Repablic the earliest denarii had upon the 
obverse the heads of Hercules, Apollo, Mars, Janus, 
Jupiter, and afterwards the head of Eome, helmeted, and 
behind it X, to represent denarius ; but under the Empire 
the denarius bore the title and effigies of the reigning 
Ceesar. Hence our Lord says to the Pharisees, who had 
brought to him a penny to tempt him, "Whose is this 
image and superscription ? and they say unto him Ceesar' s. 
Then salth he unto them. Bender unto Ceesar the things 
which are Ceesar's, and imto God the things which are 
God's."* The title of Ceesar — as well as that of Augustus 
■ — was common to all the coins of the Boman Emperors, 
and the name of Tiberius, who was the Ceesar alluded to 
by the Pharisees, is abbreviated TI, while the name 
CAESAB is at length. It is excessively probable that the 



coin here engraved is a representation of the actual type 
that was shown to our Lord. This was the tribute money 
payable by the Jews to the Boman Emperor,' and 

* Akerman, Ifumitmatie ZUuttntiont of HT. 7. p. 6. It has been 
remarked (Smith's I>ict. of the Bible, ■. t. Wage*) that the traditional 
remembrance of the erum of ' a penny a day' for wages may have mg- 
geated the mention of " drachmas, wrung from the hard bands of pea- 
sants." (Shakspere, Jvl. Cat. Act IT. Scene 8.) 

* Matt mi. 19—21. 

* "SifVTiv iwvai tUfoon Kaloapi ^ ov ; — 'Exi!ii(ar«' fioi to vifnafia tou 
K^fvov' ol ii wfXM^fiyaif avrf ii]rafi»y. Matt. xxii. 17, 19 ; ^, Mark 
xii. 11. Kalaapi f6poy Sourai ; — AiJEart f»t iit^apcor. Luke xi. 22, 24. 
The Jews, when accusing our Lord before Pilaie,fal»ely accused him of 
"forbidding to give tribute {fipovt} to Cnsar." LtibezxiiL2. The 
Ktivmt was a poU<taz, and the ^ipot a payment for state purposes. 
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must not be confounded with the tribute paid to the 
Temple/ 

The name denarius was used for other coins. Pliny- 
mentions a denarius aureus^ by which he very probably 
means the common aureus^ and a copper denarius^ is 
spoken of by Vopiscus,* as being of the time of Aiu-elian. 

They are equivalent in these two passages. Ocipoc differs from reXoCy 
which was the custom's duty, rov ^6pov^ ro rikoc. Bom. xiii. 6, 7. 

* See dldpaxfAov, p. 236. 

* Plin. xxxiii. 13 ; xxxiv. 17 ; xxxyii. 3. 

* Fit, Aurel. 9 ; cf. Fit Frobi, 4. 



CHAPTER XII. 



WEIGHTS. 



In laying before my readers the following chapter upon 
the Weights of the Jewish coins, which have been de- 
scribed, it is necessary to say a few words in explanation 
of the course I have here adopted.' Upon the publica- 
tion of Dr. Levy's work I had hoped to find a thorough 
investigation of the subject, but he does not seem to have 
obtained any evidence of moment, either from the lions 
from Nineveh, or from the lion from Abydos, or from the 
Carthaginian weight, beyond establishing that the latter 
has no connection with the Hebrew. Mr. Norris, who 
first examined the lions and ducks discovered by Layard, 
also first deciphered the inscriptions, and proved that 
these lions and ducks were weights; but the results 
obtained from this examination do not sufficiently explain 
many difficulties. The timely discovery of the weights 
from Athens, all of which had been careftdly weighed by 
Mr. Burgon (who fortunately had left a record of the 
weights in his own handwriting), gave a new hope for 
the better elucidation of the subject ; and the small ducks 
from Babylon, which had never before been noticed, 
offered additional inducement for a fresh investigation 
into the system of ancient weights. It so happened that 
at this time my colleague, Mr. Poole, was doubtful 

* The principal authorities upon the subject of " Ancient Weights" 
are Bdckh's MetrologUehe UnterBuchungen ; Mommsen, Oeschichte det 
KdmUchen Munzwesens ; Hm&^j^ Ancient Weight*; Queipo, Fisaisur let 
sgit^mes Mitriqua et Monitaira des Anciern Peuples ; and U. S. Poole, 
Art. Weights, Smithes Diet, of the Bible. 
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whether he should undertake to write the article 
*' Weights" for Dr. Smith's Dictionary of the Bible. The 
new discoveries, however, and the feeling that much had 
to be done, especially from monuments, added to my 
own entreaties (though he was very ill at the time), 
at last induced him to accept the task. His intimate 
practical acquaintance with Greek coins and their de- 
nominations fiilly enabled him to grapple with the 
subject, and as his article was intended to be printed 
long before the publication of this chapter of my book^ 
I willingly rendered him all the assistance that I could, 
feeling assured that the results would be of such worth 
that I could do no better than adopt them. Nor was 
I mistaken, and I have now much pleasure in laying before 
my readers the results of Mr. Poole's researches. I may 
add that all the sentences which are in his own words are 
placed between inverted commas. I have thought it right 
to introduce, under * Babylonian Talent,' a description of 
the inscriptions on the lions and Ducks. For the interpre- 
tation of the Phoenician I am indebted to Mr. Vaux, and 
for that of the Cuneiform to Mr. Coxe. At the end of the 
chapter are some remarks by myself on the weights of 
the copper coinage from the time of the Herods. 

Having now sufficiently explained my reasons for the 
arrangement of the material in this chapter, I proceed to 
the examination of " Ancient Weights." Mr. Poole com- 
mences his article by observing, that " the disagreement 
of the opinions respecting ancient weights that have been 
formed on the evidence of the Greek and Latin writers, 
shows the importance of giving the first place to the 
evidence of monuments. The evidence of the Bible is 
clear, except in the case of one passage, but it requires a 
monumental conunentary. The general principle of the 
present inquiry was to give the evidence of the monuments 
the preference on all doubtftil points, and to compare it with 
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that of literature, so as to ascertain the purport of 
statements, which otherwise appeared to be explicable in 
two or even three diflferent ways. Thus, if a certain 
talent is said to be equal to so many Attic drachms, these 
are usually explained to be drachms on the old, or com- 
mercial, standard, or on Solon's reduced standard, or again 
on the fiu*ther reduced standard, equal to that of Roman 
denarii of the early Emperors ; but if we ascertain from 
weights or coins, the weight of the talent in question, we 
can decide with what standard it is compared, unless the 
text is hopelessly corrupt" 

Mr. Poole then gives seven postulates, some of which 
are rather strict ; " but," he says, " it must be recollected 
that some, if not all, of the systems to be considered, have 
a mutual relation that is very apt to lead the enquirer to 
visionary results, if he does not use great caution in his 
in,e^W The foUowing .re C^.es = 

" 1. All ancient Greek systems of weight were derived, 
either directly or indirectly, from an Eastern source. 

2. All the older systems of ancient Greece and Persia, 
the iEginetan, the Attic, the Babylonian, and the Euboic, 
are divisible either by 6000, or by 3600. 

3. The 6000th or 3600th part of the talent is a divisor 
of all higher weights and coins, and a multiple of all 
lower weights and coins, except its two-thirds. 

4. Coins are always somewhat below the standard 
weight 

5. The statements of ancient writers as to the relation 
of different systems are to be taken either as indicating 
original or current relation. When a set of statements 
shows a special study of metrology we must infer original 
relation ; isolated statements may rather be thought to 
indicate current relation. All the statements of a writer, 
which are not borrowed, probably indicate either the one 
or the other kind of relation. 

6. The statements of ancient writers are to be taken 
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in their seemingly-obvious sense, or discarded altogethei^ 
as incorrect or unintelligible. 

7. When a certain number of drachms or other deno- 
minations of one metal are said to correspond to a certain 
number of drachms or other denominations of another 
metal, it must not be assumed that the system is the same 
in both cases. 

" The information respecting the Hebrew weights that 
is contained in direct statements necessitates an examina- 
tion of the systems used by, or known to, the Greeks as 
late as Alexander's time. We begin with such an exami- 
nation, then state the direct data for the determination 
of the Hebrew system or systems, and finally endeavour 
to effect that determination, adding a comparative view of 
all our main results. 

" i. Early Greek talents. — Three principal systems were 
used by the Greeks before the time of Alexander, those of 
the -^ginetan, the Attic, and the Euboic talents. 

The jEginetan talent. — " 1. The ^ginetan talent is 
stated to have contained 60 minae, and 6000 drachms. 
The following points are incontestably established on the 
evidence of ancient writers. Its drachm was heavier than 
the Attic, by which, when unqualified, we mean the 
drachm of the fixll monetary standard, weighing about 
67*5 grains Troy. Pollux states that it contained 10,000 
Attic drachms and 100 Attic minae. Aulus Gellius, re- 
ferring to the time of Demosthenes, speaks of a talent being 
equal to 10,000 drachms, and, to leave no doubt, says they 
would be the same number of denarii, which in his own 
time were equal to current reduced Attic drachms, the terms 
drachms and denarii being then used interchangeably. 
In accordance with these statements, we find a monetary 
system to have been in use in Macedonia and Thrace, of 
which the drachm weighs about 1 10 grs., in very nearly 
the proportion required to the Attic (6 : 10 : : 67'6 : 112*5). 

" The silver coins of ^gina, however, and of many 
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ancient Greek cities, follow a lower standard, of which the 
drachm has an average maximum weight of about 96 grs. 
The famous Cyzicene staters of electrum appear to follow 
the same standard as the coins of JEgina, for they weigh 
about 240 grs., and are said to have been equal in value 
to 28 Attic drachms of silver, a Daric (of 129 grs.) being 
equal to 20 such drachms, which would give the Cyzicenes 
(20 : 129 : : 28 : 180) three-fourths of gold, the very pro- 
portion assigned to the composition of electrum by Pliny.* 
If we may infer that the silver was not counted in the 
value, the Cyzicenes would be equal to low didrachms of 
^gina. The drachm obtained from the silver coins of 
-^gina has very nearly the weight, 92*3 grs., that Boeckh 
assigns to that of Athens before Solon's reduction, of 
which the system continued in use afterwards as the 
Conmiercial talent. The coins of Athens give a standard, 
67*5 grs., for the Solonian drachm that does not allow, 
taking that standard for the basis of computation, a higher 
weight for the ante-Solonian drachm than about that com- 
puted by Boeckh. 

" An examination of Mr. Burgon's weights from Athens 
in the British Museum, has, however, induced us to infer 
a higher standard in both cases. These weights bear 
inscriptions which prove their denominations, and that 
they follow two systems. One weighing 9980 grains troy 

2 This is a mistake. Fliny says that the proportions of gold and 
silver in the composition of electrum are 4 parts of the former to 1 part 
of the latter (Ubicmnqne quinta argenti portio est, et electrum vocatur. 
N. H. zxxiii. 4, 23). This proportion would give 192 grains for the 
gold or a full ^ginetan didrachm (240 -r- 5 = 48 ; 240 — 48 = 192). 
If, however, Pliny refers to the electrum of the coins of Asia Minor, he 
is wrong, and the mistake would easily have been occasioned by a con- 
fusion between \ within 4, and ^ added, the former, according to general 
opinioD, being the proportion of the coins, the latter, that he mentions. 
Mr. Poole has then unconsciously suggested what Pliny should have 
said.— F. W. M. 
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has the inscription MN A AFOP (Mi/a ayopalos ?) another 




weighing 7171, simply MNA. We have therefore two 
systems evidently in the relation of the Commercial Attic, 
and the Solonian Attic (9980 : 7171 : : 138-88 : 99*7 
instead of 100), a conclusion borne out by the fuller data 
given a little later (§ i. 2). The lower weight is distin- 
guished by 2^EMO on a weight of 3482 (x 2=6964) 

grains, and by qaIO ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ (x 8=7072): its 

mina was therefore called Sij/jLoaria. The identity of these 
two systems, the Market and the Popular, with the Com- 
mercial and Solonian of Athens, is therefore evident, and 
we thus obtain a higher standard for both Attic talents. 
From the correct relation of the weights of the two minae 
given above, we may compute the drachms of the two 
talents at about 99'8 and 71*7 grains. The heavier stan- 
dard of the two Attic systems aflforded by these weights 
reduces the difficulty that is occasioned by the difference 
of the two ^ginetan standards. 

" We thus obtain the following principal standards of 
the -^ginetan weight. 
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a. The Macedonian talent, or -^ginetan of the writers, 
weighing about 660,000 grains, containing 60 minae and 
6000 drachms. 

h. The Commercial talent of Athens, used for the coins 
of ^gina, weighing, as a monetary talent, never more 
than about 576,000 grains, reduced from a weight-talent 
of about 598,800, and divided into the same principal 
parts as the preceding. 

" It may be objected to this opinion, that the coins of 
JBgina should rather give us the true ^ginetan standard 
than those of Macedonia, but it may be replied that we 
know from literature and monuments of but two Greek 
systems heavier than the ordinary or later Attic, and that 
the heavier of these systems is sometimes called ^gine- 
tan, the lighter, which bears two other names, never. 

T%e Attic talent. — " 2. The Attic talent, when simply 
thus designated, is the standard-weight introduced by 
Solon, which stood to the older or CSommercial talent 
in the relation of 100 to 138|. Its average maximum 
weight, as derived from the coins of Athens and the evi- 
dence of ancient writers, gives a drachm of about 67*5 
grains; but Mr. Burgon's weights, as already shown, 
enable us to raise this sum to 71*7. Those weights have 
also enabled us to make a very curious discovery. We 
have already seen that two minae, the Market and the 
Popular, are recognised in them, one weight, having the 
inscription MNA AFOP (jipa ayopouo^ ?), weighing 9980 

grains, and another, inscribed MNA (fiva[8r}/io(ria])^ 
weighing 7171 grains^ these being in almost exactly the 
relation of the Conmiercial and ordinary Attic mines 
Sij/ioa-iou. There is no indication of any third system, 
but certain of the marks of value prove that the lower 
system had two talents, the heavier of which was double 
the weight of the ordinary talent. No. 9 has the inscrip- 
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tion TETAPT, " the quarter/' and weighs 3218 grains, 
giving a unit of 12872 grains ; No. 14, inscribed j^rp a pi 

"the half-quarter," weighs 1770 grains, giving a unit of 
14160 grains. We thus obtain a mina twice that of 
Solon's reduction. The probable reason for the use of this 
larger Solonian talent will be shown in a later place 
(§ iv.). These weights are of about the date of the Pelo- 
ponnesian War." 
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"Table of Mr. Burgon's Weights from Athens. 

All these weights are of lead, except Nos. 15 and 38, which are of bronze. 



Na 


Weight 


Inwriptlon. 


Type. 


Condi- 


Value Attic 


Excess of 


Valae Attic 


Excess or 


A^U» 


gn. 
troy. 


tiOILl 


CommerdaLV 


deficiency 


Solonlan.** 


deficiency. 


1 


9980 


MNA ArOP 


Dolphin 


A 


Mina 


• . 


• • 


* • 


2 


9790 




Id. 


D 


(Mina) 


—190 


• 


• • 


3 


7171 


MNA 


Id. 


A 


• • 


• . 


Mina 


. . 


4 


7048 




Id. 


d 












(Mina) 


— 123 


5 


4424 




Diota 


B 












iMINA? 


—356-6 


6 


3874 




Tortoise 


B 












iMINA? 


+ 288-5 


7 


3482 


AEMO 


Id.» 


B 












j Mina 


-103-5 


8 


3461 




Turtle 


B 












1 Mina 


-124-5 


9 


3218 


TETAPT 


Tortoise 


A?orD? 












iMINA 


—367-5 


10 


2959 




Half diota 


d 












iMINA? 


4- 90-6 


11 


2865 


MO 


Turtte 


B 












iMINA? 


— 8-4 


12 


2210 


/lEMO 


Half diota 


C 












iMINA 


—180-3 


13 


1872 




Half turtle 


B 












iMINA 


4- 79-2 


14 


1770 


EMITETAP 


Half tortoise 


B 












iMINA 


— 22-7 


15 


1698 




Crescent 


B? 


iMina? 


—298 


• * 


• • 


16 


1648 




• • 


B 


iMina? 


—348 


. • 


. • 


17 


1603 


n M 


• • 


B?orD? 


iMina? 


—393 


• 


• 


18 


1348 


B 


• ■ 


A 


• • 


• • 


2 deca- 
drachms 


— 86-2 


Id 


1231 


MO 


Qnarter diotaf 


B 


• • 


• • 


A MINA? 


4- 85-8 


20 


1172 


AR 


Crescent 


B 




1 ■ 


• • 


A MINA? 


— 23-1 


21 


1171 




Crescent 


B 




• 


• • 


A MINA? 


— 24-1 


22 


1082 




Half tartlet 


B 


A 


Mina? 


+ 84 


» Mina? 


—1131 


23 


1045 


^EMO 


Crescent 


E 




1 m 


• • 


i Mina? 


—150-1 


24 


988 


^EMO 


Diota in wreath§ 


B 




» • 


• • 


i Mina? 


4- 91-6 


25 


928*5 


AEMO 


Owl, A. in fields 


C 




1 • 


• • 


i Mina 


4- 32- 1 


26 


924 




Half crescent and 
star 


B 




t • 


• • 


iMina 


4- 27-6 


27 


915-5 




• • 


D? 




1 • 


• • 


i Mina 


4- 191 


28 


910-5 




• 


B 




1 • 


• • 


i Mina 


4- 14-1 


29 


901 




Quarter diota 


B 




• 


• • 


i Mina 


4- 4-6 


30 


889 


^..0 


• • 


d 




• 


• • 


i Mina 


— 7-3 


31 


884 


AE OP/iO 


• • 


C? 




• 


• • 


i Mina 


— 12-8 


32 


869 




Rose 


C? 




• 


• • 


i Mina 


— 27-3 


33 


859 


ilEMO 


Uncertain obj. in 


d 




• 


• ■ 












wreath§ 








iMina 


— 37-3 


84 


845 




Half crescent 


B 


• > 


• • 


i Mina? 


— 51-3 


35 


756-5 


A 




D? 


4didrachm8 


— 41-9 






36 


541*5 






B 


• • 


■ • 


8drBchmfl? 


— 821 


37 


527-5 


n 




B 


i of i mina? 


+ 28-5 




. • 


38 


450 






B? 


5 drachms? 


— 49 


6 drachms? 


4- 19-7 


39 


411 






B 


4 drachms? 


4- 11-8 


6 drachms? 


— 19-2 


40 


388 






B? 


4 drachms? 


— 11-2 


5 drachms? 


4- 29-4 



* Countermark, tripod. f Countermark, prow. % Turtle, headless ? § Coonteimark. 

II Ejcplanation of signs : A, Scarcely injured. B, A little weight lost. C, More than a little lost- 
P, Mucn weight lost, d. Much corroded. E, Very much weight lost When two signs are giren, the 
former is the more probable. 

^ The weight of the Commercial Attic mina is here assumed to be about 9980 grains. 

** The weight of the Solonian Attic mina is here assumed to be about 7171 grains. The heaner 
talent is indicated by capital letters. 



258 WEIGHTS, 

" From these data it appears that the Attic talent 
weighed about 430,260 grams by the weights, and that 
the coins give a talent of about 405,000 grains, the latter 
being apparently the weight to which the talent was 
reduced after a time, and the maximum weight at which 
it is reckoned by ancient writers. It gradually lost weight 
in the coinage, until the drachm fell to about 57 grains or 
less, thus coming to be equivalent to, or a little lighter 
than, the denarius of the early Caesars. It is important, 
when examining the statements of ancient writers, to con- 
sider whether the full monetary weight of the drachm, 
mina, or talent, or the weight after this last reduction, is 
intended. There are cases, as in the comparison of a talent 
&.llen into disuse, where the value in Attic drachms or 
denarii so described is evidently used with reference to the 
foil Attic monetary weight. 

The Euhoie talent.—'-'- Z. The Euboic talent, though 
used in Greece, is also said to have been used in Persia, 
and there can be no doubt of its Eastern origin. We 
therefore reserve the discussion of it for the next section 

(§ii.2). 

" ii. Foreign talents of the same period. — ^Two foreign 
systems of the same period, besides the Hebrew, are 
mentioned by ancient writers, the Babylonian talent and 
the Euboic, which Herodotus relates to have been used by 
the Persians of his time respectively for the weighing of 
their silver and gold paid in tribute. 

The Babylonian talent — " 1. The Babylonian talent 
may be determined fi^om existing weights found by Mr. 
Layard at Nineveh. These are in the forms of lions and 
ducks, and are all upon the same system, although the 
same denominations sometimes weigh in the proportion of 
2 to 1." 

These weights were first published by Mr. Norris in the 
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Asiatic Journal,' and as they are of great importance, it 
may not be miinteresting to give an accomit of their 
inscriptions at length. These have been read for me, as 
above stated, by Mr. Vaux and Mr. Coxe. 

No. 1. (with handle) : 

On side of lion to right, i|| j j 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 (15). 
On side of lion to left, 

MjTJM nra 1 1 1 1 1 — pa 
tie. " Fifteen manehs, weight of the country."* 
On base of lion to right, 

t.e. " Fifteen manehs." 

No. 2. (with handle). 

On side of Kon to left, 1 1 1 1 1 (5). 
On side of lion to right, 

nn|| III »» 

t.e. " Five manehs, weight of the country." 
On base of lion to left, 

t.e. " Five manehs of the King" (King's weight).* 
The cuneiform inscription upon this lion is "The 

palace . . • • five manehs of." Norris only reads " five 

manehs." 

No. 3. (handle lost). 

On side of lion to left, 1 1 1 (3). 

• 

' YoL xvi. p. 215 seq. There is also a plate of the inficriptioiiB, with 
the weights in Layard's Nineveh and Babylon, p. 601. Bonomi 
supposes that the larger ones were used to secure the awnings in the 
courts, such as are described in Esther (i. 6) to have been in the court 
of the palace. {Nineveh and iU JPalacetf pp. 337, 4AI.) This is not 
likely. 

* The word Mp^Monly occurs in Jeremiah x. 11. (M!>nM JSarth ; the 
letter ^ being changed into the harder p, Oesen. Lex. s. v. p*lH). 

* Of. ^Von law, 2 Sam. xiv. 26. 
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On side of lion to right, 

^n 1 1 1 ]azD 

i.e. " Three manehs, weight of the country." 
On base of lion to left, 

i.e. " Three manehs of the King." 

The cuneiform inscription upon this lion is " Great .... 
three manehs of the King." Norris reads " three 
manehs." 

No. 4, (with handle). 

On side of lion to left, 1 1 (2). 
On side of lion to right, 

n 1 1 pa 

i.e. " Two manehs, weight of the coimtry." 
On base of lion to left, 

i.e. " Maneh of the King." 

Norris had read aiD, " two," making the whole line " two 
manehs of the King." 

The cuneiform inscription may be read, " The palace of 
Shal(maneser) [circ. B.c. 850] King of the country, two 
manehs of the King." Norris has read, " The great Senna- 
cherib . . . two manehs of the King," and Brandis, 
" Palace of Sennacherib, two manehs of the King." 

No. 5 is a lioness. — (No ring ; lead in the bottom.) 
On side of lioness to left | | (2). 
On side of lioness to right, 

i I po 

i. e. " Two manehs of the King." 

No inscription on the base. 
The cuneiform inscription may be read, " The palace of 
Shalmaneser, King of the country of Assyria, two manehs 
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of the King." NorriB has read, " The great Shalmaneser, 
King of Assyria, two manehs of the King." 
No. 6. (No ring.) 

On side ofUon to left I I (2). 
On side of lion to right, no inscription. 
On base of lion, no inscription. 
The cuneiform inscription on this lion may be read, 
" The palace of Tiglath-Pileser [circ. b.c. 747], the King 
of the country, two manehs." Norris only reads the name, 
* Tiglath-pileser,' and suggests that the character following 
the word maneh is perhaps the monogram of * Babylon.' 
No 7. (no handle.) 

No inscription. 
No. 8. (Handle lost) 
On side of lion to left | 
On side of lion to right, 

n3ZD 




t.e. " One maneh." 

On base of lion to left, 

^VzD nat5 

{.e. " One maneh of the King." 
On base of lion to right, X. 
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The cuneiform inscription on no. 8 may be read, « The 
palace of Asshur-izir-pal [circ. b.c. 880], the supreme King, 
the King of the country of Assyria, one maneh of the 
King." Norris had read, " King of Assyria" and " one 
maneh of the King." 
No. 9. (with ring.) 

On side of lion to left X. 

On side of lion to right, no inscription. 

On base of lion to right, 

i. c. " . . ? of the country." 

The word 33D cannot be explained. Norris has read, 
Kpn« nDZD, but says that the nazD is imlike that of any 
other examples. In all probability, the copier of the 
inscription has made a blunder. 

The cuneiform legend on this lion, which Norris has 
not attempted to decipher, may be read, " The palace of 
Shal(maneser) — ^maneh of the King." 
Nos. 10 and 11 (never had handles). 

On back of lion (no. 10), above haunch, | (1). 

On side of lion (no. 11) to left, | (1). 

No base on either. 

On bottom of each lion, 

«.6. " One maneh of the King." 

The cuneiform legend on no. 10 may be read, " The 

palace of Tiglath-Pileser," and on no. 11, "Maneh of the 

King." Norris only read no. 11. 

No. 12 (never had handle). 

On side of lion, no inscription. 

No base. 

On bottom of Uon,. 

anp 
%.e. " Holy." 

This word is frequently attached to weights in the 

Bible, which the translators have rendered, "weight 
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of the sanctuary/'* perhaps in distmction to the " King's 
weight."^ 

The cuneiform legend may be read, " The country of 
Sennacherib, King of the country of Assyria, one maneh." 
Norris has read, ' The great Sennacherib, King of Assyria,' 
followed by the word ' maneh' only, while Brandis reads, 
" The kingdom of Sennacherib, King of Assyria." 
No. 13. (with handle.) 
On side of Uon to left |||| (4). 
No base. 
On bottom of lion, 

[»]pnH ^nn 
i.e. " One quarter (maneh) weight of the country." 

The cuneiform legend may be read, "The palace of 
Asshur-izir-pal 4." Norris says, ' that the traces of cunei- 
form letters look like Sennacherib.' 
No. 14. (with handle and ring.) 
Onsideof lion to left, mil (5). 
On side of lion to right, 

t.e. " One-fifth." 
On bottom of lion, 

i.e. " One-fifth." 

No. 15. (With two rings," which can be removed.) 

On side of lion to left, l|| (3). 

No base. 

On bottom of lion, 

i.e. " Three shekels." 

• Exoi XXX. 13, Ac. 7 ^Von ]SW» 2 Sam. xiv. 26. 

^ According to the record of these lions, which were weighed at the 
Bank, it appears that this one at that time had two rings. There is, 
howeyer, at present only one, and the weight of the lion by itself is 752 
grs. and that of the ring by itself 56'3 grs. 

T 2 
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The cuneiform inscription may be read, ' The palace of 
Sargon (circ. B.c. 721), the King of the country of Assyria.' 
Norris had not noticed any inscription. 

No. 16. (with one ring and fragment of ring.) 
No base. 
On bottom of lion, 

I.e. " Two shekels." 

The Phoenician inscription on no. 15 was at first 
thought to be ^V» both by Norris and Vaux ; at the same 
time Norris suggested that the reading should be ^bpiD ixhv>^ 
but admitted that it was nothing more than a suggestion. 
No. 16 had not been examined by Norris, for what reason 
does not seem known, excepting that it might have been 
thought to be in too bad a state to clean. The result, 
however, of the cleaning, shows, in letters that no one can 
doubt, the inscription 1 1 ^bpiD, and on comparing these 
letters with those on no. 15, there is no doubt that the 
correct inscription on it is also ]VpB7, with the numeral 1 1 1 
instead of 



9 By Mr. Madden*8 kind permission I add a note on the lions marked 
2 and 3 shekels. Their weights are as follows — (1) 8 shekels with 
2 rings, 840 grains, should be 836, as I judge from comparing the exact 
weight with one ring with the Bank weight which was not so minute 
a scale as that of the Medal Boom. With 1 ring, 808*3; without rings, 
752 ; therefore shekel 2786 or 2506. (2) 2 shekels. With ring, 657-9 ; 
without ring, 4849 ; therefore shekel 278*9 or 242-4. The weight of 
the shekel, obtained by including the rings is excessive. Observe that 
the rings weigh respectively 27'7,56-8j and 72*8. A siglos weighs about 
88*8, as deduced from the Babylonian system : 84-5 in the coins : then 

88-8 ring 72*8 — 16 

\ 59-2 „ 56-3 — 2-9 

i 29-6 „ 27-7 — 1-9 

I am therefore of opinion that these rings are smaller weights, originally 
of flexible metal. I am glad to take this opportunity of acknowledging 
Mr. Norris's valuable services in having first read the inscriptions on 
the weights from Nineveh. — Regd, Stuart Poole. 
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The cuneiform inscription on the first duck, which is of 
black marble, may be read, " Thirty maneh — gina (?). 
The palace of Irba-Merodach, King of the country of 
Babylon." 

Sir Henry Eawlinson has suggested the possibility of 
Lrba-Merodach being the EvU-Merodach mentioned in the 
Bible.^^ 

The cuneiform inscription on the duck of white marble, 
which, on account of its bad preservation, is omitted in 
the table of weights, may be read, " Thirty ma(neh)— gina ? 
of Nebo-vulibar, King of Assjria." 

Mr. Norris has already read the name of this King 
' Nabo-vulibar,' but suggests that of Napolassar ? as more 
correct. Mr. Coxe, in his notes, kindly communicated to 
me, says, " I have no means of determining the age of 
this duck, excepting by the peculiar form of the character 
' King.' I have only seen it thus written in two inscrip- 
tions besides this one, both of which are of the time of 
Merodach-adan-akhi, a king who reigned at Babylon 
when Tiglath Pileser I. was King of Assyria (circ. B.c. 
1150-1120). As the kingdoms of Babylon and Assyria 
were perpetually at war with each other about this time, 
it is not impossible that Nebo-vulibar may have been one 
of the inunediate successors or predecessors of Merodach- 
adan-akhi, who succeeded in temporarily reducing Assyria 
to a Babylonian province." 

The cuneiform inscription on duck no. 2 of our Table, 
which is of grey marble, only reads " 10 manehs." 

On duck no. 4 there is the mark of value, ^ six,' followed 
by a character of uncertain value, and on duck no. 6 there 
is the mark of value * eight,' followed also by another 
uncertain character. These two characters have been 

^® Journal of Eoy. Asiatic Society, vol. xvi. p. 217, noie. 
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suggested by Dr. Hincks to represent nearly the one 
fifteenth and the one-thirtieth of the maneh.^ 

On duck no. 5 there is also the mark of value ' six/ 
followed by the same character as on no. 4. Norris has 
given a representation of four lines of cuneiform, but has 
attempted no explanation. According to Mr. Coxe the 
first line is the only one, which can be read with any 
certainty, and the inscription is, ' Shalmaneser, King 
supreme, king of the country of Assyria.* Shalmaneser was 
the son of Asshur-izir-pal, circ. B.c. 850. 

We here insert a table specifying the weights, inscrip- 
tions, and degree of preservation. 

Table of Weights from Nineveh.' 



No. 


Form and 


PhoBnician 


Cnneiform 


Marks of 


Condi- 


Weight 


Computed 


Divisions of 


AlUb 


MaterUL 


Inscription. 


Inscription. 


Value. 


tion.* 


Grs. Troy. 


Weight 


Gt.T. 


LesserT. 


1 


Lion bronze 


XV Manehs 




lilllllilllllll 


B 


230,460 


239,760 


i 




2 


w w 


V Manehs 


V Manehs 


iim 


B 


77,820 


79,920 


i\ 




3 


t» »> 


11 J Manehs 


in Manehs 


ill 


C 


44,196 


47,952 


.V 




4 


>» » 


n Manehs 


II Manehs 


11 


A 


30,744 


31.968 


/ft 




5 


» ft 


II Manehs 


11 Manehs 


11 


B 


29,796 


Id. 


WV0 




6 


n M 




II Manehs 


II 


B 


14,604 


15,984 




•V 


7 


M M 








A 


15,984 


Id. 




•IP 


8 


» n 


Maneh 


Maneh 


1 


B 


14,724 


Id. 


A 




9 


>» n 








B 


10,272 


? 


w 




10 


ft f> 


Maneh 




1 


B 


7,404 


7,992 




A 


11 


>» » 


Maneh 


Maneh 


1 


B 


7,224 


Id. 




WW 


12 


»» » 




Maneh 




B 


3,708 


3,996 




•o 


13 


M tf 


Qnarter 


Four 


nil 


B 


3,648 


3,996 


iM 




14 


» w 


Fifth 




Hill 


B 


3,060 


8,196 


|m 




15 


91 *> 

(with 2 rings) 


ill Shekels 




111 




840 


# 


9 




\5A 


(without rings) 


Id. 




111 




752 








16 


99 » 

(with ring) 


n Shekels 




a 




557-9 








U 


Duck stone 




JLXX Manehs 




A 


233,300 


239,760 




1 


2 


f» H 




X Manehs 




B 


77,500 


79,920 




i 


3 


»» 99 








B 


15,000 


15,984 






4 


» »» 






iiiiii 


C 


2,904 


3,196 






5 


» »t 






mill 


B 


2,748 


Id. 






6 


W M 






11111111 


B 


1,968 


2,131 







* A, Well preserved. B, Somewhat injured. C, Much injured. 

t A large duck of white marble, representing the same weight as No. 1, is omitted in this table, 
on account of being much injured. 

^ Journal of Eoy. Asiatic Society, voL xvi. p. 218, note 3. 

* This table is different from that of Mr. Poole's in its arrangement and in some 
minor details. — F. W. M. 
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" From these data we may safely draw the following 
inferences. 

" The weights represent a double system, of which the 
heavier talent contained two of the lighter talents. 

" The heavier talent contained 60 manehs. The maneh 
was divided into thirtieths and sixtieths. We conclude 
the units having these respective relations to the maneh 
of the heavy talent to be divisions of it, because in the 
case of the first a thirtieth is a more likely division than a 
fifteenth, which it would be if assigned to the lighter 
talent, and because, in the case of the second, eight six- 
tieths is a more likely division than eight thirtieths. 

" The lighter talent contained 60 manehs. According to 
Dr. Hincks, the maneh of the lighter talent was divided 
into sixtieths, and these again into thirtieths. The sixtieth 
is so important a division in any Babylonian system, that 
there can be no doubt that Dr. Hincks is right m assigning 
it to this talent, and moreover its weight is a value of 
great consequence in the Babylonian system as well as in 
one derived fi-om it. Besides, the sixtieth bears a different 
name from the sixtieth of the heavier talent, so that there 
must have been a sixtieth in each, unless, but this we 
have shown to be unlikely, the latter belongs to the lighter 
talent, which would then have had a sixtieth and thirtieth. 
The following table exhibits our results : — 

Heavier Talent. 

Gn. troj. 

V)r Maneh 266*4 

2 it Maneh 532*8 

60 30 Maneh 15,984 

3600 1800 60 Talent 959,040 

Lighter Talent, 
h of h Maneh 4*44 

30 6^0 Maneh 133*2 

1800 60 Maneh 7,992 

108000 3600 60 Talent 479,520 
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" Certain lower subdivisions of the lighter talent may- 
be determined from smaller weights, in the British Mu- 
seum, from Babylonia or Assyria, not found with those 
last described. These are, with one exception, ducks, and 
have the following weights, which we compare with the 
multiples of the smallest subdivision of the lighter talent. 

Smaller Babylonian or Assyrian Weights. Thirtieths of Sixtieth of BCaneh. 

G 

1. Duck, marked 11, weight 

2. „ 

3. „ 

4. „ 

5. „ 

6. Weight like short stopper 

7. Duck 

8. „ 

9. „ 
10. „ 

" Before comparing the evidence of the coins, which 
we may suppose to have been struck according to tlie 
Babylonian talent, it will be well to ascertain whether the 
higher or lower talent was in use, or whether both were, 
in the period of the Persian coins. 

" Herodotus speaks of the Babylonian talent as not 
greatly exceeding the Euboic, which has been computed 
to be equivalent to the Commercial Attic, but more rea- 
sonably as nearly the same as the ordinary Attic. Pollux 
makes the Babylonian talent equal to 7000 Attic drachms. 
Taking the Attic drachm at 67*5 grs., the standard pro- 
bably used by Pollux, the Babylonian talent would weigh 
472,500, which is very near the weight of the lighter 
talent, -^lian says that the Babylonian talent was equal 
to 72 Attic minsB, which, on the standard of 67*5 to the 
drachm, gives a sum of 486,000. We may therefore 



rs. troy. 


Unit, 4-44. 


SnppoMd 
unit, 4'. 


329 


80. 


365-2 


320 


120* 
119 S 


30. 


133-2 


120 


100 


25. 


111 


100 


87 + 


22. 


97-6 


88 


83 


21. 


93-2 


84 


80 + 


20. 


88-8 


80 


40 - 


10. 


44-4 


40 


34 - 


8. 


35-5 


32 


19 


5. 


22-2 


20 
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suppose that the lighter talent was generally, if not uni- 
versally, in use in the time of the Persian coins. 

" Herodotus relates that the King of Persia received 
the silver tribute of the satrapies according to the Baby- 
lonian talent, but the gold, according to the Euboic. We 
may therefore infer that the silver coinage of the Persian 
monarchy was then adjusted to the former, the gold coin- 
age to the latter, if there was a coinage in both metals so 
early. The oldest coins, both gold and silver, of the 
Persian monarchy, are of the time of Herodotus, if not a 
little earlier ; and there are still more ancient pieces, in 
both metals, of the same weights as Persian fi^old and 
diver coin,, wUch are fomid at or near Sardeafand ean 
scarcely be doubted to be the coinage of Croesus, or of 
another Lydian king of the 6th century. The larger 
silver coins of the Persian monarchy, and those of the 
satraps, are of the following denominations and weights: — 

On. troy. 

Piece of three sigli . . . 253'6 
Piece of two sigli . . . 169 
Siglos 84-6 

" The only denomination of which we know the name 
is the siglos, which, as having the same type as the Daric, 
appears to be the oldest Persian silver coin. It is the 
ninetieth part of the maneh of the lighter talent, and the 
5400th of that talent. The piece of three sigli is the 
thirtieth part of that maneh, and the 1800th of the talent. 
If there were any doubt as to these coins being struck upon 
the Babylonian standard, it would be removed in the next 
part of our inquiry, in which we shall show that the 
relation of gold and silver occasioned these divisions. 

The Euboic talent. — " 2. The Euboic talent, though 
bearing a Greek name, is rightly held to have been origi- 
nally an Eastern system. As it was used to weigh the 
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gold sent as tribute to the King of Persia, we may infer 
that it was the standard of the Persian gold money ; and 
it is reasonable to suppose that the coinage of Euboea was 
upon its standard. K our result as to the talent, when 
tested by the coins of Persia and Euboea, confirms this 
inference and supposition, it may be considered sound. 

" We must now discuss the celebrated passage of Hero- 
dotus on the tribute of the Persian satrapies. He there 
states that the Babylonian talent contained 70 Euboic minse 
(iii. 89). He specifies the amount of silver paid in Babylo- 
nian talents by each province, and then gives the sum of 
the silver according to the Euboic standard, reduces the 
gold paid to its equivalent in silver, reckoning the former 
at thirteen times the value of the latter, and lastly gives 
the sum total. His statements may be thus tabulated : — 



Sum of items, Eqniyalent in E. T. 


EqniTsIeiit 


Diflbrence. 


silver. at 70 dudsb^B. T. 


stated. 




r740B.T. — 9030 E.T. 


9540 E. T. 


+ 510 


Gold tribnte. EqiiiTalent at IS to I. 






360 E. T. 4680 E. T. 


Id. 




Total . . 13,710 E.T. 


14,220 




Total stated 14,560 


14,560 





Difference . +850 +340 

" It is impossible to explain this double error in any 
satisfactory manner. It is, however, evident that in the 
time of Herodotus there was some such relation between 
the Babylonian and Euboic talents as that of 11*66 to 10. 
This is so near 12 to 10 that it may be inquired whether 
ancient writers speak of any relative value of gold to 
silver about this time that would make talents in this 
proportion easy for exchange, and whether, if such a pro- 
portion i» .ta^ it is confined by the Persian cis. 
The relative value of 13 to 1, stated by Herodotus, is very 
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nearly 12 to 1, and seems as though it had been the result 
of some change, such as might have been occasioned by 
the exhaustion of the surface-gold in Asia Minor, or a 
more careful working of the Greek silver-mines. The 
relative value 12 to 1 is mentioned by Plato {Hipparch). 
About Plato's time the relation was however 10 to 1. He 
is therefore speaking of an earlier period. Supposing that 
the proportion of the Babylonian and Euboic talents was 
12 to 10, and that it was based upon a relative value of 
12 to 1, what light do the Persian coins throw upon the 
theory ? If we take the chief or only Persian gold coin, 
the Daric, assuming its weight to be 129 grs., and multiply 
it by 12, we obtain the product 1548. If we divide this 
product as follows, we obtain as aliquot parts the weights 
of all the principal and heavier Persian silver coins : — 

1548 -T- 6 = 258 three sigli. 
-T- 9 = 172twosiglL 
-r- 18 = 86 siglos. 
" On these groimds we may suppose that the Euboic 
talent was to the Babylonian as 60 to 72, or 5 to 6. 
Taking the Babylonian maneh at 7992 grs., we obtain 
399,600 for the Euboic talent. 

" This result is most remarkably confirmed by an 
ancient bronze weight in the form of a lion discovered at 
Abydos in the Troad, and bearing in Phoenician charac- 
ters the following inscription: MBD5 n K^nno bapb ^nsDM 
" Approved," or " found correct, on the part of the satrap 
who is appointed over the silver'' or "money." It 
weighs 396,000 grs., and is supposed to have lost one or 
two pounds weight. It has been thought to be a weight 
of 50 Babylonian minae, but it is most unlikely that there 
should have been such a division of the talent, and still 
more that a weight should have been made of that divi- 
sion without any distinctive inscription. K, however, the 
Euboic talent was to the Babylonian in the proportion of 
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5 to 6, 50 Babylonian minsB would correspond to a 
Euboic talent, and this weight would be a talent of that 
standard. We have calculated the Euboic talent at 
399,600 grs., this weight is 396,000, or 3600 deficient, but 
this is explained by the supposed loss of one (5760) or 
two (11,520) pounds weight* 

" We have now to test our resvlt by the Persian gold 
money, and the coins of Euboea. 

" The principal, if not the only, Persian gold coin is 
the Daric, weighing about 129 grs/ This, we have seen, 

* TluB lion is published and engraved in the JreJuBologieal Journal 
by Mr. Frank Calvert (1860, Sept. pp. 199, 200). It is curious that 
M. de Yogii^, who also published it, should have supposed it to be a 
Euboic talent {Bev. Arch, Jan. 1862, N. S.vol. v. pp. 30 — 39), and that 
Mr. Poole did not know of lus paper till after he (Mr. Poole) had 
made his calculations. Mr. Poole omits to notice that there is on the 
back of this lion a 4, which may be a Phcenician Beseh or a Greek 
RhOf and equal to a 100. But a hundred what P Certainly not mitux. 
Does it indicate a hundred half-mitKB ? The silver mentioned on this 
weight is, according to M. Yogu^, either ' La denree commerciale trans- 
port^ par les vaisseauz ph^niciens ;' or, ' cette matiere spedfique 
divis^ en quantit^s d6termin6es pour les usages du commerce et les 
besoins du tresor public' {Rev. Arch. I, c). Levy (JUd, M&nzen, p. 
153, note 1) considers the language to be Chaldean. He also says, 
" The ^nSDH reminds us of the biblical ^"^Sp^ of the Book of Ezra 
(v. 8 ; vi. 8 ; xii. 13 ; vii. 7, 17, 21, 26), which is not easy to be explained, 
and which, as weU as n''3?n^tr?n« (Esther in. 12 ; viii. 9 ; ix. 3 ; Ezra 
viii. 36) receives new light through K^nnD."— P. W. M. 

^ This is the second time that Mr. Poole uses these words. His 
argument, that only the Baric of 129 grs. was struck in gold, whilst* a 
double was struck in diver for the sake of distinction, seems to be a very 
good one. Moreover, there is no coin so easy to be forged as the Double 
Gold Daric. Levy, however, has imhesitatingly engraved one in his work 
from the Paris Collection, and speaks of there being only three in exis- 
tence {Jud. Munzen, p. 21). This is not quite correct, as Mr. M. J. 
Borrell has kindly informed me that his experience extends to the fol- 
lowing varieties, all of which he believes to be authentic, and chiefly, if 
not all, from different dies. 
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was the standard coin, according to which the silver 
money was adjusted. Its double in actual weight is found 
in the silver coinage, but its equivalent is wanting, as 
though for the sake of distinction. The double is the 
thirtieth of the maneh of the lighter or monetary Baby- 
lonian talent, of which the Daric is the sixtieth, the latter 

Wdghts. 
I. M. Garreri's specimen (see below) .... 254*8 

II. That in the Bank of England 257-6 

III. Another, formerly in the Cabinet of Mr. Vivian 
Arundel, British Chaplain at Smyrna, — found at 

Philadelphia 

lY. M. de Cadalvene's specimen 254*4( 

Y. The specimen in the Cabinet of the late Mr. H. P. 

Borrell 256 

YI. Another, brought to England by James Whittall, of 

Smyrna, in 1852 

YII. Another, formerly in the possession of Major Garden, 
which Mr. Borrell believes to be now in the Collec- 
tion of General Moore 255*4r 

YIIL M. Ivanoff's specimen (now in the collection of Mr. 

Wigan?) 266 

Mr. Borrell has also given me a note relative to the first-named gold 
Daric in the above list, which note was found among the papers of his 
late brother, Mr. H. P. Borrell, of Smyrna. " In May, 1826, one of 
these pieces, with the types precisely as the Daric, but weighing 254*8 
grs., was found by a Turk engaged in excavating the foundation of a 
house at a place called Caraguchbazar, near AUahsher (the ancient 
Philadelphia in Lydia). It was sold by him to a Greek tailor for its in- 
trinsic worth, and by the tailor sent to his draper at Smyrna, from 
whom it was purchased by M. Ste&no Gturreri, for 600 piastres ( » £10 
sterling). He again sold it to M. Cousinery, a brother of the zealous 
antiquary of that name, who sent it to Paris. Cousinery paid Ghureri 
800 francs (^32), but the dealer to whom Cousinery sent it, probably 
thinking he had given more than its value, returned it as a fidse coin, 
and it is again, though no less authentic, in the hands of M. Gkrreri." 
It seems clear, from this note, that the late Mr. Borrell was of opinion 
that authentic specimens of this denomination of Persian money did 
exist. Mr. M. J. Borrell has further placed at my disposal the follow- 
ing note by himself, " That a false die, as asserted by Mionnet, may be 
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being, in our opinion, a known division. The weight of 
the sixtieth is, it should be observed, about 133*2 gre., 
somewhat in excess of the weight of the Dane, but ancient 
coins are always struck below their nominal weight. The 
Dane was thus the 3600th part of the Babylonian talent. 
It is nowhere stated how the Euboic talent was divided^ 
but if we suppose it to have contained 50 mins^ then the 
Dane would have been the sixtieth of the mina, but if 100 
minae, the thirtieth. In any case it would have been the 
3000th part of the talent. As the 6000th was the chief 
division of the ^ginetan and Attic monetary talents, and 
the 3000th of the Hebrew talent according to which the 
sacred tribute was paid, and as an Egyptian talent con- 
tained 6000 such units, no other principal division of the 
chief talents, save that of the Babylonian, into 3600 being 
known, this is exactly what we should expect. 

" The coinage of Euboea has hitherto been the great 
obstacle to the discovery of the Euboic talent. For the 
present we speak only of the silver coins, for the only 

ia existence, is very possible; but, as he says in his note, (Suppl. viiL p. 
422, note, a), " On connait nn double statere en or, mais il existe un coin 
modeme auquel il faut prendre garde,** it is equally dear that he was 
cognisant of a genuine specimen also, and this cautionary note was 
penned eleven years after the discovery of H. Garreri*s coin. The fact 
that money of this denomination ia not mentioned by any ancient writer, 
is not surprising. The Baric in ancient times was the unit of the then 
gold currency of the Persians, and its multiple was no more likely to be 
especially named than the double sovereign of our own times. It is, 
however, worth the passing remark that although the double Dane is 
not named in the text of any extant classical authority, yet Xenophon 
{Exped, Cyri, lib. i. 3, 21) does expressly name the halfdarie — fifuittpiiKor 
none of which have yet come to light.'* I may observe, in concluding 
this lengthy note, that Dr. Brandis, who is at present occupied in writ- 
ing a work on Greek weights, told me this summer (1863), that he 
does not doubt the existence of a double Daric, and has himself seen 
several authentic specimens. Numismatists will be anxious to see the 
results of his labours. — ^F. W. M. 
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gold coin we know is later than the earliest notices of the 
talent, and it must therefore have been in Greece origi- 
nally, as far as money was concerned, a silver talent. 
The coins give the following denominations, of which we 
state the average highest weights and the assumed true 
weights, compared with the assumed true weights of the 
coins of Athens : — 



COINS 


OF EUBOEA. 


COINS OF ATHENS. 


Highest 
weight 


Assnmedtrae 
weight 

258 


Aasamed true 
weight 

Tetradrachm 270 


121 


129 


Didrachm 135 


85 


86 




63 


64-5 


Drachm 67-5 


43 


43 


Tetrobolon 45 



" It must be remarked that the first Euboic denomi- 
nation is known to us only from two very early 
coins of Eretria, in the British Museum ; which may 
possibly be Attic, struck during a time of Athenian 
supremacy, for they are of about the weight of very heavy 
Attic tetradtachms. 

" It will be perceived that though the weights of all 
denominations, except the third in the Euboic list, are 
very near the Attic, the system of division is evidently 
different. The third Euboic denomination is identical 
with the Persian siglos, and indicates the Persian origin 
of the ^Btem. Thi .^^ond piece i,, however, ide„«^ 
with the Dane. It would seem that the Persian gold and 
silver systems of division were here combined ; and this 
might perfectly have been done, as the Dane, though a 
division of the gold talent, is also a division of the silver 
talent. As we have noticed, the Daric is omitted in the 
Persian silver coinage for some special reason. The rela- 
tion of the Persian and Greek systems may be thus stated : 
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Persian silTer, 


Veniangold, 


Groek Enbdic. 


Babylonian. 


Euboic. 


Actnal weight 


AsBomed. 


253-5 






258 


169 










129 


121 


129 


84-5 




85 


86 






63 


64-5 






43 


43 



" The standard weights of Persian silver coins are here 
assumed from the highest average weight of the siglos. 
We hold that the coins of Corinth probably follow the 
Euboic system. 

" The only gold coin of Euboea known to us has the 
extraordinary weight of 49*4 grs. It is of Carystus, and 
probably in date a little before Alexander's time. It may 
be upon a system for gold money derived from the Euboic^ 
exactly as the Euboic was derived from the Babylonian^ 
but it is not safe to reason upon a single coin. 

The Egyptian tolenL — " 3. The talents of Egypt have 
hitherto foimed a most unsatisfectoiy subject. We com- 
mence our inquiry by stating all certain data« 

" The gold and silver coins of the Ptolemies foUow the 
same standard as the silver coins of the kings of Macedon 
to Philip II. inclusive, which are on the ftJl ^ginetan 
weight The copper coins have been thought to follow 
the same standard, but this is an error. 

" The ancient Egyptians are known to have had two 
weights, the MeN or UTeN, containing ten smaller weights 
bearing the name KeT, as M. Chabas has proved. The 
former name, if rightly read MeN, is a maneh or mina, 
the latter, according to the Copts, was a drachm or didrachm 
(iCrf -IClTe^ CK^T6 S. drachma, didrachma, the last 
form not being known to have the second signification). 
A weight inscribed " Five KeT," and weighing 698 grs., 



has been discovered. It probably originally weighed 
about 700 {Remte ArcMohgiqui}.^ We can thus deter- 



mine the KeT to have weighed about 140 grs., and the 
MeN or UTeN about 1400. An examination of the copper 
coins of the Ptolemies has led as to the interesting disco- 
very that they follow this standard and system. The 
following are all the heavier denominations of the copper 
coins of the earlier Ptolemies, and the corresponding 
weights ; the coins vary much in weight, but they clearly 
indicate their standard and their denominations ; — 

* This Egyptian weight b in the poBseBrion of Mr. HamB of Alex- 
andrift, andwa« bought at Thebes. It ia made of a blackish c^kL 



grey stone, which Mr. Harris haa called terpentine dn detert. 
npoa the top of it is engrared a vertical band of hieroglypba, 
which Mr. Edwin Smith has read ' belonging to the eiin.' 
{Proeeedingi Soe. Ant. 2nd aeriet, vol. i. p. 242.) Upon the 
aide of it ii engraved the following legend ; 



The employment of weighta of atone waa common to many nations 
of antiquity, and especially the Hebrewa. (Prov. ivi. 11 ; Micah vi. 
11, etc.) The Bomana also made use of a kind of black stone called 
Zi/diut lapu. (Plin. N, H. laiiii. 8 ; cf. Rev. Areh. 1861, N. 8. vol. iii 
p. 12.)— F. W. M. 
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Egyptian Copper Coins and Weights. 
Coins. Weights. 

Gn. 

A cir. 1400. MeN, or UTeN (Maneh ?) 

B cir. 700. 5 KeT. 

C cir. 280. (2 KeT). 

Dcir. 140. KeT. 

E cir. 70. (i KeT). 

" We must therefore conclude that the gold and silver 
standard of the Ptolemies was diflferent from the copper 
standard, the latter being that of the ancient Egyptians. 
The two talents, if calculated from the coins, which in the 
gold and silver are below the ftdl weight, are in the pro- 
portion of about 10 (gold and silver) to 13 (copper) ; or, if 
calculated from the higher correct standard of the gold 
and silver system, in the proportion of about 10 to 
12*7 : we shall speak as to the exchange in a later place 

(§m). 

" It may be observed that the diflSculty of explaining 

the statements of ancient writers as to the Egyptian, Alex- 
andrian, or Ptolemaic talent or talents, probably arises 
from the use of two systems which could be easily con- 
founded, at least in their lower divisions. 

4l. Ihe CarlJwiffinian talent. "The Carthaginian talent 
may not be as old as the period before Alexander, to 
which we limit our inquiry, yet it reaches so nearly to 
tkat period that it cannot be here omitted. Those silver 
coins of the Carthaginians which do not follow the Attic 
standard seem to be struck upon the standard of the Per- 
sian coins, the Babylonian talent. The only clue we have, 
however, to the system is afforded by a bronze weight, 
inscribed naa bpaya, and weighing 321 grammes = 4956*5 



gra. (Dr. Levy in Zmtsckrifi Deutsch. Tnorgenl. Gesellsck. 
xiv. p. 710.*) This sum b divisible by the weights of 




all the chief Carthaginian silver coins, except the deca- 
drachm, but only as sevenths — a system of division we 
do not know to have obtained in any ancient talent. The 
Gartha^nian gold coins seem also to be divisions of litis 
mina on a different principle. 

" iiL ITie Hebrea talent or talents and divisions. — 
The data we have obtained enable us to examine the state- 
ments respecting the Hebrew weights with some expecta- 
tion of determining this difficult question. The evidence 
may be thus stated. 

" 1, A talent of silver is mentioned in Exodus, which 
contained 3000 shekels, distinguished as " the holy 
shekel," or " shekel of the sanctuary." The number of 

* The entire ioMiiption upon this wei^t is as followB; ^rf^SDHW p 
nSD "hpwa mp'?DT3 p i.e. ' Ben-eemouniton son of Bodmelkart— 
weight of a miiiK.' It was first published by M. Judas in the Sevue 
ArehtolOffiqua, but he read eironeoualy p DbpPD 'weight 100.' (Vol 
xvi 1S59, p. 167.) Dr. Levy corrected this error when he publiahed it in 
the Zeittckri/i DeuUch. morgenl. GetelUek. Tol. xiv. 1860, p. 710. 
It is also noticed by Xievy in hie J&dUche JUUnten (p. 153). This weight 
is of resonant braes and has the form of a thick cymbal with a hole in 
themiddle. The abore drawing is halfthe size of the original. — F. W. M. 
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Israelite men who paid the ransom of half a shekel a-piece 
was 603,560, and the sum paid was 100 talents and 1776 
shekels of silver (Ex. xxx. 13, 16, xxxviii. 26-28), whence 
we easily discover that the talent of silver contained 
3000 shekels (603,660 -^ 2 = 301,775 shekels — 1776 = 
300,000 -V- 100 talents = 3000 shekels to the talent.) 

" 2. A gold maneh is spoken of, and, in a parallel 
passage, shekels are mentioned, three manehs being repre- 
sented by 300 shekels, a maneh therefore containing 
100 shekels of gold. 

" 3. Josephus states that the Hebrew talent of gold 
contained 100 minae {Xvxvla eic \pv(rov . . . araOnov 
^Xpvaa fxva9 iKarov, af 'Efipaloi fieu KoXouat Kiyxap^Sy 
€£9 81 TTjv^^XKrivLKrjv fierafiaXXofieuov yX&aaav (nj/iaii/ei 
rakavTOv. Ant iii. 6, § 7.) 

" 4. Josephus states that the Hebrew maneh of gold 
was equal to two librae and a half {hoKov 6\oa'(f>uprjXaTov 
XP^^^i ^^ pi'V&v TpioKoaltov TreTTonjfieirrjp. tj Se fivd irap 
7J/UP iaxuei Xirpa^ Svo koI ^jfuav. Ant xiv. 7, § 1). Taking 
the Roman poimd at 6060 grs., the maneh of gold would 
weigh about 12,626 grs. 

" 6. Epiphanius estimates the Hebrew talent at 125 
Eoman poimds, which, at the value given above, are equal 
to about 631,260 grs. 

^^ 6. A difficult passage in Ezekiel seems to speak of a 
maneh of 60 or 60 shekels : " And the shekel [shall be] 
twenty gerahs : twenty shekels, five and twenty shekels^ 
fifteen shekels, shall be your maneh" (xlv. 12). The 
ordinary text of the LXX. gives a series of small sums as 
the Hebrew, though differing in the numbers, but the Alex, 
and Vat. MSS. have 60 for 16 (cticocrt ofioXoiy Tr4vTe a-uc 
Xoif TreWe Koi (rUXot SeKa^ koi TrevrrJKOPra (rUXot tj fiva 
earai vfuv). The meaning would be either that there 
were to be three manehs, respectively containing 20, 25, 
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and 15 shekels, or the like, or else that a sum is in- 
tended by these numbers (20 + 25 + 15 = 60), or possibly 
50. But it must be remembered that this is a prophetical 
passage. 

" 7. Josephus makes the gold shekel a Daric {Ant. iiL 
8, § 10). 

" From these data it may be reasonably inferred (1) 
that the Hebrew gold talent contained 100 manehs, each 
of which again contained 100 shekels of gold, and, basing 
the calculation on the stated value of the maneh, weighed 
about 1,262,500 grs., or, basing the calculation on the cor- 
respondence of the gold shekel to the Daric, weighed 
about 1,290,000 grs. (129 x 100 x 100), the latter being 
probably nearer the true value, as the 2^ librae may be 
supposed to be a round sum^ and (2) that the silver talent 
contained 3000 shekels, and is probably the talent spoken, 
of by Epiphanius as equal to 125 Roman poimds, or 
631,250 grs., which would give a shekel of 210*4 grs. It 
is to be observed that, taking the estimate of Josephus as 
the basis for calculating the maneh of the former talent, 
and that of Epiphanius for calculating the latter, their 
relation is exactly 2 to 1, 50 manehs at 2^ poimds, making 
125 pounds. It is therefore reasonable to suppose that 
two talents of the same system are referred to, and that 
the gold talent was exactly double the silver talent 

" Let us now examine the Jewish coins. 

" 1. The shekels and half-shekels of silver, if we take 
an average of the heavier specimens of the Maccabasan 
issue, give the weight of the former as about 220 grs. A 
talent of 3000 such shekels would weigh about 660,000 
grs. This result agrees very nearly with the weight of 
the talent given by Epiphanius. 

" 2. The copper coins are generally without any indi- 
cations of value. The two heaviest denominations of the 
Maccabdsan issue, however, bear the names ' half (^sn), 
and* quarter' {v^:ri). M. Dc Saulcy gives the weights of 
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three ^halves' as, respectively, 251*6grs. (16'3 grammes), 
236-2 (15-3), and 219-2 (14-2). In Mr. Wigan's coUection 
are two * quarters,' weighing, respectively, 145-2 grs. 
and 118-9 grs.; the former being, apparently, the one 
' quarter' of which M. De Saulcy gives the weight as 
142- (9-2 grammes). We are unable to add the weights 
of any more specimens. There is a smaller coin of the 
same period, which has an average weight, according to 
M. De Saulcy, of 81*8 grs. (5-3 grammes). If this be the 
third of the * half,' it would give the weight of the latter 
at 245*4 grs. As this may be thought to rest upon slender 
evidence, especially so fer as the larger coins are concerned^ 
it is important to observe that it is confirmed by the later 
coins. From the copper coins mentioned above, we can 
draw up the foUowing scheme, comparing them with the 
silver coins. 

SILVER COINS. 

Average Snpposed 
weight. weight. 

Shekel . . 220 Id. 
Half shekel 110 Id. 
[Third] . 73-3. 

" It is evident from this list that the copper ' half ' and 
' quarter ' are half and quarter shekels, and are nearly in 
the relation to the silver like denominations of 2 to 1. 
But this relation is not exact, and it is therefore necessary 
to ascertain ftirther whether the standard of the silver 
talent can be raised, if not, whether the gold talent can be 
more than twice the weight of the silver, and, should this 
explanation be impossible, whether there is any ground 
for supposing a third talent with a shekel heavier than 
two shekels of the silver. 

" The silver shekel of 220 grs. gives a talent of 660,000 
grs. : this is the same as the ^Eginetan, which appears to 
be of Phoenician origin. There is no evidence of its ever 
having had a higher shekel or didrachm. 



COPPER COINS. 


Average 
weight. 


Snppoied 
weight 


Half . 235-4 


250 


Quarter 132-0 


125 


(Sixth). 81-8 


83-3 
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** The double talent of 1,320,000 grs. gives a Dane of 
132 grs., which is only 1 gr. and a small fraction below 
the standard obtained from the Babylonian talent. 

" The possibility of a separate talent for copper depends 
upon the relations of the three metals. 

" The relation of gold to silver in the time of Herodotus 
was 1 : 13. The early relation upon which the systems of 
weights and coins used by the Persian state were founded 
was 1 : 12. Under the Ptolemies it was 1 : 12 '5. The 
two Hebrew talents, if that of gold were exactly double 
that of silver, would have been easy for exchange in the 
relation of 1 : 12, 1 talent of gold corresponding to 24 
talents of silver. The relation of silver to copper can be 
best conjectured from the Ptolemaic system. K the 
Hebrews derived this relation from any neighbouring state, 
Egypt is as likely to have influenced them as Syria; for 
the silver coinage of Egypt was essentially the same as 
that of the Hebrews, and that of Syria was diflferent. 
Besides, the relation of sUver and copper must have been 
very nearly the same in Syria and Palestine as in Egypt 
during the period in which the Jewish coinage had its 
origin, on account of the large commerce between those 
countries. It has^ we venture to think, been satis£su^torily 
shown by Letronne that the relation of sUver to copper 
under the Ptolemies was 1 : 60, a mina of silver corres- 
ponding to a talent of copper. It has, however, been sup- 
posed that the drachm of copper was of the same weight 
as that of gold and silver, an opinion which we have 
proved to be incorrect in an earlier part of this article 
(§ iL 3). An important question now arises. Is the talent of 
copper, when spoken of in relation to that of silver, a talent 
of weight or a talent of account ? — ^in other words, Is it of 
6000 actual drachms of 140 grs. each, or of 6000 drachms 
of account of about 110 grs. or a little less ? This question 
seems to be answered in &vour of the former of the two 
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replies by the facts, (1) that the copper coins being struck 
upon the old Egjrptian weight, it is incredible that so 
politic a prince as the first Ptolemy should have introduced 
a double system of reckoning, which would have given 
offence and occasioned confusion; (2) that the ancient 
Egyptian name of the monetary unit became that of the 
drachm, as is shown by its being retained with the sense 
drachm and didrachm by the Copts (§ ii. 3) ; and had there 
been two didrachms of copper, that on the Egyptian 
system would probably have retained the native name. 
We are of opinion, therefore, that the Egyptian copper 
talent was of 6000 copper drachms of the weight of 140 
grs. each. But this solution stiU leaves a difficulty. We 
know that the relation of silver to copper was 1 : 60 in 
drachms, though 1 : 78 or 80 in weight. In a modem 
state the actual relation would force itself into the position 
of the official relation, and 1 : 60 would become 1 : 78 or 
80 ; but this was not necessarily the case in an ancient 
country in so peculiar a condition as Egypt. Alexandria 
and a few other towns were Greek, the rest of the country 
purely Egyptian ; and it is quite possible that, while the 
gold and silver coinage was current in the Greek towns, the 
Egyptians may have refused to take anything but copper 
on their own standard. The issue of copper coins above 
their value would have been a sacrifice to the exchequer, 
if given in exchange for gold or silver, rough or coined ; 
but they might have been exclusively paid out for salaries 
and small expenditure, and would have given an enor- 
mous profit to the government, if repaid in small taxes. 
Supposing that a village paid a silver mina in taxes col- 
lected fi:om small proprietors, if they had only copper, the 
government would receive in excess 180,000 grs,, or not 
much less than a fifth of the whole amount. No one who 
is conversant with the East in the present day will deny 
the possibility of such a state of things in Egypt imder the 
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Ptolemies. Our decision may be aided by the results of 

the two theories upon the relations of the metals. 

Nominal relation AV 1 = AR 12-5 = ^ 60 

(Stater) (Mina) (Talent) 

AV 1 = M 750 

)78 
Relation in weight AV 1 = AR 12*5 = ^jg^ 

"It must be remembered that, in endeavouring to 
determine which of these two relations is the correct one^ 
ive must be guided by the evidence of antiquity, not by the 
mathematical proportions of the results, for we are now 
not dealing with coins, but with relations only originally 
in direct connection with systems of coinage. 

" Letronne gives the relation of silver to copper among 
the Romans at the end of the Third Punic War as 1 : 112, 
reduced from 1 : 83'3 both much higher values of the 
former metal than 1 : 60. It is therefore reasonable to 
suppose that the relation of 1 : 80 is that which prevailed 
in Egypt under the Ptolemies, and so at the time at 
•which the first Jewish coins were struck, that of Simon 
the Maccabee. 

" We may therefore suppose that the Hebrew talents of 
silver and copper were exchangeable in the proportion of 
about 1 : 80, and, as we have seen that the coins show 
that their shekels were of the relative weight 1: 2 +, we 
may take as the basis of our computation the supposition 
that 50 shekels of silver were equal to a talent of copper, 
or 100 = 1 talent double the former. We prefer the 
former relation as that of the Egyptian system. 

2^0 X 60=11,000 grs. x 60=660,000-r-150a=440-:-2=220 

x70 770,000 613-3 2666 
x72 792,000 628 2(Mi 
x75 825,000 650 275 
x80 880,000 686-6 293*3 
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" Of these results the first is too low, and the fourth and 
fifth too high, the second and third agreeing mth our 
approximate estimate of the shekel and half-shekel of 
copper. It is, however, possible that the fourth result 
may be the true one, as some coins give very nearly this 
standard. Which is the right system can only be inferred 
from the effect on the exchange, although it must be remem- 
bered that very awkward exchanges of silver and copper 
may have obtained wherever copper was not an important 
metal. Thus at Athens 8 pieces of brass went to the 
obolus, and 7 lepta to the piece of brass. The former 
relation would be easy of computation, the latter very in- 
convenient. Among the Jews the copper coinage was of 
more importance : at first of accurate fabric and not very 
varying weight, afterwards the only coinage. Its relation 
to the silver money, and afterwards to the Egyptian and 
Phoenician currency of the same weight, must tljerefore 
have been correct. On this ground, we should prefer the 
relation of silver to copper 1 : 72, giving a talent of 
792,000 grs., or nearly twice the Euboic. The agree- 
ment is remarkable, but may be fortuitous. 

''Our theory of the Hebrew coinage would be as 
follows: — 

Gold . . . Shekel or Daric (foreign) 129 grs. 

Silver . . Shekel 220, Half-shekel 110. 

Copper . Half (-shekel) 264, Quarter (-shekel) 132, 
(Sixth-shekel) 88. 

" We can now consider the weights. 

"The gold talent contained 100 manehs and 10,000 
shekels. 

" The silver talent contained 3000 shekels, 6000 bekas, 
and 60,000 gerahs. 

" The copper talent probably contained 1500 shekels. 

" The ' holy shekel,' or ' shekel of the sanctuary ' 
(irrjj^n bj:^), is spoken of both of the gold (Ex. xxxviiL 24) 
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and silver (25) talents of the time of the Exodus. We also 
read of ^ the king's weight ' (lyban ^nw, 2 Sam. xiv. 26). 
But Aere is no reason for supposing different systems to 
be meant. 

" The significations of the names of the Hebrew weights 
must be here stated. 

" The talent ("iS3) means ' a circle/ or ' globe/ probably 
* an aggregate sum.' ^ 

" The shekel 0?i?.^) signifies simply 'a weight.' 

" The beka (37i2?) or half-shekel, signifies a ' division/ 
or 'half.' « 

"The 'quarter-shekel' (bfjt^^^n) is once mentioned 
(1 Sam. ix. 8). 

" The gerah (rni) signifies ' a'grain/ or ' bean.' • 

" iv. I%e history and relatums of the principal ancient 
talents. — ^It is necessary to add a view of the history and 
relations of the talents we have discussed, in order to show 
what light our theories throw upon these matters. The 
inquiry must be prefeced by a list of the talents : — 

A. Eastern Talents. 

Hebrew gold . . 1,820,000 Hebrew silver . . 660,000 
Babylonian (silTer) . 959,040 Babylonian lesser (silver) 479,520 
Egyptian . . 840,000 

Persian gold . . 899,600 

Hebrew copper ? . 792,000 ? 

7 As for instance ^nt *1D!9 <a talent of gold' (I Elings ix. 14; 
X. 10, 14) ; ^03 -I?? * a talent of silver,' (2 Kings v. 22 ; xxiii. 88) ; 
nnsy nM « a talent of lead,* (Zecb. v. 7). The word IDS also means 
* a cake,' and the Greeks called gold bullion fdocScc ' cakes.' (Bockb, 
Metrohg. p. 51.)— F. W. M. 

s From ^129 'to divide,' as in G«n. xxiv. 22; Exod. xxxviiL 26. — 
P. W. M. 

' It may have derived its name from the circumstance *tbat the 
Hebrews gave to small weights the shape of grains of com. (Bockh, 
Metrolog. p. 58.)— F. W. M. 
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B. Greek Talents. 

iEginetan . 660,000 

Attic Commercial 698,800 

Attic Commercial, lowered 65B,900 

Attic Solonian, double 860,520 

Attic Solonian, ordinary 430,260 

Attic Solonian, lowered 405,000 

Euboic 887,000+ 

" We omit the talent of the coins of -^^na, as a mere 
monetary variety of the ^ginetan through the Attic 
Commercial. 

" We take the Hebrew to be the oldest system of weight. 
Apart from the evidence from its relation to the other 
systems, this may be almost proved by our finding it to 
obtain [e.e. to be cmrent] in Greece, in Phoenicia, and in 
Judaea, as the oldest Greek and Phoenician system, and 
as the Jewish system. As the Jewish system, it must have 
been of far greater antiquity than the date of the earliest 
coin struck upon it. The weight according to which the 
ransom was first paid must have been retained as the fixed 
legal standard. It may seem surprising, when we re- 
member the general tendency of money to depreciate, of 
which such instances as those of the Athenian silver and 
the English gold wUl occur to the reader, that this system 
should have-been preserved, by any but the Hebrews, at 
its ftdl weight, from the time of the Exodus to that of the 
earliest Greek coins upon the ^ginetan standard, a period 
probably of not much less than a thousand years ; but we 
may cite the case of the solidus of the Eoman and Byzan- 
tine emperors, which retained its weight from its origina- 
tion under Constantine the Great until the fall of Constan- 
tinople, and its purity from the time of Constantine until 
that of Alexius Comnenus ; and again the long celebrity 
of the sequin of Venice and the florin of Florence for their 
exact weight. It must be remembered, moreover, that iu 
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Phoenicia, and originally in Greece, this system was that 
of the great trading nation of antiquity, who would have 
had the same interest as the Venetians and Florentines in 
maintaining the ftJl monetary standard. There is a re- 
markable evidence in favour of the antiquity of this 
weight in the circumstance that, after it had been depre- 
ciated in the coins of the kings and cities of Macedon, it 
was restored in the silver money of Philip IL to its ftJl 
monetary standard. 

" The Hebrew system had two talents for the precious 
metals in the relation of 2 : 1. The gold talent, apparently 
not used elsewhere, contained 100 manehs, each of which 
contained again 100 shekels, there being thus 10,000 of 
these units, weighing about 132 grs. each, in the talent. 

" The silver talent, also known as the -^ginetan, con- 
tained 3000 shekels, weighing about 220 grs. each. One 
gold talent appears to have been equal to 24 of these. The 
reason for making the talent of gold twice that of silver 
was probably merely for the sake of distinction. 

" The Babylonian talent, like the Hebrew, consisted of 
two systems, in the relation of 2 to 1, upon one standard. 
It appears to have been formed from the Hebrew by re- 
ducing the number of units from 10,000 to 7200. The 
system was altered by the maneh being raised so as to 
contain 120 instead of 100 units, and the talent lowered 
so as to contain 60 instead of 100 manehs. It is possible 
that this talent was originally of silver, as the exchange, 
in their common unit, with the Hebrew gold in the rela- 
tion of 1 : 12 would be easy, 6 imits of the gold talent 
passing for 72 of the silver, so that 10 gold units would 
be equal to a silver maneh, which may explain the 
reason of the change in the division of the talent. 

*' The derivation, from the lighter Babylonian talent, of 
the Euboic talent, is easily ascertained. Their relation is 
that of 6 : 5, so that the whole talents could be readily 
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exchanged in the relation of 12 : 1 ; and the units being 
common, their exchange would be even more easy. 

^^ The Egyptian talent cannot be traced to any other. 
Either it is an independent system, or, perhaps, it is the 
oldest talent and parent of the rest The Hebrew copper 
talent is equally obscure. Perhaps it is the double of the 
Persian gold talent. 

" The -^ginetan talent, as we have seen^ was the same 
as the lesser or silver Hebrew talent Its introduction 
into Greece was doubtless due to the Phoenicians. The 
Attic Commercial was a degradation of this talent, and 
was itself fiirther degrade4 to form the Attic Solonian* 
The JSginetan talent thus had five successive standards 
(1, Original iEgmetan ; 2, Attic Commercial ; 3, Id. 
lowered; 4, Attic Solonian; 5, Id. lowered) in the fol- 
lowing relations : — 

I. II. III. IV. V. 



5-44 
6- 



8-9 3-6 
4-3 
4-3 



" The first change was probably simply a degradation. 
The second may have been due to the influence of a 
Graeco- Asiatic talent of Cyzicus or Phocaea, of which the 
stater contained about 180 grs. of gold, although weighing^ 
through the addition of 60 grs. of silver, about 240 grs., thus 
implying a talent in the relation to the ^ginetan of about 
5 : 6. Solon's change has been hitherto an unresolved 
enigma. The relation of the two Attic talents is so awkward 
that scarcely any division is common to them in weighty 
as may be inferred from the data in the table of Athe- 
nian weights that we have given. Had the heavier talent 
been divided into quarters, and the lighter into thirds, this 
would not have been the case. The reason of Solon's change 
is therefore to be looked for in the influence of some other 



i 
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talent It has been supposed that this talent was the 
Euboic, but this theory is destroyed by our discovery that 
the Attic standard of the oldest coins is below the weight- 
standard of about the time of the Peloponnesian War, and 
thus that the reduction of Solon did not bring the weights 
down to the Euboic standard. K we look elsewhere we 
see that the heavier Splonian weight is almost the same 
in standard as the Eg3rptian, the didrachm of the former 
exceeding the unit of the latter by no more than about 
3 grs. This explanation is almost proved to be the true 
one by the remarkable fact that the Attic Solonian talent, 
apparently imlike all other Greek talents, had a double 
talent, which would give a drachm instead of a didrachm, 
equivalent to the Egyptian unit. At the time of Solon 
nothing would be more likely than such an Egyptian 
influence as this explanation implies. The commercial 
relations of Egypt and Greece, through Naucratis, were 
then active ; and the tradition or myth of the Eg3rptian 
origin of the Athenians was probably never stronger. 
The degradation of the Attic Solonian talent was no doubt 
eflfected by the influence of the Euboic, with the standard 
of which its lower standard is probably identical." 

Mr. Poole here concludes his researches upon ' ancient 
Weights.' The statements advanced by him were, at the 
time they were written, submitted to Mr. de Salis for an 
opinion, and from Mr. Poole's figures he has made a 
table, showing the connection of the different talents, 
which he has kindly allowed me to print. 

GraiiiB. Grains. 

"Egjptiasi copper ..... 840,000 
Phoenician, Eginetan or Hebrew silver = 10,000 

Attic drachmB of 67*6 grams . . . « 675,000 

lowered = 6000 drachms or Hebrew half-she- 
kels, averaging 110 instead of 112*6 grs. . . . 660,000 
Hebrew copper, degradation of Egyptian = ^ of 

Hebrew gold ..... 810,000 
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Grains. Grains. 
Hebrew gold = 2 Hebrew silver . . . 1,350,000 

Babylonian = 14,400 or 7,200 Attic drachms of 

67-6 grs. ..... 972,000 486,000 

Persian gold or Euboic = |^ of Eginetan . . . . 405,000 

lowered = 3000 Persian darics, averaging 129 
instead of 135 grs. . . ... 387,000 

lowered ^ 6000 Euboic drachms, full weight 

63 instead of 67*5 grs. . . ... 378,000 

Attic Commercial = f of I^etan (?) . . . . 600,000 

lowered = 6000 drachms, averaging 96 grs. or 

fA instead of 100 . . ... 676,000 

lowered = 6000 drachnis, averaging 93*76 grs. 
or II instead of 100 . . ... 662,500 

Attic Solonian = f of Babylonian (?) . 864,000 432,000 

lowered = 6000 drachms, averaging 67*6 grs. 

or II instead of 72 . . • ... 405,000 

Mr. Poole did not, however, adopt Mr. de Salis's scheme, 
for the following reasons, which he has placed at my 
disposal. 

1. The Hebrew copper talent is too obscure for any 
safe conjecture to be hazarded. It may be a degradation 
of the Egyptian. The proportion of f to the actual weight 
of the Hebrew gold talent is that obtained from the 
conjecture that the silver was to the copper as 1 : 72, 
for then 
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1 : 


24 : 
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72 1 '^^^''^ 


1 


•6 


•6 weight, 



But it is more practical to compare the silver and copper 
talents and show that the relation in weight '5, '6 or 1 : 
to 1*2 was exactly what the relation in value 1 : 72 would 
require. The gold talent being double the silver, the 
relation in weight of copper to silver necessitates a rela- 
tion to gold, which may be illusory. 

2. The connection of the Euboic talent in its Persian 
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gold form with the -^ginetan or Hebrew may be objected 
to. The relation should rather be i^, for the Persian gold 
talent is to the Babylonian 5 : 6 and the Babylonian to the 
Hebrew apparently 72 : 100, but there is no reason for 
directly connecting the Persian gold talent with the 
Hebrew. 

3. The Attic Commercial talent may be f of the ^gi- 
netan, but this is conjectural. 

4. The derivation of the Attic Solonian from the Baby- 
lonian is more than unlikely. 

5. The reckoning of the value of the talents is not satis- 
fectory in the following points. 

A. The -/Eginetan is put at an original weight of 
675,000 as equal to 10,000 Attic drachms of 67*5 grains. 
This is possible, but no coins are as high as to warrant 
this standard of the former. 

B. The Babylonian talents are raised from 959,040 and 
its half to 972,000 and its half, in order that they should 
contain a certain number of Attic drachms of 67*5 grains, 
but this is impossible for two reasons : (1) the value obtained 
from ancient weights forbids so large an addition, and 
(2) the Attic drachm was heavier than 67'5 grains as a 
weight, at the time to which the Assyrian and Babylonian 
weights belong, and probably was not then known as a 
coin, whether of that or any other standard weight. 

C. The values of the Persian gold or Euboic talent may 
be objected to on the following grounds ; the first is higher 
than the Assyrian and Babylonian weights or the Persian 
weight allow. The second is below the Persian weight, 
and the third is too exactly the result of the coins of 
Euboea, which were probably deficient. 

D. The first lowering of the Attic Commercial talent 
seems to be too light for the heaviest coins, which would 
suit the heaviest standard of the talent at 598,800 grains^ 
allowing for the usual striking coins below weight. 

X 
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E. The estimate of the oldest Attic Solonian talent at 
432,000 seems to be too high, the weights giving a maxi- 
mum of 430,260. 

6, There seem to be two cardinal defects in this table. 
(1.) Actual relations are assumed to be relations of origin 
and not accidental. (2.) It is assumed that talents may be 
computed as exact multiples of coins. This is perhaps 
true in the caae of tiie reduced Attic Solonian, which 
appears to have been fixed at a multiple of the drachm of 
67*5, but it is not improbable that it was so fixed at a 
time when the current drachm had already fallen a few 
grains, occasioning a slight deficiency between the drachm 
of weight and of coinage. 

Notwithstanding tiiese objections, the table of Mr. De Salis 
seems to be well worthy of consideration, as it appears 
hardly possible to suppose that the intimate connection of 
the different talents should only be the result of accident. 
His principal argument is that the original talent would 
be the Babylonian or Phoenician; the mina of both is 
identical, but the division of the former is 6 x 12 = 72^ 
while that of the latter is 10 x 10 = 100. We must, 
however, leave ftirther investigations of the subject to the 
student of this particular branch. 

We now pass on to an examination of the copper coins 
from the time of Herod I., though really very little satis*- 
factory result seems ever to be obtained from weighing 
copper coins. Indeed, the weighing of a large number of 
copper coins might only lead to an abandonment of all 
existing theories. 

The large coins of Herod I. with the monogram ^ 
(nos. 1 and 2) weigh about 104 grains. Those with the 
Macedonian shield and also the monogram J^ (no. 3)^ 
weigh from 82 to 64 grains, and those with the letter X 
in the centre of a wreath (nos. 6 and 7), weigh from 48 to 
43. The coins with the type of the anchor and two comua- 
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copiffi (nos. 8 to 14), weigh from 27 grains to 20; whilst 
that with the caduceus and pomegranate (no. 5) weighs 
49. From these weights we think we may ventm-e to say- 
that the coinage of Herod I. consisted of three denomina- 
tions, the TpixaXKov^ the AlxoXkou^ and the XoXicoCy, and 
upon two systems — a greater and a lesser. At present a 

specimen of the AIxoXkov in each system is wanting. We 
tabulate our results : 

Greater. Lener. 

TplxaXKOP (iP) 104 82 to 64 

AlxoXkop wanting. wanting. 

XaXKov9 (X) 48 to 43 27 to 20.^ 

The coins of Archelaus, with the type of the helmet and 
vine-leaf (no. 8), weigh from 39 to 32 grains. The 
smaller ones average from 22 to 15 grains. 

Coins of Agrippa L with the type of the tabemaculum 
and three ears of com (no. 1) weigh from 47 to 38 grains. 

Those struck in the reign of Augustus, weigh from 46 
to 34 grains, and from 26 to 18 grains. The reign of 
Tiberius gives coins of the weight of 35 to 23 grains ; those 
of Claudius give 38 grains, and those of Nero 40 to 30 
grains. 

The small copper coins of the revolt of the 2nd and 3rd 
years correspond very nearly to those of Nero, and weigh 
(2nd year) from 51 to 49 grains, and (3rd year) from 44 
to 36 grains. 

^ Only the coins weighing 48 to 43 grains have the sign X. A 
XoKkovq of Antioch in Syria is quoted by Cavedoni (^Bibl. Jfum, vol. i. 
p. 75, note 52) as weighing 32 grains. The x'^ovt of Agrippa II. (no. 
6) weighs 23 grains. When the large coinage of Herod ceased, the 
coins weighing 48 to 48 grains are the eemie^ and those weighing 27 to 
20 the gyuidrane (see the arguments pp. 300, 301). The coin of Herod 
(no. 5) which is in the British Museum, weighs only 49 grains, but it 
is in a very bad state of preservation, and appears to have lost a great 
deal in its weight. Originally it may have weighed from 60 to 55 grs. 
It probably belongs to the lesser system of Herod L and is a rpixoXcoK, 
as there is certainly the monogram £l upon it. 

X 2 
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Having now obtained a general idea of the weights of 
these copper coins, it is necessary, if possible, to detamine 
which is the Kodpdvrrj? and which the Xeirrou ? 

Cavedoni says,* " the weight of these Jewish coins, struck 
since the time of Augustus to the fifth year of Nero, cor- 
responds with that of the semis of Augustus and Nero 
and the quadrans of Nero. There is a rich succession of 
small Boman coins in copper, struck by the mint-masters 
of Augustus from the year of Bome 731 to 742 [b.c. 22 
to B.C. 12 ; read 740 to 751, see p. 300], of which we 
as yet only know that they are nothing else than the semis 
of the Cflesars, or the eighth part of the new sestertius 
in copper (Borghesi, Bullet. Archeolog. 1845, p. 153). As 
their weight corresponds pretty nearly with the larget 
copper coins of Herod, these must therefore be in like 
manner considered as semisses. The indubitable semisses 
of Nero, recognizable by the mark S {semis) weigh about 
58 grains. Other coins, whose weight varies between 
32 and 37 grains, will accordingly be quadrantesJ* 

From this Cavedoni does not hesitate to assume that 
the larger coins of the Herods are semisses^ and the smaller 
ones both of them and of the Caesars are quadrantes.^ 

As regards the Xctttoj/, Cavedoni is of opinion that St. 
Mark meant to say — " one lepton was of the value of (me 
quadransr For, says this numismatist, " in the first place, 
if it had been his intention to express that two of the small 
pieces of money were equal to a qvxidrans^ then he must 
have written a iari^ instead of 6 ioTi KoSpdpTTjs^ and the 
Vulgate also very correctly has the sinffular number, 
inasmuch as it translates qu^ est^ but not qu^B sunt. And 

* Bibl. Nvm. vol. i p. 74. 

' It is well known that Msscenas advised Augustus to introduce into 
all the provinces of the Boman Empire, only Boman coins, weighU, and 
measwreSy (jiir^ It vo/nV/iara, 1} koX araO/ia, fj fxirpa iSc^ nc ahrfSy exir^t 
&Wa toIq fffimpoi^ Kai tKiiyoi jrdvTet ^ptiaOwaay. Dion. Cass. lii« 30.) 
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in the second place it is evident from both the parallel 
passages of the Gospel, that the quadrans is the same as 
the lepton^ for the words of our Lord in St. Matthew (v, 26) 
are eaxarov KoSpdirnji/^ and in St Luke (xiL 59) are 
€(r)(arov Xeirrop." BKs third reason, that because Euthy- 
mius Zigabenus, an ancient commentator, was of opinion 
that the qyuadrans equalled the lepton^ therefore it is the 
fact, I do not much value; but "finally," says Cavedoni, 
"the contrary supposition, viz. that the quadrans was 
equal to two lepta^ — ^as the quadrans at that time weighed 
only 30 grains — would bring the result, that among the 
Jewish coins in the time of our Saviour, some must have 
existed of the weight of 15'44 grains, or perhaps a little 
more ; but of such kind of small Jewish coins I know none." 
I am not, however, at all prepared to admit that all 
these assertions are true, nor can I believe that we are 
left without a representation of the lepton. The idea that 
St. Mark should have written a iari instead of 6 eori, 
had he intended to make two l^ta equal to one quadrans^ 
is one that I must leave to Biblical critics to explain, for I 
find no explanation in Alford's Greek Testament^ though 
Bland in his Annotations to Ike N. T. has quoted from Beza 
and Wassenburgh, the former saying that o €oti Kohpairn\^ 
is a marginal quotation which has crept into the text, and 
the latter that there is no mode of getting over the diffi- 
culty of the passage but by expunging the words. Cave- 
doni's second reason is childish, for we might just as well 
say at the present day, that because we make use of the 
expression that such an article is " not worth 9, penny ^^ or 
** not worth ^farlMng^^ iJierefore ike penny and iks& farthing 
are one and the same coin. His final argument, that the 
lepton^ if it existed, would weigh 15*44 grains, and there 
are no Jewish coins of that weight, can be answered by 
the table of coins given further on, where may be noticed 
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coins of Archelaus of so low a weight as 15 grains, and of 
Augustus as low as 18 grains, a &xA he does not seem to 
have been aware of.* 

The results then that Cavedoni has arrived at, relative 
to this question, do not seem to us as satis&ctory as they 
might be, nor d;>e8 it seem likely timt the «m« which L 
not mentioned by the Evangelists should be in existence, 
and the lepton which is mentioned, should not be extant. 
As, however, it is distinctly stated by the Evangelist that 
two lepta went to the quadrans^ we consider that two 
distinct coins are meant. 

^ ScUeusner {Lex, N. T. b. y. KoipdyrfiQ) after Fisclier, considers the 
Ko^pdyrnc of the N. T., of which the XcWok was a half, not to have 
equalled the Boman quadrans, but to be the 4ith of the JewUh as. The 
Jewish as is made to correspond to the half of the half-ounce Soman as, 
and the Jewish guadrans to equal half an Attic ehalcus^ of which ehald 
48 made a drachm. The following table shows their meaning : — 

JEWISH. BOMAir. 

Attic drachm "^ 

and > = 6 obols or 48 chaiei 
Denarius 3 

obol = 8 chaiei = 4 assaria = 2 asses 
4i chaiei = 2 assaria = 1 as 
2 ehalci = 1 assarion = Semis 
1 ch^jUeus ^ Semis = Q^adrans 
\ chalcus = Quadrans. 

According to the Hebrew writers the ntSjTlS or ntDlHS was the 
eighth part of the aisar (Buztorf. Lex, 7M. s. y. n^DH) or Jewish as, 
and, since the EvangelistB have translated this word ntDllD by \iwrov 
it follows that the quadrans equalled ivo Xima. 

Jewish as =8 lepta 

Jewish semis ^ 4t lepta 

Jewish quadrans = 2 lepta. 
It is, however, quite out of the question to suppose that there was a 
Jewish as OTA Jewish quadrans, and the coins of the Jewish Prmoea, 
who, as is well known, owed their position to the Bomans,and the coins 
issued by the Procurators, must have been struck on a Boman standard. 
(See our Tables, pp. 299, 801 \ also note 3 on p. 296.) 
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We must, however, first make some digression to 
explain wliat we know of the weights in the Imperial 
period. Under Julius Caesai- the as weighed half an ounce 
Boman (208 grains), and two new coins were struck of 
yellow brass {ortchalcum\ called sestertius and dupondmSy 
while the ds continued to be struck in copper^ The 
sestertius weighs 416 grains, and its half, the dupondius^ 
208. The copper as also has the same weight as the 
dupandius^ and can only be distinguished by the difference 
of metal. 

A table will be the shortest method of explanation : — 



ROMAN COINS. 



TBLLOW BBA88. 

SeH&rtiua 478-383 
[416] 
Dvpondiui 208 

[208] 
Dvpondius 214 (Nero 
[208] marked 
D.) 



COPPEB. 



Am 235-160 

[208] 

Semis 71 (Augustus) 
69 (Tiberius) 
81 )(N6r0y same type as 
89 3 those marked S). 
[104] 
Ab [108 P Augustus] Ab 141-118 (Nero 

marked T.) 
Semii 64-42 (Augustus SemU 68-45 (Nero 
struck by marked 

the legates.) 8.) 

Qmdrant 86-28 (Nero.) 



^ *' Hoc a Liyiano cadmiam sorbet, et oricAaZci bonitatem imitatur in 
MeitertUs dupondiariuqucy Gyprio suo otHbus contentis'' (Flin. N. H. 
zxxiv. 2). The Livian mine is said by Pliny (I. c) to have receiyed its 
name from the wife of Augustus, and probably the coins of Livia, with 
lYSTITIA, SAL YS and PIETAS, which are of excellent workmanship, 
are dupandii made from this mine. The word ariehaleum properly denotes 
bra$9f with which the ancients became acquainted by fusing zinc ore 
(eadmiumj calamine) with copper, although they do not appear to have 
had much knowledge of zinc as a metal Strabo (xiii. p. 610) mentions 
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The small cobs of Augustus, struck by triumvirs in the 
years 741 and 742 [b.c. 13 andB.c. 12], and also all those 
struck by four triumvirs in 750 and 751 [b.c. 4 and b.c. 3] 
which, as shown in the above table, weigh from 54 to 42 
grains, have been weighed also by Borghesi* and Cave- 
doni/ The former obtained as an average of 229 examples 
the weight 47 grains, and the latter from 70 examples that 
of 54 grains. From the proximity of weight between these 
coins and those of Nero marked S {semis) there can be no 
doubt that they are of the same value and denomination/ 

}p€vidftyvpoc (metallic zinc), which, mixed with copper, became what ia 
called Kpafia (a mixed metal), which some call dpe/x^Xcoc. From its 
golden colour doubtless arose the fiJse orthography auriehaleum. . The 
true deriration is firom opoQ and x^iiKx^^ t. e, mountam-hronge. The 
copper (oM Oyprium) came from Cyprus, whence the modem name of 
copper is said to be derived ; but an old tradition says it was first found 
in Euboea and the town of Chalcis took its name from a copper mine. 
(Pliny, N. H. vii. 56; iv. 12; Smith's Diet of Antiquitiea, s. vv. Aea^ 
metallum^ oriehalcum). See note p. 17, on the passage '' two vessels of 
fine copper, precious as gold." 

* Cavedoni, Bibl, Num, vol. i. p. 135. 

7 Bihl. Num. voL i. p. 75, note 52. 

^ M. Cohen's observations on these coins of Nero are as follow. '' Si 
les lettres II signifient dupondius, la lettre I m, et la lettre S semief 
comme sur les monnaies de lar^publique, les mddaiUes de grand bronze 
s^raient des tripondiue on des quadrussia ( je suis oblige de m'expnmer 
ainsi k cause de la grande difi)£rence qui existe entre le poids de tel grand 
bronze et celui de tel autre), et sous les r^gnes post^rieurs k Trajan, il 
nexisterait plus que, des tripondius ou des quadrussia, des dupondius et 
des shnis. D'apr^s cette donnee, assez vague et assez difficile k admet- 
tre, je laisse aux amateurs le soin de peser eux-m6mes leurs medaiUes 
de bronze et i en tirer les conclusions qu'ils croiront convenables** {Mid. 
Imp, vol. i. Iniroduetion, p. xiv). I venture, however, to think that the 
balance of evidence is in favour of the large brass being the sestertius^ 
and the second brass when of the same metal {oriehaleum) the dupon- 
dius, and when of copper, the as ; otherwise, we are left altogether 
without a representative of the sestertius, (See note, p. 299.) There are 
some pieces of Augustus [legend PEOVIDENT. size M. I], which 
weigh 315 grains. Are these the tripondius ? 
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There are also coins of Augostus struck in Judaea weigh- 
ing 46 grains, which must also be specimens of the semis. 
From the coins of Nero struck at Eome, we obtain for the 
weight of the quadrans 36 to 23 grains, and as there are 
coins of Augustus struck in Judaea as well as of Tiberius, 
Claudius and Nero, averaging in weight from 39 to 26, we 
can safely assume that these represent the quadrans. It 
therefore follows, from these statements, that the hpton 
would weigh from 16 to 18 grains. Specimens of coins 
of this weight struck in Judaa are still extant. 
The following table will show our results : — 



ROMAN. 


JEWISH. 


Herod I. . 


As 


Suns. 


QUADBAKB. 


Smu. 


QuASHim. 


Lbptoh. 


» • • 


v^ 


* • 


48—43 


27 — 20 




ArchelauB • 


• • • 




• • 


47 


89—22 


18 — 15 


Agrippa I. . 


t • • 




• • 


47 


88 




Augustus • 


• • • 


54 — 42 


• • 


46 


26 


18 


Tiberius 


■ • • 




• • 


• • 


85—28 


[ir 

[19' 


Claudius • 


■ • • 




• • 


• • 


88 


Nero . 


. 141 — 118 


68—45 


86 — 23 


40 


87 — 80 


'18-5,15] 


Eevolt (2nd year) 


.. 




• • 


61 — 49 


• • 




Berolt (8rd year) 


• . 




• • 


44 


86 





Although from this table it may be seen that the 
AeTTToy of the time of the Evangelists was of rare occur- 
rence, yet it must have been a common coin in the time 
of Alexander IE. after the death of Alexander Jannaeus 
to the accession of Antigonus (b.c. 69 — 40). The nume- 
rous coinage of Alexander Jannaeus doubtless continued 
in use for a long time, and the extreme vicissitudes of the 
period after his death may have only permitted smaller 
copper coins of semi-barbarous workmanship to be issued. 
These small coins, which were formerly attributed to 
Alexander Jannaeus (though we cannot exactly determine 
at what period of his reign they could have been struck) 



average in weight from 20 to 15 grains, and certainly 
represent the Aenroi'. 

"We next notice the assanon^ of which the quadraiis 
was the fourth, and the lepUm the eighth. It ia stated in 
Schleusner' that ' some have thought the atraapiov to be 
equal to the halfoi the Boman a«,' which I understand to 
mean * to be equal to the as semujunalis^ the half of the 
one ounce Boman 05 (as uncia/i^)'.' The Jewish as or osso- 
nbn.is hy the Jewish writers made to correspond with the 
half of the half-ounce Eoman as, t.e, the sernis^ an idea I 
have already rejected.* The assarion of the New Testa- 
ment must be sought for among the Greek Imperial cohas. 
Judaea being a Eoman province of Syria, the copper cui^ 
rency of Augustus and Tiberius struck at Andoch in 
Syria, having on the reverse 8. C. within a wreath, seems 
to finnish us with probable specimens. One of these coins 
with the head of Augustiis is given by Mionnet' with the 
countermark FAA, proving that it was lawfully current 
in Gadara of Decapolis. The large brass of the coins of 
Augustus struck at Antioch weigh from 302 to 242 grains, 
and the second brass about 143. The second brass of 
Tiberius are rather lighter, weighing from 130 to 120 



graons. The large brass is doubtless the as of copper, and 
the second brass the semis, though both are struck very 
much over weight.* 

» Zes. S. T. s. T. aaak^y. * Plin. N. H. ixriii. 3. 

' See p. 298, noU. * &ippl. toL viii. pp. 189—140. 

* Cavedani {BUhl. IShtm. vol. i p. Ill, note 91) averagw the weight 
of the Wge brass from 263 to 281 graiiifl, and that of the second braw 
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As we have alluded to the corns* of Chios in our descrip- 
tion of the assarion^ it may not be uninteresting to give a 
table of their weights, though, I am afraid, they do not 
throw much light upon the assarion of the New Testa- 
ment, beyond the fact of establishing that a single coin is 
probably intended by the 8vo aaradpia of St. Luke.® 



TABLE OF WEIGHTS OF COINS OF CHIOS. 





iBt 

Period. 


9nA 




Arerageof 


Arerage of 






Nameft. 


znu 

Poriod. 


AMarlon. 


ABMilon. 
lit Period. 


AMarion. 
2nd Period. 


EzceM in welgbl 




TPIA 


302 


• ■ 


100-6 


Y 85-45 


a a 


45-65 




[ahonld weigh, Ist 


269 


• a 


89*6 


a a 


12-65 




Per. 256-35, 2nd 


251 


• • 


83-6 


a a 


• • 


5*35 


Per. 108-5.] 


204 


• • 


68 


J 


a • 


• a 


52-35 






119 


39-6 


• • 


^ 


10-6 








115 


38-8 


• • 


. 36166 


6-5 








92 


30-6 


a a 




• • 


16-5 


ATQ 


142 


• • 


71 


71 


J 






[should weigh,2nd 
Per. 79-32J 




86 


43 


• a 


^ 


6-68 






77 


38-5 


• • 


. 39*66 


• • 


2-32 






75 


37-6 


a • 




a a 


4-32 


ACCAPION 


• • 


• ■ 


79 


• • 


a • 


8 rl8tPeriod,1 
L AYQ. J 


6-45 riBt Period,-! 
L TPIA J 


HMYACCAPION* 
















weighing 126 


• a 


• a 


252 








, 


»• 62 


• • 


• a 


124 










n 48 


• • 


• a 


96 










OBOAOC 
















weighing 111 

















* These coins seem to belong to a difieient syBtem. 

The only coins of Antipas and Philip IL that I have 
been able to weigh are both in the collection of Mr. Wigan ; 
the former (no. 2) weighs 164 grains, and the latter (no. 3) 
82 grains, doubtless representing the ojs and the semis. 
The larger coins of Agrippa IT., with heads of Vespasian, 

at 128 gramsa The former lie wishes to identify with the dupofuKuSf and 
the latter with the m at Borne. He forgets that the dttpondiut at Borne 
was of yellow hrass^ and the tu of copper, (See p. 2d9.) 

* See p. 243. 

Borghesi, after weighing several spedmens of the TPIA ACCA- 
FIAjpiece, acknowledges that they only seem to prove that in Asia, 
under the Imperial rule, a coin was in circulation equal to three aMe4 
(Cavedoniy BibL Ifum, voL L p. 118| note 94). 
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Titus, and Domitian, weigh about 170 grains, and the 
smaller 97 grains. A small coin of Agrippa U. under 
Nero in the collection of Mr. Wigan (no. 4) weighs 39 grs. 
This is probably a quadrans. The copper coins of the first 
Eevolt weighing on the average from 179 grains to 88 
grains have been identified by Cavedoni^ with the Eoman 
dupondius and as. This is again an error. They should 
be identified with the as and semis of copper.* The large 
brass coin, now ascribed to Simon Nasi (no. 1) gives the 
peculiar weight of 515 grains. Cavedoni* suggests that 
it might have been worth 5 or 6 asses^ but is it not more 
likely a re-struck large brass ? 

7 Bibl ITum, voL ii. p. 61, note 86. « See p. 299. 

* BM. Num. ToL ii. {. e. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

WKITINa. 

The ancient Hebrew character is acknowledged to have 
been the same, or nearly so, as the Phoenician. Without 
entering deeply, therefore, into the controverted question 
of the invention of Writing, it will be desirable to con- 
Bider briefly the opinions advancedby paleeograpliers and 
scholars as to the origin of the Phoenician. 

That writing was used at a very remote period by the 
^^ andBabylo^u^ U oeLn, ^ i U no. Le- 
fore surprising that advocates have been found to refer to 
one or the other the source of that alphabet which in its 
turn became the parent of the letters of the Western 
Nations. The Hieroglyphic system of the ancient Egyp- 
tians consists of a certain number of figures to express 
letters or syllables, and a vast number of ideographic or 
symbolic forms to represent words. The use of the 
Hieratic writing is assigned to the 6th djmasty {circ. b.c. 
2200),* and its object was the writing Hieroglyphics on 

^ This date is taken from Mr. Poole's calculations (Art Eff^t. Dr. 
Smith's Diet, of the Bible)^ where the 1st dynasty and the accession of 
Henes is assigned to B.C. 2700. Lepsins has placed the commencement 
at B.C. 3892, and Bunsen 200 years Liter, but according to Poole (/. c.) 
these caLc'ulations are based on a statement of the false Manetilio. The 
earliest Hieratic writing known to exist is said to be on the papyrus of 
H. Prisse d'Avennes, at Paris, which has been published by M. Ghabas 
in the Beime Archiologigue (vol. xy. p. 1). It is supposed to be of the 
6th dynasty. It was assigned by the Ber. Mr. Heath| in the JtHmthlf 
Bevitw (July, 1856), to a Fhoonician king, Assa, who was one of the 
Shepherd Kings of the 15th dynasty. Mr. Poole is inclined to this 
latter opinion (see Horm JEgypt, p. 175 ; Joseph. emUr, Apion^ i. 14). 
To whatever dynasty Hieratic writing may be assigned, it is certain 
that it is not of a later date than B.C. 2000. 



306 WRITING. 



papyrus with greater ease and expedition.* According to 
the united testimonies of classical writers, the Egyptians 
are spoken of as the earliest instructors in writing, and 
Tacitus* more expressly states that letters were adopted 
by the Phoenicians from the Egyptians. 

Paravey, Salvolini, and Lenormant have endeavoured 
to prove that the Phoenicians derived their alphabet im- 
mediately from the Hieroglyphics^ but De Eoug6* has shown 
that this theory lies open to serious objections, and has 
brought forward a more probable supposition, viz. that 
the Phoenicians fi*amed their alphabet from the Hteraiic^ 
by selecting a certain number of characters sufficient for 
the purpose, and rejecting altogether the ideographic 
forms. He endeavours to prove this by comparing the 
alphabet on the Phoenician monument of Esmunazar, King 
of Sidon (arc. b.c. 599),* with that found on the most 
ancient papyrus known to exist in the Hieratic character, 
which is anterior to the 18th dynasty (b.o. 1500), and 
hence concludes that they probably borrowed their al- 
phabet during the sojoimi of the Shepherd Kings in Egypt.^ 
If not absolutely proved, yet many circumstances tend to 
confirm the view here taken. The geographical position 
of the Phoenicians, and their known character as a com- 
mercial and sea-faring nation, would lead them imme- 
diately to Egypt to barter their wares, and it would not 
be long before they would naturally feel sensible of the 

' The formation of the SieraHe from the Siero^lyphie is dearly seen 
in the Tables of Bragsch {Gframmaire Demotique^ 1855). 

• Awn, xi. 14. 

^ Swr Vorigine Egyptienne de V alphabet JBhinicien^ publ. in the Bevue 
de riMtruction publique, 8 Sept. 1859. 

^ This is the date assigned to it by the Due de Luynes. De BougS 
{I, c.) says it is of the 12th cent. b.o. I This must be a mistake. 

• About B.C. 2080 Egypt was invaded by strangers, known as tiie 
Shepherds, who appear to have been Arabs cognate with the FhoanicUnu. 
(Poole, Art. -Zba», Smith's Diet, of the Bible,) 
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necessity of a less complex inedimn in order to maintain 
their intercourse. Sir Gardner Wilkinson seems to give 
us the real solution of this long agitated question, in brief 
but precise words. He says/ " The claim of real alphabetic 
vyriimg is certainly in favour of the Phoenicians. For 
whUe the Egyptians in Hie Hieroglyphic ^di Hieraidc had 
upwards of 2000 years before our era invented the first 
germ of the alphabetic system, the Phoenicians, a highly 
practical people, first struck out the idea of a simple and 
regular alphahetr One of the strongest proofs in con- 
firmation of this argument is the fact, that in framing their 
alphabet the Phoenicians adopted the same process pre* 
viously employed in the Egyptian phonetic system,* by 
taking the first letter of the name of the object chosen to 
represent each sound, as A for Aleph (a bull), B for Beih 
(a house), G for Ghimjel (a camel), etc., in the same manner 
as the Egyptians represented A by an eagle {AkMm)^ 
M by an owl {Moulag)^ etc. This alphabet must have been 
used and even communicated to Greece* long before the 
Demotic form of writing was introduced into Egypt (about 
the 7th cent. b.g.),' and one cannot help supposmg, that in 
return for the benefit conferred on the Phoenicians by the 

primitive mode of writing in Egypt, this nation of mer- 
chants must have considerably influenced the Egyptians 
in causing them to adopt the more perfect phonetic 
system of the Demotic writing, which in its forms bears 
even some resemblance to the Phoenician letters. 

It must not, however, be denied, that many eminent 

7 In Bawliiison'B Herodotus^ voL ii. p. 817. 

® Oesenlua and Ewald both are of opinion that the Semitic Alphabet 
was constructed by a people connected with Egypt, (See DavidBon, 
Biblieal OriHeiem^yol. L p. 24). 

» Herod, v. 58. 

^ The earliest instance now existing of Demotic writing is dated B.C. 
665 (Brugsch, Orammaire Demotique^ p. 4), but of course used pre- 
viously. 
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scholars have turned their eyes in another direction for the 
origin of the Semitic alphabet, and have designated Baby- 
Ionia as the true mother of the characters employed in 
very ancient times in Syria and Mesopotamia. Kopp,* 
Hofl&nann/ Davidson* and Levjr* support this view, and 
chiefly on the following grounds, that besides the cunei- 
form writing used so constantly in Assyrian and Baby- 
Ionian monuments, a cursive character was also employed 
identical with the Phoenician, and therefore probably bor- 
rowed by the latter people. The earliest specimens of this 
cursive character (accompanied by cuneiform) are on the 
bronze lion-weights now in the British Museum, and others 
occur on a few of the bricks, cylinders and gems. But 
on this theory Kenrick" justly remarks, that the occur- 
rence of these characters only proves the intercourse 
between the two people, and not that the cuneiform toas the 
parent of the Phemcian. Norris/ also, in reference to the 
same, writes, ^^ It is suggested, and is certainly possible, 
that the inscriptions on the bronze lions may be the cur-^ 
sive Assyrian alphabet^ which could thus have been stib^ 
sequently adopted hy the Phoenicians" but that these cursive 
characters on undoubted Assyrian monuments, though 
allied to them, are stiQ different, and ^^ the language of 
the inscriptions on the lions seems peculiarly Hebrew or 
Chaldee" Gesenius^ is on the same side of the question, 
and argues that the characters on the bricks are genuine 
Phoenician, but not of the most antique form, and he sug- 
gests that, during the period of the Persian sovereigns, 
the Babylonians possessed a common alphabet with 

* Bildcr und Schriften^ vol. ii p. 147. • Oram, Syr. p. 61. 

^ Biblical Criticism, voL i. p. 25. 

B Jud. MUnzen, p. 140. ^ Phoenicia^ p. 164. 

7 Journal of Roy. Aaiatie Society, vol. xvi. p. 226, note* 
^ Art. Pakeoyraphie in ErscH and Gruber's Alyemeine JSncyelo^ 
plidie. 
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the Phoenicians. Lastly, Sir G. Wilkinson* maintains 
" that the ancient Assjoian letters could not have been 
the origin of those used in Greece." 

The oldest Phoenician inscriptions as yet discovered, are, 
however, those on the Assyrian bronze lion-weights above 
referred to, the earliest of which bears apparently the 
name of Asshur-izir-pal, b.o. 880, and the next in date gives 
us the name of Shalmaneser 11. circ. b.o. 850.* Asshur- 
izir-pal was the first of the Assjrrian monarchs who made 
an expedition to conquer the tribes on the sea-coast,' and 
it is reasonable to suppose that from this period (if 
not previously) a commercial intercourse was carried on 
between the Phoenician and Canaanite merchants and 
Babylon, a fact also so remarkably confirmed by finding 
inscriptions both in cuneiform and Phoenician writing on 
a series of lion-weights, a precaution evidently taken for 
the sake of traffic. 

That the Hebrews borrowed the use of writing from 
Mesopotamia or Phoenicia, has been universally admitted, 
and according to Gesenius,* the old form of their writing 
was certainly derived from the Phoenician, and retained by 
the Samaritans, after the Jews had adopted another charac- 
ter of Aramaic origin. The same argument is followed by 
Sir G. Wilkinson,* who adds, that the ancient Hebrew 
alphabet was evidently borrowed from the Phoenician 
before the Egyptians had purely phonetic writing, and was 

' In Bawlinson's Herodotus^ vol. ii. p. 819. 

^ See their description, p. 259. 

' Becorded on a monolith, which was pkced in the vestibnle of the 
Temple of Mars at Calah (Nimrdd). Several cities and countries are 
named, to which this King made expeditions, and among them l^fre and 
Sidcn. (Sir H. C. Bawlinson, Outlines of Agsyrian Buionf, p. zxiii; read 
before the AHoHe Society, 6th June, 1852.) 

* Seriptwra UtkgucBque Fhctnicia Monumental 4to. Lips. 1887, p. 78. 

^ In Sawlinson's Herodotue, vol. ii. p. 820. 

y 
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probably used as far back as the time of Moses. He con- 
cludes, therefore, that alphabetic writing must have been 
in use upwards of 1500 years before our era. 

We now come to the characters found on the coins 
struck by the Asmoneean Princes from b.c. 139, and which 
from that date to b.c. 40 were in constant use. Their great 
similarity to the Phoenician will at once be seen, and afford 
a convincing proof of their origin. The same character is 
again adopted during the revolts of the Jews, and ceases 
only with the death of Bar-cochab in A.a. 138, having 
existed throughout a period of 300 years. Hence is ex- 
plained the assertion of Eliezer of Modaim, a cotemporary 
of Bar-cochab, " that the Aschurith (that is to say, the Assy- 
rian character) had not been changed."* Gesenius,* to 
account for the late use of these characters on the coins, 
instances the similar case of the Cufic characters on 
Mahomedan coins, met with long after the Nishki was 
employed for writing. The earliest specimen of the 
Samaritan alphabet (which is almost the same as the coin- 
character), occurs on a stone found near Nablous,^ the 
ancient Sichem, in an inscription containing the ten com- 
mandments in an abbreviated form. This monument is 
attributed to a period preceding the reign of Justinian 
(a.d. 527-565), and the forms of the letters show how the 
coin-character was further developed until it arrived at 
the more cursive writing found in the oldest of the 
Samaritan Codices. The resemblance is so evident between 
the Samaritan and coin-character, that it is not surprising 
that the latter was called the "/Samanto/z," although it is 
beyond all doubt that the character was first acquired by 

« Of. Syjihed. 22 B ; Levy, JUd. Manzen, p. 14f6. 

« Oeschichte der Heh. Sprache und Schrift, §. 46, p. 166 seq. 

7 Published by Dr. Gteorg Rosen in the Zeitschrift der Deuiwhen 
Morgenldfidischen Qeselischa/t, vol. xiv. pp. 605-634. There are also 
pome remarks on this stone by Prof. E. Rodiger. 
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the Samaritans from the Jews, but was modified after their 
separation.* The alphabet of the coin-writing given in 
the plate is chiefly from Levy, who has taken the forms 
from the coin-illustrations of De Saulcy, but I may add, 
that I have myself verified the characters with the 
coins themselves. It will be seen that all the letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet occur on the coins, excepting Teth^ 
Sameck and Phe. The Zain^ though it may be found in 
the table of Asaria de Eossi,® who gives as his authority 
the work of an anon3rmous Christian author,^ was not 
known as a coin-letter till the coins of Eleazar were pub- 
lished by M. de Vogii^.* It bears a great resemblance to 
the Samaritan form^ of the same letter found in MS8. It 
will also be seen that Zain and Samech are wanting in 
the Samaritan alphabet from the Nablous stone ; and the 
Teth has been taken from another monument, the descrip- 
tion of which is given by Rosen.* 

The more difficult task now remains, to ascertain how 
the more recent square characters of the Jews have been 
developed or taken the place of the ancient Hebrew writing. 
It is, perhaps, impossible to discover the precise time at 
which the change took place. In the Talmud it is 
referred erroneously to Ezra, and the writing called Assy^ 
rian^ and said to be brought from Assyria, but the mean- 
ing of iT^i WM has been disputed.* Hupfeld * speaks of the 
1st and 2nd century a.d., as the date of the square cha- 

s Leyy, Jud. MUnzen, p. Ul. 

* In hia Meor Ent^imy c. 56. 

^ It would be desirable to ascertain who this author was. 

* See p. 161. 

' ZeiUchr\ft der Deutseh. Moirg. Oesell. toL xiy. I. e. Plate, no. 2. 

^ Davidson, Biblical Critieiam^ vol. i. p. 80. 

B 8tud. und Eritihen, 1880, p. 279 $eq. This and two or three of the 
following references are collected together by Davidson, from whom I 
borrow them. 

y 2 
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racter. Havemick • refers the change to a period prior 
to Christ, in consequence of the well-known passage in 
Matt, V. 18. With this the Palmjrrene inscriptions will 
agree, for the usage of that writing must have been at 
least a century earlier than the inscriptions. Ewald ^ refers 
the change to the century before and the century after the 
Christian era. Herbsf opposed this view and his argu- 
ments are given by Davidson at length, who says that all 
analogy is in favour of the change being a gradual one, 
and in this view he agrees with Kopp • and Gesenius.^ It 
certainly had not been made when the coins of Simon 
Maccaba&us were first struck in a.d. 139, nor had it been 
made tmder Antigonus in B.o. 40, for his coins still bear 
the same character. It is likely, says Davidson,' ^^ that the 
old writing had been modified fi-om the time of Ezra to 
the Maccabaean princes, and had slowly inclined to the 
square characters. The alteration proceeded gradually to 
the first century A.D., when it was consummated, but then 
not wholly, as appears firom the coins of Bar-cochab with 
old Hebrew letters at the time of Hadrian. The Jewish 
traditions in the Talmud are not to be relied on, and the 
statements of Africanus, Irenaeus, Origen and Jerome were 
all derived fi-om Jewish traditions." On the whole David- 
son concludes, ^^ that the change was completed in the first 
half of the 2nd century a.d. Both sorts of characters were 
therefore used in the century before Christ and the cen- 
tury after." This hypothesis seems the most reasonable 
that haa been offered. 

MnleiL voL i. p. 29L 

7 Au9fuhrlicher Lehrhuch der Hehr. Spraehe^ p. 100. 
^ Ri9tori»ehrEritUche Emleit. in die heil, Schrtften dei Alt. Test, i 
p. 61 9eq, 
* Bilder und Schriften der Vorzeit. yoL ii. 
^ Monument Fhoenie. p. 78. 
^ Biblical Oriiieism, vol. U pp. 34i-86. 
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The earliest monuments of the square Hebrew msy be 
stated as follows : — 

1. The Egypto- Aramaean monuments. 

2. The Nabathaean inscriptions on coins and at Sinai. 

3. The Palmjrrene inscriptions. 

4. The earthen bowls discovered at Babylon. 

5. The eariiest Hebrew MSB. and monuments. 

6. The Jewish catacombs at Eome, Venosa, and Lavello. 

1. JTie EgyptO'AranuBan vyriting is found on Egyptian 
monuments, proceeding probably from Jews or Syrians 
settled in Egypt. The language was a dialect of the 
Aramaic, which constituted the northern branch of the 
Semitic family.* Mesopotamia and Babylonia form its 
proper domain, but it subsequently superseded the Hebrew 
in Palestine, and at last obtained complete supremacy. 
The Egypto- Aramaean and the Palmyrene writing form 
the links between the coin-characters and the square cha- 
ra<5ter, and represent it in a transition state. The Egypto- 
Aramaean monuments are : — 

A. The inscription on a stone at Carpentras accom- 
panied by Egyptian sculpture. The characters come near 
to the Phcenician, and are thought to present the most 
ancient specunen of the Aramaean series. This monument 
has been considered by Gesenius* to have been executed 
by a Syrian of the Seleucidian period. It may, however, 
be the production of a Jew inclining to the Egyptian 
worship.* The Aramaean alphabet was certainly derived 
from the Phcenician, since all the letters correspond except 
He and Jod.^ 

B. The papyri at Turin and in the possession of the 
Due de Blacas. These are written in a Chaldee dialect, 

' Kitto*B OyclopcDdia of Biblical Literature^ lateat edition, a. v. Aramaic 
language. ^ Monument Fhcenie. p. 232. 

^ Kitto, I. c. ^ Monument PhoBnic. p. 82. See our Plate. 
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mingled with Hebraicisms. In the Blacas papyri^ as on 
the Babylonian bowls, the first vestiges of final letters 
( Caph and Nun) appear. The characters on all the papyri 
are similar to those on the Carpentras monument, but 
resemble more closely the Palmyrene and square Hebrew. 
Their age may be assigned to the reign of the latest 
Ptolemies, 

2. Ihe Sinaitic Inscriptions are assigned by the Due de 
Luynes/ to about a.d. 18. He gives two alphabets, one 
taken from the coins of Nabathaea", and the other from the 
inscriptions of Gehel Mocatteh^ published by Dr. Beer in 
1840.* The resemblance of several of the letters to the 
square Hebrew is very striking. Mr. Forster, in his works 
relative to the Sinaitic Inscriptions^ supposes that they 
were written by the Israelites during their wanderings, 
and says that many of the letters are identical with the 
square character, as 7a^^, Nun^ and Besch. Other con- 
siderations, however, induce us to agree with Sir G. Wil- 
kinson,* that these inscriptions are of a Christian age. 
3. The Palmyrene inscriptions found at Palmyra are 
generally bilingual, in Greek and Aramaic, and are of the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd centuries (from a.d. 48 to a.d. 257).' 

7 See Prinaep'a Essays on Indian Antiquities, ed. Thomas, vol. ii. 
p. 107. 

® In the Revue Areheologique for April, 1864 (p. 284), M. de Vogiie 
publishes some *' Nabathiean and Aramsean inscriptions brought from 
Haur^n,*' among which there is one dated in the 7th year of Claudius 
(= A.D. 47), and another in the 11th year of King Malchus, whom 
de Yogtie considers to have been a cotemporary of Herod. 

* Inscriptiones veteres litteris et lingua hucusque incognitU ad montem 
Sinai magno numero servatiB, by E. F. E. Beer. Leipzig, 1840. 

^ Israelitish authorship of the Sinaitic inscriptions^ 8vo. 1856 ; Sinai 
photographed, 4to. 1862. 

* In Eawlinson's Herodotus, vol. ii. p. 320. 

* Swinton, Explication of the Inscriptions in the Falmp'ene Language 
in the 48th vol. of Phil Trans, pp. 690-756 ; see also Eobert Wood, 
The Buins of Falwgra, Lond. 1753. 
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The language closely resembles the Syriac, and the cha- 
racter is clearly akin to the square Hebrew, but inclining 
to cursive forms. It is probable that this form of writing 
was universal at that period in Syria. Its origin may be 
sought in the Egypto-Aramsean, from which all the 
letters are borrowed. In the Aramasan two final letters 
are found, and in the Palmyrene also the final Nun. 
This Palmyrene writing, says Gesenius, is the immediate 
parent of the square Hebrew, all the letters are the 
same or easily derived from it, except Cheth and Koph^ 
which are borrowed from the Aramaean. The following 
table, taken from Gesenius, shows the descent of the 
square Hebrew from the old Aramaean of Egypt as modi- 
fied by the Palm3rrene : 

The Eabliest Phobniciait. 



Ancient Hebrew AhIm^eak 

ON ASMONiEAN COINS. 



Sahabitan Palmtbene 




Squabe Hebbew. 

4. Tlie Babylonian howls were probably written by Jews 
at Babylon or Chaldaea. According to Ellis,* the character 
is a mixture of the Palmyrene and Sjniac. He thinks that 
the writing on no. 1 of the bowls answers to the descrip- 
tion of the ancient Hebrew letters in the Talmud, and 
refers to Abraham de Balneis, who, in his Hebrew Gram- 
mar, says that the Hebrew letters brought from Assyria 

^ Iq Layard*8 Nineveh and Babylon^ 1853, p. 510. 
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were composed of straight lines.* The modem Samaritans 
still call their writing ^Ebri or Ebreni^ and the square 
Hebrew EUAschuri^ As regards the date of these bowls, 
Layard^ conjectures no. 1 to be perhaps of the 2nd or 
3rd century b,c., or later, and others to be of the 5th cen- 
tury A.D., but according to Levy,® they are partly of the 
seventh century a.d. On the earliest of them there is no 
strict use of final letters and no separation of words, 
whereas, on no. 5, final letters as well as separation of 
words are constantly found.* 

5. The earliest MSS. and Monuments. 

A. The earliest existing Hebrew MSS. are at present 
preserved in the Imperial Public Library at St. Peters- 
burg,* which has recently acquired the collection of Herr 
Firkowitz, and in which Library are now also deposited the 
Hebrew MSS. described by Pinner* as formerly preserved 
at Odessa. The greater part of the MSS. of this collec- 
tion have dates, which are reckoned according to different 
epochs. The Biblical MSS. consist of fragments of the 
Pentateuch Bolls without vowel points, and of various 
portions of the Old Testament accompanied with vowel 

^ De Balneis lived only in the 16tli century, and his opinion is not of 
much value. The theory of Champollion {PahBographie Universelle)^ 
that they were derived directly from the cuneiform seems quite untenable, 
though Ellis modifies this theory by supposing that the square character 
was invented in order to write the cuneiform with greater ease, an 
opinion not admitted by Layard. (Nineveh and Babylon^ p. 525.) 

* Wilson, Lands of the Bible, p. 75. 
7 Nineveh and Bcibylon^ p. 525. 

B Jud. MUnzen^ p. 142. * See our Plate. 

* For the account of the Hebrew MSS. in this Library, as weU as for 
the information relative to those noticed by Pinner, I am indebted to 
Mr. W. Wright, who has kindly permitted me to make an extract 
of a letter addressed to him, and dated Nov. 186d| from Prof. Chwolson 
of St. Petersburg. 

* Prospectus der Odessaer Oesellschaft gehorenden altesten HehrU" 
ischen und Babbinischen Handschrijten, Odessa, 1845. 
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points. The earliest date is on a Eoll which was found in 
a Karaite Synagogue at Tschuiutkal^ in the Crimea. The 
inscription is as follows ; 

i.e. " Dedicated [by the Synagogue] here to the Congre- 
gation [ f? meaning hnp or nb'^np] of Tamatarka [i.e. 
Phanagoria, the present Taman on the Peninsula of the 
same name] formeriy Thamirake, in the year 4400 of the 
Creation, 1185 after our Exile." 

From other inscriptions calculated at different epochs, 
it is apparent that the Jews in the Crimea made use of 
two eras calculated from the Creation, which differed from 
each other 151 years, so that we must add 89 years to the 
one, and 240 to the other, to obtain the corresponding 
Christian year. The year 1 700 of the Exile in one inscrip- 
tion is identified with the year 1316 of the era of the 
Seleucids. The first era is therefore reckoned from b.c. 
696, the date of the Assyrian exile imder Shalmaneser, and 
the year 1185 of the Exile corresponds to a.d. 489. To 
the second era, calculated from the Creation, only 89 years 
are to be added, i.e. a.d. 489. 

It is right to add that Professor Chwolson has not seen 
this inscription, but that he was informed by M. Firkowitz 
that it had been obliterated by some photographic process.* 

Other fragments of Rolls exist in which the date of pur- 
chase or dedication is mentioned ; for example, 1335 = 
A.D. 639 ; 1460 = a.d. 764 ; 4541 of the Creation = a.d. 
781 ; 1485 of the Exile and [4] 700 of the Creation = a.d. 
789 ; 1494 of the Exile = a.d. 798 ; 1501 of the Exile and 

' Mr. Wright (Joum. of Sacred Lit. Jan. 1864, p. 474) considers 
this inscription as suspicious, for Thamirake is a well-known town, 
situated out of the Crimea, a little westward of Ferekop, but not in the 
peninsula of Taman. There may, however, have been two towns of 
this name. The earliest MS. noticed by Pinner {U c.) was written, 
according to the subscription, previously to a.d. 580. 
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4565 of the Creation = a.d. 805, in which year this Roll 
was stolen by the Gothic tribe of the Tetraxians, and 
recovered by force from them by the newly converted 
Chazars. This inscription is unquestionably genuine, and 
the Roll evidently very ancient. 

There are also others dated [4] 726 of the Creation = 
A.D. 815 or 966 (?) ; 4603 of the Creation = a.d. 843 ; 
[1]544 of the Exile = a.d. 848 ; [4]608 of the Creation 
= A.D. 848, etc. 

Among the MS8. formerly at Odessa, described by 
Pinner {I. c.) is one containing Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
and the later prophets, and bearing the date a.d. 916. Of 
this one (which corresponds in date to one of the sepul- 
chral inscriptions from Aden spoken of below), Pinner 
has given an excellent facsimile. It has this peculiarity, 
that the vowels and accents are written ahave instead of 
below the letters, a practice which has been assumed to 
indicate a Babylonish origin.* 

The opinion of Dr. M. Heidenheim * that the MS. of the 
Prophets in the British Museum {Add. 4708) is a codex of 
the 6th or 8th century, does not merit serious attention. 
It is probably not earlier than the 13th or 14th century. 

B. The Inscriptions on the sepulchral stones from Aden^ 
now in the British Museum. These are four in number, of 
which two are dated, one a.d. 717-718, and the other a.d. 
916-917. It is remarkable that the forms of | (l), t (t) 
T (t) and J" (a) correspond closely with those on the 
earthen bowls found at Babylon. The peculiar letter 
r*l on the later of these monmnents, for Aleph^ seems to 
be of Himyaritic or Ethiopic origin.* 

^ Pinsker, Einleitung in das BcibylonUeh-hebrdische Punhlatumwys^ 
tern, Wien, 1863. He also gives a facsimile of this MS. 

^ Deutsche Tierteljahrssehr^ty vol. i. p. 259, edited by Dr. M. 
Heidenheim. 

• In the Bewte Archiologique for March, 1864 (p. 200), M. do 
Yogiie has published an account of some Hebrew inscriptions at Jeru-» 
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6. The Jewish catacombs at Rome^ Venosa^ and Lavelh. 

In September, 1853/ some Jewish catacombs were dis- 
covered at Venosa, upon some of the niches of which some 
inscriptions in Hebrew^ Latin, and Greek are either roughly- 
painted or scratched. Twenty-four of the inscriptions as* 
yet foimd are in Hebrew. The Latin and Greek inscrip- 
tions are misspelt, but the Hebrew ones are more correct. 
It has also been noticed ® " that at Lavello there were also 
foimd some Hebrew inscriptions in the last century, and 
other Hebrew catacombs were discovered in 1854 at Oria. 
The existence of numerous Jews in Apulia and Calabria 
in the fourth century, is proved by many contemporary 
records, and especially by a law of the Emperor Honorius 
of the year 398, 'Vacillare per Apuliam et Calabriam 
plurimos ordines civitatum comperimus, quia Judaicse 
superstitiones simt.' '' • 

aalem. The latest date to which one of them (that of the famSy of 
Beni-Hezir) could possibly belong, is assigned by him to a.d. 70, on the 
ground that Hebrew ceased to be spoken after the destruetion of 
Jerusalem ; but this assumption is evidently of little weight, for it is 
certain that the Hebrew language and alphabet were employed by the 
Jews in sepulchral and other inscriptions from the earliest period at 
which they are found through successive centuries downwards, as evi- 
denced by the inscriptions at Borne (assigned by M. de Yogii^ himself 
to the 2nd century), the bowls from Babylon and the monuments from 
Aden. The proof of antiquity offered by M. de Vog\i6 from the form 
of the letter Mem, is also feur from conclusive, for the same form appears 
on both the inscriptions he engraves, one of which he assigns to a period 
shortly before the birth of Christ, and the other to the 2nd century a.p. 
On the Aden monuments, also, of the 8th and lOth centuries, the form 
of the Mrfn is so similar that no palieographic argument can be drawn 
from it. Purther evidence is therefore required of the presumed anti« 
quity of this inscription of the family of Ben-Hezir, than has yet been 
adduced. 

7 Murray's Handbook for Southern Italy, p. 861. Bosio (Boma 
Sotterranea, 1632, p. 142), mentions a cemetery of the Jews with only 
Greek inscriptions. See also Aringhi, JRoma Subterranea, 1659, vol. i. 
p. 236. ® Murray, /. c. ^ Cod, Theod, xii. i. p. 158. 
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Some specimens given by Burgon * of Jewish inscrip- 
tions are chiefly in Greek, though some are in Greek and 
Latin. The only Hebrew word occurring upon them is 

]Q-|^V (QiV») ^peace.^ Whether any account has been 
published of those discovered at Venosa and Lavello, I am 
unable to say, and therefore can assign no exact date to 
them ; but it is hardly possible that they can be later than 
the seventh century.* 

Our plate has been careftdly formed from an examina- 
tion of all the monuments previously referred to. The 
first column of writing presents the earliest Phoenician 
letters as found on the Ass3rrian lions {circ. b.c. 880), and 
the letters there wanting are supplied from the bulls of 
Sargon {circ. b.c. 648). The second column is taken from 
the monument of Esmunazar, king of Sidon {circ. B.C. 599). 
The third represents the coin-characters. The fourth the 
Samaritan characters from the Nablous monuments (before 
A.D. 527). The fifth and sixth the Aramaean (end of the 
Ptolemies — death of Cleopatra, B.c. 30). The seventh the 
Palmyrene (2nd and 3rd century a.d.). The eighth and ninth 
the characters on the earthen bowls found at Babylon,' 
and the tenth and eleventh those on the stones from 
Aden (a.d. 717-718; 916-917). llie gradual derivation 
of the square Hebrew from the Phoenician, through the 
Aramsean and Palmyrene, is too striking to require any 
further explanation. 

^ Letterifram Borne, bj Bev. J. Burgon, p. 163 9eq. 

' Burgon {Ix, p. 130) says that the reBearcbes of Cav. O. 6. do Boasi 
willf be hopes, soon be given to the world. The first volume of his 
work is already published, but contains only an account of the Christian 
catacombs. 

' Since making this alphabet, which has been taken from the bowls 
themselves, now in the British Museum, 1 find that Dr. Levy has already 
given an alphabet and written an excellent paper upon them. (See 
Zeitschriftder Deutsche Morg, Ge^elhchaft, vol. ix. 1855, pp. 4C5-401) 
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A. The Talmudic Writings on the Coinage of the 

First and Secx)nd Revolts. 

In justification of the classification of Jewish coins to 
the First and Second Revolts by Dr. Levy, I think it will 
be but right to give verbatim the evidence he has collected 
from the Talmudic writings.* 

" It is well known that no trace of the Maccabasan 
coins is to be found in all the Jewish writings subsequent 
to the Bible, even to the end of the Talmud, excepting the 
well-known passage in the book of Maccabees. On the 
other hand, many quotations in that traditional work refer 
to coins of the time of the two Revolts. Let us consider 
these passages in the chronological order in which they 
were written. 

" In the MishruLf we have found no allusion to tlie 
subject. In the Thosiphtha^ the next source, we read 
occasionally of the release of the second tithe {Md!aser 
Sheni\ c. 1, 5)^: bv kVi tiidu? mcd bv sb inw ^-^bbno 7^« 
lb y>n TS>D inittnn ]'»»» rrwr^n bv nbi ksv la'^sw rn^D 
bbn DM )n<bv inw r^^nn ^'^h nvnbwn^ nwDDi nvntD ni3?D 
D'^DBTHnn D>DbD ODD Ksi'»n MtoD b2« iw^D )wbv lap Kb 

\rvbv inw 7>bbnD, t.e. " The Ma'aser Skeni is not to be 

^ Jud. Manzen, pp. 126—131. 

' '' We cannot take any notice of the corrections of R Elias Wilna, 
in the very sad and critical state of the Thosiplitha ; since, in spite of hiii 
acateness, he often falls into mistakes, as he frequently alters the text 
according to the Babylonian Talmud, and by so doing is often led into 



errors." 
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redeemed by the coinage of the Eevolt, nor by a coin- 
age wliich is not current, nor by a money of which 
they are not in possession/ How is this to be mider- 
stood? Wlien they have money of Ben-Kosiba, or of 
Jerusalem' they must not redeem with it ; and if they 
have done so, they can buy no McCaser Sherd with it. 
Yet they might redeem with the money that was current 
in the time of earlier kings. 

" The passage of the Talmud Jerushalmi {Mdaser 
Shem\ 1, 2) runs thus; bVnn w« fconiDi^ yyy^ -nttir »too 
T»bv new '»tt'^w '»nn '^op tnnir Kn« naDo ba; nim ib yr^ 
nbon D^b nr^sn ; ^.e. ^ ITie coins of the revolt, as well as 
those of Ben-Kosiba, cannot be used for release, the danger- 
money, in obedience to the decision given in a certain 
case by E. Ime, shall be thrown into the salt-sea {i.e. ' sea' 
in general)/ 

" The Babylonian Gemara {Baba Kama 97b.) is men- 
tioned in the aforesaid Thosiphtha^ in the following manner ; 
nvnt'iD n-^m lb vn ts^'D niss')^ m'^kid ni3?ttn br i^bbno r« 
rbbno I'^M D'^aiayfcnn D'^Dbo b» w nvoba;')^'* ie. ' They durst 
not release with coinage that was not current, for instance, 
with money of Kosiba or of Jerusalem,* or with that of 
other kings/ 

'^ Now, even if it be shown by comparing this passage, 
that the text of the Thosiphtha has been much corrupted, 
yet this at least is certain, that Ben-Kosiba struck money ; 
that a remainder of it was still extant after the Mishnaitic 
times, but at that time had no currency. But what are 
we to understand by the Jertisalem-money^ and the Danger 
money? 

• " iT^^OI ought certainly to be read instead of ni^toOl, as is clear 
from the other Talmudic passages quoted further on." 

♦ " Peculiar, although unfounded, is Lightfoot's opinion (0/?p. omn, i. 
p. 452), * Ita dicti sunt, quod ejusdem ponderis et valoris forent cum 
moneta Ilierosolymitana, non cum Tyria.' " 
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" The former we meet with again in another part of the 
Jerusalem Talmud {Keihub. i. 2); nv^iniSD D'^rbo pnv 'n no« 
nvttba7'n> ni3^:inD. In this place mention is made of the 
sum prescribed in the Kethuha of the woman, which, 
according to the opinion of some scholars, might be com- 
posed of holy shekels (after Tyrian money), according to 
others, of some other current coinage. On this point it is 
remarked by R. Johanan, that nva'n^'nD, nia^nnn and 
Jerusalem-coins also were sufficient in this case. More- 
over, if we are in the dark as to what is meant by the two 
first kinds of coin,* yet this much is certain, that they, as 
well as the Jerusalem-coins, did not belong to the proper 
currency. We also arrive at the same conclusion from 
the passages before quoted, without, however, coming to a 
decided opinion on the Jerusalem-coins. Let us con- 
sider one other quotation in the Talmud (Bechoroth 50, a. 
Aboda Sara. 52 b.) Thus it says ; sa^mn wnan nanb wpn 
D'^btDTT^ b» irntD ^3SO MD'^oy M3'^nTO, «.6. ' They had willingly 
laid aside the smooth polished Denarii of Hadrianus Traja- 
nus on account of the types of Jerusalem which were struck 
upon them.' This passage is not easy to be xmderstood.* 
We must however understand it, as follows, imtil we get a 
better explanation. Trajan, it is well known, called in, 
in the year a.d. 107, the silver coinage which had hitherto 

« *' Ifl it not possible to read nVobtD'n'' ni3MnQ nV3'fi3 W'Vbo 
i.e. * Neronian denarii of tbe Jerusalem Chiefs/ This conjecture certainly 
seems somewhat hazardous, yet it is at any rate worthy of attention, 
in spite of the evidently corrupted text. The Talmud besides knew 
n'»3'n'^3 VbO * a denarius of Nero.' Cf. Baba Mezia 25, b." 

< " Gratz (iy. p. 514) thinks this passage should be understood that 
Hadrian (Trajan was an adopted name and KS^tD = 2£/3a<n-oc) profaned 
the holy coins of Jerusalem, probably intended for building the Temple, 
and stamped his own name Hadrianus Trajanus Sehastos thereon. 
Clever as this suggestion is, we must still doubt the SS^tD = Sebasfos, 
and the supposition that the money was meant for building the 
Temple." 
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been current in the Roman empire, in consequence of the 
falling off of the profit/ and issued it anew, coining it of 
full weight and value after the denarii of his time, and 
stamped with the Restoration-mark of Trajan. We must 
now assume that many coins were certainly still current 
in Jerusalem, and especially in Palestine, belonging to the 
time of the Jewish Revolt under Nero, with the legend 

* Jerusalem ' (oboyn'*), or with the types which bear 
reference to the Holy Temple. In the Restoration-mark 
of Trajan, these were certainly not passed over, and the 
coins thus profaned were turned into re-coined, well- 
polished, smooth coins ; ® thus they were a stumbling-block 
to the Jews, and they would gladly not have used them, 
had not a verse of Scripture (Ezekiel vii. 22) come to their 
assistance in the embarrassment, which must necessarily 
have arisen from not using so current a coinage. For the 
rest we hold with Gratz, with regard to the words 

* Hadrianus Trajanus ' in the passage above quoted, as 
being the fiiU name of the Caesar Hadrianus, as he is usu- 
ally called on those coins which were struck by him. The 
rendering which we have given of the Talmudic passage, 
finds its confirmation through its connection with another 
passage, with which it is found together in both places 
{Bechoroth and Ahoda Sard). On this point says R, Osija, 

'f ^^ Cf, Mommsen, Bbm, M&nzwesens, p. 758 seq. This tavant infomiB 
U8 that the rule of measurement was not adhered to in the entire 
circuit. In another place he says that a letter was stamped on the 
coin, when it was considered to give no profit.** 

B " So we must take the word as SS*^tD. The name K&tD means in 
the Syriac and Chaldee ' to smooth, to polish, to brighten, to clean ;* 
thence also HtW and KS'»tt? (in Syriac), * evenly, brightly,' (tf, Bernstein. 
Lex. Syr, ad ehrestom, Kirsch. 9, v.) This signification holds good for 
those coins which came bright from the Mint; whilst, according to the 
old common meaning * rubbed,' that is when the stamp was no longer 
intelligible, there was no reason to reject the coins, as the superscrip- 
tion was illegible." 
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^ they would willingly have abstained from the use of gold 
and silver, because of the gold and silver of Jerusalem ' 
(which, as Easchi teaches us, was for the most part holy\ 
and thereupon as an objection to this opinion, follows our 
passage. If we turn back after this digression to the 
Jerusalem-coins, we are of opinion that no other coins 
could well be meant, than those which were struck in the 
time of the Revolt under Nero, which, as before said, bear 
the legend ' Jerusalem,' and the types which referred to 
this city and the temple.' But the same coins are in like 
manner signified by the parallel passage above quoted 
* The Money of Danger,' {p^'::;'o \m ni^ya). In the above 
quoted passage from Baha Kama^ ' Money of Kosiba ' and 
' Jerusalem-money ' are connected together as not being 
current coinage, therefore the money of the first and 
second Eevolt, for 'Jerusalem-money' is found in the 
passage of the Jerusalem Talmud {Ma'aser 8heni\ 1, 2), as 
' Money of Danger,' which must therefore be considered 
identical with the other. The time of Ben-Kosiba is called 
simply TOoy nvw or laa? bw nil,' as also the time of the 
First Revolt is called now and then the time of naro ; thus 
the Mishna, Kethub. 9, 9 : R. Simon b. Gamliel says 
' from the time of danger and thenceforth (ib'^sn n3»n p) 
the woman can redeem her Keihuha^ without producing the 
bill of divorce.' Here evidently is meant by n^^'o^ the first 
Revolt of the Jews, in which Simon himself played so 
active a part." ^ 

' " It is easy to perceive that the passage {Kama^ 97 5), 9DtD& "ynvtik 
U^IDY)"^ VtD> can throw no light on the subject. The same passage is 
mentioned in the section on False Jewish coins." 

^ " Of, Gratz, iv. p. 526." 

2 " C/: also Mishna, Sabhath, 19, 1. But why the n^'DD bw niro 
was thus rejected, that no profit could be gained by it, the commenta- 
tors on the Talmud do not make clear; neither can we assign any 
reason for it." 
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B. Counterfeit Jewish Coins. 

We have given, in the previous section, some of Dr. 
Levy's researches from the Talmud relative to the coins of 
the first and second Revolt. It may not be uninteresting 
to give also some of the passages he has selected from the 
Talmud, from which many of the counterfeit Jewish coins 
have probably been made.* 

" It is well known that the invention of stamped coins, 
as well as of other useful arts, was ascribed by the Greeks 
and Eomans to the Gods and Heroes. .... The Arabs 
were not behindhand in this matter. Kuthami * mentions 
gold denarii of Nimrod (Nemrilda) and the Midrasch claims 
for his contemporory Abraham, the honour of having 
first blest the world with money. There are four, says 
Bereschith Eab. (cap. 39), to whom the invention of coins 
(]'^rs'»3ltt, TnoneUB)^ may be ascribed ; Abraham, of whom it 
is said (Gen. xii. 2), ' And I will make of thee a great 
nation,' — therefore from him coins proceeded. And wha^ 
are these like ? An old man and woman on the one side, 
and a youth and maiden on the other. After him comes 
Joshua, of whom it is said in the Bible (Josh. vi. 27), 'So 
the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was noised 
throughout all the country ;' his coins went over all the 

' Jud. MUnzen, p. 159 seq. 

* " See Chwolson : Ueher die JJeherreHe der Bahyhnischen Literatur^ 
pp. 53 and 73 ; comp. Gutschmid, Die nabathdische Landwirthschqft und 
ihre Oeschwister, in the ZeiUchfift der deutsch, Morgenl, OeselL xy. 
p. 42." 

^ *^ The interpretation of the Midrasch rests upon a play upon words : 
moneta (coin) and monifum (remembrance), both from maneo, resound- 
ing again in ]'>ls'^31D (see Beer, Das Lehen Abraham^ p. 209). Cf. also 
Isid. De Orig, xvi. 17, ' moneta, quia monet, ne qua fraus in metallo 
vel pondere fiat ;' therefore also derived from a kind of Midrasch, in- 
stead of from the Juno moneta^ in whose Temple there was a mint." 
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world. Of what kind were they ? A bull on the one side, 
and a buffalo on the other; according to the saying 
(Deut. xxxiii. 17),' His glory is like the firstling of his 
bullock, and his horns are like the horns of unicorns (d^"?)-' 
Then David, according to the words (1 Chron. xiv. 1 7), 
* And the fame of David went out into all lands,' so also 
his coins went over all the world. And what were they? 
A shepherd's wallet and staff on one side, and a tower on 
the other, according to the verse (Solomon's Song iv. 4), 
' Thy neck is like the tower of David.' Lastly, Mordecai, 
of whom it is said (Esther ix. 4), ' For Mordecai was great 
in the king's house, and his fame went out throughout all 
the provinces.' So coins are also attributed to him. How 
may they be described ? Sackcloth and ashes on one side, 
and a crown of gold on the other. 

" Coinciding with this passage from Midrasch there 
is one in the Talmud {Baha Kama^ 97 J). It is said in 
the Boraitha, 'How did the coins of Jerusalem look? 
(n^biD'n'' \XD rntDtt inrs). David and Solomon on the one 
side, and Jerusalem, the holy city, on the other. And how 
the coins of our Patriarch Abraham ?. An old man on one 
side, and a youth and maiden on the other.' Whereupon 
Easchi adds, ' Old man and woman, that is Abraham and 
Sarah ; youth and maiden, that is Isaac and Eebecca.' .... 

" These are the chief passages, which, from the direc- 
tions they contain, have, in a measure, served for the 
fabrication of so great a quantity of false Jewish coins, 
that they nearly surpass the authentic ones in number. So 
that we must not be surprised when we find that a savant 
of the last century asserts that he had not met with a 
smgle authentic Jewish coin in any cabinet.* But that 

' ^ Sascbe, Die Kenntnisa antiher M&nxeny p. 40." [Also Pinkerton, 
in his Essays on Medals, vol. i. p. 291, ' Hebrew shekels and brass coins 
with the Samaritan characters are generally fabrications of modem 
Jews ; the admission of but one of them is rightly esteemed to be a dis* 
grace to a cabinet ! '] 
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originals of these specimens were once extant, as some 
numismatists wish to affirm, in accordance with the judg- 
ment of some teachers of the Talmud, we must deny. We 
think that no Eabbi of the time of the Talmud ever pro- 
duced the original of such a coin ; the assertion is, as has 
been shown, a mere play upon the word * moneta^ and the 
description of the coins is but an abstract of the Greek and 
Eoman coins, the types of which they could not interpret 
This is also the case with the passage quoted from the 
Talmud, ' What is the coin of Jerusalem ? ' which renders 
less intelligible the above given nvobByiT^ niyo, which was 
already not understood, but which is more calculated to 
bring to our minds the types found on some Greek and 
Eoman coins. 

" The fabricators of these coins have on the whole gone 
very clumsily to work. The Abraham coin has, in fact, 
no image; it appears somewhat in the following manner;^ 

» « n *♦ 

Ohv. n^'^nTi pt Bev. nbinni ninn 

D s n •♦ 

according to the Midrasch, Talmud and its commenta- 
tators.® 

" On the other fabricated coins, the writing is not faith- 
fully followed, as for instance, there is one with the in- 
scription ^btt^ nttba? lani ibnn m, i.e. ^ King David and 
his son King Solomon,' and on the other side, round a city 
or tower, B7Tpn T^r DbaytT^, i.e. ' Jerusalem the holy city/ 
Consistently with this the Talmud {Jems. Sanhedrtn^ 2, 3) 
also ascribes coins to King Saul ; ' Abigail, David's wife, 
refiised to own his royalty, as Saul's money was still cur- 

7 ** For illustrationB of this kind of coin, see Hottinger, Oippi Hehraiei ; 
Froelich, Annates Syria ; Leuaden, PhUologua Hebr. misptus, ii. p. 129, 
ed. Ultrajecti." 

^ *' The single letters should denote the names of Abraham^ Sarah, 
Isaac f and Rebecca^ 
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rent {n>^p bifcw ptti Kto'*^^ V^^y Probably remembrmice^ 
reputation^ may have been implied. 

" Another coin has romid an image of Solomon, bear- 
ing a crown on his head, the words iban nobiD. ' The 
King Solomon/ and on the other side, romid a building, 
which should represent the Temple built by hini^ b^'^n 
rtthw * Solomon's Temple/ Even the image of Moses with 
his name on one side and on the other the verse (Exodus 
XX. 3), ' Thou shalt have no other Gods before me,' are 
foxmd as coin types. Very frequent is a coin with the 
head of Christ, and the name W^ ' Jesu' and the wonder- 
ful inscription on the reverse, D'^nbw mbwn wn ^ba n'^iDO 
^wy DTM, t\e. ' The King Messiah comes in peace, God is 
made man.'' 

^' Other forgeries are made with more or less skill, either 
from authentic original coins, or from descriptions of them. 
The notorious Becker, who possessed no inconsiderable 
knowledge of numismatics, and noted skill in copying old 
original coins, had also in his list* a shekel of Simon 
of the year II, and this is faithfully copied from an 
original specimen. The inscription is also copied from 
it, and is in old Hebrew writing. The other current 
shekels have the square writing. One of them goes as far 
back as King David, and has the inscription, Tii bpw 
tDipon /T^M ]V!r n!nN2 obn nwa'a, t.e. ' Shekel of David, 
which remained hidden in the treasure of Zion in the 
Sanctuary ;' written round a tree, at the side of which are 
found an urn with a crown, and an anointing horn, and 
the letter a? (short for bp» ?). The other side has a vase 
with a three-fold bough, and also a crown and horn by its 
side, and above these the letters 2 w are brought in, 

^ " Other similar coins, such as those of A dam and Eve, Cain and 
Abel, we pass over here; they are found in the writings above specified." 

1 " Finder, Die Becker' schen faUchen MUmen heleuchtet, p. 27, no. 
127." 
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D'^b»'n''n HDD ( ? ibo) b^w^ nr^w mn**, i\e. ' The Lord is 
Israel's guardian, King of Glory (?) in Jerusalem/ The 
most frequent, however, is a very large silver piece (cast) 
with an olive-branch with many leaves and buds, and the 
inscription niDinpn D'^bay'n'^ ^ The Holy Jerusalem' on one 
side, and on the other, round a vessel, from which issues 
smoke, bfcna?'^ bpw ' Shekel of Israel/ Whoever has seen 
a genuine shekel, will hardly allow himself to be deceived 
by so bungling a performance ; apart from other signs, 
the legend in square Hebrew writing is especially the surest 
mark of Forgery/' 
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Page 50, lines 17, 18. For ' This fruit is only found on the coins of 
Simon Maccabseus,* read ' This fruit is only found alone on the 
coins of Simon Maccabeus/ 

Page 142. A specimen of the coin (no. 8), described by Cavedoni 
from the Ducal Museum at Parma, is in the collection of the Eev. 
Churchill Babington. He had not acquired it till after the sheet 
had gone to preset. 

Page 145. Additional note. ' The coin of Julia (no. 1), mentioned at 
p. 141, with the date L. A, and also the one at p. 145, with the 
date L. A, both described by Cavedoni {Bibl. ^um, vol. ii. p. 47), 
who, in a note, states that he has taken them from Mionnet (vol. 
viii. p. 877, nos. 67, 68), are not described by Mionnet as having 
the name lOYAIA written within a wreath, but as having this name 
written above a tine-leaf^ similar to the obverse type of no. 7, on 
p. 144. This observation does not, however, disprove their 
existence. 
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A, the letter, on ooins of John Hyreanns 

Adarhmim 

Aden, sepulchral stones from 

iBgina, whether coins were first strack in 

^ginetan coins 

JSlia Capitolina, date of foundation of . 

Agrippa I., Herod 



coins of 

coin of, with title ' Ghreat ' 
under Caius, coins of 
under Claudius, coins of 
weights of coins of 



Agrippa I. and II. coin of 

Agrippa 11. 

Agrippa II. alone, with portrait, coin of 

under Nero, coins of 

— ^^ under Vespasian, coins of 

under Titus, coins of 

under Domitian, coins of 

weights of coins of 

Akbbmak, J. YoNOB, 'Numismatic Illustrations of the 

narrative portion of the New Testament' 
Alcimus, High Priest 
Alexander Balas 
Alexander the Great 
Alexander — see Jannieus. 
Alexander Jannsus, King and High-Priest 



■, proper classification of his coins 



■ coin of, with portrait? 
— — first coinage of 

— ^— second coinage of . 

Alexander n. 

coins of . 

Alexander Zebina 
Alexandra — eee Salome. 
Alexandra, coin of . . 
Alexandra, wife of Alexander Jannsus 
Alexandria, coins of, assigned by Caredoni to Jad»a 
Alphabet, PhoBnician, whence derired 
Ananias, the High Priest . 
Ananus, son of Ananus 

■ coins of . 
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{note 7) 200 

103 
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108 

100 

296 

111 

113 

116 

116 

121 

124 

127 

304 

• • « 

in 
33 
33 
21 

{note I) X 

63 

. 66 eeq, 

{note 6) 68 
66 
69 
72 
76 
62 

72 

70 

139, 140 

306 

(note 2) 166 

{note 9) 168 

181 
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Anchor, on Jewish coins 
Antigonus 

' coins of . 

Antiochus lY. Epiphanes 
Antiochus V. Eupator 
Antiochus YI. 
Antiochus YII. Sidetes . 

decree of, to Simon 

Antipas, Herod 

weights of coins of 

Antoninus Pius, coins of, struck at Jerusalem 
Arah coins struck at Jerusalem 
Archelaus, Herod 

coins of . ' . 

weights of coins of . 

*Apyvpiov 
Aristobulus I., Judas 

coins of . 

King and High-Priest 

Aristobulus II. no coins of 

■ ■ identification of, with the Bacchiua JudtBus 

of the family Plautia 
Artaxerzes II. Mnemon 
As, Jewish, — no such coin 
As, Homan .... 

Asmonieans, derivation of the name 
Assarion, the .... 

what is itP . 

Assyria, only clay tablets found marked by weight 
Attic standard introduced by Alexander the Great 
Augustus, coins struck during the reign of . 
Aurelius, Marcus, coins of, struck at Jerusalem 
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67, 72, 76, 88 
76 
77 
26 
32 
34 
39 
39 
95 
303 
215 
230 
91 
92 
295 

7.9 
61 
62 

(note 1) X 
72 



on coins 



(note 5) 73 
21 
298 
299 
(noU 8) 29 
24Si 
302 
9 
Tiii,22 
135 
220 



Babylonia, only clay tablets found marked by weight . . 9 

Bate, meaning of the word .... (note 2) 37 

' Bar-cochab ...... 200 

various names of . . (note) 203 

coins of ..... 204 

Bates, Francis Pebxz, on Jewish coins . ii 

Bethsaida in Gaulomtis, not to be confounded with Bethsaida 

of Galilee ..... (note 2) 100 
Bible, texts quoted from : — 

Gen. xiii. 2 ; xvii. 13 ; xx. 16 ; xxiii. 16. p. 1. — ^xziv. 22 ; xxxvii. 
26, 28 ; xH. 42. p. 2.— xlii. 35 ; xliii. 21. p. 4.— xlii. 36. 
p. 6.— xxxiii. 19, p. 6. — xxxvii. 28 ; xlv. 22. p. 7. — ^xiv. 3. 
p. 57. — XXV. 27. p. 59. 
Exod. iii. 22 ; xii. 36 ; xxi. ; xxii. ; xxx. 13, 15 ; xxzviii. 26. p. 2. 
— xxx. 13 ; xxx. 15 ; xxxviii. 26. p. 5. — xvi. 13. p. 48. — xxx. 
13-15. p. 236.— xxi. 32. p. 240. 
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PAGE 

BiBLB, texts quoted from — ctmUmied, 
Levit. V. 15 ; xxvii. 3, 14. p. 2. — ^xxiii. 40. p. 50. — m. 16-24. 

p. 76;— xyi. 12. p. 84. 
19'iiinb. iii. 45; xviii. 15. p. 2. — ^xvii. 8. p. 49. — xxiv. 17. 

p. 68.— xxir. 17-24. p. 200. 
Dent. ii. 6, 8 ; xir. 26. p. 2. — zxv. 13, 15. p. 4. 
Josh. vii. 21. p. 2. — ^xxiy. 32. p. 6. 
Judges ix. 4 ; xvi. 5, 18. p. 1. — ^xvii. 2-4. p. 2. 

1 Sam. ix. 7. p. 2. — ^ix. 8, 9. p. 5. — ^ii. 36. p. 7. 

2 Sam. zxiy. 24. p. 3. 

1 Kings vii. 45. p. 17. 

2 Kings V. 5. p. 2. — ^v. 23 ; xii. 9, 10. p. 5. — xxii. 9. p. 6. 

1 Chron. xxi. 25. p. 3. — ^xxix. 7. p. 18.— ii. 28, 44 ; ir. 17. 

p. 63. 

2 Cliron. xxiy. 8. p. 6. — xxxiv. 17. p. 6. — xix. 11. p. 59. 
Ezra ii. 68, 69 ; vi. 8, 15, 16, 19 ; viii. 25-27. p. 17.— ii. 63. 

p. 18. 
Neliem. vii. 65, 70, 72 ; riii. 9 ; x. 1. p. 18. — r, 15. p. 20. — 

xi. 1, 18. p. 45. — ^viii. 15. p. 50, 
Job xlii. 11. p. 3, 6.— X. 10. p. 6. 
Ps. Ixviii. 30. p. 7. 
Is. xlyi. 6. p. 3. — ^xlviii. 2 ; Iii. 1. p. 45.— xxvii. 6 ; xxxv. 1. 

p. 49.— iii. 26. p. 183. 
Jerem. xxvi. 23. p. 31 . 
Lament, ii. 10. p. 183. 

Ezek. xvi. 36. p. 7.— xxii. 20. p. 6. — xxxix. 11, 15, 16. p. 31. 
Dan. ix. 24. p. 45. 
Hosea xiv. 6. p. 49. 
Joel iii. 17. p. 45. 

Zech. iv. 2, 3, 12. p. 84. -xi. 12, 13. p. 240. 
Malachi i., ii. p. 21. 
Tobit V. 14. p. 246. 

1 Maccab. ii. 65 ; xiii. 27-30. p. 30.— iii. 35. p. 31.— x. 18-20 ; 

25-45. p. 33.— i. 26 ; vii. 33 ; xii. 6, 35 ; xiv. 20; x. 29 ; 
xi. 35; xiii. 37. p. 37.— xiii. 36-42; xiv. 47; xv. 1, 2. 
p. 38.— xiii. 49-51; xiv. 33, 34; xiv. 8-15, 25. p. 39.— 
XV. 2-9; xiv. 1,27. p. 40.— xv. 10-25; xiii. 42. p. 41.— 
XV. 28, 30, 31, 32 ; xvi. 1. p. 42.— x. 43. p. 46.— xvi. 4. 
p. 48.— xiv. 8. p. 51. — xiii. 42. p. 57.— x. 20. p. 58. 

2 Maccab. iv. 9. p. 26.— vi. 2. p. 29.— ix. 4. p. 31.— i. 10 ; 

iv. 44 ; X. 7 ; xi. 27 ; xiv. 2, 4. p. 37. — iii. 11. p. 51. — 
xii. 7. p. 56. 
Matt. iv. 5 ; xxvii. 13. p. 46. — ^iL 1, 22 ; xiv. 1, 3, 9. p. 80. — 
ii. 16. p. 81. — ^ii. 22; xiv. 9. p. 91. — xiv. 9. p. 96. — 
xvi, 3, 13. p. 100.— xvi. 13. p. 116.— x. 9 ; xxv. 14-30. 
p. 232.— xvii. 24-27. p. 237.— xxvi. 15 ; xxvii. 3, 5, 6, 9. 
p. 240.— xxi. 12; xxv. 27. p. 241.— v. 26; xviii. 28; 
XX. 2, 9, 13 ; xxii. 19. p. 245.— xx. 2, 9, 10, 13. p. 246. 
xxii. 19-21. p. 247. ^ 
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BiBLB, texts quoted from^ continued, 
Mark ri. 14. p. 80, 91, 96.— ri. 17 ; riii. 32, 27. p. 100. - 
viii. 37. p. 116.— Ti. 8 ; xii. 41. p. 232.— xi. 16. p.241.— 
Yi. 37 ; xii. 16, 42 J xiY. 5. p. 246.— xii. 14. p. 247. 
Lulce i. 6 ; iii. 1, 19 ; iz. 7. p. 80. — ^iii. 19 ; ix. 7 ; ziii. 31. 
p. 96.— iu. 1, 19; ix. 10. p. 100.— ix. 3; xix. 12-27; 
xxi. 1. p. 232.— Yii. 41 ; x. 36 ; xii. 69 ; xx. 24. p. 246.— 
XY. 8, 9. p. 246.— XX. 22, 24 ; xxiii. 2. p. 247. 
John ii. 16. p. 241.— Yi. 7 ; xii. 6. p. 246. 
Acts xii., xxY. 13; xxYi. 2. p. 80.— xiii. 31. p. 96. — xii. 
p.l04— xxY.13;xxYi.2,29. p. 114. -xix. 19. pp. 240, 246. 
Bom. xiii. 6, 7. p. 248. 
EeY. xi. 2. p. 46.— Yi. 6. p. 246. 
Bowls from Babylon .... 

Brass, pieces of, supposed to be Egyptian money . 
Brass money ..... 



815 

{noted) 9 
7 



Cssarea Philippi, called Paneas 100 

■ called Neronias by Agrippa U. 114, 116 

coins struck at, by Agrippa II. . . . 116 

Caius (Caligula) no coins struck during the reign of, under 

the Procurators ..... 161 
Caracalla, coin of, struck at Jerosalem 224 

Carpentras stone . . .313 

Catacombs, the Jewish .... 319 

Caybdoni Abbe, ' On Jewish coins' .iii 

criticism of De Saulcy's work Yii — Yiii 

Cheber, meaning of the word . . .66 

Chios, weights of coins of . . 303 

Claudius, coins struck during the reign of . • 161 

Colonial coins struck at Jerusalem . 211 

Copper shekels — see Shekels 

Comua-copiie, origin of the type of the two .69 

Crown-tax .... {note 2) 37 

Crux aneata . . .86 

CuLLixoBB, J., on the Jewish shekel {note 8) iii 

Cuneiform writing . 3<)8 

■ on lions ..... 259 

■ on ducks ..... 265 
Cyrus, King of Persia, decree of . . . 16 



Dane, deriYation of . 

double, note on . 

Darics .... 

Darius II. ... 

Darius IU. .... 

Darkemonim 

Decius, Trajanus, coins oi, struck at Jerusalem 

Demetrius I. Soter 

Demetrius I. King of Sjiia 
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12 

21 

21 
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228 

32 

37 
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DemetrioB 11. Sing of Syria, decree of, to Simon 
Demotic writing .... 

Denarius, the .... 

Diadnmenian, coins of, Btmck at Jenualem . 
PiCKiNsoK, W. B. ' On Bing Cnrrency,' and ' Bullion' 
Didrackm, the .... 

Diodotns ..... 
AixaXxov ..... 

Dolphins, two, on coins of Fheidon 

Domitian, coins of, commemorating the capture of Jerusalem 
Domna, Julia, coin of, struck at Jerusalem 
Drcufkm, the .... 
Dupondius, the 

Eagle, on coin of Herod, King of Chalcis 
Egypt, no coinage till introduced by Persians 
Egyptian money 
weighers 
Egypto-Aramsan writing 
Elagabalus, coins of, struck at Jerusalem 
Eleazar, son of Ananias 
■ son of Simon 

son of Simon, coins of 

£leeirum coins, earliest in Greek series 
Epiphanes, reason for adoption of the name 
Ethnarek, note on the word 
£tkrog, or citron 

ETOYC AI TOY on coins of Agrippa U. under Nero 
Etruscus and Hostilian, coin of, struck at Jerusalem 
Eyans, Johk, * Beriew of De Saulcy's work* 
EwALD, Pbotxssob, critioism of De Saulcy's work 
■' proposed classification of Jewish coins 

False Jewish Coins 

Farthing — see Koip^yniQ, 

Flower on coins of Alexander Jannsus 
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37 
307 
245 
226 
3,6 
235 

34 

87 
11 
197 
223 
233 
299 

112 

9 

3 

4 

313 

226 

155 

155 

161 

11 

(note 4) 26 

(110^4) 38 

50 

117 

230 
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lU 

. Y — ^Yii 
. (note 6) Y 

334 

67 



Godot, whether on coins of Judas Aristobulus 

Galul — see Qadol. 

Geta, coin of, struck at Jerusalem 

Gold, generally used for ornaments 

■ as a medium of commerce 

■ used by weight in time of DaYid 

Hadrian, coins of, struck at Jerusalem 
Hebrew MSS., the earliest 
Hebrew square character 
Hebrew writing, whence deriYed 
Helmet, on coin of Herod I. 
Herod L, sumamed the Great 



62 

224 
2 

(noiel) 3 



212 
316 
311 
309 
86 
81 
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Herod I., only copper coinB of ... 82 

types on coins of .... 83 

weights of coins of . 294 

Herodian family, table of those of, who struck coins . . 80 

Herod Archelaus — ^ee Archelaus 

Herod Agrippa L — tee Agrippa I. 

Herod i^grippa II. — see Agrippa II. 

Herod Antipas — $ee Antipas. 

Herod Philip I. — see Philip I. 

Herod PhUip n.— *ee Philip n. 

Herod, King of Chalcis ..... Ill 

coins of . . ... 112 

Hieratic writing ..... 305 

Hieroglyphic writing .... 305 

' Holy ' title of, on shekels . . .45 

Hostilian and Etmscus coin of, strack at Jerusalem 230 

Hyrcanus, John, copper coinage with type of comu-copis commences 
with ...... X 

Hyrcanus, derivation of name . . {note 8) 51 

Hyrcanus, John, probable term of the reign of . (note) 53 

coins of .... . 54 

Hyrcanus IL, no coins of . .72, 75 

Jaddua, High-Priest . . . vi. 22 

Jamueus— «ee Alexander. 

Jannieus, the name .... (note 6) 63 

Jerusalem, Soman coins commemorating the capture of . 183 

question whether Bar-cochab ever possessed it . (note) 201 

Jewish coins, weights of ... . 281 

Jewish scholars, old, who mention Jewish coins in their writings i 

John of Gischala ..... 156 

Joseph, son of Gorion ..... 156 
Jonathan Maccabaeus, no coins of . . . iz 

Jonathan . .31 

Jonathan , High-Priest ... 33 

lOYAIA KAICAPOC, question whether /i^nyp or yvv is understood 148 
Iron used for coinage . . . .14 

Issus, battle of .... . 21 

Judsea, Boman coins struck in, under Vespasian . . 183 

Eoman coins struck in, under Titus . . 189 

lUDAEA CAPTA, coins with legend . 185 seq. 

lUDAEA. DEVICTA, coins with legend 184, 188, 190 

lUDAEA. NAVALIS, coin with legend . . . 192 

Judas, name of, belongs to Aristobulus I. {note 1) x 

Judas Aristobulus — see Aristobulus I. 
Judas MaccabsBUS, no coins of . (note 7) ix, x 

Judas . • .30 

Julia, coins of . 141,142,144,145,146,147 

Jupiter Olympius, temple of Jerusalem, dedicated to . 28 

■ Xenius, temple on Mount Gerizim, dedicated to (note) 28 
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iLesitah, wh&t ia it? . . . • « 6 

King, what Jewish prince first assumed the title of {note 5) 61 

KoXXv/3oc, the ..... 241 

KoipayrriQ, the .... . 244 

Ko^pcJvnjc, what is it ? .296 

E CT, meaning of . 117 

A, the letter, on coins of John Hyrcanns 60 

Lead used for coinage . .14 

Leather used for coinage .... 14 

AewTov, the ...... 241 

AeiTToy, what is it P 296 

Lett, Dr., ' On Jewish coins' . . . . iii 

LoNQP^iEB, M. DB, his accouut of Jewish shekels for three years 

only, not proved . . . (note 6) ix 

Lugdunum, the town where Antipas was banished to, which one P 

{note 8) 96 
IJulab .60 

Lydian coins ..... 12 

Lydians, whether they invented coinage .10 

Lyre, copper coins, with type of 3 or 4-stringed, to whom assigned 178 

Maccabffian family, genealogical table of, showing those who 

struck money . . .36 

Maccabeus, derivation of the name and reason for its adoption {note 8) 29 
Macedonian shield, on coins of Herod I. . .86 

Marcus, the praenomen, on coins of Agrippa II. 118 

Mama, the Cretan Jupiter . .110 

temple of, on coins of Agrippa I. 110 

Mattathias ...... 29 

the five sons of ... . 29 

the Hebrew name of Antigonus . ^ . 78 

Menelaus, account of . 27, 28 

Mite — see Acxrov 

Modin, probable site of . {note 2) 30 
Money, coined, did not exist in Palestine till b.o. 721 . . 14 
permission to coin, granted to Simon 40 

■ term employed by Greeks for {note 1) 9 
brass ..... 7 

■ in Homer .8 
— what people first coined P . . . 9 

used by the Jews after their return from Babylon . 16 

used by the Jews under Alexander the Ghreat 22, 23 

•»^— used by the Jews under the first Seleucids . 23, 24 

•»^— struck during the first Eevolt of the Jews 154 

struck during the second Bevolt of the Jews 198 

in the New Testament ... 232 

Naei, the title ...... 174 

Nero, coins struck during the reign of • • « 153 
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Neronias — iee Casarea Fhilippi. 

Kerya, coin of, oommemorating the aboliahment of tine Jewish 

tribute • • . • . 

Kinereh, Table of Weight! from . . . . 
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199 
266 



Obelus ..... 
•'OjHoXoc .... 

OboluSf the .... 

Oniaa HI. (Jaaon) High-Priest 
Orickalcum .... 

Palestine, prosperity of . 

Palmyrene inscriptions 

Papyri at Turin, and belonging to the Duo de Blacas 

Pheidon, supposed inventor of coinage . 

Philip I., Herod« no coins of 

Philip II., Herod .... 

" coins of ... 

■ weights of coins of . 
Phoenicia, no early coins found in . 
Phosnician alphabet, whence derived 

■ writing on lions 
Piece of Silrei^-jec Silver. 
UoXvaV^ptov, meaning of 
Pontius Pilate, coins strucic by 
PooLB, Ebo. Stuabt, ' On Jewish coins' 
— ^— ' On the type of the comu-copiie' 

■ ' On ancient weights' 

Portraits on Jewish coins, only two known 
PosTELL, William, ' On Jewish coins' 
Procurators, coins struck by . 

niDinD, the .... 
Ptolemy I., Soter 
Ptolemy lY., Philopator 
Ptolemy Y., Epiphanes 
Ptolemy YI., Philometor 

QuadrcmSf the .... 



7 
244 

26 
(nofo4) 17 



39 
814 
813 

10 
100 
100 
101 
303 
9 
306 
258 
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140 

iv 

z 

249 le^. 

68,115 
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134 

298 
24 
25 
25 
34 



244,296 



Bevolt, a short account of the first 154 

■ a short account of the second 197 
Bingsofgold ..... 3 
Soman money in New Testament .... 242 
Some, coins of Yespasian, commemorating the capture of Jeru- 
salem, struck at . . . 183 

— — coins of Titus, commemorating the capture of Jerusalem, 

struck at .... . 190 

■ coins of Domitian, commemorating the capture of Jeru- 

salem, struck at . . 197 



BosE, Bev. H. J. ' On the Jewish shekel' 
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Sali8, J. F. W. DB, Table showing connection of talents, by . 291 , 292 

Salome Alexandra, wife of Judas AristobnluB 

Salome, wife of Herod Philip 11. . 

Samaria, taken by the Assyrians 

■ siege of ... . 

Saulct, M. F. de, ' On Jewish coins' . 

■ answer to criticisms of Ewald and Cayedoni 
SeleucuB I. coin of, struck at Diospolis . 
Semis, the ..... 
Senate, Jewish ..... 
Shekel contains a 6th of copper mixed with the silver 
Shekels ..... 

half .... 
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entire copper 
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— — — the .... 
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TfUxoXicoy ..... 

Ttchsbk, 0la7 Gebhabd, ' On Jewish coins' 



198, 238 

102 

97 

97 

110 

101 

141 

14 

(noU 5) 18 

190 

22,33 

85 

u 



Vaux, W. S. W. • On Eing currency ' {note 4) 3 

Yerus, Lucius, coins of, struck at Jerusalem 222 

Vespasian, coins of, commemorating the capture of Jerusalem 183 



Weighers .... 

Weights .... 

■ from Athens, table of 

. description of inscription on lion- 

■ description of inscription on duck- 
table of, from Ninereh 

— table of smaller Babylonian or Assyrian 

bronze-lion weight found at Abydos 

of coins in the Imperial period 

comparison of Boman and Jewish 

table of, of coins of Chios 

Writing .... 

XaXKovQy the word, on coins of Agrippa II. . 

— of Herod I. . 

Xpvaoi/c . . . • 



{note 4) 3 
24d 
257 
259 
265 
266 
268 
271 
299 
301 
303 
305 

120 
295 

7,9 



THE BND. 



Q. NORMAir, PRINTBB, MAIDEN LAKE, COYEKT OABDBN, LONDON. 




r^ 



\ s 



